Mat12_9-14IsItLawful2DoGood

“Is it lawful to do good?”
(Mat. 12:9-14; Mk. 3:1-6; Lk. 6:6-11)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, October 25, 2009

Scripture Reading: Jas. 4:13-17

Accompanying Song: Love One Another

Purpose: Showing that mercy triumphs over ritual/legalism

Introduction:
1. Mk. 3:1-6
a. Jesus enters synagogue on Sabbath
b. Mk. 3:2 “they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath”
c. Not watching in hopes of seeing miracle; not in awe of Him (Messiah) but in disdain; watched “so that they might accuse Him.”
d. Mk. 3:3 “step forward” then confrontation begins
2. Is it lawful to do good? (Title Slide)
3. Might seem like silly question.
4. Opposition of Christ would have Him to believe that it is not lawful
5. Sometimes loud, bold opposition are only so because they have no argument and 

Body:
I. It is perfectly acceptable to ask religious leadership questions regarding their teachings.
A. As a teacher, if I myself want to be saved, I cannot afford to let my pride get in the way
B. These teachers are once again upset because Christ, the wiser, exposes error in their teaching by asking a question they cannot answer without admitting they are wrong or looking like a fool.
C. Some may feel apprehension about asking teacher about what he has taught; What bothers me most are not questions asked, but how few questions and comments are made about the lessons.

II. Legalism alone doth not a child of God make.
A. Some people get the idea that being stricter makes them more righteous. Not so. 
i. We must teach and uphold doctrine
ii. Pharisees in love with THEIR OWN RELIGION
1. Geikie reports that Rabbinical law:
a. Rabbis determined that the law allowed healing in life-or-death situations (this healing of withered hand not one of them) thus they watch Jesus here with intent to accuse (charge, discrediting); bring before Sanhedrin
b. Violation of the Sabbath for healthy person to take medicine on the Sabbath
c. Toothache? One could take vinegar but must swallow it (spitting out = violation of Sabbath)
d. Sore Throat? One could gargle with olive oil but must swallow (spitting out violation of Sabbath)
2. None of these were direct law or patterns in the law but pure application of the command not to work on the Sabbath
iii. We cannot bind application of principles
1. Certainly we can proclaim someone wrong to be engaged in looking at pornography (Mat. 5:28; Jas. 4:4a)
a. But I do not have the right to publish a list of television shows, movies, websites, etc. that are not acceptable
2. Certainly it is wrong to engage in alcohol consumption (Prov. 20:1: 23:20; Gal. 5:19, 21)
a. I do not have right to determine that you cannot eat dinner in an establishment that serves alcohol
3. Smoking another issue: I could never tell someone that it is a godly activity, would never encourage young Christian to take it up; could not picture Jesus doing it
a. All verses I would use to teach against smoking would be my application of those verses
iv. I have responsibility to work out my own faith with fear and trembling; do not have
v. Each man must determine where he will draw his “line in the sand” for himself and dealing with others
B. (Mk. 2:27) The Sabbath made for man, not man for Sabbath
C. Our business not to follow laws, but to follow our Lord (something they were not doing)

III. You cannot please everybody, nor should you try.
A. Bob Buchannon sermon: “Can you please everybody?” Yes, if all behave like Christians; unfortunately the world we live in a world not like this (2 Tim. 3:5); some appear to be godly but are not so
B. Jesus not a rebel
i. Did not take pleasure in upsetting apple cart, challenging religious establishment; irreligious behavior
ii. Not interested in merely causing a sensation
iii. Not trying to astonish people with showmanship
iv. Too earnest for such behavior
v. We would do well to learn from Him 
C. Jesus simply did what was right when it was right without great concern about whose feathers might be ruffled
D. Jesus cannot please everyone
i. Man with withered hand desires to be healed
ii. Pharisees do not want him healed, at least not on the Sabbath
iii. Who will he please…the man? The Pharisees?
iv. Neither were Christ’s motivation
1. Some might look at this and say that He pleased the man w/withered hand – not so
2. Jesus pleased God – always first motive on His mind
3. Needs to be our first motivation as well if we want to be God’s people
E. When many of us feel opposition or disapproval from our peers we might feel pressure to do as they wish
F. In spite of knowing of their disapproval, Jesus did what was right anyway.
G. Not new concept for many of us; some may have come for challenging, thought provoking lesson and we hear “You cannot please everybody, nor should you try.”
i. We say we understand this, but do we practice it?
ii. Who are you trying to please? Yourself? Others? Or God?
1. 
2. Do you evangelize? In your years on earth, how many have you had part in leading to Christ? How many have you tried  to have a part in (1 Cor. 3:6)?

