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“Achan’s Sin”
(Josh. 7)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans Dec. 25, 2011
Scripture Reading: Psa. 32:1-5
Accompanying Song: # “I Am Coming Lord”
Subject: Repentance
Objective: To help the listener to see the importance of repenting of sins and removing EVERY SIN from our lives!
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Old Testament Sermons\6_Joshua\Josh7AchansSin.docx

Introduction:
1. This lesson: study of the Story of Achan (Josh. 7)

2. Background:
a. Israel - after delivery from slavery in Egypt - wandering 40 yrs. in wilderness - finally enter promised land; must conquer people of land 1st
b. Among battles – Jericho – lesson: after obeying the Lord’s commands to march around the walls 7 days – 7th day the Lord brought the walls crumbling down
c. When attacking Jericho specific instructions were given (Josh. 6:17-19)
i. All people in city slaughtered – only Rahab the harlot & her family spared
ii. Nothing considered “accursed” (idols, etc.) were allowed to be taken as spoils of war
d. This was not an insignificant victory – mightiest of cities – heavily protected w/wall and mighty army within ; by all accounts Israel should have been defeated 
e. W/God’s help - battle ends – Israel victorious

Body: 
I. Next: The Battle of Ai
A. Next is the battle of Ai
1. Much different  battle
2. (Josh. 7:2-6)
3. Men spy on Ai – nothing like the mighty Jericho
a. Jericho a mighty fortress difficult to overcome
b. Ai – its exact opposite
i. Spies advise Joshua – no need to mobilize entire army (7:3) 
ii. They surmise that 3,000 men would be more than enough to assure victory
iii. Note the outcome – defeat (7:5)!

B. Joshua is beside himself!
1. Mourns – tore clothes; put dust on head; falls on face before the ark
2. Why did they lose? How could God forsake them? 
3. If they can’t beat the puny army of Ai – all is HOPELESS!
4. Men of Ai mightier? No! The reason for their defeat (Josh. 7:11-12)

C. The Transgressor is Revealed!
1. An inquiry is made (Lord has a hand in helping) to identify the guilty party
2. Achan confesses that he (Josh. 7:19-23)
3. For his sin, Achan and his entire family – along with all of his possessions were brought to the valley of Achor. 
a. His family and livestock were stoned with stones.
b. His possessions were burned
c. The body of Achan was buried beneath a great heap of stones.

D. I would like to observe several things we can learn from this story…

E. What happens next illustrates some important lessons:
1. The deceptive and blinding nature of sin…
2. The power sin can have in our lives!

II. When Hardship Comes, Before Blaming the Lord, Take a Good Look In the Mirror
A. Illust.
1. I once met a man – thought I might have an opportunity to share the gospel with him
2. As soon as he realized the conversation was headed toward “religion” he quickly took control of the conversation to politely but firmly let me know he had no interest in God at all
3. Relayed a tragic story of a son he had lost to an automobile accident
4. As he spoke I could sense that, though this event had happened some time ago, the wounds were far from healed.
5. The man could not rationalize why God would take his son from him:
a. Prime of life
b. So much ahead of him
6. The man made it very clear that, because of what God had allowed to happen that He was angry with God and had no interest in having anything to do with Him!
a. Sometimes tragedy happens
b. Not always fair to blame God
c. Before becoming too critical w/God for NOT BEING FAITHFUL TO US – we ought to begin by asking ourselves if we are as faithful to Him as we expect Him to be to us!
d. This relates to our story this morning…

B. When Israel was defeated at Ai, note Joshua’s first response to the defeat (Josh. 7:7-9)
1. Asks God, (paraphrasing)  “Did you bring us this far just to see us utterly destroyed?”
2. “What will happen to your great name when the people of the land see that our God has allowed us to be defeated? The people will think that our God has deserted us, or worse, that you are not able to deliver us.”

C. But remember what God said: (Josh. 7:10-12)
1. (Paraphrasing) “Before blaming me, take a good look at yourselves!
2. “You suffered loss, not because I have forsaken you, BUT BECAUSE YOU HAVE FORSAKEN ME!”
3. Joshua’s first reaction was to view the loss as evidence God had let them down; it never occurred to him that maybe it was the other way around – maybe Israel had forsaken the Lord!
4. This is the blinding nature of sin

D. How often do we (or others) say things like this?
1. Have you ever wondered:
a. “Why is my life troubled by this problem?”
b. “How could God let this tragedy occur in my life?” 
c. “How could God let this happen TO ME?”
2. Before we begin our list of accusations against God…
3. Before we begin to complain that HE HAS LET US DOWN…
4. Maybe we would do well to review HOW FAITHFUL WE HAVE BEEN TO GOD!

III. Myth: One Sin Won’t Hurt
A. How often have you justified sin in your own mind by telling yourself:
1. “I doubt God would really send me to Hell just for __________.”
2. “It won’t hurt just this once.”
3. “God will forgive me later.”
4. But such demonstrates a terrible misunderstanding of the nature of sin (yes, even those “small” sins)!

