Luke18_1-8WhentheSonComesWillHeFindFaithonEarth
“When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”
(Lk. 18:1-8; Rom. 8:31-39)

Scripture Reading: x
Accompanying Song: #x “”
Subject: Apathy
Objective: x
Location: x

Introduction:
1. Steven Manchester tells the story of a trip he once took to Fenway Park in Boston to go and watch the Red Socks play a game.
a. He looked through the crowd. Everyone walking toward the stadium kept their eyes faced down to the ground, others straight ahead but no one seemed to be looking at anything around them.
b. Amidst a crowd wearing Nikes and Timber Boots, Steven’s eyes caught the sight of a nameless man who had shoes that had worn through long ago. 
c. He held a sign iin one hand that said, “Korean War Vet” and a Coffee can in the other. 
d. Steven described this man’s eyes, as if already dead, sunken deep into the sockets of his head.
e. People avoided the man as if he were a leper. No one stopped to ask how he came to such a sad condition. No one stopped to offer help.
f. It was easier to assume the man was lazy, or a con-artist than to consider that this man might be telling the truth.
g. Other passers-by were less than kind. Some were mean enough to leave behind an insult but the vet was too worn to strike back at the masses. At each harsh word, his eyes would close momentarily, and then opened again as if he had completely absorbed the cruelty.
h. Steven observed the man for fifteen minutes as the man stood there and his coffee can remained empty. 
i. Suddenly, another unfortunate soul captured Stephen’s attention. It was another elderly gentleman, this one in a wheel chair. He approached a curbstone and struggled to work his chair to make it over the lip. Try as he may, he couldn’t get the front tires to let him over the curb. Again, passers moved along as though they saw nothing.
j. Steve took two steps to help the man but it was too late. The homeless man placed his sign and cup on the stoop and went over to help the man in the wheel chair. Once over the curb, the two men exchanged smiles and again the man returned to his sign and cup. 
k. A chill went down Steven’s spine.
l. He walked over, placed a twenty-dollar bill in the man’s cup, the man thanked him and then Steven felt a tap on his shoulder. His brother Randy’s raised eyelids told him he didn’t approve.
m. During the ride home, he explained the situation to his brother. His brother expressed the strong suspicions of most…that this man would use it for alcohol or drugs. Maybe he was there because he wanted to be there. Maybe he didn’t deserve it. Steve, on the other hand was less suspicious. He didn’t see the need for it.
n. There was a long period of awkward silence the rest of the ride home. It was obvious the two saw the situation very differently.
o. Nearing home, Steven’s brother said, “"Steve, don't you ever wonder why God has given so much to so few, and so little to so many?"
p. To Randy's surprise, Steven responded sincerely, "I think that God has given enough. The problem is that people have forgotten how to share His generous gifts!"

Body: 
I. When the Lord comes, will He find faith on earth?
A. The title of our lesson is “When the when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" In Luke 18:1-8 (read) the Lord tells a parable:
1. Encouragement not to lose faith
2. In order to accomplish this, we are encouraged to pray always and not lose heart (give up, not faint)
a. Pray - Not once, but ALWAYS. How active is your prayer life?
b. Notice what prayer does – is an aid to helping us continue, not give up, to not lose heart
c. Burdens? Cast them upon the Lord and He will lift you up?

B. The parable has meaning: Contrasted with the unjust judge of the parable, God is UNLIKE this unjust judge.
1. The unjust judge did not want to answer the prayers of this woman but only did so to stop her from bothering…
2. …but the Lord hears and wants to answer our cries because He loves us. 
a. He will avenge us speedily.
b. Compare: (Romans 12:19) Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  
c. The purpose of the parable is teaching us to rely upon the Lord because the Lord wants to answer our prayers, to care for His Children.
d. Lord – not just a good Father – He is the BEST of Fathers, unlike me, unlike fathers in audience (we have our faults)

C. When the Lord asks if He will find faith on earth when He comes, it might remind us of the setting found in Gen. 18 where the Lord reveals to Abraham that a great outcry of sin has been committed in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
1. Abraham enters the earnest pleading with God and asks, “Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?” (Gen. 18:24)
2. Next, Abraham asks, if the Lord would destroy it if there were 45, or 30, or 20 or 10.
3. Each time the Lord reassures Abraham that He would not destroy it if the righteous were to be found in the city.
4. 2 Peter 2:7 calls Lot a righteous man, and we know that the messengers of the Lord spared he and His daughters and His wife from the city when it was destroyed with fire and brimstone.

