MarriagesWithanEternalPerspective-Couples
“Marriages With an Eternal Perspective”
Scripture Reading: x
Accompanying Song: #x “”
Subject: 
Objective: x
Location: x

Introduction:
1. Again, a pleasure to be with you.
2. Gospel meetings seem to be a vanishing thing of the past.
3. Grateful to have the privilege anf opportunity to speak with you.
4. God wants us to live our lives with an eternal perspective: Title of this Series
5. Living with an eternal perspective is keeping in mind that we are not going to be living here on earth for much longer.
6. We remind ourselves in the songs we sing:
a. “Just a few more years with their toil and tears I will sing the old, old story…”
b. “Here we are but straying pilgrims…”
c. “When the Roll is Called Up Yonder”
7. Included in that is the idea that God wishes for married couples to work together with from eternal perspective (Title Slide)

Body: 
I. The Sanctity of Marriage Is  In Danger
A. Divorce:
1. 60 percent of marriages for couples between the ages of 20 and 25 end in divorce. — National Center for Health Statistics
2. 65 percent of altar-bound men and women live together before getting married. — Bride's Magazine
3. Surprisingly, divorce rates among conservative Christians were significantly higher than for other faith groups, and much higher than atheists and agnostics experience. – Barna Research Group
a. Variation in divorce rates by religion:
	Religion
	% have been divorced

	Jews
	30%

	Born-again Christians
	27%

	Other Christians
	24%

	Atheists, Agnostics
	21%



b. After releasing this information, many who proclaim the Christian faith became angry with Barna. Barna defended his findings sadly stating,"We rarely find substantial differences" between the moral behavior of Christians and non-Christians. Barna Project Director Meg Flammang said: "We would love to be able to report that Christians are living very distinct lives and impacting the community, but ... in the area of divorce rates they continue to be the same." 
c. The Associated Press conducted a similar survey and found similar results.

4. Barna report: Variation in divorce rates among Christian faith groups:
	Denomination 
(in order of decreasing divorce rate)
	% who have been divorced

	Non-denominational **
	34%

	Baptists
	29%

	Mainline Protestants
	25%

	Mormons
	24%

	Catholics
	21%

	Lutherans
	21%



(Barna uses the term "non-denominational" to refer to Evangelical Christian congregations that are not affiliated with a specific denomination. The vast majority are fundamentalist in their theological beliefs.)

5. The Barna Group study found:
Variation in divorce rates by location:
	Area
	% are or have been divorced

	South
	27%

	Midwest
	27%

	West
	26%

	Northeast
	19%


a. (Discredits the notion that divorce rates are lower in the southern areas of the U.S. commonly referred to as “the Bible Belt”
i. Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama and Oklahoma round out the Top Five in frequency of divorce...the divorce rates in these conservative states are roughly 50 percent above the national average" of 4.2/1000 people. 

B. Raising Children in Broken Homes: Does it Work?
1. Affects of Failed Marriages on Children:
[image: http://www.biblenews1.com/marriage/mstats2009/children1960.gif][image: Children]

2. Children of divorce have a higher risk of divorce when they marry, and an even higher risk if the person they marry comes from a divorced home. One study found that when the wife alone had experienced a parental divorce, her odds of divorce increased to 59 percent. When both spouses experienced parental divorce, the odds of divorce nearly tripled to 189 percent. — Journal of Marriage and the Family (In other words, a self-perpetuating cycle.)
3. Children repeat what they have observed. No positive example of marriage in the home carries over to their own future habits in the home.

