“Preparing to Enter 
the Promised Land”
(Jer. 1)

Scripture Reading: x

Accompanying Song:  “Be Strong and Courageous”

Subject: The requirements of those who desire to go to Heaven are parallel to those who desired to enter into the Promised Land.

Proposition: Just as Joshua entered the Promised Land, if we desire to enter our promised land (Heaven) then we must enter in ways similar to Joshua and the Israelites!

Objective: To learn how we can enter into our land of promise…Heaven.

Location: x

Introduction:
1. What does it take receive the eternal gift of life in Heaven?
a. Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess, Baptized  = certainty, but not what I am talking about
b. How does one conduct their lives in such a way as to be certain that they have done what is necessary to hear the words, “Enter into the joy of thy Lord?”

2. [2] Many parallels between Israel’s entrance into their Promised Land – receiving the physical land, a home  and country to call their own and the Promised Land the Christian is striving toward – eternal home in Heaven.

3. Let us examine the striking parallels between Israel’s receiving of the Promised Land and what we must do to cross over into our own land of Promise. (Josh. 1 - read)

4. Josh. 1 = Joshua’s instruction and His great speech to the Israelites before entering the Promised Land.

5. The Promised Land Israel fought to attain did not come easy; without cost; by their own devising but by following God’s plan...

Body: 
I. Entering the Promised Land will require a great battle (Josh. 1:4, 14) [3].
A. As the Lord speaks to Joshua in Josh. 1 He is preparing Joshua as a great military leader, to resume the work that he and Moses had started…entering the promised  land. 
B. Notice: “all the land of the Hittites…SHALL be your territory…”
1. Not their land yet
2. The peoples in these lands will fight to retain them (what if people came to claim the lands of America of themselves?)

C. Each of us face our own battles in this life
1. Have you thought of the attaining of a crown as a battle? Just as there were physical battles in the past, each Christian will be forced to face their own battle (Heb. 11:32-12:7) [4-5]
2. Each battle against sin, discouragement, temptation is a battle for our souls – a battle we face while trying to reach the Promised Land.
a.  Battle to endure threats from our enemies…
b.  Battle to endure persecution (even from the religious establishment)…
c.  Battle to endure the taking of our lives and/or the lives of our fellow saints…
d.  Battle to endure homelessness/poverty for standing for our faith… 
e. Battle to endure hostility against sinners…
f. Battle to endure the chastening of the Lord…
g.  Battle to endure because God has prepared something better for us!

3. Battle against sin  = battle against the greatest enemy: self and an invisible enemy, Satan

II. Entering the Promised Land will require us to obey the Lord (Josh. 1:7, 16) [6].
A. In battle, or preparing to take land, orders must be given
1. Orders given must be obeyed for the battle strategy to be successful.
2.  How effective would the army be if each man acted according to his own accord and not as a part of a unit with a common goal?
3. Remember prior to this, Moses failed and was punished for his insubordination (Num. 20:8-12). Joshua has learned by the mistakes of Moses that the Lord requires exact obedience.

B. Joshua now taking over the leadership Moses once held.
1.  (Josh. 1:2) “Moses, my servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people…”
a. This phrase, “Moses, my servant” is used no less than 3x in the text
b. Yet we learn it is not enough to be the Lord’s servant…
c. Moses was a servant yet was not permitted to enter
d. Serves as lesson - we must be an obedient servant in order to enter the promised land!
2. God wanted His people to take the torch from Moses and continue in the work…
3. Joshua must not think that just because Moses is gone that the work has ceased.

C. For the Christian and for the Lord’s people, the church as a whole, orders have been given…
1.  In Joshua’s day (Josh. 1:17) [8]…true of us today as well.
2. God’s commands not difficult to understand/obey – we (1 Jn. 5:2-3) [9-10]; we struggle to obey orders that we don’t want to obey (i.e. God’s commands)
3. We are to follow the orders given to the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor. 16:15-16) [11-12]
a. Devote yourself to the ministry of the saints just as the household of Stephanas did. 
b. Submit yourselves to saints and to those who work and labor for the Lord – submitting to and following the direction of the Lord’s people.
c. Includes submitting to elders and working in unity, submitting to one another while doing God’s will

4. Nation of Israel has waited 40 yrs. For this moment. It they were going to be successful, they were going to need to do things God’s way – will be  the only way He will bless their effort

5. Will you obey the orders? Will you take up the torch?
a. Who will study, train and prepare themselves to become the next elders, deacons and preachers?
b. Who will be those who will be known as the pillars of faith in this congregation?
c. Who will take the torch?
d. Who will faithfully obey the orders handed down to us from on high?
6. Must not rely upon the select few to do the work
7. When they can no longer carry on the work, the work ceased instead of others taking the torch that has been passed on to them.

