Lk15LostandFound
“Lost and Found”
(Lk. 15)

Scripture Reading: Lk. 15:1-10

Accompanying Song: #x “Oh, Why  Not Tonight?”

Subject: Backsliding

Objective: To help the Christian to learn both right and wrong attitudes toward the fallen as well as insight to help us to see that one can fall away from the Lord without ever leaving the assembly

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\New Testament\Luke\Lk15LostandFound.docx

Introduction:
1. Went to pick up my son from school once for Dr. Appt.
a. Sitting in office, waiting for him to come so I could sign him out and leave
b. Meanwhile, girl entered office and began speaking w/secretary about a cell phone she had lost
c. Secretary proceeded to pull out box full of items – Lost and Found
d. I laughed, amazed at the number of items that had gone unclaimed, some items of value that a person would miss: Glasses, jewelry (class ring); total there was probably few hundred dollars worth of items in the box; secretary mentioned that a few things of higher value that were kept secure in another place to keep them safe
e. “Doesn’t anybody come to claim them?” I asked. 
f. “Not as often as you’d think.” She told me
g. Began to wonder to myself, how could items of value, like a class ring – valuable, but only to the owner, how could they never come looking for one of first places I would think to check – the Lost & Found ? 
h. (Opening Slide) Began to think of people whose souls were lost, and had remained that way, because no one ever came to call them back to the Lord
2. Would like to share with you a classic among parables, commonly referred to as “The Parable of the Prodigal Son”
a. Oft referred to as the “Parable of the Prodigal Son” (prodigal, meaning wasteful) 
b. I would rather call it “The Parable of the Loving Father”  
i. Main emphasis of story; reveals much more about the love of his father than the foolishness of the son
ii. As a sub-lesson: the unforgiving attitude of the older son
3. Our parable  - last among 3 parables describing things that were lost and found:
a. Lost sheep (15:3-7)
b. Lost coin (15:8-10)
c. Lost son (15:11-32)
4. (Lk. 15:11-32) Let’s begin by reading, then analize this and the relating parables