H. (1 Thess. 2:4) Not try to please anyone on earth – not even self but only concerned with God 

IV. Some do not have pure motives and that must be recognized. 
A. Jesus tried to get them to think honestly Mk. 3:4 “‘Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?’ But they kept silent.” 
i. They had no response to offer
ii. Some people do not have a defense for their actions they just want others to think that they do

V. Some do not want to believe
A. Judging by the audience we have here today, I will go out on a limb to say most of us have pure motives
i. We should not always assume everyone has as pure a heart as we do
ii. Some do not want the truth
B. Easy to think that if we just had the power of the apostles/Jesus to perform miracles or present Jesus everyone would believe – not true
C. “…being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’” (Mk. 3:5) 
D. Hard hearts: 
i. These men will not believe regardless of proof (they believe for they are waiting to see if Jesus will heal on the Sabbath); already have all proof they should need (confirming miracles) yet still will not believe; the question in their heart indicts them; smacks of rebellious, stubborn attitudes; even when confronted with overwhelming evidence they refused to believe
ii. Such men still exist to this day
E. Belief is not some great leap of blind faith – it is a choice to study and accept the facts
i. In this passage they do not seem to doubt the source of Jesus’ power (God)
ii. If God did not approve, would He allow Jesus to perform such things on the Sabbath?
iii. From this alone they should have understood principle Jesus later taught during a similar incident (Mat. 12:1-2)
1. Pharisees upset (Mat. 12:3-8)
2. God demands strict obedience for sure (Ac. 22:3 “strictness of our Father’s Law”); but even above keeping law God desires mercy first; God does not want others to suffer at cost of upholding a rule of law
3. Mercy trumps sacrifice
4. (1 Jn. 4:20) If we do not love our brother whom we have seen we cannot love God whom we have not seen 
5. Jesus = Lord of Sabbath
F. We appreciate belief: what it affords us through hope. Why would some not wish to believe? Seems preposterous.
G. Belief causes any man to give some things up:
i. Drunk – his bottle
ii. Fornicator – his lust
iii. Rich – share their wealth
iv. Proud religious – their pride; submit leadership to Christ; admit false beliefs
v. Independent minded – give control to Christ
vi. If you have not given some things up, doubtful you are faithful Christian

VI. The righteous will be persecuted.
A. After Jesus heals man they plot to kill Him Matthew records they went out that they might “destroy Him”
i. Notice who this is…religious establishment
ii. questioning and challenging him often
iii. Who would believe in mass conspiracies against us 
1. If our brethren were against us would we be able to withstand?
2. (1 Cor. 11:19) Necessary that divisions come so honest hearts can see who is right
a. Ironically, this very passage deals w/worship of church – Lord’s supper
b. Controversy has arisen among those who claim to be believers today; Is it lawful for the church to engage in social/recreational activities?; just as question arose about it being lawful to heal on Sabbath, I ask you, in light of v. 22 “do you not have houses to eat and drink in?” Honest hearts can see the setting for social activities and it is not in a worship setting but the home! Honest hearts will admit that.
B. Had no scriptural rebuttal (“teachers” of the law), yet angry with Him
C. Pharisees would rather consort with the Herodians (supporters of the Roman government, which the Pharisees denied) rather than one proving to have a divine power to heal!
i. Explains Mt. 22:15-16 - Continued to be a thorn in the side of Jesus


Conclusion:
1. The Flip Side:
a. God desires mercy before sacrifice; in other words love and care for fellow man ought to take priority over worship to God (You do not fail to help neighbor when house on fire to keep from missing church service)

2. Seek the More Noble Cause
a. Ungodliness will reveal itself 
b. (Mat. 7:16-20) “By their fruits you shall know them.”
c. Period of time when observance of the Sabbath had declined into a cold and lax in spirit; Pharisees strict in regard to the letter of law but their hearts were far-removed from the Lord
d. When it would be possible that Jesus could heal a man

Invitation:
1. Noble Cause: Submitting to Lord
2. Jesus said (Rom. 12:1); Sacrifice = one who has died in service to Lord
3. Are you ready to die unto yourself in service to Lord? Means giving entire life to Him
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