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“Wheat and Weeds”
(Matt 13:24-30; 36-43)

Scripture Reading: Matt 13:24-30; 36-43
Accompanying Song: #x “Bringing in the Sheaves”
Subject: Error, Recognition of
Objective: To see how error may creep in among us and offer some suggestions for dealing with error
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Talks\Power Point Presentations\1 Lessons Ready But Not Preached\Mat13_24-30_36-43WheatandWeeds.docx

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. I once spoke to a preacher friend of mine who relayed a sad story to me
b. John – homeschooled until freshman year of high school. Parents wanted him to achieve a “formal” education his last 4 yrs of school – assumed the previous 14 years of upbringing at home would prepare him for whatever temptations he might face in public school system.
c. John had aspirations of being a preacher.
d. First day of school he wore a shirt and tie. When he met the other kids at school, they asked about his tie. He proudly told them he was a Christian and had aspirations to preach one day. He had grand visions within himself that he shared with my preacher friend of all of the possible conversions he saw roaming the hallways at school.
e. Sam was a really friendly kid who everybody liked – a good thing, but also bad, because even the bad influences liked John
f. Before long, my friend said he noticed some changes with John…the first thing to go was the tie
g. Next, the neat clothes he once wore were replaced with a t-shirt like other kids wore and holy jeans. After a while he even began wearing these things to services at church. His parents remained silent, and thought it merely a phase their son was going through.
h. One day his father told my friend something that shocked him. The boy who once wanted to preach now had told his father he no longer wanted to. What was more, the father was having a hard time with John. His language was frequented with cuss words and he was becoming rebellious. It was a real struggle to get John to come to services and he reluctantly  went most of the time when he wasn’t “sick”.
i. What happened to John? He had some tares sewn among his wheat!
j. Title slide “Wheat and Weeds”
k. In like manner, Jesus spoke about the kingdom, the church and how bad things would creep in among us.
2. Read Matt 13:24-30; 36-43
3. This parable is like something that describes the kingdom (Mat. 13:24)
4. We live in an era where some feel that all roads are different paths leading to the same place- all roads lead to Heaven. People who believe this would have had a hard time in Jesus’ day accepting what He had to say on the subject – just the opposite!

Body: 
I. The original field had good seed.
A. Like the pure gospel, before altered
B. The gospel brought about the kingdom, the church. 
1. United in the beginning
2. All continued steadfastly in apostles doctrine, breaking of bread and in prayers (Ac. 2:42)
3. In the beginning, we note that it was “His” (the owner’s) field
a. So long as men remember who the owner of the field is, everything is fine
b. Trouble starts when Satan (like modern man) begins to act as though the field is his own to plant whatever seed (truths or mistruths) he wants to sow
c. Like the parable, man has done all he can to turn the church into his own planting ground, using the church to accomplish just about anything he gets in his mind.

II. The bad seed is sewn while people slept.
A. Need to be watchful
B. Bad seed (error) creeps in while people unaware – may even remain in the field (the kingdom/church) for long period of time before one becomes aware (13:26).
C. Warning against:
1. Careless study
2. Lack of study (allows careless study to go unnoticed)
3. Lethargic attitudes
4. Lack of attentiveness
5. Plain pew-warming!
6. Observation: often the brother who has done the least amount of study on a given subject that has developed the strongest opinions about it.
D. Seed is sewn and then the enemy goes his merry way
1. Like the brother doing the work of the enemy (Satan)…
2. …often “stirs the pot” but rarely suffers the full brunt of the consequences of the trouble he causes!
3. Satan not interested in the harvest, merely the tainting of the existing crop.

III. Christ is not the only one sowing seed, so is the devil.
A. Christ sows the word of God
B. Devil sows lies
C. His chosen planting ground: intermingled with the word of God 

IV. The seed sewn is that of “tares”.
A. Picture
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B. "Jesus was referring to a weed called a "darnel", which looks exactly like wheat in its young stages and, in fact, only the expert can distinguish some species of this darnel from true wheat.
1. The darnel has far smaller seeds than wheat, and it is claimed that these seeds, when ground to flour, are poisonous, due perhaps to a particular fungus which develops in the seed itself!" - Zondervan's Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.] 
2. An appropriate description of the devil's seed!
C. Lesson: The best lie is one closest to the truth
D. Point: “close to the truth” = not close enough – in end tares cast into the fire!
E. Often not as easy as we would like it  to be to discern good seed from the bad.
1. Human judgment often full of errors
2. When identifying false teachers and error, often hard to discern
a. False teacher from misguided teacher
b. Error from misunderstanding
c. Contentious brother from a seeker with serious questions/concerns
d. Intellectually dishonest from the scared and resisting spirit
F. There are no “half-breed seeds”
1. Seeds either good or bad: wheat or tares
2. No such thing as a “somewhat faithful Christian”

