Mat. 12_31-37UnforgivableIdleWords

“Unforgivable Idle Words”
(Mat. 2:31-37)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, November 1, 2009

Scripture Reading: Jas. 3:3-10

Accompanying Song: Angry Words/Love One Another

Purpose: To inspire the listener to think very cautiously before they speak; to understand that words reveal the condition of person’s (spiritual) heart

Introduction:
1. Mat. 12:31-37
2. Pharisees: so frequently surface as textbook example of how not to be; no exception here
a. Speaking rashly in Matthew’s accounts; using absurd arguments
i. Picking grain to eat is working on Sabbath; little different than picking up to eat with little more effort but to remove chafe
ii. Unlawful to heal on Sabbath because that would be work; yet they would pull sheep out of pit on Sabbath; priests work on Sabbath without profaning it
iii. Casting out demons: He is only able to do that because the ruler of the demons has given Him power to do so
1. Jesus explains the foolishness of such argumentation
2. Satan, giving power to Jesus to cast out His own demons, so that Jesus can draw people to Himself to teach them about the Lord; foolish
b. My imagination only: ongoing contest among Jewish religious leadership of day
i. Constantly coming to Jesus questioning, testing, debating
ii. Must have really got under the nails that these “learned and masters of the law” (in their own eyes) could not defeat or expose this lowly, untrained and unlearned Nazarene carpenter
iii. I am sure by now they are tired of tasting sandal dust in their mouth as they open it and insert their foot once again
iv. They would never accept the cold, hard, reliable, undeniable facts that stood before them:
1. He can teach this way though untaught, untrained
2. He is confirmed by God through various signs and wonders
3. He fulfills all prophecy; who can this be but our Messiah?
4. Yet, sadly, they rejected him time and again.
c. Jesus spoke about idol or “careless” (RSV) words, how harm comes to a man through them
i. The Pharisees has not respected the words He spoke
ii. We live in the same world today where men stubbornly refuse to listen to God’s word and insist that they MUST be right
3. Jesus speaking of words we must be ever cautious and never careless with “Idle words”
4. Things we say are not without consequence

Body:
I. Blasphemy Against the Spirit: Unpardonable Sin
A. Thought of unpardonable sin is connected in Matthew’s record concerning these “idle words”
B. Jews rejected Christ, sought to undermine and destroy Him, thwart His every effort and discredit Him for who He was; to this He said:(Mat. 12:32)
C. What is this sin that is without pardon?
D. Can one be against Christ and be saved? Certainly not! Are either with Jesus or against Him; cannot do both (Matthew 12:30) 
E. How might we reject the Spirit today?
i. 3 in godhead: Father, Son, Holy Spirit
ii. Father designed plan; Son completed plan; Spirit Revealed plan
iii. How can we “speak against” the Spirit?
1. Blasphemy: speaking evil of God
2. To reject word of God = to call Him liar
3. Also defined by Easton’s Bible Dictionary: “a continued and obstinate rejection of the gospel, and hence is an unpardonable sin, simply because as long as a sinner remains in unbelief he voluntarily excludes himself from pardon”
4. Therefore, to refuse to accept what God’s word says and to insist that you are right in spite of all evidence revealed in word: unpardonable sin.
5. Therefore, will all religious groups be saved?
6. Jesus says:
(Matthew 12:32) “…whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.”  (NKJV)
a. Can we insist on:
i. Own forms of worship
ii. Own ideas about what the church should be?
iii. Own doctrines, in spite of what the Bible says?
b. If we insist on such things, will God be happy? All brands of Christianity going to Heaven? Just call yourself a Christian and that makes you one? Is that right?
F. Why are blasphemies against Lord forgivable but not Sprit?
i. Not because Spirit is greater than Christ (Ph. 2:6)
ii. Because we may reject Christ for a time on this earth and hope remains for us
iii. If we reject the Spirit, from which the word comes, there no longer remains a hope for us.
G. In this lesson, we learn that the contents of our heart are revealed by the words we speak; the words we speak reveal the actions we will take
H. Root of this lesson is not to the words, but for the concern of the contents of your heart.
I. Mat. 12:36-37 What we say is no small matter; you and I will be judged by our words because our words equal what lies within our heart; thus men are revealed by their hearts (1 Jn. 3:20)
J. What has the Spirit done that we may reject Him?
i. All scripture is inspired (2 Pet. 1:21; Eph. 3:5)
ii. Thus the Bible of God is how God, through the Spirit speaks to us today:
(Ephesians 6:17) And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  (NKJV)

1. So, to know that God has spoken to us through His word, yet to disregard the word so as not to obey it, causes us to be lost, so long as we continue to reject it’s teachings:
(Hebrews 10:26) For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  (NKJV)

(Romans 14:23) But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.  (NKJV)

