Judges13-16WhenItAllFallsUponYou
“When It All Falls Upon You”
(Jgs. 13-16)

Scripture Reading:  Psa. 19:7-14

Accompanying Song: #x “There is Room in the Kingdom”

Objective: To encourage the listener to take upon themselves the important responsibilities the Lord has called us to do.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Judges\Judges13-16WhenItAllFallsUponYou.docx

Introduction:
1. Jgs. 13 Introduced to Samson for 1st time:
a. A Danite (Jgs. 13:2)
b. Mother barren, but an angel of the Lord appears to her and announces that she will give birth to a son (Jgs. 13:3).
c. She is commanded not to drink alcoholic drink or to eat anything unclean because the child shall be a Nazarite from the womb (Jgs. 13:4-5). 
d. According to the American Tract Society Dictionary, “a man or woman engaged by a vow to abstain from wine and all intoxicating liquors, and from the fruit of the vine in any form; to let the hair grow; not to enter any house polluted by having a dead body in it, nor to be present at any funeral.  If by accident any one died in their presence, they recommenced the whole of their consecration and Nazariteship.  This vow generally lasted eight days, sometimes only a month, and sometimes during their whole lives. When the time of Nazariteship expired, the person brought a number of sacrifices and offerings to the temple; the priest then cut off his hair and burnt it; after which he was free from his vow, Nu 6:1-27; Am 2:11,12.”
e. The woman relays all that has happened to her husband (Jgs. 13:6-7).
f. Samson’s Nazarite vow - unique vow among all other Nazarite vows…
i. An extreme vow - one that would last an entire lifetime. 
ii. Normally a vow that a man or woman man or woman entered into themselves, by their own choice. 
iii. This vow imposed upon Samson from birth by the Lord Himself
g. The child is named Samson and he grew into a young man. 

2. Let us see some lessons that we learn from the life of Samson…

Body: 
I. Samson came to understand that the responsibility to serve the Lord fell upon Him.
A. Everything Samson had done to this point was somewhat self-serving although it also served God at the same time.
1. Did not seem to care about serving God but instead made several decisions in life based upon what he wanted, rather than serving the Lord.
2. Violated his Nazarite vow in multiple ways and, at least at times, acted ungodly…
a. He wants to take a bride for himself from the daughters of the Canaanites 
i. Jews were forbidden to marry the Canaanites (Josh. 23:11-13). To do so was to choose the a pagan people over the Lord (Josh. 23:11)
ii. Self-serving interests at heart (Jgs. 14:2-3)
iii. He ate of the honey from the carcass of the dead Lion. 
iv. He wanted the sweet honey, did not care about the violation of his Nazarite vow or his Jewish faith - touching a dead body and eating unclean things were forbidden to one under the Nazarite vow (honey would be unclean since it came from the lion carcass). 

b. He places a bet of thirty garments that some Philistines at a feast could not guess the answer to his riddle. 
i. His wife betrays him and reveals the answer to his riddle. 
ii. Out of anger, Samson kills thirty men from Ashkelon to take their garments to pay for the lost wager. 
iii. He is not killing the Ashkelonites out of service to God but rather out of his own anger.
iv. In the process, he leaves his wife for some time.
c. Samson’s father assumes Samson did not want his wife any longer and gives her to Samson’s companion (Jgs. 15:1-2).
i. When Samson learns of this, in anger he catches 300 foxes, ties them in pairs and places a torch between the tails of foxes, turning them loose in the fields of the Philistines, destroying their crops. 
a.) Again he did not attack the Philistines as a service to God…
b.) But out of personal retaliation
ii. The Philistines retaliate by killing his ex-wife and her father with fire (lex talionis, “eye-for-an-eye”).
a.) After his former wife and father-in-law are killed by the Philistines in an act of revenge against Samson for burning their crops…
b.) A battle begins between Samson and the Philistines, making him a wanted man. Samson, in turn attacks the Philistines. 
i.) A renegade, he is forced to hide out in the cleft of the rock of Etam.
ii.) Unable to get Samson, the Philistines encamp against the Jews at Lehi in Judah in order to arrest Samson. 
iii.) Samson allows the Jews to arrest him and bring him bound before the Philistines where he breaks free from his bonds and kills 1000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey.
c.) Again, none of this seems to have happened because of Samson’s concern for serving the Lord, all of it seems to be based upon revenge and self-vindication
d. He becomes involved with a harlot for some time…
i. No an attitude of one with an attitude of a servant with a heart for the Lord…
ii. Rather a man acting out his own carnal lusts.

