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“Let ‘em Die?”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Nov. 13, 2011
Scripture Reading: Lk. 24:45-48
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: Evangelism
Objective: Describe important command for every Christian to evangelize.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Evangelism\Let‘emDie.docx

Introduction:
1. Murder of Kitty Genovese – her murder was catapulted into true urban legend status
a. New York woman killed March 16, 1964 near her apt. in Queens
b. Walking home from work shortly after 3 a.m.
c. Man came out of darkness, attacking her w/knife
d. Her screams awakened the neighborhood. Some people turned on lights and opened their windows to see what the noise was all about – scared the attacker and he drove away.
e. 20 min. later, the attacker returned to finish the job.
f. Though 38 people had witnessed the crime, not one person reported the crime to police.
g. When questioned, one man responded, “I didn’t want to get involved.

2. Things little different today:
a. Oct. 28, 2009 CNN reported of a rape that had occurred in Richmond, VA.
b. As many as 20 people watched or took part when a 15-year old girl was gang raped and beaten outside a homecoming dance.
c. Witnesses took photos, others laughed.
d. None of the witnesses reported the crime
e. Later the young girl was taken to the hospital and five people were arrested for the crime.

3. Recent news – Penn State scandal:
a. Abuse of children on the campus for over a decade.
b. Head coach, Joe Paterno, the Athletic director and others fired for not taking the necessary actions to stop this from happening and see that these crimes were stopped sooner!
c. Horrific things were witnessed, yet no one got personally involved, no one stopped this until multiple children had been harmed!

4. Our reaction to these situations:
a. Shock, disgust 
b. “Why?” 
c. “How could this be?”
d. Many might say, “That would never be my reaction!”
e. Yet you and I are no better!

5. In the past year, I would be willing to bet that one of your friends, neighbors, family members or acquaintances died and went to hell!
 
6. WHAT DID YOU DO TO PREVENT THIS TRAGEDY? 
a. Did all you knew you could do…
b. Or did you “Let ‘Em Die?”

7. Think of your own situation:
a. If you are a Christian, SOMEONE…parents, spouse, friend…somebody at some point and time took the time to share the gospel with you.
b. Where would you be today if someone had not taken an interest in your soul?
c. Yet, in turn, how many have YOU personally shared the gospel of Christ with?

8. It is strange to me…
a. How strongly we believe we would try to stop/report  a murder, robbery, etc. if our neighbor’s house were being robbed…
b. We would warn people if the breaks were out in their car, the tires were about to fall off as they flew down the road, or if their home were on fire we would sound the alarm…
c. We have warning systems for abducted children (amber alert) and sirens for ambulances to warn people to get out of the way…
d. Sirens to warn people of severe weather…
e. But we will not warn people who are headed for Hell!

9. When we fail to reach out to those around us, tell me how we are any better than those who failed to help the two women we described a moment ago who were raped or murdered?

10. When you don’t stop a murder, that is a tragedy, no doubt….but only in the sense that the person died before their biological time…but they would have died PHYSICALLY anyway. No person on earth could have prevented that forever.

11. But we can do all we can and may possibly prevent the second death…doom in eternal punishment in hell! 

12. Why don’t we share the gospel as we should? It’s time to STOP TAKING THIS FAULT OF OURS LIGHTLY and take a SERIOUS LOOK IN THE MIRROR!


Body: 
I. Lack of knowledge – excuse offered by many.
A. How much time do you spend studying vs. watching television, texting, or other unimportant activities?

B. We learn what we want to learn.

C. Think of the number of things you know…
1. You learned to cook. Why? Necessary to eat.
2. You learned to drive. Why? Need to go places.
3. You learned skills to work at the jobs you’ve had. Why? You needed an income.
4. You passed homework assignments and tests over things you learned in school (things you hadn’t known before you studied them). Why? You wanted to graduate.
5. We can learn the word of God and how to teach it as well (1 Tim. 4:13-15)
6. (2 Tim. 2:15) Not needing to be ashamed; is the amount of time you spend in personal Bible study acceptable to God, or is it shameful?
7. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
a. Profitable – a “profit” is an increase; Scripture helps us grow;
b. Doctrine – knowing what’s right
c. Reproof – knowing what’s not right
d. Correction – How to get right
e. Instruction in righteousness – How to stay right
f. Complete – if you do not know it you are not complete!
g. Don’t know how to share gospel? That is what Bible study is for! – to make us thoroughly equipped for EVERY good work.
8. Heb. 5:12
a. Ignorance of the new believer = understandable and expected
b. Ignorance from one who has been a Christian for some length of time – unacceptable!
c. Comes a time when you shouldn’t need to have anyone explain to you first principles – should grow beyond needing that instruction
9. Eph. 3:4 Paul wrote the letters we have for a reason...so that we could understand what he wrote
a. Even books like Revelation are meant to be understood (what good would it do for God to give us a book nobody could understand?)
b. Rev. 1:3; 22:7 – if there is anything applicable to us in this book of prophecy we are told to keep it

II. “Nobody is interested/I don’t know anybody.”
A. (Jn. 4:35b) Everyone you meet = prospect: gas station cashier, children’s school teacher, tax accountant, babysitter, doctor, postal carrier, trash collector, neighbor…ANYONE NOT YET A CHRISTIAN!

