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“They Who Were Sent”
(Mat. 10:11-42)

Date(s) & Places Given:

Scripture Reading:

Accompanying Song: 

Purpose:

Introduction:
1. Previous lesson we asked “Will you answer the call” if you were one of the apostles in Jesus’ day now knowing all that they were called to endure in order to remain faithful to Christ.
2. For those who would still answer that call, we now turn our direction to those who would answer that call and talk about those who were sent.
3. Mat. 28:19-20 Jesus issued what is commonly known as the “Great Commission”
4. Mat. 10:5-42 sometimes referred to as the “Limited Commission”  because this group was not sent to the whole world at this time but only to the Lost sheep of the house of Israel and their time was limited; they were to return soon (Mat. 10:6)
5. Let’s notice some principles we would do well to keep in mind as we go forth “answering the call” to carry the gospel into the world that surrounds us.

Body:
I. Two Working Together Can Accomplish More Than Two Alone (Mk. 6:7)
A. Note the parallel passage:
Mark 6:7
And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits.
(NKJV)

B. Practice continued (sending two-by-two) when:
i. Sending out the seventy (Lk. 10:1)
ii. Spirit Sent Paul and Barnabas (Ac. 13:2)
iii. When Paul and Barnabas went their separate ways (Ac. 15:36-40)
C. Illustrates that two working together effectively can accomplish more than two alone
i. System of accountability
ii. Encourage one another
iii. Iron sharpens iron (study partner)
iv. Safety: Got your back
v. Strength in numbers
vi. Plurality of witnesses lend credibility to a story 
(John 8:17) "It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true.  (NKJV)

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up.  (NKJV)

D. Application today;
i. Two smaller struggling congregations nearby – combine into one to accomplish more together
ii. Matters of personal evangelism: find another Christian to work with in order to accomplish more; go visiting together, home studies, etc. 

II. Be selective about who you associate with (Mat. 10:11-15)
A.  “…whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out.” (Mat. 10:11)
B. No one knew better than Jesus the way others had judged Him for sitting and eating with sinners and tax collectors (Mat. 9); Thus He cautions them about whom they choose to board with while staying in the city.
C. Not all people are deserving of our company. 
i. “…when you go into a household, greet it. If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.” (Mat. 10:13)
ii. If the ones they are considering to lodge with receive the readily message of the coming kingdom which they were sent to preach then pray that blessings come upon that family or else let it return to you. 
iii. “…whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet…it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!” (Mat. 10:15)
D. Sometimes we want to spend too long with people who are not going to obey the gospel; must accept that many will reject it
(Matthew 7:6) "Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.  (NKJV)

(Matthew 7:13) "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  (NKJV)

E. Should not waste a great deal of time with those people who are not asking honest questions about the word of God
i. Difference between a truth seeker (one who asks questions)…
ii. …and someone who just wants to argue.
iii. Attitude usually gives it away. Time is short. Explain your concerns. Those who seem indifferent or those who reject it all together are not worth our time. Efforts best spent upon those who are interested instead of wrestling with a pig. Wrestle with a pig you both get dirty.

III. Note that the Apostles Were Sent to Preach “saying, the kingdom is at hand.” (Mat. 10:7)
A. Tells us what the them of our preaching should be…the kingdom (in Great commission this limited commission expanded to include the gospel of Christ)
i. The word saves!
(Romans 1:16) For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  (NKJV)