V. Servants initially assume the sower must be at fault.
A. Question if the seed is at fault
1. Preacher: we don’t like the message he preaches so it must not be the truth
2. Problem is not in the seed but what has been mingled in with it.
B. Brethren sometimes blame the seed (word)
1. Liberal minded men claim the Bible = old, archaic, dead letter
2. Resist application today:
a. Christians marrying non-Christians
b. Right to drink, dress inappropriately, etc.
c. Right for women to work outside the home (they can, but should be last resort, not first choice)
d. Desire for church buildings, ongoing undesignated treasuries, permanently located preachers, etc.
e. I have been told that a number of these things just wouldn’t work today…not practical
C. Maybe another way to put, the sower is at fault; When preacher preaches truth, “kill the messenger” mentality (i.e. Stephen)

VI. Sorting the wheat and the tares will take time.
A. Must let each grow up. At maturity they will be identifiable. 
B. Jesus said that men will be identifiable by their fruits (Mat. 7:16, 20).
C. Key lies herein to identifying whether we are saved or if other so-called Christians surrounding us are saved. Are we bearing fruit? What does that fruit look like?
(2 Corinthians 13:5) Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? --unless indeed you are disqualified.  (NKJV)

(1 John 3:9-10) Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.  (NKJV)

VII. To uproot the tares will also uproot the wheat.
A. When error is spread among the brethren, an uprooting of good with bad will likely take place.
1. Uprooting the tares would destroy otherwise good crop.
2. Likewise, error, false doctrine, when dealt with improperly may result in “uprooting” (dividing/losing) otherwise faithful Christians
B. Weak brethren and strong brethren (wheat and tares) are bound to be found together
(Romans 15:1) We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  (NKJV)

C. Weak brethren are sometimes dangerous brethren, especially weak brethren with influence!
D. Note: These steps should be dealt with privately with the teacher in question of being false:
1. Best to allow the crop (doctrine) to mature – when the crop is fully exposed for what it is
a. False teachers are often like this: attack too early, they deny everything, backpedal 
b. Attack too quickly, we appear to be the evil one for acting too quickly.
c. Ought to “give them their day” – let them express their thoughts, be clearly understood; after all, they may not be a false teacher; ought to be willing to discuss our differences.
d. Allow their doctrine to be fully shared, understood, then it is exposed for all to see. In light of the gospel, this (mature) crop is easily identifiable as false.
E. Solution: do not let error be sewn – be proactive.

VIII. In the end, everything will be exposed.
A. A weed may be growing next to a stalk of wheat and think it has a common destiny with the wheat. But its end is destruction. 
1. The weed is also harmful to the wheat, its roots trying to starve the wheat from its source. 
2. False brethren can even become leaders and bring much harm to the maturity of the believers. 
3. In his final farewell, Paul speaks to the elders of the church at Ephesus.
(Acts 20:29-30) "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.  (NKJV)

B. In the end, everything exposed:
(Luke 12:2) "For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known.  (NKJV)

(1 Corinthians 4:5) Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's praise will come from God.  (NKJV)

(Revelation 20:12-13) And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.  (NKJV)

Conclusion:
1. We must be cautious about error creeping in among us…
2.  Error can creep in unnoticed, as an enemy in the middle of the night who plants things without our ever knowing.
3. It can be difficult to know a false teacher or a trouble maker from someone who is simply misguided or mistaken.
4. The key lies in the realm of intellectual honesty…how do they react to the facts?
A. Deny, argue, resist, or…
B. Listen, study, ponder, share more thoughts and exchange ideas?
C. The first attitude: reminiscent of one not interested in truth but rather promoting some agenda…the second is likely a sincere truth-seeker.
D. How do we know when error exists? Begin watching for the signs! Remember, “by their fruits you shall know them!”

Invitation:
1. Who is here today?
2.  Any genuine truth-seekers in the audience?
3.  The truth is not easy to accept: challenging, controversial, life-changing! 
4. Can you accept it? Jesus said numerous times, “He who has ears to hear, let Him hear!”
5. Believe, repent, confess, baptized, live for Christ this day foreward…if you can accept, do so before eternal destiny is sealed!
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