D. Note the closing statement of our passage (Lk. 18:8): “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" 
1. Obvious answer = yes
2. Question to follow, will He find that faith in YOU? IN ME?
3. What I have long wondered about the story in Genesis 18…
4. If the destruction of the city could be held off, would the Lord delay destroying the city for MY SAKE? FOR YOUR SAKE?
5. Nevertheless = in spite of this fact that the Lord is such a great Father to us…(Although) He has done so much for us, will He find that we have faith when His Son returns?
6. God has a uniquely unfair relationship with man, truthfully leaving the Lord at a disadvantage (coming out at the short end of the stick). In the relationship between the Lord and man…
a. God is ever faithful (1 Cor. 1:9) and His children believe and even know Him to be ever faithful.
7. The question: Although we can have everlasting faith in the Lord, can the Lord have as much faith in US as we can in HIM?
a. What assurance does God have from you that He can trust in you as you do in Him?
i. How much faith does God see in us?
ii. Are we willing to be what God asks us to be?
iii. We claim faith. But what is the evidence?
iv. Some in our audience may wonder, WHY DOES IT MATTER?
8. Illust.
a. Imagine (or in reality) you are married
b. Wife is as faithful as wives can come
c. The husband is MOSTLY faithful (ONLY has an affair every once in a while)
d. (The roles could easily be reversed.) Is this relationship agreeable to anyone here?
e. Is the relationship bound to succeed or doomed to fail? (Obviously a marriage built upon unfaithfulness is doomed to fail.)
f. Why then, would we expect that an unfaithful relationship with the Lord (either as individual Christians or as the church, the bride of Christ) will succeed?

II. We must not grow complacent in our service!
A. (Read Rom. 8:31-39)
(Romans 8:31) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

1. We like to look at this verse with confidence.
2. Again, recall Lk. 18:8. When the Lord returns, will He find faith in US (His elect, His children)?
a. Reverse this logic: If GOD is against us, who can be FOR us?
b. We have, at times, mistakenly thought that, if we are God’s elect, then surely, God CANNOT BE AGAINST US!
c. Do not be so certain:
i. Think of the times of the past where God was AGAINST His own children!
ii. Think of the times when Israel, God’s children engaged in self indulgence and the Lord turned His back against them (and even, at times, strengthened the hand of their enemies).
d. Obviously, if God is against us, no one can help us! God is everything!

3. We are either with the Lord or we against Him. This one is black and white. If you are not working to bring people to Christ, you are working to drive people from Him! (Serious accusation!)

(Matthew 12:30) "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.  (NKJV)

(Matthew 6:24) "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  (NKJV)

4. We like to look at these verses and apply them to our religion (but the context does not fit our religion) this speaks of all manner of life…
5. We cannot serve self and God at the same time! Christ is not a polygamist! One cannot be part of the bride of Christ (the church) and married to the world at the same time!
6. If God is for us, who can be against us? But if God is not for us, does it matter who is for us?