K. Is it unfair to say some who profess to be Christians will not go to Heaven?
L. God’s word cannot both say:
i. Baptism is necessary and at the same time not
ii. All sects of Christianity are going to Heaven and at the same time they are not
iii. The Bible pattern is to have communion on the first day of the week and at the same time it does not
iv. Any other number of differences between us and the denominations
M. To SAY it doesn’t matter to God is not enough. God needs to tell us it doesn’t matter to Him. He has told us just the opposite.
N. To reject the word of God is a sin deserving of death.
(Hebrews 5:9) And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,  (NKJV)
 
O. The word gives us faith
(Romans 10:17) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  (NKJV)
P. To reject the Spirit is to reject His word; to reject the word is to reject what God has said and thereby the authority of God! That is a sin!

(Romans 6:23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (NKJV)

Q. If I teach something not found in God’s word yet insist it pleases God that makes me a liar! If I know I can’t find it in the Bible and yet insist that it is there, that makes me intellectually dishonest (1 Tim. 4:1-2, 7)
R. When someone claims to teach only what the Bible teaches and yet 

II. Idle/Careless words of…
A. Mat.12:36 For every word spoken there is God in Heaven who is listening
i. Speak one way in church/around Christian company and speak differently in other settings
ii. Do not fool yourself; God does not only see and hear you when in church but when you are at the lowest darkest moments of who you are as well; even knows your thoughts (1 Ch. 28:9)
B. Gossip: 
(Proverbs 16:28) 
A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the best of friends.  (NKJV)

i. Easier to see fault in others than self
ii. Some talk about others in order to raise themselves above others; case with Pharisees as they attacked Jesus, denied His teaching and miracles
C. Words Used Carelessly: 
(Proverbs 10:19) 
In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise.  (NKJV)

(James 1:26) 
If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.  (NKJV)

D. Words Spoken Hastily: 
(Proverbs 29:20) 
Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.  (NKJV)

E. Dirty Jokes/Filthy Language: 
(Ephesians 5:4) 
neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.  (NKJV)

i. Lord’s name in vain 
(Exodus 20:7) 
"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  (NKJV)

ii. Not just swearing using reference to Lord
iii. Speaking of Lord w/o attitude of sincere reverence
iv. Not just swearing, but also using it in careless reference
v. Some jokes portray Jesus or Lord in careless or even sinful manner (I assure you God not humored)
vi. Name of Jesus to be honored 
(Philippians 2:9-11) 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (NKJV)

F. Anger: 
(Proverbs 15:1) 
A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.  (NKJV)

G. Lies: 
(Proverbs 19:5) 
A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who speaks lies will not escape.  (NKJV)

i. Lying words cause unnecessary strife
(Proverbs 6:16-19) 
These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.  (NKJV)

ii. Jesus said the devil is father of; any characteristic that makes us more like devil likely one to be avoided
iii. Lies can involve others who trust you and support you; others may repeat your words
iv. Some lies designed to protect self at cost of others
v. Said things in direct opposition to the truth
1. I know there is no indication there is ______ in the pattern of the new testament church but I want this as part of the work of the church anyway
2. This, too pressures others into uncomfortable position of choosing between your respect, acceptance and friendship and doing what is right
H. Deceitful Words:
(1 Peter 3:10) 
For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.  (NKJV)

i. deceit = same word as decoy; words that mislead
ii. Telling story but leaving certain parts out because you wish to slant to make point; leave facts/explanations out to make someone look worse than what they do; even asking rhetorical question to leave it hang
I. Speaking Evil of Others:
i. Those in authority 
(Jude 1:8)
Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.  (NKJV)

ii. Those around us 
(Matthew 5:21-22) 
"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.  (NKJV)

J. Flattering Words: 
(Romans 16:18) 
For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.  (NKJV)

K. Rash Oaths: 
(Matthew 5:33-37) 
"Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' "But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; "nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. "Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. "But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.  (NKJV)

L. Corrupt Words: 
(Ephesians 5:29) 
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.  (NKJV)

M. Considering all that the Bible has to say about this subject of idle words, we realize it to be an oxymoron; no words are truly idle in God’s eyes!

Conclusion:
1. The next time, when you believe something religiously that you cannot support in the Bible, will you insist that it is right? Insist on continuing to believe as you do regardless of the facts? This is inexcusable in God’s eyes. You cannot expect to make it to Heaven with such an attitude!
2. Additionally, Jesus 

Invitation:
1. We have spoken of several ways not to use the tongue; might I suggest one way to use the tongue (Rom. 10:10)
2. To confess Him means we accept all He said, all that the Godhead taught (for He is one with God)
3. This includes belief, repentance, baptism and commitment to live according to God’s word hereafter
4. Maybe  you have had stubborn spirit unwilling to accept God’s word until this point…won’t you break down those walls tonight?
5. Come forward and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord
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