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“What Will It Take?”
(Mat. 12:38-50)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans December 6, 2009

Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose: To help the listener to see that some will not believe regardless of our best efforts, therefore it does no good to feel it is our shortcoming when we fail to convert everyone we meet. Secondly, the listener is encouraged to examine themselves. Some believe they are true Christians when they are not truly converted at all. We know this because they do not live their faith out on a daily basis but are believers in word only.
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Introduction:
1. Glad to be here; mean with all sincerity; all of us face trials, disappointments but Satan has special ways to discourage preachers; put doubts in our minds; discourage; this week has been one of those weeks
2. I am grateful to be member of this congregation, where I know there are people who love me and love one another
3. Without you those times of disappointment would be a much more difficult struggle to endure
4. Lord’s church is beautiful in that regard particularly – that we have a congregation full of people who have shown me kindness and paid me compliment…even when I knew I didn’t deserve it
5. As I thought about these things, how grateful I was to know I have brothers and sisters like this; so many in the world do not
6. To our visitors I would invite you to become part of this group of friends for we’re are more than friends – brothers and sisters in Christ
7. If you do not have relationship I just described, not hard; these people will welcome you with open arms if you will only let them know that you want to!
8. Your love and support makes everything bearable
9. (Mat. 12:38-50)
10. Pharisees opposing Jesus
11. Come asking for a sign
12. Jesus would never have refused to perform a sign if it would help people to believe, repent and accept Him to be saved
13. Christ did not perform signs to merely awe; amaze; display power like magician; gain popularity; (Mk. 16:20) [2] signs confirmed the words which He spoke
14. (Mt. 12:23) [3] Multitude (many untrained and uneducated) saw these signs and began to believe; “Son  of David”
15. Though multitudes believe, Pharisees seek sign; claim to need further confirmation that proves Christ to be what He claims
16. Why do Pharisees seeks a sign?
a. Not because they do not know that He can. Mat. records: 
i. (Mat. 12:10) man w/withered hand healed
ii. (Mat. 12:15) Multitudes healed
iii. (Mat. 12:22) Demon possessed, blind and mute healed (triple miracle)
b. Yet Pharisees still seek a sign from Jesus! 
17. What will it take for some to believe and submit [Title - #4]?

Body:
I. Some Will Not Believe Regardless of What We Do
A. Tough reality we must all face
B. Lane – went back to IA thinking he would just need to study the scriptures with his family and they would immediately and unreservedly accept what they said
C. Jesus did all that He could do in His day: 
i. Lived sinless life
ii. Fulfilled every prophecy
iii. Taught like no other (Jn. 7:14-16) [5]
iv. Taught with passion; He pleaded at times and he was harsh with chastisement at others – perfect response regardless of situation – personal attacks, false teachers, hopelessly misguided and lost people
v. Confirmed through miracles
vi. He was obviously the Son of God Himself and yet people would not obey Him.
D. Have you ever beat yourself up inside for failing to convert someone else? Maybe you’ve said:
i. “I’m just not good at evangelism.”
ii. “I never know just what to say.”
iii. “I fail every time I try to talk to somebody else. It just ends up in an argument.” 
E. Maybe you feel, “I would speak to more people, but that is just not my gift.”
i. We may mistakenly judge ourselves on the success we have “debating” someone into obedience
ii. In matters of evangelism we do not base our success upon the number who obey but on our willingness to seize every opportunity to share with others
F. Maybe you felt that if you just had the gift of the Holy Spirit to perform miracles…then people would believe…(Even Jesus, who had all knowledge and power could not convince a great many…are you greater than Christ Himself)
G. Fact: Some will not believe regardless of what you have to offer them; hearts are hardened to truth; Regardless of: 
i. Argument we could use
ii. Evidence we could offer
iii. Our approach: soft and gentle or hellfire and brimstone
iv. …yet some determined not to believe!
H. When we speak the truth in love and people do not heed the warning, it is not us who needs to feel guilty; fault with them

II. Will others condemn you by their acceptance on the day of judgment? 
A. Will you stand before God without excuse? Frightening thought.
B. Jesus responds:
"An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”  (Matthew 12:39 NKJV) [6]

i. Jesus predicts greatest sign of all: His own death burial and resurrection
ii. One may be able to consort with others to fake raising from the dead…
iii. Bu these men will put Christ to death themselves – they certain He’s dead…and then He will rise again victorious over death!
iv. A sign they cannot deny (if honest)
v. For the time being, they can deny:
1. The prophecies that speak of Him
2. The way he knows the law without any formal training
3. His ability to confound his antagonizers
4. His ability to perform miracles: control of elements, healing sick and raising dead
vi. One can deny these things and will merely be in danger of judgment…
vii. But one who denies Christ after He has risen from the dead – all hope has been lost if that will not convince them
C. He mentions that there will be gentiles that will judge His generation: The men of Nineveh and the queen of the south
i. Why?
ii. Because the men of Nineveh repented
iii. Because the queen of the south listened to the wisdom of Solomon
iv. Although they have a greater Jonah/Solomon they will neither repent or listen
D. Because of their sad state of rejection Christ compares them to one who has had an unclean spirit
i. The spirit departs from him
ii. The man is blessed for having been freed from this burden
iii. Yet not only does the spirit return, he brings with him seven other spirits with him so that the final state is worse than the first
E. Same true of Israel
i. Israel had rid herself of sins that had previously plagued her (like adultery)
ii. Yet now she refuses to listen to the wisdom of Christ and repent. 
iii. Thus her final state is worse than the first.
F. What of you?
i. You now know of Christ
ii. What have you done with that knowledge in your life? Obeyed Him? Served Him w/your life?
iii. What of those who are Christians here today?
1. Will your end be worse than beginning?
2. Were freed of sin
3. To what benefit?
4. (Heb. 6:4-6) [7]
5. If we have faith but neither live it nor accomplish anything with it, we are worse off having known what to do but knowing our lost state for not doing it.

