Mal3_8-9AreYouaThief
“Are You a Thief?”
(Mal. 3:8-9)

Scripture Reading: Mal. 3:8-9

Accompanying Song: To Christ Be Loyal and Be True

Objective: To encourage the listener to give the Lord the very best that we have.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Malachi\Mal3_8-9AreYouaThief.docx

Introduction:
1. Pulpit = the most unique seat in entire church building.
a. From here I see things that make me happy, proud to be part of this congregation.
i. Faces that pay attention; inquisitive, thinking look
ii. Note taking
iii. Tears – cut to the heart
iv. Good comments/questions
b. Other things make me less proud.
i. Sleeping
ii. Fidgety, looking at watch as if can’t wait to get worship over
iii. Obvious lack of preparation to make a comment in a Bible class
iv. True, sometimes I may misinterpret what I see that seems to go on from here
v. Distractions: talking, cell phones, even IPods (maybe Bible on Phone?)
vi. I once took them personally (maybe I am not a good enough speaker)
vii. As I’ve grown, I realize, like Samuel did, they have not rejected me, but the Lord

2. What if I asked you if you were a thief? Thieves would not tell and honest people would be insulted!

3. Mal. 3:7-9
a. Scathing rebuke against Hebrews for lack of respect and honor in keeping the commands of the Lord in regards to worship
b. God accuses them of robbing Him
c. People shocked – demanded explanation – how had they robbed the Lord?
d. Gopd answers: tithes and offerings

4. Num. 18:29; Mal. 1:7-8 Instead of offering best, they were offering sick, blind, lame animals as sacrifice
5. Mal. 3:6 “"For I am the LORD, I do not change”
a. God has never changed, nor have His expectations from the people changed
b. Still expects the best sacrifices, offerings, singing, prayer, worship
c.  (Lev. 10:3) We serve an awesome God and He demands and deserves respect, honor and nothing less than the best that we have to offer
6. As long as we are on subject of worship – ask, “Do you rob God?”
a. Habitual posture and behavior – go through motions, stop paying attention
b. Church sign: “Casual worship” (dress or attitude?)
c. Other church sign: “Come as you are”; Is that what God desires, or should we come prepared?
d. Must rise above status quo, mediocrity. Remember that God does not want the lukewarm (Rev. 3:16)

7. Must offer only what is best to the Lord

Body: 
I. Think about who it is whom we serve.
A. (Ex. 3.14) “I AM WHO I AM” - All encompassing descriptive title; no beginning, no ending
1. Why is God in spiritual realm?
2. God = infinite in nature – means even entire universe could not contain Him!
3. God cannot even be contained by our description! Even “awesome” terribly insufficient!

B. Job suffering, asked God why he was suffering so. God stopped Him dead in His tracks and said…(Job 38:3-18; 28-33) READ

C. God instructs Job for four chapters on His nature. Job realizes it was wrong to question the Lord, realizing himself in comparison to the Lord, He says this (Job 42:5-6)

D. Understanding the Lord’s nature, what type of effort do we place into how we serve the Lord and all that we do for Him (cf. 2 Chr. 2:5-6)? 
1. We are serving and worshipping an all-seeing, all-knowing and all-powerful God that demands us to be obedient to His word (Jn. 12:48)
2. God’s word/the way He wants to be served is not “buffet-style religion” (take what you want, leave the rest). Twice in Deut., Proverbs and again in Rev. we are warned not to change God’s word, to be cautious not to fall short of or go beyond it

E. Heb. 10:23-25 we are commanded to assemble ourselves for purpose of worshipping
1. Some have difficulty holding attn. through song, prayer, singing, or lesson
2. If Christ Himself were here, would they pay attention then?
3. He is! (Mat. 18:20)
4. If we understood that He was going to be there would we ever miss? People who miss work less than church – go to find a dollar
5. If we kept this in mind, would we refuse to sing? Become distracted with others things during services? Even sleep? Serious business!

F. Before we worship, we need to remind ourselves about who we are worshipping.
1. We come to do His will, to adore Him, obedience to His commands…to show that we believe in & trust Him
2. All about Him, not about me!
a. Not here to be entertained by great orator – come to learn how to change my life to become what God wants it to be
b. The one delivering message not nearly as important as the message itself

G. When we come w/right attitude, we will seek to make our worship to lift Him up and honor & glorify Him; We will bring our very best to honor Him, nothing less.

II. Have we robbed the Lord in our singing?
A. Blessed to have good song leaders here. See effort from their willingness try hardest – I know from actions and comments made they want to do the very best they can. 
1. Song leaders must prepare – meditate on messages of songs they want to share…singing service is series of small sermons in themselves.
2. Song leader can only lead if we are willing to follow. “WE” only worship if “WE” all put our heart, mind and soul into it

B. Have you robbed the Lord in your singing?
1. All have heard Eph. 5:19; can likely quote it from memory
2. Are we familiar w/verses just prior? (Eph. 5:17-19)
a. Be wise, understand what the will of the Lord is
b. His will = that we sing and make melody in our hearts to one another
3. (Col. 3:16) says it this way; we are to be teaching and admonishing one another as we sing 
a. Describe you?
b. When finished singing, can you honestly say you have taught and admonished the brother sitting in front/side of us?
i. Do you sing out?
ii. How can you teach/admonish if not sing loud enough for others to hear?
iii. Too many don’t sing much louder than a whisper, not to mention others who do not sing at all.
iv. Time to be quiet = library, not church
v. Would God, who wants your best, be pleased w/song if you are making very little effort?