B. Our Lesson:
1. Would you classify Achan’s sin a “big sin” or a “little sin”
a. Seems like a “little sin” to me…
b. Would be easy to justify what he did in his own mind:
i. Shame to let these nice things go to waste…
ii. What goods might have gone to the Lord:
a.) Justification: One could look at all of the other riches that were given into the Lord’s treasury – surely they wouldn’t miss these few items.
b.) Justification: of any  “accursed” things – it would be easy to look at these items and say “Why leave these things behind? It is such a shame to let these things go to waste!”
iii. After all, it is not like Achan was directly trying to hurt anybody – he’s just taking a few spoils of war.
c. This story helps us to see that God does not care if you see this as a “big sin” or a “little sin” – sin is sin – whether great or small, it is REBELLION IN ANY AMOUNT that troubles the Lord!
2. How many sins did Achan commit?
a. Just one.
b. Yet he was put to death for that one sin!
c. God is not pleased with someone who has the attitude “just this once.”
i. Nadab & Abihu’s ONE sin of offering strange fire cost them their lives (Lev. 10:1-2)
ii. Moses was forbidden to enter the land of Canaan for just ONE sin (Num. 20:7-13).
iii. Uzza only touched the ark of the Lord ONCE (2 Sam. 6:1-8).
iv. The rich young ruler lacked only ONE thing to inherit eternal life yet refused to do it (Lk. 18:22-23).
v. Annanias and Sapphira were struck dead for only telling ONE lie to God (Ac. 5).
vi. James remarked that if a man stumble in JUST ONE point of the law, he was guilty of it all.
vii. Apostasy happens one step at a time!
viii. One sin is all it takes to separate ourselves from God!

IV. Myth: My Sin Won’t Hurt Anyone But Me
A. How often have you heard someone think this way: “Don’t worry about what I am doing . My sin doesn’t hurt anyone but me.”
1. Seldom, if ever can anyone guarantee that to be true.
2. If you willfully sin, do you not set a poor example for others, encouraging them to do likewise?
3. Even if your sin is secret, if your sin should somehow become public, will it not upset or embarrass your family? Bring reproach upon the church? 
4. Illust: Sometimes we may not even imagine how our sins may be found out (Achan didn’t)!
a. I was once trying to arrange a study with a man
b. He was very leery of the church – heard some things he did not like – very hesitant to study
c. Took me a long time to work toward building a relationship
d. His experience was such that led him to feel many members of the church were hypocrites
e. Thought I was setting a good example and proving otherwise – we became friendly
f. One day he bought a used computer second had store
g. Took the computer to have work done on – tech notified him that the previous owner had homemade pornographic videos hidden on the hard drive
h. Were able to determine (due to other documents left on the hard drive) that the former owner was a minister within the church!
i. What are the odds that information would come to me? I am sure that man never would have dreamed it possible!
j. Hard to know what to say against someone like that who already thinks the church is full of hypocrites! In that sense he was right!
k. So never think that your sins will never be found out!

B. Achan thought his sin wouldn’t hurt anyone but him, but when it was found out it not only cost him his life…
1. He brought reproach upon an entire nation (Israel fled in battle)
2. The lives of 36 soldiers in battle were lost (7:5) 
3. The lives of his family (7:24-25)
4. All of his livestock and possessions were destroyed

C. NEVER, NEVER assume that your sins will only harm you!

V. Myth: You Can Keep Your Sin Hidden.
A. Your Sins Will Be Found Out (cf. Num. 32:23)!

B. Story of Moses:
1. He thought no one would know when he killed the Egyptian
2. (Ex. 2:12-14)
3. He thought the murder was his secret – he was wrong
4. Sometimes others find out even though we may believe we are the only ones aware of what has happened!

C. Achan must have thought that he could get away with his sin.
1. By all accounts he would have
a. Able to smuggle goods back to his tent
b. Seemed as though his sin was undetected by others in the camp
2. Yet his sin did not escape the attention of someone – God
3. Had it not been for the defeat at Ai and God’s intervention Achan may have gotten away scott-free

D. How many times do we sin and deceive ourselves into believing that we have gotten away with it?
1. Yet WE NEVER DO!
2. God ALWAYS KNOWS (Heb. 4:13)!
3. I have found that it is helpful to remind  those who are struggling with secret sins of this fact
a. You may have a secret of pornography
b. Ask yourself this: would you watch it if God were in the room with you? Of course you wouldn’t 
c. Envision this truth – you are! God is aware of all that you are doing! (Sometimes we need to be reminded of His invisible presence.)

Conclusion:
1. One sin not repented of can make a HUGE difference!
2. Let’s not mislead ourselves!
3. It can have devastating consequences not only for ourselves, but for others!

Invitation:
1. Make certain your sins are forgiven before its eternally too late!
2. If a Christian, bring your proverbial sins out of your tent and confess your sins to God (He knows about them already and is simply waiting for you to stop being sstubborn and foolish and admit what you have done and ask for forgiveness)!
3. If not a Christian, you have a lot of those proverbial sins that are not forgiven (H-B-R-C-B-LR)
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