Mat11_1-19WhatDidYouComeToSee

“What Did You Come To See?”
(Matthew 11:1-24)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, August 30, 2009

Scripture Reading: John 5:30

Accompanying Song: #185 Who Will Follow Jesus?

Purpose: To help us to see that our perception of what we believe God’s messengers should be (according to our own standards) are not always what God sends. Our ways are not always God’s ways.

Welcome

Introduction:
1. Lesson about preconceived ideas
2. For us, church of Christ vs. Bible doctrine: ideally one and same, not always so
3. In a door-to-door survey conducted by one church the question was asked: if you don’t go to church, why? The five biggest reasons: (1) Boring, (2) Irrelevant, (3) Asking for money all the time, (4) I’m too busy already, (5) I feel awkward at church.
a. Why do you think these people felt these ways?
b. Might I suggest that, in some cases, their perception about what church is supposed to be may not be all that accurate?
i. For the people who felt it to be boring, apparently their perception of the church is something that should entertain.
ii.  For the people who felt it irrelevant, their perception of the Bible was that it was something that did not apply to them.
iii. For those who were opposed to the church asking for money, could it be that their perception of the church is something that has no work which it is to be involved in. 
iv. For those who are too busy, their perception of the church is something which is of lesser importance, lower priority.
c. People who are shopping for a church often look for what the church has to offer them…What kind of Bible classes can they offer the children? What kind of entertainment or social activities the church has to offer, etc. 
d. People have long had the wrong perception of the Lord, his message, his people and the proper attitudes toward each.
4. Like to discuss Mat. 11:4-19 today but first, the backdrop:
a. John the Baptist has been imprisoned and his life has about to come to an end.
i. I prison, John is being held in the prison of Macherus (Mat. 4:12), “a Hasmonæan fortress on the eastern shore of the Dead Sea, rebuilt by Herod the great.”   (Josephus’ Antiq., 18.5.2)
5. John had faith in Jesus; understood who he was:

John 1:29 NKJV
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Luke 7:16-18 NKJV 
16 Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people." 17 And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region. 18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things.

6. As this report begins to circulate, news has come to John the Baptist about these things.
Matthew 11:2-3 NKJV 
2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?"

a. Such a question might surprise us about John…
i. We are mistaken if we look at men used by God as “bulletproof”
ii. I would imagine if John has been contemplating his life and the worthiness of his service to God.
iii. Throughout this time, the human side of John was probably wrestling with the spiritual, asking himself questions shuch as…
1. Was this worth it…to lose my life over?
2. Did I make a difference?
3. Did I fulfill my ministry to God?
4. Will He accept me of what I have done?
5. What have I accomplished? Have I fulfilled the purpose God had for me?
iv. We can easily forget that these mighty servants of God which we read about in the Bible struggled with the same thoughts, weaknesses and emotions that we do.
1. Being called by God does not necessarily make one exempt, unable to feel emotional and/or physical pain and stress from persecutions...even doubt at times.
2. Someone once said that courage is not the absence of fear but the will to do what is right in spite of your fear.
v. Has John lost his faith? Hardly.
1. He has not lost hope, but the question is one of verification…
2.  “Was I right about you?” John seems to be asking.
3. “Or was I wrong, and God is sending another after you?” Is another possibility John considers.
4. But never, never does John ever truly believe God will not do as He has promised. 
5. John simply knows that God will make things happen in His time.

vi. Though we know what we believe…
vii. The pressures of men are sometimes the greatest devices of Satan to get us to doubt our faith!
viii. John certainly under a great deal of distress at this moment.

Body:
I. Jesus Teaches Us About Our Slanted Perception of Things…
A. Jesus answers the disciples of John…
i. Don’t take my word alone back to John, confirm the things he has heard by your own first account witness….
Matthew 11:4-5 NKJV 
4 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: 5 "The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them."

ii. To offer John proof He tells them to report back to John that…
1. The blind see, a miracle unheard of anyone doing in the Old Testament
Isaiah 35:5 NKJV 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

2. Those who are lame now walk…
Isaiah 35:6 NKJV 
6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert.

3. The dead were being raised (definitely only one who has the power of God will be able to do so.
4. “The poor have the gospel preached to them.”
iii. If John would match the abilities and actions of Jesus with the prophetic profile, the answer to his question would be obvious.