(James 1:21) Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  (NKJV)

ii. What Paul told Timothy to preach
(2 Timothy 4:2) Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  (NKJV)

iii. Stories or illustrations acceptable if illustrate a point…
iv. ….Remember Timothy not encouraged to tell jokes, inspirational stories or fables, but the word
B. Discouraging trend:
i. People no longer interested in textual sermons these days…why?
ii. People growing more accustomed to hearing a preacher than God’s message; Brethren, if this describes us, we are drifting!
iii. Some prefer to come only for what they can get out of worship rather than coming for what they can put into worship.
iv. Some prefer to be entertained over being instructed.
v. Often a hodge podge of scriptures jumbled together to make a point
vi. Some men more interested in telling jokes or stories instead of conveying the serious nature of the word of God
vii. I have heard people tell me of preachers who frightened them with lessons on eternal punishment in hell…
viii. Today I hear preachers making jokes about topics that will lead us there!
C. Need no fancy tools, programs, simply need the word.
i. Tell them the kingdom that was once at hand has now arrived.
ii. Those not part of the kindom are lost
iii. Wouldn’t you like to be part of that kingdom?

IV. Do not let your guard down; Use Discernment; Follow the Lord’s Guidance (Mat. 10:16)
A.  “I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” (Mat. 10:16)
i. Jesus is telling them not to be naive
ii. Keep in mind that some men not only do not have our best interests in mind but also may even be out to do us harm.

V. The Christian Should Use Even the Most Discouraging Circumstances to God’s Glory (Mat. 10:17, 18)
A. “…beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.” (Mat. 10:17, 18)
B. Whose purpose is this serving?
C. Satan wants us to end up in these circumstances (as Christ did) to discourage us.
D. Turn Satan’s victories into God’s
E. Remember Paul: Thrown into prison…did that silence him?
i. Witnessed to Felix
ii. Witnessed to King Agrippa
iii. Others’
F. When Satan thinks he has scored a victory to stop you, turn that victory inside out to God’s glory!

VI. The Word of God Is Your best Defense! (Mat. 10:19, 20)
A. “…do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” (Mat. 10:19, 20)
B. Unfortunately, we do not have the gift of revelation of the Holy Spirit…
C. …yet we can still be guided by Him this day…
i. Don’t know what to say? Study faithfully!
ii. That way, when the time comes and people confront you, you will know what to say…you will know the word of the Holy Spirit that has already been revealed!
 (Colossians 4:6) Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.  (NKJV)

iii. Sad statement for man today…
1. We check our mailboxes every day
2. We read letters from the credit card companies, friends and family, even from the gas company
3. We check emails and even see what people wrote to us and about us on Facebook…
4. Yet God has written the Bible to you to offer you eternal life and so few take such little time to read it!
D. How can we be ready to give a defense or teach others if we still need to teach ourselves?

VII. Do Not Expect Your Christian Faith to Bring You Favor Among Men (Mat. 10:21-25, 34-37)
A. “"Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.” (Mat. 10:21, 22)
B. If it happened to Jesus, it will happen to us:
i. “…A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!” (Mat. 10:24, 25)
C. Many people living sinful lives make lives a mess…
i. They turn to God in an act of obedience and then wonder why their life is not perfect.
ii. If I am a Christian, then I will have the perfect kids, right?
iii. If I become a Christian, my marriage will be perfect also, correct?
iv. If I become a Christian, my finances will straighten out because, after all, God loves His children and will care for them, won’t He?
v. And if I become a Christian that means I have become a good person. Since I am a good person, people will like me more and the world will treat me better.
vi. "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. "For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; "and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' "and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. (Matthew 10:34-37)
D. The fact is that true Christianity will make life harder in many ways.
i. Because we stop living for ourselves and start living for God.
ii. Easy to know and do what I want…more difficult to do what God wants.
E. In these passages, Jesus reveals that no tactics are out of question with Satan…whatever tactics he can use, he will use them to get us to turn away from God!
F. Do not expect your faith to make life easier. In fact the opposite is true. Just remember it is another tactic used by our adversaries to make us weak and bend to their will, and not the will of the Lord.
G. The Christian Faith may Mean That Difficult Decisions Must Sometimes Be Made, Sacrificing Even Those Relationships That Mean the Most To Us.

