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“Will You Answer the Call?”
(Mat. 10:1-10)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, Aug. 16, 2009

Scripture Reading: 1 Thess. 4:3-7

Accompanying Song: #600 Jesus is Calling

Purpose: To help the listener to see that when Jesus calls us, we are called to act upon that call.

Introduction:
1. In this passage Jesus has called and is commissioning His apostles for ministry for the first time. 
2. We should never get the impression that the apostles followed Christ and did not realize just what they were getting themselves into. 
a. They had witnessed Jesus, on numerous occasions confronted by unbelievers, particularly of religious leadership both challenging Him and accusing Him of things falsely at times.
b. After the “Great Commission” when they were told to go into all of the world they had seen the fruits of this persecution. Yet they continued onward. 
3. Fictitious story to help illustrate our lesson:
A man was sleeping one night in his cabin when suddenly his room filled with light, and God appeared. The Lord told the man he had work for him to do, and showed him a large rock in front of his cabin. The Lord explained that the man was to push against the rock with all his
might...

So, this the man did, day after day. For many years he toiled from sunup to sundown, his shoulders set squarely against the cold, massive surface of the unmoving rock, pushing with all his might!

Each night the man returned to his cabin sore and worn out, Feeling that his whole day had been spent in vain. Since the man was showing discouragement, the Adversary (Satan) decided to enter the picture by placing thoughts into the weary mind: (He will do it every time)!

You have been pushing against that rock for a long time and it hasn't moved.' Thus, he gave the man the impression that the task was impossible and that he was a failure. These thoughts discouraged and disheartened the man.

Satan said, 'Why kill yourself over this? Just put in your time, giving just the minimum effort; and that will be good enough.'

That's what the weary man planned to do, but decided to make it a matter of Prayer and to take his troubled thoughts to The Lord.

'Lord,' he said, 'I have labored long and hard in Your Service, putting all my strength to do that which you have asked. Yet, after all this time, I have not even budged that rock by half a millimeter. What is wrong?   Why am I failing?'

The Lord responded compassionately,    "My friend, when I asked you to serve Me and you accepted, I told you that your task was to push against the rock with all of your strength, which you have done. 

Never once did I mention to you that I expected you to move it. Your task was to push. And now you come to Me with your strength spent, thinking that you have failed.

But, is that really so? Look at yourself. Your arms are strong and muscled, your back shiny and brown; your hands are callused from constant pressure, your legs have become massive and hard.

Through opposition you have grown much, and your abilities now surpass that which you used to have. True, you haven't moved the rock. But your calling was to be Obedient and to push and to exercise your Faith and trust in My wisdom.  That you have done. Now I, my friend, will move the
rock. " 

At times, when we hear a word from God, we tend to use our own intellect to decipher what He   wants, when actually what God wants is just simple obedience and faith in Him.

By all means, exercise the Faith that moves mountains, but know that it is still God Who moves The Mountains.

When everything seems to go wrong......................Just P.U.S.H .

When the job gets you down................................Just P.U.S.H.

When people don't do as you think they should......Just P.U.S.H.

When your money is 'gone' and the bills are due......Just P.U.S.H.

When people just don't understand you..................Just P.U.S.H.

P = Pray

U = Until

S = Something

H = Happens


Body:
I. Jesus Calls the Twelve and Gives Them Spiritual Gifts (Mat. 10:1-10)
A. Read Mat. 10:1-10
B. 2 powers given:
i. Power to cast out unclean spirits
ii. Power to heal all kinds of sickness and disease
C. Two types of power given:
i. First one over the spiritual
ii. Second one over the physical
D. Could you imagine the type of power given…
i. Speak a word and sick healed…even raise the dead (Mat. 10:8)!
ii. Power over demons (invisible evil spirit beings) – frightening and awesome
E. Why these two powers?
i. First power, over unclean spirits was confirming power to free people from spiritual hindrance to believing in/following Christ
ii. Second power was a confirming power to provide physical/visible ability and testimony before others
iii. Demonstration of the apostles’ God-given authority not over only the physical realm but also over the spiritual
iv. Two witnesses necessary to establish a fact (Dt. 17:6; 19:15; Mt. 18:16; 26:20; 1 Tim. 5:19; Heb. 10:28; Rev. 11:3)
2 Corinthians 13:1
This will be the third time I am coming to you. "By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established."
(NKJV)