C. Marriage Without Godly Principles: Does it Work?
1. Rise in divorce correlates directly with liberal agendas of 60’s
2. Charts:
[image: Marriages]
3. Declining views of the sanctity of marriage:
a. Note marriage decline in 1950’s-1960’s
b. Just because marriages returned to normal in 1970’s did not mean marriages returned to stable state in America


[image: Divorces]
(Charts courtesy of http://www.biblenews1.com/marriage/marriags.htm)
c. Something else happened. Marriages resumed, biblical values surrounding marriage abandoned

D. Sex To Make Him/Her Love Me Concept: Does it Work?
1. The likelihood that a woman will eventually marry is significantly lower for those who first had a child out of wedlock. By age 35, only 70 percent of all unwed mothers are married in contrast to 88 percent of women who have not had a child out of wedlock. — "Finding a Mate? The Marital and Cohabitation Histories of Unwed Mothers," Lawrence L. Wu and Barbara Wolfe

E. Cohabitation: Does it Work?
1. On the rise:
[image: Liveins]
(Chart courtesy http://www.biblenews1.com/marriage/marriags.htm)

2. 55 percent of cohabitating couples get married within five years of moving in together. Forty percent of couples who live together break up within that same time period. — Annual Review of Sociology
3. Research indicates that people who live together prior to getting married are more likely to have marriages that end in divorce. — The Boston Herald
4. A recent study on cohabitation concluded that after five to seven years, only 21 percent of unmarried couples were still living together. — The Boston Herald

II. Marriage is Honorable (Heb. 13:4)
A. False Ideas about:
1. Choosing a mate should involve a lot more than merely selecting someone you like, that is attractive, common interests, etc.
2. All that is necessary is to fall in love and get married; not so – takes work to make successful
B. Sundry Advice About:
1. Building a house takes planning, preparations and needs a solid foundation; making home is the same
2. Just as building a house requires blueprints (lets all construction workers know what the house should be like when done), when building a home one should have a plan

C. Marriage is God’s Plan:
1. God created everything and concluded that it was good (Gen. 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25); 
a. When God noticed that man was alone it was the first time that man noticed something that was not good about his creation (Gen. 2:18)
i. In order to make man complete, God created a helper (“help meet” [KJV]) comparable (“as his counterpart “[YLT]). 
ii. In other words, woman is the other half of man that completes him. She is the perfect match and balance for the help that man needs.
b. Adam recognized this to be true. When he saw woman for the first time he said, “"This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."


III. Keys to a Successful Marriage
A. Must be Centered Around God (Eph. 5:17-21)
1. Just before entering the subject of husbands and wives (Eph. 5:22ff) Paul encouraged the Ephesians saying, “…do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (v. 17)
2. Understanding that will involves being “filled with  the spirit” (v. 18)
a. Being filled with the spirit includes placing the worship and service of God highest on our list of priorities
i. Being “filled with the spirit” means we will keep God’s word (compare Eph. 5:19 with Col. 3:16-18ff; parallel passages/thoughts)
ii. Singing in worship to God (v. 19)
iii. Praying to God “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father…” (v. 20)
iv. Fully submitting  to one another (v. 21)
v. Paul then continues with instructions to wives and husbands

B. “Leave and Cleave” (Gen. 2:24) 
1. Does not mean severing ties from a parent’s wise council, but it does mean that you will not run home to mom or dad every time there is a problem.
2. It also means that parents must understand this and not meddle in their children’s affairs every time they sense a problem exists.
3. “Cleaving” to his wife also means that he will keep her close. It involves the idea that he has her so close to himself that there is no room for another woman in his life and then in tandem she would have no room for another man. It carries with it the idea of closeness or permanence.
4. God made this statement to Adam, but not for Adam. Adam had no earthly parents. Therefore, what God said to Adam was said for perpetuity for future generations.