C. “I’m not a good singer!” Someone says
1. Passages don’t exclude those who don’t have a good voice.
2. Mentioned before, God expects the best singers
a. Some use such thought to excuse themselves from participating in some work/worship because they are not good enough…
b. Not meaning we need to be most talented at what we do…
c. Meaning, whatever we do, we are to give the Lord the very best we have to offer (personal best)
3. If no sing the best we can, who suffers?
a. Hinder your relationship to God, He will not accept anything less than your personal best
b. Harm brother – supposed to be teaching and admonishing him as well (brother not edified)
4. Excusing ourselves because not good will not work
a. Question: We learned moment ago how perfect God is beyond comparison…
b. Who is truly good enough to sing to God? Nobody!
5. If you have deceived yourself into thinking that it doesn’t matter whether we sing or not, guess again.
6. Do you have to? Yes you do! All are commanded to sing.
7. Illust.
a. Visiting a congregation – mentally handicapped boy
b. Knew I was preacher, so took a liking to me, wanted to talk
c. We sat near him
d. He sang out – sour notes, off key, some of words wrong, mispronounce words and was some of the most beautiful singing I have ever heard
8. Stop self-criticizing. Important part not about singing = not about hitting perfect pitch, but about praising God and admonishing our brother. That’s what it is all about!
9. Offering the best praise you can = never rejected by the Lord

D. Illust.
1. Whitney Huston – first time I heard her I was amazed by her incredible voice
2. Learned to sing that way in church
3. Whitney has since fallen from fame due to drugs and incredibly immoral lifestyle – ruined her life
4. Ms, Huston could sing better than any ten of us put together
5. Question: Though her singing would be aesthetically superior to yours, if your heart was right and you offered your best while Ms. Huston continued in sin, whose voice would the Lord accept?

E. If you are not fervently worshipping God in song, then you are robbing Him and we need to adjust our attitude, become more enthusiastic and stop comparing ourselves to others.

III. Have we robbed God in our prayers?
A. Prayer = our way of communicating with God
1. Through prayer that we praise God, speak of our innermost thoughts, confess our struggles openly, meditate upon and thank God for all that He has done and ask Him to supply our needs
2. Repeat # 1  three times
a. What if never said anything new to you, kept repeating yourself
b. What if God fulfills our requests to Him as well as we think of and pay attention to our conversation with Him.
c. Repeating prayer w/o thought not what the Lord had in mind when He came up w/idea of prayer
3. How would you feel if every time you began speaking to someone, you could tell their attention was elsewhere? Are we striving to focus on our prayer?
4. Prayer – vital in our relationship w/God

B. Have we become guilty of robbing God in our prayers?
a. Allowing mind to wander?
b. Parents playing w/children or doing something that you know is unnecessary & should be stopped?
c. Look around, mess w/personal belongings
d. Some choose to use as a time to move around auditorium
e. One disruptive person could distract the entire assembly, rendering our prayer useless!

C. We need to train ourselves and our children that this is the time to close eyes, bow our heads and listen and think. Folding hands, though not required, helps keep us from being tempted to do other things w/them.

D. We don’t want to rob God. We don’t wish for our worship to be vain/rejected. Must train ourselves and work as a congregation to help keep focused. I find it helps to repeat thoughts to myself and agree/disagree w/them – makes their prayer my own.

IV. Have we robbed God at the Lord’s Supper?
A. All areas of worship important.

B. 1 Cor. 11 Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and chastised them for making a mockery out of the Lord’s supper.
1. Many partaking had improper attitudes; made it a common meal
2. Paul mentioned the seriousness of making that part of their worship vain (1 Cor. 11:29-30); death came to some (probably spiritual)
a. We can rob the Lord by claiming to take the Lord’s supper, while not discerning the Lord’s body
b. Discern: to recognize mentally
c. Time to visualize, meditate, not the time to write a check for the collection of the saints, play w/the baby in front of us or think about what will be for lunch

C. Lord’s supper = serious and sober moment not to be taken lightly. When we take it lightly, we rob God.

Conclusion:
1. Many other ways we could rob the Lord that you could imagine, but these will be all that shall be mentioned in this lesson.
2.  I don’t believe for a minute that anyone her wants to intentionally rob the Lord
3.  But if our goal is to be anything less than a person who has an on-fire Christian faith for Christ, thenwe have robbed the Lord and in the end, any excuse will not be accepted

Invitation:
1. Are you as on fire for the Lord as you should be? If you are a Christian and need the prayers of the saints, now is the time to receive them…
2. If not a Christian, now is the time to begin your walk w/the Lord by believing in the Son, repenting of your sins, confessing Him before men, and being baptized into Chirst for the remission of sins to begin living life faithfully…
Michel D. Mahler		Page 2 of 6

