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“Have You Not Read?”
(Mat. 12:1-8)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans Sept 6, 2009

Scripture Reading: 1 Thess. 5:23-27

Accompanying Song: Give Me the Bible

Purpose: To help the listener to see the need not only to know the scriptures, but also to understand the spiritual relevance behind them.

Introduction:
1. In this lesson I wish to discuss the importance of proper understanding conjoined with proper motive; confusion from misunderstanding
2. “During the Civil War,” writes author Tim Riter, “President Lincoln attended Wednesday evening services at a church close to the White House. Accompanied by Secret Service agents, Lincoln would sit in the pastor’s study during the message; then they would walk back together. One evening, after the service, an agent asked Lincoln, ‘What did you think of tonight’s sermon?’
Lincoln replied, ‘It was brilliantly conceived, biblical, relevant, and well presented.’
“‘So, it was a great sermon?’
“‘No, it failed. It failed because Dr. Gurley did not ask us to do something great.’”
· Today in the Word, May, 1996, p. 30
a. The preacher of which President Lincoln spoke apparently understood his Bible well…
b. What disappointed Lincoln was that the preacher did not make spiritual application of the passage!
c. It is possible to know the text by heart while still fail to realize it’s spiritual relevance.
3. Read Mat. 12:1-8 
4. Overview:
a. Please note verses three and five in our passage today…where I get the title for today’s lesson…“Have you not read…”
i. Jesus and disciples have been traveling together
ii. Jesus, in his ministry, some disciples helping, others following and learning
iii. Have no food to eat, so, Luk. 6:1 records:
Luke 6:1 NKJV 
1 Now it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that He went through the grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in their hands.

iv. Pharisees observe this…not unlawful to eat on the Sabbath
1. Preparing of food in any fashion would have been deemed “work” and thus working on Sabbath would be unlawful. 
2. They are separating chafe and grain in their hands on the Sabbath so that they can eat it. 
3. Thus Pharisees find yet another reason to point finger of accusation against Him by pointing to the “flaws” of His followers.
5. Five Lessons we can observe from this confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees; lesson about faith, that God demands both strict obedience but strict obedience must be perfectly counterbalanced with a proper spiritual understanding resulting in a heart that desires to follow God out of love and reverence for Him.

Body:
I. Number One: Faithfulness Must Be Legislated In the Heart Rather Than By Men
A. Pharisees, self-appointed “law enforcement” (yet another problem with their thinking – believing that forcing people to follow the requirements of the law would be pleasing to God. 
i. God not looking for mere completion of ordinances but wants people to do them out of heartfelt desire to serve Him rather than out of compulsion; 
ii. Compulsory obedience not true obedience at all.
iii. Pharisees had not comprehended this.
B. God desires that His law be followed out of concern for the spiritual welfare of others rather than a spirit of legalism
C. The point is this: We cannot appoint ourselves to be God’s self-appointed law enforcement
i. We could, like the Pharisees, appoint men to monitor the lives of people and try to force them to obey the word (that is what the Pharisees did through threats and intimidation)
ii. We can, and should refrain from tolerating sin
iii. But we cannot legislate obedience. Obedience must be legislated in the heart by oneself, not by another

II. Number Two: We Ought to Know Both the Word of God and Also The Spiritual Relevance Behind the Word
A. All publishers receive strange letters from readers, but this one to the Christian Science Monitor is a classic: 
Dear Sir: When I subscribed a year ago you stated that if I was not satisfied at the end of the year I could have my money back. Well, I would like to have it back. On second thought, to save you the trouble, you may apply it on my next year’s subscription.”
 This Man understood the rule, but apparently not the logic (reason for having the rule).
B. Knowing scripture while failing to understand the spiritual meaning and application thereof will lead to misunderstanding very basic Biblical principles 
i. Pharisees: guilty of knowing what the law said, but missing the spiritual significance thereof.
ii. Pharisees had priorities switched around:
Mark 2:27 NKJV 
27 And He said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.