B. There is a silver lining behind the scenes…
1. God uses this situation with Samson…
2. Brought into this world by God to deliver the Israelites from the rule of the Philistines (Jgs. 13:5)
3. (Jgs. 14:4) Though Samson is not always seen acting in a godly manner, God uses these events with Samson to bring judgment upon the Philistines and to begin the delivery of the Jews from the rule of the Philistines. 

C. Eventually, Samson becomes infatuated with and is betrayed by the infamous Philistine woman from the valley of Sorek, Delilah.
1. Again, blinded by infatuation rather than a will to serve the Lord, in the end, Samson is captured by the Philistines where he meets his end.
2. In a dramatic closing scene Samson’s strength has left him because he has left the Lord.
3. He realizes where he has gone wrong.
a. He has not always obeyed the Lord as he should have. Now the Lord has left Him. 
b. In an act of humility and repentance he prays for his strength to return one last time (Jgs. 16:28-30)
4. Samson realizes quite possibly for the first time in his life that it is not just about serving himself and merely exacting revenge upon others for what they had done to Him…

D. Samson finally realizes that the need to serve the Lord (quite literally) fell upon him.

E. I feel the need to apply this to my life…
1. Realize that the need to serve the Lord has fallen upon me…
2. Men often involve themselves in many activities in this life that are merely self-serving
3. Others are willing to give God a portion of their lives (Lk. 14:33) “all that he has” has reference to your entire life – every breath, every facet, even our very lives…
4. Our attitude needs to be like Samson learned: “Lord use me until I am empty!”
5. Are we guilty of holding back from the Lord? Have I given Him all that I have to give?
6. (Eccl. 12:13-14)

II. The Power of the Lord has fallen upon you.
A. Samson was reminded that the Lord was the source of his strength as it had been all along….
1. Judges 13:25 “…the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him…”
2. Judges 14:6 “…the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand.”
3. Judges 14:19 …” the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men …”
4. Judges 15:14 “…the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands.”

B. This strength was unmatched by any worldly power because his strength came from the Lord.

C. Though we may not have the physical strength of Samson, we have equal strength (Eph. 3:14-20).
1. Often feel “we can’t” (may be right…maybe YOU can’t)! 
2. We learn from Samson…
a. We are weak when we go it alone
b. With God, we are invincible against our enemies!

III. Upholding the good name of Christ falls upon you.
A. Often in the scripture of the O.T. we find that when the nation of Israel had fallen away from the Lord that the Lord used the nations to cast judgment upon Israel. When this happened, they often looked to this as proof that their gods were greater than the God of Israel.
1. They misinterpreted the events that had happened…looked only for an explanation for their victory through their gods devised from the fables of men and made of wood and stone
2. They could not see that it was God who gave them the power to overcome His own people as punishment for straying away from Him.

B. Thus when the Lord’s people stumbled, it gave those who had rejected the Lord reason to blaspheme the God of Israel.
1. As a nation (Jgs. 16:23-25)
2. True of individuals (2 Sam. 12:13-14)

C. We must remember that the good name of Christ has fallen upon our shoulders to lift up…
1. Must live up to the calling of Christ (Eph. 4:1).
2. If we fail…
a. When we sin….
b. When we live in hypocrisy…
c. When live our lives in any way short of total commitment to the Lord…
3. …we give the enemies of the Lord an occasion to blaspheme!
a. The Christian lives in a “glass house”
b. Those in the world looking for a reason to reject Christianity are only given ammunition against the gospel when we fall short of God’s glory!

D. The burden to carry the gospel into the world has fallen upon you 
1. (Phil. 2:9-11) “every tongue should confess” (present tense)
2. Do you walk worthy of your calling, sharing the good news of the gospel with others?
3. It has fallen upon the shoulders of every true believer!

Conclusion:
1. We bear a heavy burden as Christians…
2. God has high expectations of us…
3. It is not that He has not equipped us to do the work we are called to do.

Invitation:
1. What will you do, now that you know that the burden of obedience to the word of God has fallen upon you?
2. Are you willing to bear the load that the Lord is asking you to carry?
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