D. In the heat of battle, it might be easy to be afraid…

III. Entering the Promised Land will require great courage (Josh. 1:6, 7, 9).
A. Fighting battles require each soldier to have great courage. 

B. Armies organized into commanders of various ranks
1.  Must give some orders that are difficult to obey
2. Troops sent running into battler – difficult for commander to give such orders 

C. The Christian is required to have the same courage today (1 Cor. 16:13) [14]
1.  Courage to stand firm in the faith 
2.  Courage developed from putting on the armor of God (Eph. 6:11-15) [15]
3. Note: Cannot put this armor on w/o knowing the word of the Lord! Thus no study, no protection.

D. How do we develop such courage?

1.  Entering the Promised Land will require us to believe and develop the attitude, “If God be with us, then no man can be against us.” [16]
 
2. (Josh. 1:9) [17] Remember that God is with you wherever you go.
a. Easy to feel like God has commanded something from afar and left us to fight the battle alone – not so

3. Must not forget that God will neither leave nor forsake us (Josh. 1:5) [17b]

E. Courage/confidence derived from knowing that we are prepared…before one is prepared to go into battle, preparations must be made…

IV. Entering the Promised Land will require preparation (Josh. 1:11) [18-19]. 
A. The Lord had Joshua prepare the people prepare themselves before entering the promised land. 
1.  Joshua told the people that they would enter in three days (short time); If entering into battle in 3 days (knowing your life will be on the line) would you prepare? YES!
2.  (cf. Jas. 4:14) [20] life = short
3. Hurricane Katrine – public education announcement came out from F.E.M.A. – encouraged people to make an emergency kit to be prepared in event of disaster
4. People sometimes make mistake of waiting to see signs of danger/emergency, then scramble to prepare – by then too late!
5. In like manner, when our time comes to cross over the Jordan, will you be prepared? (Jesus could come at any moment!)

B. What kind of preparations?

C. To enter the Promised Land will we must know the word of God (Josh. 1:8) [21-23].
1.  Why important? Because God has a plan…(A predestined plan of victory).
a. Just as generals in the military develop a plan, God has a plan as well.
b. Only those who follow the orders of the general will be victorious.
c. Just as all of the forces need to be coordinated and each carry out their part of the battle plan – some to protect, others to hold ground already taken, others to carry out missions that will advance the troops toward victory…
d. Just like that, the Christian must follow his/her marching orders

2. Knowing the word of God will help us to develop the right attitudes:
a. (1 Cor. 16:14) [24] Just after Paul told the Corinthians to watch, stand in the faith, be brave, be strong, he admonished then to do everything with an attitude of Love
a. Some feel that they are not serving the Lord if they do not accept anyone/anything regardless of their beliefs/teachings
b. What does it mean to love? How do we show it? (May not be what you might normally think!)

3. Entering the Promised Land will require us to reject the rebellious (Josh. 1:18) [25].
a. Loving the Lord  and others sometimes means
(1.) Showing compassion/kindness to others but also might mean…
(2.) Rebuking the sinner (Jas. 5:20) [26]
(3.) Condemning false teachers so that those caught up in their false doctrine might be saved (Tit. 1:10-13) [27]

b. How effective would any army be if the insubordinate were allowed to continue so without consequence?
c. Just like Joshua rejecting the rebellious, we too are warned to (Eph. 5:8-11) [28]

Conclusion:
1. No war will be won by its soldiers unless they understand and support the motivation for winning the battle.

Invitation:
1. Remember that the gift is greater than we can imagine (Josh. 1:3). [29]
2. (Josh. 1:15) [30] It is a land given to us to enjoy…
3. A land given “toward the sunrise” – (sunrise = hope, new day, new beginnings, new life).
4. If you would like to go to the Promised Land, a land of new beginnings…
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