C. Have you read?
i. Jesus made this statement not once but twice in Mat. 12:1-8, “Have you not read.” (Mat. 12:3, 5)
1. Rhetorical question. These were students of the law, self-appointed enforcers of the law (and traditions of the elders) even.
2. No doubt that they had read these scriptures. Jesus knew that.
3. What Jesus means by criticizing is not to question if they had ever read these verses but to make a rhetorical statement in shock. 
4. Their misunderstanding about what is happening with Jesus and the disciples plucking heads of grain as they travel through the fields is so far off it would seem like they were ignorant of what the scriptures even said.
ii. The error of the Pharisees…the reason they were so spiritually bankrupt was because they merely had a knowledge of what the scriptures SAID….knowledge of scripture and little understanding of God or His Son…
1. …they even had superior knowledge of DOCTRINE 
2. Where they had failed was in believing that knowing DOCTRINE was equivalent to understanding the APPLICATION thereof.
a. Not in a legalistic, binding sense
b. But in a sense that draws one to be closer to the Lord spiritually. To know what He wants from His children in the most intimate way.
iii. Have you ever noticed the number of times that Jesus makes the statement “…have you not read…”
iv. One case: It was why the Pharisees did not have the proper attitude about marriage, divorce and remarriage; they were looking for any cause to suit their own desires and not seeing the spiritual relevance and commitment the husband and wife have made before God:
Matthew 19:4-5 NKJV 
4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,' 5 "and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?

D. The point is this:
i. It is important to both know what the scriptures say…
ii. But equally important to try to understand the accurate application behind them...
iii. …and whenever possible the word of God

III. Number Three: God Desires Strict, Exact Obedience, Though Exceptions May Be Made Under Special Circumstances
A. Attitude concerning one’s obedience trumps the actual act of obedience itself
B. Jesus shows that God does want the law to be adhered to strictly under normal conditions, yet under special circumstances, exceptions may be made.
1. In Matthew 12 it helps us to see that they have missed the boat…they fail to see that Jesus and His disciples are in a similar situation as David and his men were starving after fleeing from Saul…
2. …and another situation where the priests themselves work on the Sabbath without sin.
3. Jesus, in similar manner, shows that, in similar manner,  He is not in violation of any law God has ordained…
a. Number one: He is like the priests…He is working not for Himself, but for the Lord on the Sabbath
b. Number two: His disciples are hungry. God, being a merciful God that He is, would rather see people pick a few heads of grain and eat rather than have them starve…
c. Number three: The Pharisees have erred because they fail to acknowledge who Jesus is…the Son of God…the lord of the Sabbath, one with authority to allow such special provisions! They should have been able to see this because of the signs He offered them.
C. The point is this…	
i. Should we know our bibles? Yes!
ii. Should we encourage exact obedience? Yes again!
iii. Should we know what God’s law for us today is? Absolutely!
iv. Must we also admit that in special circumstance that there are exceptions to rules? Of course!

IV. Number Four: Doctrine is Binding, While Our Personal Application of Scripture is Not
A. Where are the Pharisees in the Old Testament? Why not mentioned?
i. According to the American Tract Society Dictionary the Pharisees did not appear on the scene until after the return from the Babylonian captivity
B. Traditions of men can cloud our interpretation of scripture and/or the will of God.
C. Many Pharisees, it seems, grew to have an equal or greater knowledge and respect for traditions over principles
i. Was not uncommon, because of their traditions, for the Pharisees to be blind to a proper understanding of Scripture.
ii. They were, in one sense almost superstitious and in other ways self-righteous, a religious view not derived from a proper and balanced understanding of scripture:
Mark 7:4 NKJV 
4 When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches.

iii. Very prejudiced, self righteous in their understanding…
Matthew 9:11 NKJV 
11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, "Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"

D. Every person will need to “draw their own lines in the sand” about what they can tolerate and what they cannot
i. Should we give God our best?
Malachi 1:8 NKJV 
8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably?" Says the LORD of hosts.

Romans 12:1 NKJV 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

1. Should we give God our best? – Yes! He both deserves and demands it!
2. How do we apply?
a. Some churches use such thinking to justify extravagant buildings, programs, etc.
b. Others try to use this to indicate we must be dressed up in our best clothes when we come to services.
c. Others try to use this to prove that we should give significant financial amounts to the church.
d. Though these applications debatably may not be wrong in the strictest sense, if I believe so…
i. Can I insist that we spend an extravagant amount to build a building?
ii. Can I insist that you wear your best to church?
iii. Should I publically criticize those who do not give a particular percentage of their income?
iv. Of course, answer to all would be no…why?
v. Personal application of scripture. How you may  apply the principle of “giving God your best” may not be how I apply “giving God your best.”