VIII. God Is Watching (Mat. 10:26)
A. “…For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.” (Mat. 10:26)
B. He is not only watching us (so watch your steps, be careful to remain faithfful)
C. Jesus has juse mentioned that the Christian will have enemies…
i. Also rest assured that all that our enemies are doing has not fallen short of God’s attention.
ii. We may want God to intervene right now (immediate justice for our wrongdoers)…
iii. Keep in mind that if they will not change their ways, these people will be punished according to God’s right and just schedule.

IX. Jesus Wants His Followers to Boldly and Unashamedly Proclaim the Truth! (Mat. 10:27)
A. “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.” (Mat. 10:27)
B. Jesus has taught His followers some things among themselves, in a more private setting
C. Now Jesus tells them that His followers will make these things known to all, unashamedly and unapologetically 
D. How do you approach others? 
i. Timidly, quietly? Are you ashamed to warn them when they are caught up in error…
ii. Or do you “…preach it from the housetops?”
E. Followers of Christ will boldly and unashamedly proclaim the truth!

X. The Fear of God Should Motivate Us Rather Than the Fear of Men (Mat. 10:28)
A. Some refuse to share the gospel with others for fear of what they might say or do but Jesus said…
B. “…do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Mat. 10:28)
C. Sobering crossroads of thought here…
i. Who do you place more faith in, God or man?
ii. If you refuse to share the gospel with others, you are being controlled by the fear of man.
iii. If you care not what man says about you and share the gospel with others then God is your greater fear.
iv. Surely, actions speak louder than words. 
v. Based upon your past performance (not intentions, but performance) who have you feared greater, man or God?
vi. If man, resolve to change that immediately.

XI. Remember How Much You Mean to God (Mat. 10:29-31)
A. “…Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will…the very hairs of your head are all numbered…Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” (Mat. 10:29-31)
B. For those who think we escape God’s realm of concern, Jesus simply says, God values you much more than you will ever realize.
C. Not only does he notice you but knows you so intimately that he could tell you exactly how many hairs are upon your head!
D. If you think that when you go out to do His will that you are alons, think again…God is with you, watching over you.
E. Remember how much you mean to God (loved you so much that he was willing to give that which was most valuable to Him as a ransom price for your salvation…the life of His Son.
i. Children often feel bad if parent shows favor over another…
ii. Did you ever think that God gave up His Son for you? At that moment, God shows you what favor you have found in His eyes!

XII. You Must Be Willing to Confess Jesus as Lord and Savior if You Are Truly One of His Saved People (Mat. 10:32-33, 38-39)
A. "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.  (Mat. 10:32, 33)
B. Many people look confession as a one-time event. Where do you get that from this passage?
C. Must be willing to continually confess Him before men if we desire to be saved…
D. Some make mistake of thinking that they can be a faithful Christian, but rarely if ever evangelize…
i. Treat evangelism as if it is an option…it is not!
ii. Many are selfish with their faith. Once saved, keep it to themselves and feel that they can live Christian life without all of this controversy…warm a pew until we get to Heaven (the uncomfortable stuff…that is the preacher’s job).
iii. If we desire to be saved, we must first desire that others be saved also.
E. Jesus reinforces this by saying…
i. "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. "He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. (Matthew 10:38, 39 NKJV)



Conclusion:
1. Have you been living as one who Jesus has sent?
2. Are you willing to make sacrifices necessary to be a faithful and obedient follower of His?
3. If so, that is great. If not, will you resolve to change this very day?

Invitation:
1. Maybe something in this message you did not want to hear…
2. Have you rejected any part of God’s message?
3. To reject those who carry God’s message to people is the equivalent of rejecting the Lord himself:
a. "He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. "He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. "And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward." (Matthew 10:40-42 NKJV)
b. God has a message for you…
i. He wants you to give up your will and obey His will
ii. Hear, believe, repent, confess and be baptized, committing yourself to live a life worthy of one who was sent.
iii. If any are subject to the gospel command, let us stand as we sing…
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