Body: 
I. The Purpose of All Three Parables: Demonstrating the Proper Attitude Toward That Which Is Lost
A. Proper attitudes:
1. Lost sheep: 
a. Great effort made
b. Leaving everything else to find the one lost sheep – made this a higher priority than the 99 that were safe
c. When found, people around celebrate! 
2. Lost coin:
a. Again, does not simply sit around thinking how bad it is that it is lost
b. Not content to wait – makes a priority
i. Apparently not a very convenient time to lose it (at dark – has to light a lamp); not wait till morning; the coin becomes a priority
ii. Sweep made clean entire house if necessary (we ought to go to any means necessary, day or night)
3. Lost son:
a. Human, his story resonates more closely than sheep, coins
b. Notice some things about parable that teach us about our Heavenly Father;
i. (v. 11) Man had two sons (two - one will leave, yet one cannot take place of another); You = God’s child; no matter how many children he has, He loves each and every one
ii. (v. 12) Son asks and receives
a.) Father may have known what son was up to; our Heavenly Father certainly does; son asks for inheritance:
i.) Law allowed eldest son to receive double portion of the inheritance
ii.) There were 2 sons, therefore the inheritance would be divided: Older son 2/3, younger 1/3 of father’s livelihood
b.) Point: He gave him what he wanted but  it did not turn out well for the son; as story goes, son squanders it on riotous living and learns big lessons for life; 
i.) Value of hard-earned money
ii.) Money and things one can do or acquire in life will not bring lasting happiness
iii.) Family preferable to friends (son probably had lots of “friends” so long as money  and fun were flowing); when all done, “friends” gone and he is starving! All he can think of is how his family would care for him
iv.) No place like home – foreign country no longer seems so exciting, exotic
v.) Quite possibly the best money ever spent – left home and got a good education from school of life! School of hard-knocks!
vi.) Lesson: Sometimes our Good Father lets us have what we want for purpose of learning a valuable lesson – His ways are far superior to our ways! 
· Son gets this – v. 17 says “he came to himself” = he woke up, got head on straight
· Doubtful the Father could have simply told his son this lesson – some things we insist on learning for ourselves
iii. When we come to our senses, we will confess our sins
a.) Story teaches us that the attitude that brings us to point of confessing our sins is more important than admitting them w/our lips 
b.) Son never even gets the words “make me as one of your hired servants” from his mouth; his Father only interested in his repenting and coming back!
c.) Brings out “best robe” and a ring – son not going to be slave
d.) God will accept the humble!
iv. The Father was looking for him a “great way off”; His father had compassion and ran to the son
a.) Father wants the lost son to return
b.) Someone once said, “If you take one step toward the Lord He will take two steps toward you.”
c.) The son made first move to come home and father ran to him; hugged his neck and kissed him – warm sign of affection and love, acceptance (Lk. 15:23)
B. Would these describe OUR attitude toward one who has strayed? 
II. Wrong Attitudes
A. As much as the story is about having the right attitude toward the lost, it is about correcting those with the wrong attitudes
B. Lost Sheep: Not content saying “At least there are still 99 here” (we get complacent with our number & forget about those who are not with us); not content with 99 – if  can have 100, wants as many as possible (ought to be our attitude in church – we want everyone here!) 
C. Lost Coin: Not content with the 9 she has – wants all she can get (ought to be our attitude in church)
D. Lost Son:
1. Backdrop of all 3 parables (vs. 1-2)
2. Pharisees & scribes would never be seen with sinners and tax collectors 
3. We find them in the parable as well: the elder son
a. Older son “in the field” (v. 25); he has been doing the will of his Father
b. Hears unusual sound – music & dancing; when he learns that it is because his brother has returned he is angry (quite opposite attitude of the Father)
c. All he can think of is himself
i. Won’t join the party (pouting) as v. 28 says his father had to come out to plead with him
ii. His response: you never did anything like this for me, yet you celebrate like this for your son who left to squander his inheritance on harlots?
a.) He has not even spoken to his brother yet, how would he know what has become of the money?
b.) Sometimes wild accusations are given to explain why someone deserves no forgiveness
iii. Even if accusations are true, regardless of what his past may be, the Father happy he has repented!
d. Do not lose focus:
i. Quite literally: would we ever throw a party to celebrate the restoration of the fallen?
ii. Would we feel that happy for them?
iii. Why do we celebrate the restoration of the fallen?
a.) Not that we do not appreciate those who are here now…
b.) That we are so overjoyed and relieved someone has been restored (Jude 22, 23)
III. Do We Have the Right Attitudes or the Wrong Attitudes?
A. Do we have the right attitudes or the wrong attitudes?
B. Making any efforts to restore the fallen to fold at all? Sometimes we shrug shoulders and say “too bad”; look at it as “their own choice/fault”
1. If/when someone is restored to fold they become a “black sheep”
2. View (and worse) treat them as weak member
3. Shame on them – they know better (Isn’t that true of all of us when we sin?)
4. (Lk. 15:7) There is joy in Heaven over a lost one being restored; if Heavenly beings celebrate, shouldn’t we?
C. In all three cases, putting yourself in place of the lost sheep, coin & son, how would you feel knowing how much you are wanted knowing that people practically came (not telling you how wrong you are for not being here) but begging you to return? (Hard to say no to people like that.) 
1. Could it be that some leave the church because we are not showing how much we want and appreciate them HERE
2. Illust.: Careful not to take one another for granted
a. Suppose next Wed. night it is announced that (any member) has made it known they will no longer be attending here? 
b. How would that make you feel? It makes me feel awful! Wonder if blame self? Take personally
IV. Ways We Can Leave the Lord:
A. Although direct application to our lives would be of that to an erring child of God who has left, we would do well to ask if, in any way, this might be applicable to me?
1. Some might say: “I’m Present at assemblies – I haven’t left the Lord!”
2. Question: Is physically leaving the ONLY way one can leave the Lord?
3. Answer, obviously not! Has been said that folks leave the Lord long before they leave the church!
B. (Mat. 22:37) We can leave the Lord through a lack of love for God
1. Is God first in your life
2. Question: How much time do you spend in study, prayer, meditation throughout week?
3. Possible to  be at worship every week, yet part of you not with the Lord
a. 1 Tim. 4:1-14 Paul has said, among other things…
i. instruct the brethren in the word of God (v. 6, 11)
ii. Reject false teaching (v.7)
iii. “godliness is profitable for all things” (v. 8)
iv. “we trust in the living God” (v. 10)
v. “give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (v. 13)
vi. Then he ties it all together with this (1 Tim. 4:15-16) “mediate”; give yourself entirely to them” “continue in them”
C. (Ac. 20:29-30) We can leave the Lord by Listening to the Wrong Voices
1. False teachers do not often have an immediate effect but rather work like water eroding the soil; slow effect over time; only way to stop is to stop/divert the water to a less destructive path
2. Not all voices sound evil; may sound appealing, even harmless “sheep’s clothing” 
3. Some voices come from within – one of our own
4. Sometimes those voices come from within ourselves: pick and choose which commands of the Lord we are going to obey; ignore some of those commands yet still consider ourselves faithful
5. Be careful that the voices you choose to listen to are leading you toward a closer relationship w/the Lord and not further away 
D. (Mat. 16:24-26; Lk. 9:62) We can leave the Lord When We Feel Like the Demands of Being a Follower Are Too Great
1. Adhering to the biblical pattern – many would rather do things according to a revised version of that pattern
a. Worship the Biblical way not fun, not entertaining enough
b. We can’t see why God wants us to do things one way or another
2. Christian faith sometimes means doing things that are unpleasant
a. Confronting false teachers
b. Withdrawing from someone 
3. Can’t accept the moral code of conduct the Lord requires the Christian to live by
a. Not willing to leave unlawful marriage
b. Thinks o.k. to “shack up”
c. Don’t like warnings against situations that might tempt one to sin: modern dances, swimming
4. Some willing to give God only so much of their time, no longer! (Will go worship once, not twice on Sun; complain worship/class lasts too long)
5. Not willing to:
a. Be active in work of the church
b. Not willing to share gospel