III. What will it take to get you to believe? 
A. Suspect most here today because they do believe. Or do you?
B. Maybe you are on that other side of fence…what will it take you to believe? What are you waiting for?
C. Maybe you are struggling with sins. 
i. Sins of commission
1. Are you stubbornly hanging onto some sin that you will not repent of?
2. If so, God says, “Stop it now! Turn away from it and back to Me before it is too late!”
ii. Sins of omission: things you know you should be doing but don’t
D. What is belief? (Many have idea that belief is nothing more than a thought that just sits in your heart and collects dust most of the time)
i. Belief originates from the word of God (Rom. 10:17) 
ii. Believers believe in Yahweh, the  God of the Bible alone, having no other Gods (Isa. 43:10) [8]
1. Today’s world politically correctness: A fair representative of this thought is expressed in the writings of Mellen-Thomas Benedict who is an artist who claims to have received a direct revelation from beyond: [9]
“I asked God: "What is the best religion on the planet? Which one is right?’ God said with great love: ‘It doesn't matter.’ What an incredible grace. It does not matter what religion we are. Religions come and they go. They change. Buddhism has not been here forever, Catholicism has not been here forever, and they are all about to become more enlightened.”

2. World tells us that all religions, all roads lead to Heaven – simply not so. Christianity and political correctness usually at odds with one another
iii. Believers believe God and accept His word (2 Ch. 20:20) [10]
iv. Believers will not continue in sin (Jn. 12:46) [11]
v. True belief is always accompanied with action (Ac. 16:31-33) [12] typical of every conversion in the book of Acts! Hebrews 11 is the faith chapter. In that chapter we see faith and works working together in numerous examples. 
1. 11:4 “By faith Abel offered”; 
2. 11:5 By Faith Enoch was taken away. Why? Because he pleased God
3. 11:6 God rewards those who diligently seek Him
4. 11:7 By faith Noah prepared an ark
5. And so on all through the chapter faith is mentioned accompanying the works of so many great Bible characters
6. This is why James said that faith works together with our works to make our faith perfect (Jas. 2:22) [13]; that man is justified by his works and not by faith only (Jas. 2:24) without works is dead (Jas. 2:20, 26)
vi. Believers will live their faith, not just profess a faith (1 Tim. 4:12) [14] Timothy was to be an example for others to follow!
vii. Faith is the evidence of things not seen (Heb. 11:1, 2) [15]; How can I know you have faith? Simply because you tell me you have faith? Or because I can see that you have faith by the way you live your life?
viii. Believers keep whatever commandments pertain to them (1 Jn. 3:23, 24) [16].
E. Are you living the Christian life? What can be said or done will inspire you to do so?
i. Jesus, God Himself has appeared in the flesh
ii. Has provided every sign necessary
iii. All evidence supports the Bible
iv. If you are not yet converted (I mean living the Christian life as you should) then what can be said or done here this day to move you?

Conclusion:
1. Does your faith tell me that you are a Christian? [17]
a. Do you attend worship regularly (Heb. 10:22-26)? 
b. Do you pray? How often (1 Th. 5:17)? 
c. Do you study your Bible (Jos. 1:8; 2 Tim. 2:15)?
d. Do you share with others in need (Eph. 4:28)?
e. Are you someone to confide in (Jas. 5:16)?
f. Do you help bear burdens others have (Gal. 6:2)?
g. How do you treat others?
h. Have you obeyed God in your life?
i. Unfortunate that we need to take so much time to discuss this but we live in a world of religious confusion
ii. Have you read God’s word to know what to do…what makes a Christian…to know what to have faith in (Rom. 10:17)?
iii. Have you believed; accepted the facts (Jn. 8:24)?
iv. Have you confessed your sins (Rom. 10:9) and repented of them (Lk. 13:5)? 
v. Have you confessed that Christ is the son of God (Mat. 10:32, 33)?
vi. Have you been baptized into Christ for the remission of sins (not to be made part of a denomination (Ac. 2:38, 47)?
vii. Have you lived your life faithful since then (Mat. 10:22), repenting when you have fallen short?
i. Do you seize every opportunity to share the gospel with others as well (2 Tim. 2:2)?
2. What will it take to get you to believe?
a. The great day of judgment? Yes, eventually all will believe. For some that day will come too late.

Invitation:
1. If you are struggling, be a seeker for those who seek are promised to find. When our faith is weak we ought to confess this and beg the Lord for help as one father did (Mk. 9:24) [18].
2. 
3. (Jn. 1:12) [19] Only those who believe (follow His will) are given the right to become God’s children
4. Only those who believe (follow His will) will be saved (Jn. 3:18) [20]
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