Mat14_22-33Walking By Faith

“Walking By Faith”
(Mat. 14:22-33; Mk. 6:45-52; Jn. 6:15-21)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, December 19, 2009

Scripture Reading: Mat. 14:22-33

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose: To see the importance of keeping focused upon Christ in all facets of life.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\New Testament\Matthew\Mat14_22-33Walking By Faith.docx

Introduction:
1. How many of us have ever snuck up on someone and scared them? Not so funny to the person but hilarious for the one watching.
a. Britton 
b. Jeanie
2. Have you ever walked into a room and startled someone or have maybe been scared yourself not even trying to scare someone or expecting to be scared? Britton – basement; I spoke he did not know I was there – unintentional; Jesus did something similar
3. Immediately following the feeding of 5000 the crowd, John tells us, were about to take Jesus by force and make Him king. 
4. Jesus instructs disciples to get into boat and leave
5. Would seem they are heading in the boat on the water toward Capernaum but their final destination will result in an abrupt turn north to Bethsaida
6. They are about 3-4 miles out into the sea (Jn. 6:19); not close to shore; Mat. 14:24 records that they were in the middle of the sea…in other words not close to land; (storm may have pushed them a bit off course)
7. It is evening and Jesus climbs to the top of the mountain to be alone to pray
8. While Jesus is at peace communing with His Father on the Mountain top, his disciples are having a rougher time: windy, tossed about on waves, headed into the wind; progress is slow and laborious
9. 4th watch: somewhere between the hours of 3 and 6 a.m. Jesus has finished praying and begins His walk to meet up with His disciples
10. Jesus walking on the sea near their little boat
11. Imagine the disciples: cold, wet, tired, miserable and then…something…a dark shadow on the water…it is getting closer, closer…(eyes get bigger, bigger; taps one each other’s shoulders and a point…what is that on the water?…It must be a ghost! What else could be? Then Jesus (miracle in practical joke form)…”Hey guys. Be of good cheer…it’s just me.” Though the story does not record it I cannot help but see the speechless look on the face of everyone in the boat but Jesus who is chuckling to Himself.
12. How can this be? Can one really walk on water? Who could imagine such a thing? 
13. Peter wants to try. Sure beats rowing against the wind, so Jesus bids him to join Him. Peter, true to form leaps out before thinking thoroughly through (we’ve all been there before). 
a. Can’t believe it…Hey guys (smile) can you believe it? I’m walking on water…and then he realizes…this can’t be. You can’t walk on water! Ah, Peter but you are.
b. As Peter begins to doubt he begins to sink and then he cries out to Jesus, “Save me!”
c. Jesus reaches out his hand and helps Peter back into the boat. Jesus enters as well and immediately something else amazing happens…the wind ceases.
14. Those in the boat realize who they are with, possibly for the first time and worship Jesus declaring Him the Son of God!
15. Several lessons can be learned from this passage:

Body:
I. “Thus saith the the Lord” is the basis of true faith
A. Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17)
B. What would have happened had Peter said nothing and simply jumped out of boat? (Probably fulfilled meaning of his name given Him by the Lord “Cephas” (Jn. 1:42) and would have sunk like a stone!)
C. Whatever we do, we are to walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7)
D. Whatever we do ought to be done with the authority of Jesus (Col. 3:17)
E. Peter had faith to get out of the boat and he could walk on water like Christ because the Lord bid him to “Come.” (Mat. 14:29)
F. Some do not understand need for careful study & authority
i. Article recently described terrible event involving Pastor Franck Kabele, 35 off west coast of Africa
ii. Told his congregation he received revelation from God and could repeat the miracle of Jesus walking on water if he had enough faith
iii. He walked into ocean until water over his head – never seen again.
iv. Obviously a very sincere man, yet sincerity alone is not enough
v. Tragically he did not have Biblical faith which comes by HEARING the word of God – God’s word clearly teaches the purpose of such signs and wonders  and the fact that the need for them no longer exists today, since we have the written word of God, the source of faith today.
vi. Had dear Mr. Kabele know the Bible better he would likely still be alive today.
G. Authority:
i. Jesus does not authorize whatever I want to do…
ii. But that I must do only what Jesus has authorized…
iii. And to know the difference
H. We must base our faith on what God’s word teaches rather than what we want it to teach.

II. There are two types of people: Boat Lovers and Water Walkers
A. Peter often receives a lot of grief for having a weak faith at times
i. Spoke rashly at times (Mat. 16:21-23; Jn. 13:6-9; Denied Jesus 3x Mat. 26:34-75)
ii. Peter gets out of boat – sinks: another failure? No.
iii. Peter only success; only one who got out of boat; all others remained seated
B. Sometimes doing things by faith means we need to leave our comfort zone. To be willing to succeed must also be willing to accept possibility of failure.
C. Sometimes means we may need to be the one who takes the lead – (someone needs to be first out of the boat). 
i. What if nobody else is doing as they ought?
ii. Is it the preacher’s fault?
iii. Is it the church/congregation’s fault?
iv. What are YOU doing?
v. Is it YOUR fault?
D. Being the only one doing anything can be seem uncomfortable.
E. But being one not doing what we ought to in God’s eyes…that is what ought to make us feel uncomfortable.
F. Which are you…a boat sitter or a water-walker?
G. Get out and take the lead!