C. “They shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24; Mat. 19:5)
1. Idea of intimacy, but being intimate involves much more than intercourse
a. “One flesh” can mean intimacy 
b. “One flesh” can be used to describe the intimacy a man may unlawfully share with a harlot (1 Cor. 6:16)
c. Intimacy permitted only in the marriage relationship (1 Cor. 6:9; Heb. 13:4) 
2. Carries with it the idea of two people becoming one (Mat. 19:6)
a. Means showing your mate that you value and appreciate them
b. The “one” involves a closeness of the mind 

D. Compassion:
1. Husbands and Wives Must be Compassionate For One Another (1 Pet. 3:8-9)
a. Following a linty of instructions for husbands and wives, Peter continues his thoughts with the instruction, “love as brothers.”
i. Relays the idea not only to the church to which he writes, but seems to be caring his thoughts from the marriage to remind us of our “brotherly” (spiritual) relationship husbands and wives have with one another.
b. We must also be tenderhearted & courteous with one another
i. A little kindness in attitude and word travels a long way
ii. Tenderhearted: empathizing with them as much as we can
iii. Being courteous: treating them as you would want to be treated!
c. Being compassionate carries with it the idea of being “sympathetic” to one another (trying to understand how the other feels)
i. Such a command, telling us to “try to understand another”  helps remind us that men and women often see things very differently
ii. The Christian Index published an article by Dr. James Dobson entitled Men vs. Women: Long May They Differ. Dobson wrote:
“When husbands and wives engage one another in angry combat they often feel hurt, rejected and assaulted by the other person. But when these battles are analyzed objectively, we often see that neither side really meant to wound the other. The pain resulted not from intentional insults, but from the natural consequences of seeing things from a different angle.”
“For example, a man might assume that Saturday is his day to play golf or watch a game on television because he worked hard all week and deserved a day off. Who could blame him? But his wife might justifiably assume that he should take the kids off her hands for a few hours because she’s been wiping runny noses and changing diapers all week long. She deserved a break today and expected him to give it to her. Again, it’s a pretty reasonable assumption. When these unique perspectives collide, about 8 a.m. on Saturday morning, the sparks start to fly.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.christianindex.org/3098.article] 


IV. God’s Expectations of Husbands:
A. Is Head of Woman (1 Cor. 11:3)
1. If head, then one must take the lead!
2. He is head (responsible, leadership determining direction of the family)
3. If the head of woman, and he is responsible for spiritual leadership (Eph. 5:25-31)
a. Direction, therefore, always keeps the best interests of the family (in a spiritual sense) in mind rather than worldly (See Materialism-QSR)
b. Just as the success (or failure) of a body depends upon its mind, the success (or failure) of a home depends largely upon the husband, its head 

B. Level of love a husband has for his wife: as Christ loved the church 
1. Christ put the interests of the church above His own personal interests
2. Even as his own life – willingness to die for her
3. Christ’s motivation for the church: her spiritual welfare in mind – same true for husbands – must be spiritual leaders within the house – first concern is for the sanctification of the woman they are one with

C. The Husband Dwells With the Wife as “The Weaker Vessel” (1 Pet. 3:7)
1. Not weaker as in the sense of her being inferior any more than fine china is inferior to everyday eating utensils.
a. He treats her as the “weaker vessel” by “honoring” her
b. The same word translated “honor is the same Greek word  translated “dignity”; to view something as “precious,” “valuable”; in other words, husbands need to make certain to constantly demonstrate to their wives that they value them
c. A wife is a husband’s greatest asset. She is the source of his children and will be there longer than them. She is closer and more dependable than another friend.
2. Dwell With Them With the Understanding”: “Dwell” indicates more than living at the same address, but rather the idea of being closely aligned with her- being together in harmony with her – truly becoming “one” together and working toward that end
a. Husbands need to be sensitive to the differences between a man and a woman
i. She may be weaker physically
ii. Her emotions may be more sensitive than his own
iii. Her feelings, therefore may be much more sensitive; the husband needs to be gentle with her physically as well as verbally and emotionally
iv. This is why Paul follows verse seven with verse eight saying, “…all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.” (1 Peter 3:8-9)
b. Notice: when husbands fail to do this, their prayers are hindered!

