Mat13DirtyMinds

“Dirty Minds”
(Mat. 13:1-9; 18-23; Mar. 4:1-9; 13-20; Lk. 8:4-8; 11-15)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, IN Dec. 13, 2009

Scripture Reading: Heb. 10:22-24

Accompanying Song: #667 “Lord, I Believe”

Purpose: To encourage the listener to see the need to prepare their heart to fully and totally accept God’s word.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Powerpoint Presentations\Textual Lessons\New Testament\Matthew\Mat13_1-23DirtyMinds.docx

Introduction:
1. Do you have a dirty mind? Christians supposed to have one!
2. Mat. 13:1-9; Again: Do you have a dirty mind? In Biblical sense I hope you do.

Body:
I. The Parable
A. Sower sowing seed; Some on wayside to be devoured by birds; others: stony ground, thorns; Rest upon good soil which yields crop
B. Ends parable by exhortation: “He who has ears let Him hear!”
C. If you had heard that for the first time (no explanation), would you have understood?  Interesting to contemplate.

II. Teaching in Parables
A. Jesus taught using parables (Mt. 13:10-17)
B. Purpose explained (not to confuse as our text might lead one to believe)
i. If Jesus did not want the people to understand, why say anything at all? 
ii. Parables to explain truth because the truth wasn’t getting through to people (Mat. 13:13).
C. Parable: Gk. parabole: to put one thing alongside another for purpose of comparison; everyday situation compared to spiritual truth - making things challenging to understand easier; earthly story, heavenly meaning; moves listener from known to unknown; taking familiar items to help explain what he does not understand; picture worth thousand words – Jesus uses mind as a canvas, words as paint
D. Why didn’t they understand? 
i. Jesus ends with exhortation: “He who has ears, let Him hear!”
1. Not that they were deaf or hard of hearing physically. 
2. Remember chapter 12: Jesus has been healing multitudes including one man, mute, blind, possessed; scribes and Pharisees come seeking sign – Jesus refuses - they already know of His abilities  - some will not believe regardless of proof, evidence or argumentation. (Even Christ could not convict due to hardness of their hearts! Here Jesus explains why this is so through a parable.

ii.  (Mat. 13:15) Dull hearts, hard of hearing (refuse to hear), eyes closed
iii. Motive: do not want to see, hear, understand because would require them to turn!
iv. What is required to understand? (Mat. 13:17) The righteous desire to see and hear – looking for truth (Mat. 7:7-8); those with a dull heart don’t
v. How the word of God judges us (When Jews rejected gospel in Antioch  Ac. 13:46; Heb. 4:12) We judge ourselves through rejection or acceptance of word
E.  (1 Cor. 1:18-31) Message of gospel foolishness to dull-hearted
i. Those who are hard hearted – truth seems silly
1. Atheist who does not want to accept truth because it will cause him to live by code of morality
2. Those in love with religion that is without truth or foundation; once they compare proofs that support Christianity and find none alike in their own faith yet stubbornly insist on retaining their beliefs
3. Those who see error in their beliefs and practices today that do not harmonize with Bible; they know all men cannot have conflicting doctrines at same time yet refuse to examine themselves to see if they are in the faith
ii. Is why this crowd Jesus has been teaching will know prophecies, teachings, miracles and still cry out to free Barabbas and “crucify Him.”
F. So this message is not for everyone (so to speak) though gospel given for all (Mk. 16:15 - preach gospel to every creature) 
G. His own disciples had not understood (cf. Lk. 8:9) ask Him what parable meant!; puts them in class of unbelievers mentioned (Mat. 13:19)
i. Why then does Jesus not seem to identify them with the others who have gone away not understanding? (Mk. 4:10) What stopped anyone from the crowd from doing same thing? Nothing! These men different b/c they were  seekers of righteousness!