F. Did Jesus give them all power?
i. Not given power over elements, wind and sea as Christ had
ii. Not given power over matter (no ability to change water into wine as Christ had done)
iii. Jesus has given them two powers and then Jesus commands them to go (Mat. 10:5) and “preach” (Mat. 10:7) and then “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons…”
iv. Point is this: Did Jesus ask these men to do anything which they were not capable of doing? No. 
1. Lesson: Jesus expects you to use your abilities you have been given.
2. Maybe we ought to stop teaching people they need to use their “talents”
a. Talents seem to insinuate someone is really “talented” at doing something (i.e. great song leader, great teacher, great evangelizer)
b. If you consider how talent of an individual is used in a biblical sense, it does not mean that they are among the best at something, but merely that they are able
i. Some could not carry a note in a bucket if they tried
ii. Some do not have the cognitive ability to organize information that is easily understandable by others; others lack comprehension skills
iii. Nervousness not an excuse; of course you are nervous, you are trying something new in the presence of all
iv. Still others may become so nervous

II. “…and Judas…”
A. Notice the special emphasis (and last among all to be mentioned) of one apostle, “…and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.”
i. We often think of Judas as a bad man…
ii. Judas had a life that was apparently filled with many good things as well…
1. Follower of Christ (he was not compelled to stay)
2. Given ability to help others (heal sick, cast out demons, raise the dead – we have no reason to believe that he did not do as told
B. Have you ever thought of Judas, and how he could deny Christ?
i. Easy to see how common people might have struggled with it to a degree…
ii. But Judas was given power over illness and demonic spirits with his own hands and abilities
iii. One might be able to question the powers that others had (could be faking somehow as a magician or illusionist does)…
iv. …but having these powers yourself…you KNOW you are not faking!
C. Judas will forever be remembered as the apostle who turned against Jesus to betray Him
i. We often forget momentarily that all forsook him; only difference was that Judas did not repent and return.
Matthew 26:56
"But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.
(NKJV)

ii. Judas deemed to be worst, but why?
1. Because he led Jesus’ captors to Him? They did not need Judas to do that:
Matthew 26:55
In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me.
(NKJV)

2. Because he took money? Does money make what he did worse than the other apostles? Betrayal is betrayal. At least Judas was wise enough to make money on it if he was going to sell his soul…the other apostles did not?
3. What Judas did was unavoidable:
Matthew 26:56
"But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.
(NKJV)

4. God’s will could not be overcome.
5. What made what Judas did the worst? He PERMANENTLY forsook the Lord.
D. Some today leave the church and somehow think that they still might have a chance to be acceptable in the eyes of the Lord.
i. Not so…those saved and the church are one and the same
ii. Fate of Judas same as others who leave the Lord – it is suicide in a spiritual sense.

III. “…These twelve Jesus sent out…”
A. Those who follow Jesus are sent out…
B. When we are given ability by God He wants us to use it
C. Afraid many today are given abilities but only thing they are using are abilities to make excuses
i. I am not good at it…but we have perfected our ability to make excuses. One never gets good at anything unless they first try (and even fail at times, learning from mistakes). A few gget burnt once and never go back.
1. What if we approached school this way? Never try or one failed grade and you quit?
2. What if we worked at our jobs that way? Never try or something does not go right and we quit?
3. What if we approached marriage that way (some do these days)…one disagreement and we quit!
4. If we do not approach the rest of life this way, so why teaching others? Why evangelism? Why working with other fellow Christians to improve and further the work here?
5. We often fail to try or give up too easily. Lord does not require you to be the best at it (otherwise very few would be involved). Only requires your personal best.
ii. I don’t know what to do. (What more can you do than the best you know how at the time?)
iii. Someone else will do it.
iv. The preacher should do that.