III. We will “sink like a rock” if we lose faith.
A. Why did Peter sink?
i. Not because he could not walk on water – he did for short time!
ii. Not because he lacked effort – he got out of the boat.
iii. Not because he was not interested – he asked to do it.
B. We begin to sink when we take our focus off of God and look at externals…(Heb. 12:1-3)
i. Peter (alone) could not walk on water
ii. Wind is frightening (if God’s protective hand is not with you)
iii. Peter lost focus:
1. In the beginning He focused on Christ and what He could allow him to accomplish (Phil. 4:13)
2. He did not start to sink until he took his mind off of Christ and began to doubt self, possibility he could do such a thing, even Christ
iv. Have  you been guilty of taking focus off of Christ?
1. Problems, temptations, worldly influences, ungodliness, daily battles – it isn’t hard to lose heart
2. While focusing on the solution remember to keep Christ at the forefront
3. Peter was already awae of wind and waves; not the problem; problem was when Peter allowed his fea to OVERCOME his faith
4. In that moment of doubt he forgot which was more powerful… the wind, waves and water or the creator of wind, waves and water
C. Need to be careful we do not see things only as our eyes see them
i. We should be careful not to see our enemies as the Israelites saw their enemies in Canaan (Num. 13:32-14:3) 
1. Forgot God was on their side
2. God had promised land to them; 
a. Only two of 10 spies kept faith – Joshua & Caleb (Num. 13:30)
b. Do you think it was easy being only ones to disagree and stand for what was right?
c. Only two to enter promised land of that entire adult generation; symbolic of entering heaven
d. (Num. 31:31) The 10 spies were deceived by their carnal minds (logic, human reasoning, reliance upon self) that they could not win; they were right because faith was overcome by doubt and fear
ii. Christianity, at times will require us to lay aside all human reasoning
1. Not mean that we believe in foolish things
2. But Christianity is belief that, with God, what is normally impossible becomes possible
D. Further, Peter began to sink because he began to doubt that he could do what Jesus commanded.
i. Important lesson for us: Jesus/God will not command you to do something we are unable to accomplish.
ii. Think of what God requires of you…
iii. Think of what the church is called to do…
iv. We should never say, “Yeah, but it won’t work because…” 
v. (Mat. 21:22) We should begin w/prayer and pray believing
1. Not promise to get whatever we ask (Genie in bottle mentality)
2. But if it is Christ’s will, why would He not give us strength/ability to accomplish
vi. Peter’s walk on the water was not dependant upon him ignoring the wind/waves/logic that he could not be walking on the sea…but upon his trusting in Jesus despite the wind/waves/logic that he could not be walking on the sea
E. When we say “I can’t.” You are right. “Ye of little faith.
F. When you say “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” You are right.
G. Peter saved from drowning at sea as soon as his focus returned to Christ
H. Do not lose faith! Keep focused upon what Christ can do (Heb. 13:6)!

IV. When we fail at what God has commanded, the fault always lies with us rather than God.
A. Have we allowed focus on world, doubt or fear to overcome our faith?
B. “Just too hard”
C. “I’m not good at ______. It’s not my talent.”
D. Some tell themselves, “I cant leave my sins behind.”
E. Are these true? Have we given up before we’ve tried? Have we exhausted every effort to learn? Do we just want the elders, preacher or someone else to do our job?
F. Some look at Bible as old, archaic book no longer applicable to us today
G. Some might complain…we can’t do it…it (whatever it might be) because people are not interested, won’t work in this culture, the world is different now, etc…
i. I have been told that I was making a mistake to teach my children abstinence; should buy them birth control and give it to them; just not realistic in today’s society to expect such; not realistic; I was called an “idealist”
ii. Purity ring – good idea if it helps motivate
iii. Recent study by the prevention research center: “The findings indicate that making a private pledge or promise to oneself to wait to have sexual intercourse until one is older reduces the likelihood that adolescents will engage in sexual intercourse and oral sex.” [endnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1949026/] 

iv. Holding self accountable to someone else you trust – a good idea as well.
H. When we attempt to fight our own battles alone we are doomed to fail!
I. Point is this…
i. We are a people skilled in the art of excuse making
ii. When God’s word isn’t working…
1. We are not following it properly
2. We have misunderstood it…
3. We are doing it without faith…
4. Something else but bottom line is that if God’s word appears to be faulty, we need to reexamine it/ourselves before blaming God

Conclusion:
1. When we are in trouble, Jesus is merely waiting for His disciples to call out for help and He will be there immediately.
2. If we do become weak, the Lord is there to save us.
3. Comforting that we read when Peter cried out, “…Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught Him…” (Mat. 14:31)
4. Jesus is willing to save if you will act according to faith and call out to Him (1 Jn. 1:9; Ac. 22:16)

Invitation:
1. If you have never believed, confessed Jesus as God’s Son before men, repented of sins or been baptized for remission of sins you are like Peter, without faith, doomed to drown in the sea of sin.
2. If you will obey, the Lord is willing to stretch out His arm to save. You only need make your desire known.
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