B. Ever meet…
1. A salesman that won’t sell their product? (If he won’t, he’s not a salesman, is he?)
2. A doctor who won’t treat his patients? (Not much of a physician, is he?)
3. A mechanic who won’t fix cars? (How can one be a mechanic if they won’t fix something?)
4. Is someone who doesn’t watch what they eat on a diet? Hardly!
5. If we can see this, then how is someone who won’t share the gospel a Christian?
a. (Mat. 28:19-20) “go…make disciples”
b. Told to make disciples by: 
i. Baptizing them
ii. Teach them to ‘observe all things that I have commanded you”
a.) What had they been commanded?
b.) To baptize people and make disciples.
c. Disciple: 
i. lit. means “become a pupil”;  
ii. One who mimics what their master has taught them 
(Luke 6:46) "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?  (NKJV)

C. Christians in the Bible set the example showing that was what they understood they did (Ac. 8:1-4)
1. Note vs. 1 – period of great persecution; people in inconvenient, unfamiliar territory – scattered everywhere
a. Did not have conveniences like we do – comfy church bldgs.; motorized cars to drive us heated/air conditioned to/from; copies of Bibles for all, etc.; think of the ease and convenience we have
b. Church budgets to pay preachers, make photocopies & print outs; .ppt projectors, sound systems, radio stations, etc.
2. Note vs. 2 – Stephen = first recorded Christian martyr – violence escalates to putting Christians to death w/o so much as a trial
3. Vs. 3 – Break into their houses; watch wife, husband, etc. put in prison for their faith
4. If that were you, how afraid would you be to share your faith?
5. What did they do? Vs. 4 - They went everywhere preaching the word!
6. If they can do it under those circumstances…what will God say to us on the day of judgment if we have failed to teach our neighbor? Will God accept:
a. “I was embarrassed” (2 Tim. 1:8a)?
b. “I was busy” (Lk. 10:40-42)? Mary chose the good part while Martha was distracted with much serving. A lot of us are distracted from the gospel by a lot of things competing for our attention these days!
c. “I had to take care of family matters” (Mat. 8:21-22)?
d. “I was too scared” (Rev. 21:8)?
e. “I didn’t get around to obeying the command” (Heb. 5:9)? (If Jesus said to share the gospel with every creature and we don’t will He save you if you won’t obey Him?

D. Recently heard story of people attending a San Fransisco 49r’s San Diego Chargers game
1. Fans sitting in stand suddenly saw money falling from the sky…
2. People went frantic, grabbing money
3. Over $1000 collected by the crowd!
4. Not a prise: Someone had knocked a vendor’s money out of their hand from the deck above 
5. Fans above yelled down and told people below what had happened – everyone gave money back
6. People want money!

E. If you had:
1. Money, new car, fur coat to give away…could you find someone to take it?
2. Television, radio full of ads for “ageless male” (bring back youth); wrinkle free creams, hair dies, vitamins, etc.  to return our youthfulness – people spend millions 
3. Would you tell me that if you had the key to ETERNAL LIFE, you could not find any takers?

III. “The people I know wouldn’t listen.”
A. Would Saul of Tarsus, who approved of putting an innocent,  righteous man like Stephen to death and persecuted Christians seem like a good prospect?

B. It doesn’t matter who WE think are good prospects.
1. Jonah didn’t think the Ninevites were good prospects for God’s word either!
2. God says ALL MEN are good prospects; (Jn. 6:51; 7:17; 10:9) “Anyone”!

C. Only God can read men’s hearts! Who are you to know what a man’s heart will/will not do?

D. God is judge of the world! Who are you to judge your fellow man, refusing to offer him a chance to be saved?

E. Only God knows the future. Do you pretend to know as God does?

F. Regardless of the past, how can you know what a person has been thinking about or what they have been going through in their lives that may have changed their minds?

IV. Some fear rejection.
A. Fear of rejection – one of strongest emotions one must overcome if we are going to share our faith with others.
1. Fear loss of friendship
2. Fear damage to self-confidence

B. Afraid those we approach will say “no”

C. The True & Faithful Find a Way to Overcome 
1. Joshua: “…as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." (Josh. 24:15)
2. Stephen (Ac. 7:51-58)
3. Paul (Ac. 14:19-20) “…they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.” Compare “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness…”


D. Keys to overcome:
1. Don’t take it personally (Lk. 10:16)
2. May be indication you are doing the right thing (Gal. 4:16; Lk. 6:26)
3. Expect rejection 
a. (Jn. 15:18) Are you better than Christ Himself who was rejected?
b. “…He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” (Jn. 1:11)

4. Rejection not a valid excuse to give up (Mat. 10:22); must endure till the end (Quitters never win!)

E. Should we fear men, that they might reject us? (Lk. 12:5) 

F. Remember Jesus who was rejected…
1. Did He sulk and cry because He had been rejected? 
2. He did cry, but it was for those who had rejected Him (Mat. 23:37)

Conclusion:
1. Consider Paul’s words (Ac. 20:26-27)
a. The reason Paul felt that, on the Day of Judgment, he would be innoicent of the blood of all men (he was not responsible for those who were lost) was because he had not held back preaching the gospel at every opportunity he had.
b. If Paul was innocent because he HAD DECLARED the gospel to others, what does that mean about those who HAVE NOT DECLARED IT?

Invitation:
1. If you have not obeyed the gospel and do not know Jesus as your Lord and Savior…
2. I declare that the gospel is able to save you!
3. Hear (Rom. 10:17); Believe (Jn. 8:24); Repent (Lk. 13:3); Confess (1 Jn. 4:3); Be Baptized (1 Pet. 3:20-21); Remain Faithful (Col. 1:23) 
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