IV. The Apostles Were Sent to Preach to the “…lost sheep of the house of Israel…”
A. Notice these sheep were lost.
B. Up to apostles to help them find their way into the fold of God.
C. Where is that fold? Seems to be in the kingdom of God which is coming.
D. Many existed in Jesus’ day who felt that they were not lost at all, though they were. 
E. We often want to preach gospel to entire world.
i. Truth easy to see if you will allow yourself to…
ii. What does God want me to do to be saved? Plan is so simple that grade school children obey the gospel.
iii. Lane – went home teaching family
1. Hopeful, optimistic that they would obey…easy to see!
2. Yet many do not. Why? In fact, we are told that the majority will not obey (…“broad is the way…”) 

V. Jesus said, “…Freely you have received, freely give.”
A. Gifts of God not for sale; Later Simon the sorcerer mad mistake of not understanding this…
(Acts 8:18-20) And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit." But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!  (NKJV)

B. Just as apostles were sent out on a “free giveaway” we have been sent out as well. Are we offering the gift of God to others as well?

VI. They were also forbidden to take along personal effects (Mat. 10:9-10).
A. Why were they forbidden to take their belongings with them? Did the Lord want them to starve to death? Go without shelter? No…two reasons.
i. Taught them to rely upon the Lord to provide for their needs
ii. If people received the fruits of their labors for spiritual needs (…“the kingdom of Heaven is at hand…”) they in turn should, in turn provide for needs of the apostles. Not getting paid “by the spiritual gift” but getting paid because they are fellow believers working to do the will of the Lord. 
B. Upon who or what does your trust lie in?
i. You are called to follow the Lord 
(1 Peter 2:21) For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  (NKJV)

ii. Does your trust lie in tunics (physical clothing or being clothed in righteousness), sandals (where your feet take you or where God takes you), staffs (leaning upon the physical or leaning upon things spiritual)?


Conclusion:
1. Would you answer the call?:
a. The apostles suffered much for the Lord
b. We sometimes complain that we suffer for gospel’s sake…
i. When our friends/family merely resist the message (argue with us)
ii. When we are treated differently for our faith
iii. Often our persecution is more imagined than reality; our persecution is internal for we never make the effort to talk to those around us; we are paralyzed by fear of what COULD happen, rather than anything that actually HAS happened
c. Fate of most of the apostles? In most cases we are not sure, but according to popular belief:
i. Peter: crucified upside down in Rome
ii. Andrew: Imprisoned in Greece; crucified on a cross shaped like an “X” which is where we get the term “St. Andrew’s Cross”
iii. James: we know he was beheaded by Herod (Ac. 12:1-2)
(Acts 12:1-2) Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword.  (NKJV)

iv. John: thought to have died of natural causes on aisle of Patmos
v. Phillip: scourged, thrown into prison, crucified
vi. Bartholomew: some say he was placed into a sack and thrown into the sea to drown; other accounts claim he was crucified
vii. Thomas: died after being thrust with a spear in India
viii. Matthew: Some accounts claim he died a natural death; other accounts say he was killed with a halberd in the city of Nadabah
ix. James, son of Alphaeus: stoned by Jews
x. Simon the Zealot: Some believe he was crucified in Britain
xi. Matthias: said to have been stoned and beheaded
d. Did not come as a surprise to the apostles…
i. Jesus told them beforehand 
(John 15:18-20) "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. "If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  (NKJV)

ii. Paul described suffering 

(1 Corinthians 4:9-13) For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now.  (NKJV)

2. The call is yours to answer.

Invitation:
1. Jesus is calling…behold now is the day of salvation
2. Opportunity is available to all who would answer the call.
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