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“Divided We Fall”
(Mat. 12:22-32)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, October 25, 2009

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 1:11-15

Accompanying Song: Give Me the Bible

Purpose: To inspire the Christian to fully submit to God’s will.

Introduction:/Background:
1. Relates Jesus’ experiences w/religious world
2. Gulf widens between Jesus and Pharisees
3. Matthew records other confrontations Jesus had with religious leadership:
a. Mat. 12:1-8
i. Jesus’ disciples plucked grain to eat on Sabbath; Pharisees see and proclaim sabbatical violation
ii. Jesus embarrasses them by mentioning situation I am sure they had never considered; David and his men in violation of law when they ate showbread which was not normally lawful for them to eat
iii. Jesus further infuriates them by stating…
1. He is not only greater than the temple (Mat. 12:6) 
2. He is also Lord of the Sabbath (Mat. 12:8)
b. Mat. 12:9-14 “another Sabbath” (Lk. 6:6)
i. Jesus about to heal man with withered hand on Sabbath
ii. Jesus again embarrasses them by asking them, if they had sheep that fell into pit on Sabbath, would they pull it out
1. They would
2. Pulling sheep out of pit certainly resembles work more so than healing a withered hand
iii. Jesus heals the man; they were without excuse; if God had not approved Jesus would not have had power to heal man
4. Important elements of law Pharisees did not understand:
a. Gal. 3:19 added because of transgressions 
b. Mk. 2:27 Sabbath made for man, not God

Body:
I. Could Jesus worship with me?
A. Now Jesus has audacity to defy them again, healing once more (Mat. 12:15); Not only heals, but MULTITUDES!
B. What sad state Israel in at this moment
C. Jesus must have looked forward to Sabbath
i. Above all other days
ii. Left heavenly abode
iii. Longed for day when Father & He reunited & He would be removed from filth of sin and wickedness of this world
D. Attitude of Pharisees and scribes; legalism have completely ruined worship for Jesus
i. Jesus = God
ii. Jesus had been in their midst but because they would not accept Him
iii. God was not even welcome in their worship
E. Would God be welcome in the worship services we see today?
i. If God’s word gives instructions to “sing” (Col. 3:16) and yet we throw him out demanding to sing and play, have we made God welcome?
ii. If God tells us, through only example in His word that 1st cent. Church took communion on 1st day of week (Ac. 20:7) yet we insist on having it quarterly, monthly, yearly, etc. have we made God welcome?
iii. If our preacher is told to preach the word (2 Tim. 4:2) will we insist that he preach things not found in God’s word; look at him as motivational speaker, professional story teller or local comedian to entertain us? If we wanted that style of preaching, would God be welcome in our service?
iv. If we become like Pharisees, unwilling to listen, consider if they might be incorrect in their teaching; when even the word of God cannot change our hearts to desire to worship as He desires, God can no longer feel welcome here.
F. When worship becomes God never intended for it to be, we need to ask ourselves if God feels welcome here.
i. If not, need to change
ii. Let us make sure that our worship acceptable to God so He accepts

II. (Mat. 12:22-29) A House Divided Cannot Stand
A. Man brought to Jesus: blind, mute and demon-posessed; now speaks and sees (double miracle)
B. “All the multitudes were amazed and said, could this be the son of David?”
i. Chumbley reports this to be the only time this phrase is used in the gospels and concludes that not just a handful were affected by this miracle but all believed and questioned if this were “the Son of David” a common phrase used concerning the Messiah
ii. Pharisees must extinguish such talk; approach matter by insinuating that Jesus is only able to cast out demons by the demonic influence that they claim is within Him, calling him the ruler of the demons. 
C. Christ first argument is a reduction ad absurdum (reduced to absurdity: showing that such an argument is impossible or absurd when carried to its logical conclusion). 
D. Three reasons why this miracle was from God:
i. Satan would oppose himself (Mat. 12:25, 26)
ii. Because it did good (Mat. 12:27-28)
1. Their own religious leaders claimed to have the power of exorcism (Mk. 9:38; Ac. 19:13-16)
2. “You have your Jewish leaders who cast out demons,” Jesus says, “by whose power do they then cast out demons?”
iii. Because it defeated Satan (Mat. 12:29-30)
1. Jesus demonstrates that such internal conflict leads to disaster
2. Jesus, supposed ruler of the demons, to gain favor to Himself, undermines the work of the devil by doing the will of God to gain the favor of the devil (doing God’s will, they claim, will draw people to the devil)
E. Jesus demonstrates that a house divided cannot stand.
i. Christ was not divided; Pharisees were ones divided
1. They claimed to be God’s true people
2. At same time they resisted His will
3. Divided against themselves
F. Made them guilty of the…

III. Unpardonable Sin (Mat. 12:31, 32)
A. In Mat. 12:23 the people were convinced by the evidence that this could be the Son of David
i. However, when confronted with  the evidence, the Pharisees felt more and more threatened and angry at encroachment of Christ upon their prominence
ii. Common people could see that this was their Messiah; took no formal training in the scriptures
iii. What upset the Pharisees the most about Jesus: He exposed them for who they were; when they had encounters with Him they were forced to face fact that they only loved preeminence among men and not God
B. Unpardonable sin = subject of much controversy; mystery; confusion
i. Jesus mentions ability to be forgiven for rejecting Him (fortunate for them)
ii. But every blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven men
iii. Why?
1. It was through the Spirit Jesus was conceived (Mat. 1:8)
2. His baptism prophesied by John (Mat. 3:11)
3. Spirit descended upon Jesus at His baptism (Mat. 3:16)
4. Led him into the wilderness to be tempted (Mat. 4:1)
5. Was promised to inspire the apostles while on trial (Mat. 10:20)
6. Was put on Jesus (God’s servant as prophesied by Isaiah  (Mat. 12:18)
7. Was the means by which Jesus cast out demons (Mat. 12:28)
C. Thus to reject the Spirit who conceived, testifies, and led Jesus was to reject everything God’s covenant with them was based upon (Gen. 26:4)
i. God’s covenant  with Israel: a conditional covenant (Lev. 26:14-16)
ii. Therefore if the Messiah is rejected, all blessings that come through the covenant of the seed will be rejected as well
D. How can we become guilty of unpardonable sin?
i. Rom. 1:16 Gospel Saves; 2 Jn. 1:9 If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ we are godless
ii. Unrepentant sin = rejecting what God has told us to do
iii. Ought to cause us to examine ourselves carefully
iv. When the word of God says we are not measuring up and are unwilling to conform
v. Lessons taught in assembly not for my exercise in speech, but to cause us to think; not for us to merely know but to know and live
vi. Knowing, but not living obediently is the unpardonable sin before the Lord

Conclusion:
1. Are we divided within ourselves?
2. Are we on one hand wanting to be Christians while on the other not fully serving Christ with our whole being?
3. Are we divided within ourselves?
4. If so, Christ says we shall self-destruct. A house divided cannot stand.

Invitation:
1. Maybe you are a Christian who has had divided spirit.
2. Maybe you have wanted to obey the gospel but have never taken that first step; divided within yourself, something holding you back.
3. Determine not to be internally divided any longer.
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