V. Number Five: God Desires More Than a Mere Spirit of Legalism
A. I believe every person here came because they wanted to serve God in the right way…
B. Let us make the mistake that completing a list of things in our life is what pleases God:
 Read the bible
 Repent for bad things I’ve done
 Confess Jesus as my Lord; talk about Him on occasion
 Was baptized
 I am a good person
 I attend church
 I sing
 I pray
 I give into the collection
 I listen to the sermon
 I take the Lord’s Supper once per week
 Etc, etc. etc. 
i. Where was your heart in all of this?
ii. Did you notice that few, if any of these things cause us to risk something of ourselves?
iii. If we do these things with the proper frame of mind and attitude then other things, for the right reasons will be added to our “list”:
 Are you careful about what you say about others?
 Pray fervently, honestly and sincerely for others daily
 You will encourage others to read the Bible
 You will confess your sins to others (Jas. 5:16)
 You will help those needing encouragement (Gal. 6:10)
 You will talk with others and set up studies for those who need 
    the gospel
 I will correct and oppose false teachers (2 Tim. 4:2)
 Etc., etc. etc.
C. 
D. God wants men involved in religious activity for carnal reasons:
Matthew 23:5 NKJV 
5 "But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.


E. Recall the Pharisee (not according to law, but according to tradition) Jesus told of, explained his righteousness in prayer to God in Luke 18:12 saying,
Luke 18:12-13 NKJV 
12 'I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13 "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'

F. Do you understand that God must be obeyed? Good. But do not stop there.
G. Understand that there may be times when God desires “mercy and not sacrifice”
H. Application:
i. Does God want us to assemble as Christians regularly (Heb. 10:24-26)
1. Are those home-bound, sick or otherwise incapable of meeting with the saints excluded from that responsibility? Yes.
2. Does that excuse the person who would rather stay home and watch television? No.
3. Should we encourage others to do what is right and gather with the saints when we can? Of course!
4. Should we “guilt” or threaten them into coming? No.
ii. Does God want you to sing in worship to Him? Of course (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19)
1. If someone does not sing would it be appropriate to question why they do not sing along? Yes.
2. If someone still does not sing should we threaten and guilt them into singing? No. Singing alone is not worship. We are to “sing and make melody in our heart.”
iii. Does God want us to lay by in store for the local work and those in need around us? Yes (1 Cor. 16:1, 2).
1. If we had a regular member who knew of needs and never contributed, thought they had the ability, would it be normal to question why? Yes.
2. Should we sneer when we see them give sparingly or never and pressure them into giving more so others don’t think poorly of them? Of course not.
2 Corinthians 9:7 NKJV 
7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

Conclusion:
1. Let us resolve to not be like the Pharisees. 
a. To read our Bibles with a purpose larger than merely knowing the text.
b. To know more than the “requirements.”
c. To know more than “why we are right” and “they are wrong”
d. To hold fast to more than a “set of rules”
2. But rather to read our Bibles…and to meditate on those words…to allow God to speak to our hearts…to converse with Him (talk to Him as a child who loved their Father would turn to Him for the guidance of every breath…every thought that lifted each foot off of the ground.
a. To KNOW GOD as our Father
b. To act like faithful, submissive, loving, obedient children whose whole desire is to serve Him and do His will.
c. To serve without thought to personal cost to us
d. To serve without contemplating how others may feel.
e. To be one with the Father…that should be our goal! 

Invitation:
1. If you have never believed in Christ but desire to know more…
a. Are willing to repent of sins…
b. Confess Jesus as Lord and King…
c. Be baptized for the remission of sins…
d. Live a life of obedience/service to God out of love for Him…
2. I am not urging you to obey the Lord for the mere purpose of:
a. Pointing out the law God wants you to follow (merely checking off one more thing on a list of “must do’s” to get to Heaven)
b. Telling you to do so without contemplate the spiritual relevance behind such an action
c. Believing in my own private interpretation/opinion
3. I am asking you to obey the Lord…
a. Because it is His will for you…
b. He deserves your honor and respect…
c. He loved you enough to offer redemption to you…
d. He is pleading with you to seek understanding before it is eternally too late.
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