B. Have you been as faithful to God as He has been to you? God was not complacent toward us! 
(Romans 8:39) nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (NKJV)

1. We like to camp out on verse 39 and say NOTHING can separate us from the love of God…
2. Yet, we forget that love is a two-way street.
(Romans 8:32) He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  (NKJV)

3. This verse tells us that the Lords has a deeper care and concern for you than for the care of His only Son (and a good Son cares about the things that are important to His Son
4. His OWN Son – made it personal for you and me
5. God loved us but how much do WE SHOW THOSE IN THE WORLD HOW MUCH WE APPRECIATE THAT LOVE HE GAVE TO US (Jn. 1:11)? 
a. (Note: His OWN = His own people or the same kinship He has to us, His elect!) 
b. How much do we love Him?
6. So, God has demonstrated His commitment to us, in what way have you demonstrated your commitment to Him?
C. What have you given to the Lord?
1. Your money? No temporal gift in and of itself is sufficient (Ac. 17:24-29)
a. God gave to man life, breath and all things
b. Not worshipped with man’s hands nor does He need anything from us.
2. Without love for Him, even we ourselves are insufficient (1 Cor. 13:1-3)
3. God wants (and deserves) it all (Rom. 12:1-2)
4. When God comes, will He find faith on the earth in me…in you?

D. Faith is always accompanied and demonstrated via works
1. Jas. 2:14-26
2. Phil. 2:12-18
3. 2 Tim. 2:15

E. Every aspect of our worship is for the BUILDING UP of the other souls!
1. Singing – Colossians 3:16
2. Praying – James 5:16
3. Reading – 1 Timothy 4: 13 – 16
4. Communion – 1 Corinthians 10: 15 – 22
5. Giving – 2 Corinthians 8: 1–15
6. Preaching – 1 Corinthians 14:3 

F. Evangelism  -  Work not only limited to the saints, evangelism (those outside the walls of this place) are in need of our works as well!
(Acts 8:4) Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.  (NKJV)

G. Restoration 
a. Gal. 6:1-2

(Galatians 6:1-2) Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  (NKJV)

i. Bearing one another’s burdens – means that when one falls away from the Lord we do more than sit around every Sunday morning and wish they’d come back.
ii.  Involves asking them kindly to return out of concern for their souls…
iii. Also means that we do not feel too high and mighty (they fell and we didn’t) – must be careful lest we fall as they did (none of us are better than the other)!
b. Jas. 5:19-20

(James 5:19-20) Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.  (NKJV)

i. Restoring a brother covers a multitude of sins
ii. When we restore someone we pull them away from committing a multitude of sin
c. Building up is the goal (Jude 1:20-25)

(Jude 1:20-25) But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.  (NKJV)

H. Therefore, it is our obligation to FULFILL the work!

III. What is strong enough to stop us from faithfully serving the Lord?
A. Earlier, we pointed to the question where the Lord had asked if He would find faith on earth when He came? What prevents you from properly serving the Lord?
1. Not the troubles nor people of the world (Rom. 8:35)
2. The cares for material needs of this world should not be a distraction from Him (Mat. 6:24-34)
3. Not for lack of spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3)

B. Christ should take center stage in our lives (Col. 1:18) He has preeminence – this means that we trust IN GOD, not the THINGS that God provides!

C. Our very lives belong to Him. Therefore we are His and must serve Him (Romans 8:36; Galatians 2:20)
1. What have you done in service to God
2. Have you upset people because they don’t like your profession of Christ?
3. If the world does not reject us, then what are they seeing in us that they no offense in the gospel?

D. God made us more than conquerors through Christ
1. Being MORE than conquerors in Christ includes more than merely winning some soul for Christ, it includes KEEPING that soul in Christ.
a. Several gone from our assembly today – all but forgotten!
b. What have you done to lead those lost sheep back to the fold?

E. Nothing but SELF will take us away from the love of God which is in Christ (Matthew 25:34-40)

Conclusion:
1. If God be FOR us, who can be against us? But if God be AGAINST us, who will be FOR us?
2. If our WORKS OF FAITH condemn us, we have no one to blame for the failure but ourselves!

Invitation:
1. If the Lord were to return right at this very moment, would He find faith in you…in me?
2.  He should.
3.  If you have never acted upon that faith, right now is your opportunity…
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