B. Jesus then addresses a problem the people are having in His day…
Matthew 11:6 NKJV 
6 "And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me."

i. In the day of Jesus, many had trouble accepting the very idea that He could be the Messiah!
ii. He was a Nazarene (Jn. 1:46)! Remember when Nathaniel asked Phillip, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
iii. He was the son of Joseph (Jn. 6:42)!
iv. He was the Son of a carpenter!
v. He possessed no ability to establish an earthly kingdom, as the Jews assumed that He would (Ac. 1:6) “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"
vi. So often, that which we expect God would do, He does not do and Whom God chooses to send (what they look like, backgrounds, occupations, etc.) are not at all what we had in mind He would send.
1. Would you choose an abuser of alcohol (Gen. 9:21) to name as a preacher of righteousness and let him to be the only one of eight souls saved on the ark?
2. Would you choose a murderer to be the leader of your people out of Egypt (Ex. 2:12)?
3. Would you entrust common fishermen, tax collectors, etc. over experts of the law to take the gospel into all the world (Mat. 28:19, 20)?
4. Would you choose the greatest persecutor of the church to be a champion for the gospel (Gal. 1:13)?
C. Jesus realizes that both he and John have something in common: the people do not see them for who they truly are, because, in their mind, they were expecting something different.
D. We need to see that our perception of how things will be bear very little weight.	
i. How we personally perceive what the church is or how it should function…
ii. How we personally perceive what job of the preacher is…
iii. What it means to be a Christian and even how to become one…
iv. All of these perceptions matter not. What matters is what the Bible says and how God says these things are.
v. World has many perceptions about Jesus, His church and His people. Regardless of how we might think they would look, the only thing that matters is how God says they are. 
E. Now Jesus turns to the crowd and offers two rhetorical questions and one genuine…

II. Jesus asks, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?”
Matthew 11:7-15 NKJV 
7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 "But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 "But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 10 "For this is he of whom it is written: 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.' 11 "Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 "For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 "And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

A. “A reed shaken by the wind?”
i. Pharisees and Sadducees were by no means coming to be converted but being the Jewish religious leaders of the Jews had come out to cause doubt in the minds of the people, question and intimidate.
ii. Imagine average person…easy to preach, but when masters of the law, people who had done this all of their lives show up, how small and intimidating that might make you feel.
iii. John was by no means a man intimidated by the presence of these Jewish religious leaders:
Luke 3:7 NKJV 
7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

iv. John, a man who boldly proclaimed the truth, regardless of what worldly authority he might be facing; John knew what it meant to fear God rather than men:
Mark 6:18 NKJV 
18 For John had said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife."

v. John was a man who had his feet firmly planted in his convictions. He would not be intimidated into changing his position by men or the society surrounding him.
vi. They did not find a man like a reed shaken by the wind.

B. “A man clothed in soft garments?”
i. Jesus again asks a second rhetorical question…“a man clothed in soft garments?”
ii. Those who knew John the baptist knew that his appearance was nothing of the sort. Brief description:
Matthew 3:4 NKJV 
4 And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

iii. Jesus is, in essence, asking them, “What did you go out to see…a man of great wealth or fame?” Even maybe a man who resembled their own religious leaders in their garb?
Matthew 23:5 NKJV 
5 "But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.

Luke 20:46 NKJV 
46 "Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts,

iv. The description Jesus gave of John may not have befitted him, but it does seem that it described the religious leadership of that day of which Jesus was so critical.
v. They did not find a man clothed in soft garments.

C. “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.”
i. A prophet they came to see! One who proclaimed God’s message to them…that was the draw for these people.
ii. Jesus knew that many with preconceived ideas and wrong attitudes would not believe, which is why He makes the statement that “…from the days of John until now the kingdom of Heaven suffers violence…” and “…if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come…”
iii. Though many may not be ready to accept this, Jesus tells them that things are not always what we imagine that they might be.
iv. John has the spirit of Elijah (cf. Lk. 1:17; as prophesied would come Mal. 4:5).