E. We can leave the Lord When We Choose Materialistic Life Over Spiritual
1. Throughout the period of the Judges, it has been observed that every time the people had peace and prosperity they fell away from the Lord
2. (Matthew 6:21) 
3. (Matthew 13:22)
a. Materialism has tendency of making our lives so busy chasing after the “dream” of utopia on earth that it consumes our time 
b. Given only 24 hrs in /day; more we give to the pursuit of the “dream” and the “stuff” the less time we have for Lord and focus on spiritual things
c. (1 Timothy 6:9-10) 
d. Our nation composed of wealthiest people on earth; even our poor often have places to stay, food to eat; no one starves to death willingly in USA
e. (Luke 12:15) 
F. We can leave the Lord When We Lose Sight of What Is Most Important
1. The rich man: (Luke 12:18-21) 
2. Mat. 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…”
3. (Matthew 16:26) 
G. We can leave the Lord When We Desire to Appear Like Others In the World
1. The beginning of Israel’s downfall:
2. (1 Samuel 8:5-7)
3. Christians are supposed to be distinctive (2 Pet. 2:9-10; Tit. 2:14)
a. Thoughts, words and actions are “peculiar” from those of the world; we’re vastly different
b. (Rom. 12:2)
i.  “transformed” comes from Gk. “metamorphoo” (met-am-or-fo'-o) meaning “change, transfigure, transform”
ii. We get word metamorphosis from this
iii. As the butterfly hardly resembles the caterpillar, so does the Christian hardly resemble the worldly, sinful being they once were!
c. Yet so many desire to pattern themselves after the world
i. Think things that are fun in the world should be a central work for the church to provide
ii. Bible offends people: more and more people would prefer “inspirational talks” over Bible preaching and teaching
iii. Expand role for women in the church
Conclusion:
1. Hopefully our lesson has helped us all to see right attitudes toward those who have left the Lord and some wrong ones.
2.  We have also examined some ways that one can leave the Lord without ever leaving the assembly
Invitation:
1. Have you left Lord in any way?? Today you have the opportunity to return to Him
2.  Maybe you have never come to the Lord. Today is your opportunity to do so.
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