III. The Parable Explained (Rare!)
A. Mat. 13:18-23
B. Much seed sown: where seed fell described in 4 categories;  but ¾ of categories of seed mentioned = sown for not (scorched, unproductive, weed infested)
i. Much of the time we spend telling gospel to others will result without yield
ii. Sow anyway! Yield in this story not as dependant upon the sower as it is the condition of the soil (recipient’s heart - sower sows same as with all other seed); poor soil can be made to produce crop but I cannot change heart of another if they are not willing – up to them to determine to develop a “dirty mind” full of good soil fertile ready to produce and bear fruit
iii. Sowing not an exact science: notice the seed (word) was not withheld from any ground (even those who won’t listen!)
C. Possibility our seed will fall upon four kinds of hearts
i. Disbelieving Heart: Satan snatches from him because he did not understand 
1. How can we understand?
2. Most do not understand because they have never tried  (Pr.1:5; 2:6)
3. How many believe something w/o ever having studied it thoroughly themselves (many skeptics of the Bible have become believers because they studied it critically and came up short)
4. Ever heard someone say, “The more I study my Bible the harder I find it to believe”? Rarely if ever.
ii. Shallow Heart:
1. Expects Christianity to be like joining the local health club: easy, little required, show up when you want, drop membership when gets too hard
2. Quickly obeys the gospel and then learns what they have gotten themselves into
a. Persecutions
b. Required to teach others – public speaking and confrontation some of greatest fears people have; sure to bring about even more persecution
c. “Count me out!”
iii. Worldly Heart:
1. Ever known someone (great person on all counts) who would make great Christian but life (work, money, pleasure, other activities: ball games, family reunions, vacations, etc.) always seem to take priority? Worldly heart.
2. May even make small effort to be Christian
a. May even attend a worship service or two on regular/semi-regular basis
b. Luke records this person ‘s reception of the word “choked with cares, riches and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”
c. Starts but never grows to become mature Christian and his faith  choked out by thorns
d. May even be one going through motions of  Christian life but inwardly spiritually dead
3. Ever known of someone who can’t seem to see why life is such a mess (cheated on spouse, spend little time with kids and wonder why they are such a mess, drug abuse, party, alcohol, etc.) priorities all out of order (way God wants them) and they seem to be clueless about why life is such a struggle; why others seem to get so much further ahead of them; why others find peace and happiness where they do not
4. (Mat. 6:24) Cannot serve two masters, God and money; will love one and hate other
5. Not enough sense to get out of the thorns! Very thing they think will give them happiness is keeping them miserable – strong power of delusion Satan can have over us!
iv. Good Heart:
1. Characteristics: 1.) hears 2.) understands 3.) bears fruit (grows their faith) and 4) produces (does something with their faith)
2. Do you have a good heart? Have you done all of these? What has your faith produced?
D. Because the people are having such a hard time understanding, Jesus makes several more attempts in the following 6 parables to explain same urgent truth
i. To help the farmer understand he tells parable of tares (Mat. 13:24-30; 36-43)
1. Story of a man who sows good seed but at night his enemy sows tares among the wheat
a. Likened to Christ, who sows the good word of God
b. Enemy likened to Satan who snatches the word from man’s heart by planting bad seeds (Mat. 13:19), thus making them a son of the wicked one (Mat. 13:38)
2. The two must coexist for now. God patient; will not destroy the world with it’s righteous
3. Time is coming however, when tares (Satan’s sons who do his will) will be cast into the fire (destroyed); they will have regret but too late
4. Likewise the righteous gathered into Heaven where their righteousness shall shine forth!
ii. Mustard seed & Leaven (Mat. 13:31-33); The kingdom will start out small but will multiply and increase in size
iii. To help the merchant understand he tells parable of hidden Treasure & Pearl of Great Price and to help the women understand he tells parable of leaven (Mat. 13:44-46)
1. Man finds treasure hidden in a field; sells all he has to get the field or like a merchant who finds a pearl more valuable than all others -  sells all he has to get the rare pearl
2. Meaning: All of the price we will pay for enduring will be worth everything we have on this earth
iv. To help the fisherman understand he tells parable of the dragnet (Mat. 13:47-52)
1. Dragnet cast into the sea and pulled out full (caught them all)
2. Just as fishermen would sort the fish from the undesirable catch of the day, so will the angels separate the just from the unjust, carrying unjust into punishment
E. Notice Mat. 13:51
i. Now that Jesus had explained these things in parables He asks if they understood now to which they respond, “Yes, Lord.”
F. Putting it all together:
i. We must have a heart ready and willing to obey the Lord
ii. We identify those who hear because of outward signs of their faith: understand, they grow in faith, are productive with the word (Mat. 13:23)

IV. How Can I Develop a Dirty Mind (Fertile Soil Ready to Accept God’s Word)
A. Learn to recognize Satan’s three tactics against us:
i. Best: Condition us with His Lies so that we would not accept the truth even if it were presented to us; bombard us with lies from world so long are hearts not receptive
ii. Discouragement Through Opposition: send messengers who will make steadfast faith as difficult as possible
iii. Distraction by Materialism: 
1. Have you developed strong opinions about the Bible or some doctrine without ever really having studied it for yourself?
2. Have you been more interested in work than in studying the Bible?
3. Be honest with yourself: Is it your habit to turn on the television, computer, video game, IPod or engage in some other leisure activity and yet shun a regular study of the Bible and time for prayer and meditation on the word of God?
4. Do you find more joy in worldly pleasure than learning about, conversing with and worshipping your Heavenly Father?
B. If you know the answer to these questions is “yes” then there is absolutely nothing I can do to help you until you determine to develop a “dirty mind.”

Conclusion:
1. It would do each of us to examine what kind of heart we have.
2. Disbelieving heart? Are you even willing to consider what the Bible says; do you have proof for what you believe or do you stubbornly refuse to consider it? If so the Bible says Satan has his grip on you. Won’t you break free and consider what the Bible says?
3. Shallow Heart? Have you truly counted the cost of being a Christian? Have you proven the word of God to yourself enough that you are steadfast, ready to go the distance no matter what persecution/hardship may come your way
4. Worldly Heart? Are you as committed as you need to be? Are there things in this world that take a higher priority than serving the Lord?
5. Do you have a good heart, ready and willing to do whatever He asks?

Invitation:
1. Many people use various excuses for rejecting the will of God: “God will save me because I am a good person.” “I know I am saved because I feel it.” “I prayed and asked Jesus to save me so I know I’m saved.” (Did you know there is no biblical example of such? “I don’t think I need to do anything.” 
2. God wants you to have a heart fertile enough to accept His command to obey.
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