V. God’s Expectations of Wives
A. Are a Helper (Gen. 2:18)
1. Her attitude will always serve as an assistance to her husband, rather than working against his godly directives

B. Serves in submission to her husband (Eph. 5:22-24; 1 Pet. 3:1)
1. “Submission”:
a. From Gk. “hupotasso” (hoop-ot-as'-so)
b. Roman military term meaning “submit yourself to”; in a military sense it means to rank beneath  someone else
c. Women’s liberation breeds the wrong ideas about submission. Quotes:
i. “I myself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is:  I only know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from a door mat or a prostitute.”  - Rebecca West, "Mr Chesterton in Hysterics: A Study in Prejudice," The Clarion, 14 Nov 1913, reprinted in The Young Rebecca, 1982
ii. “Never let the hand you hold, hold you down.”  - Author Unknown
iii. “Women are the only oppressed group in our society that lives in intimate association with their oppressors.”  - Evelyn Cunningham
iv. “I ask no favors for my sex.... All I ask of our brethren is that they will take their feet from off our necks.”  - Sarah Moore Grimké
d. Remember that this is not man asking wives to submit themselves, it is the Lord!
e. The manner of submission: “as unto the Lord” (Eph. 5:22)
i. Not begrudgingly or with a resentful attitude
ii. “As Christians we rank ourselves under one another, not over one another.” - Harkrider[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Robert Harkrider, Building Strong Homes, 1997] 

f. Just like a military will not function if its troops are not in order, likewise a marriage does not function well if it is not conducted according to God’s order,  since he is the architect of it (Gen. 2:22ff)
g. Husbands and wives must keep in mind that ultimately the husband in not head of the home, Christ is.
2. Submission: one way the wife shows her respect for her husband; Demonstrates that she has confidence that he can (and will) fulfill his responsibility in the home
a. If wife is to have this confidence, husband must give her reason to feel so (husbands must be godly leaders (when not, it hinders the wife from fulfilling her role as God expects)
3. Her submissive attitude may even serve as a tool through their “chaste conduct” to evangelize a Christian who is not a husband

C. Should Be Chaste, Accompanied by Fear (1 Pet. 3:1-2)
1. Strong defines chaste as clean, (figuratively) innocent, modest, perfect:-- pure
2. Nothing can be a greater asset to a husband than a wife he feels total confidence and trust in.
3. Nothing will create more strain on a marriage than a souse that cannot be trusted.

D. Focus Upon Beauty Is Inward More So Than Outward (1 Pet. 3:3-5)
1. Outward beauty is fine, but can become an obsession to the point of neglecting the inward
2. Inward beauty is “incorruptible” 
a. Outward beauty will diminish with age (much more than a woman having sex appeal)
b. Inward beauty will become more beautiful as a woman ages
c. This inward beauty only comes from the word of God which explains how to achieve this beauty citing examples of beautiful women of the past: “…the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands” (1 Pet. 3:5)
d. Note: this is not only required if you have a perfect husband…required regardless of your marital relationship – remember, your actions may affect how he responds (1 Pet. 3:1-2)

E. Respect and Honor the Husband (1 Pet. 3:6)
1. Speaks of Sarah who obeyed Abraham. “calling him Lord”
a. Term “lord” signifies that she regards him as her king
b. Not degrading to the woman, for if he is king, that makes her his queen
Conclusion:
1. God is the designer of man and mankind was designed for marriage.
2. Just as a tool works best when used for its intended purpose, marriages also work best when they are governed by God’s direction.
3. When marriages fail, it is ALWAYS because one (or usually both) parties have not crafted their marriages according to the divine pattern!
4. I pray that you will shape your marriages, as well as the rest of your lives according to the divine purpose!

Invitation:
1. If there is someone here who has not lived their life according to the eternal purpose, but would begin doing so tonight, we beg you to make your wishes known before you leave the building tonight!
2. Just as God has a design for the marriage, he also has a design for salvation (Chart: H-B-R-C-B-LR)
3.  Whether you are a Christian who has things they need help getting right in their lives or someone who has never done these things in obedient faith to God, we encourage you to do so immediately as we stand and sing!

Invitation back to our meeting when we will continue to discuss life from an eternal perspective.
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