III. Sadly, Some Will Not Be Persuaded to See Differently Than They Have.
A. Jesus is explaining some difficult information for many to accept, and He knows it. Just like people who have thought differently their entire lives or have been taught some untrue doctrine, it is often difficult to get people to accept anything different, though it be true.
B. Notice how Jesus describes this generation:

Matthew 11:16-19 NKJV
16 "But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 "and saying: 'We played the flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not lament.' 18 "For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is justified by her children."

C. The generation in which Jesus lived
i. Jesus likened to children in a marketplace who are calling to their friends first to play a happy game, one with flute playing, yet the children would not dance with them. 
ii. Next, they try to move them through mourning, begging them to plat, yet they were still unmoved. 
iii. Jesus likens this generation of leaders to these children, saying no matter what might be said or done, some will not be moved to accept either He or John. 
1. John led simple life, a life of self-denial and they did not receive John, but accused him of having a demon.
2. On the other hand, Jesus came and ate with those whom invited Him (sinners and tax collectors) and did not live the strict life of John the baptist, yet they accused Him of being a gluttonous winebibber. 
iv. No matter what they tried to do, the religious leaders and those with stubborn hearts would not receive them.

IV. Do You Have Slanted Perceptions of Things? What did you come here today to see?
A. “A reed shaken by the wind?”
i. Many are looking for a preacher or a church that is like this… looking for a preacher/church that is politically correct, rather than doctrinally correct.
ii. Did you come here to hear preaching and practices that are like a reed shaken in the wind? 
1. Not if you know much about those who meet here. You will notice a number of things that happen here that do not happen at other congregations in this area 
2. Still other things that do not happen here that happen in other churches in this area. 
iii. There is a reason for this…we strive to do everything through biblical standards. 
1. No polls taken to see what the political climate tells us we should do.
2. We do not operate on majority rule.
3. We operate according to what the Bible says.
4. For this reason you can rest assured we are doing our game day best to make sure that we are abiding in the same doctrine that the apostles did so that we can be like the church you can read about in your Bibles.

B. “A man clothed in soft garments?”
i. Some people, sadly enough, pick the “church of their choice” based upon the preacher:
1. His appearance: is he “dressed to the nines?” 
2. Does he wear a long flowing robe. (Some want their preachers to “look holy.”)
ii. Are we looking for a good presentation?
1. A preacher needs to be able to teach, no doubt.
2. Nothing wrong by being interested in (entertained) by a strong, biblical message
3. But are we more interested in a man that is an excellent speaker and puts on a great presentation or are we interested in a man who has the truth? Are we interested in learning (even if that learning causes me to realize that change needs to occur in my life…even if learning makes me to realize that my current beliefs were wrong)? Or, are we more interested in simply seeing “a good presentation?”

C. “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.”
i. I believe you came here because you were looking for something…
ii. You were not looking for a sharp-dressed man in the pulpit nor were you looking for someone who was not firm in their beliefs. 
iii. I believe most people, if they will allow themselves to be, want to be honest. 
iv. Did you come here looking for the truth of God’s word?

D. Do you have a heart that is unwilling to accept the truth regardless?
i. Do not be like either those children in the marketplace or the religious leaders of Jesus’ day…
ii. Accept the truth for what it is, regardless of what you perception or preconceived ideas were up until this point. 

Conclusion:
1. We plead with you to change your perception of how you once thought things should be…
2. To how God says how things are…
3. Lord closes with a warning about the consequences of hopelessly clinging to our own perceptions in spite of what the Lord has revealed to us:
Matthew 11:20-24 NKJV 
20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 "But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 "And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 "But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you."

4. Destiny of your eternal soul at stake

Invitation:
1. Many have preconceived ideas about who is/are not going to Heaven…
2. Many have always been told that mere mental acknowledgment of Jesus is all that is necessary to be saved…
3. If you were shown Bible verses that completely disproved those things, would you be willing to accept it? If you are willing to study, we would like to talk with you about things absolutely necessary for salvation including believing in Christ, repenting of past sins, confessing Jesus as your Lord before men and being baptized for the remission of those sins so that you can begin a new life serving Jesus.
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