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“I am Not Ashamed!” (#1)
Are you ashamed to be a member of the church of Christ? 
“Christians are different!”

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, January 14, 2012
Scripture Reading: Lk. 4:14-21
Accompanying Song: # “Ring It Out”
Subject: Boldness
Objective: To help the listener to see that not only should they not feel ashamed to be identified with 
those who are different, they should rejoice in being different!
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Boldness\IAmNotAshamed-Series\(1)IAmNotAshamed-ToBeDifferent.docx

Opening Statement :
· Blessing to be w/you
· Since we are gathered here I want to begin by saying…
· Purpose/motivation for all I am about to say: I care about you/your soul
· I am going to speak about some things that are controversial
· Since we are all gathered under this roof for the purpose of worshipping God I am going to assume
· You want to go to Heaven
· If I had information that you needed to hear, information that might save you from going to Hell, I am going to assume you would not want me to withhold that information from you
· Some things may be said that are new ideas to you, may be shocking, difficult to accept.
· They are, to the best of my knowledge, the truth
· I invite you to:
· Carefully examine all that is said in this lesson, keeping in mind I have the very best intentions for you and others at heart
· If you find these things to be true, embrace them and allow them to change your life
· If you disagree and find any fault in what is said, return the favor…explain why you disagree and show me my error USING THE SCRIPTURES and if I am wrong, I will admit it, change my beliefs and vow never to preach error again and I will count you as my friend for having explained the truth to me more perfectly.
· Our lesson: a sensitive one…

Introduction: Are You Ashamed?
1. How do you feel about being a member of the church of Christ?
a. How do you react, when others ask where you attend?
b. Do you ever feel uneasy, embarrassed or ashamed to admit that you meet with a group that identifies itself by that name?

2. The call of unity as expressed by many in the past and still in the present day
a. We proclaim: “Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is silent, we are silent.”
b. We plead with people to: “Call Bible things by biblical names and do biblical things in biblical ways.”
c. We have plead, “In matters of faith, unity. In matters of opinion, liberty. In all things, love.”
d. We are founded on principles such as: “No creed but Christ’s. No law but the Lord’s. No book but the master’s and no name but the Master’s.”
e. We have observed, “The Bible makes Christians only and the only Christians.”

3. When you hear things like those, how do you feel?
a. Uncomfortable?
b. Proud to have taken such a stand?

4. The purpose of this lesson is not to make people feel uneasy that we are discussing the “uncomfortable issues” but, rather to address whether or not we ought to take a stand on these issues at all.
a. Some have suggested that such things not be taught from the pulpit
b. Others have suggested to me that certain types of subjects should only be taught in Bible classes so people have a chance to respond and ask questions
c. Still others would rather we simply avoid those controversial subjects altogether lest we offend someone

5. To put your mind at ease, I am not going to discuss the controversial topics with you in this lesson.

6. In all sincerity, I ask, what should we do? 
a. Should we teach and practice controversial things?
b. Or should we be more flexible, so that we can attract more people and get along with others?
c. Do these things like instrumental music, the church focusing on social activities, how we use the money we collect and a whole host of other controversial issues, DO THOSE ISSUES REALLY MATTER? Do we really need to take such a firm stand on doctrinal matters, or could we be a little more flexible?
d. Or should we boldly condemn those things we perceive to be contrary to the word of God
7. When considering such issues we must come to realize what is important and what is not:
a. It is not important what I think or believe
b. It is not important what you think or believe
c. What IS IMPORTANT is WHAT THE Bible SAYS

8. This lesson is part of a series: “I am not ashamed…to be different.”

Body: 
I. Are you ashamed?
A. You are not alone: Some in the past who felt shame 
1. Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by night (Jn. 7:50)
2. Parents of the blind man 
a. Jn 9 a man who had been blind from birth is healed by Jesus on the Sabbath
b. The Pharisees, who believed it to be a sin to heal on the Sabbath, question this man and later his parents about what had happened
c. Parents fearful to be identified as a believer (Jn. 9:20-22); their son was not ashamed (Jn. 9:26-34)
3. Rulers believed, but were ashamed (Jn. 12:42)
4. Joseph of Arimathea was ashamed (Jn. 19:38)
5. Peter was ashamed (Mk. 14:69-71)
6. So, if you feel shame or fearful of what others may think for being identified with those who identify themselves as followers of Christ, I want you to know you are not alone.
7. I also want you to know that the Bible makes it clear you should not remain that way!

B. There is a time to feel shame:
1. The only thing to feel shame for is failing to do what God commands (2 Thess. 3:14)
2. Therefore even though some things we might be called to do might make us feel different because they are controversial, Paul says the REAL SHAME is in failing to obey the Lord.

C. We should not feel shame 
1. Paul was not ashamed to preach a controversial gospel (Rom. 1:16) 
2. He tells fellow Christians not to be ashamed (2 Tim. 1:8)

D. By the end of our short series, you should never feel ashamed again!

II. Christians Are Different!
A. Primary reason many people feel shame for being identified as a member of the church of Christ is because we are different:
1. In the past, I have heard Christians make comments that almost indicate they are embarrassed to let others know that they are associated with a church of Christ.
2. Reasons people feel embarrassment: 
a. Often they feel uncomfortable knowing others think us to be strange…
a. Small differences we insist on regarding our work (spiritual, rather than earthly entertainment) 
b. We are the strange ones who worship differently (no inst. music, L.S. every 1st day, etc.)
c. Because of how we believe differently than some (we are ones who believe baptism is necessary to be saved)
d. Doctrinal position on some topic
i. We are the ones who are arguing that OUR WAY is the ONLY WAY
ii. We teach we are the ONLY ONES GOING TO HEAVEN!
iii. We condemn things others believe and practice 
e. Undoubtedly some in the past have acted in unchristian-like ways. It is because of this poor behavior that some feel embarrassed:
i. They hate thinking that people see us as the ones who are always, as they see it, “cutting someone else down
ii. We are the ones who are always looking for a religious argument
f. Some, feel embarrassed by, debates that have taken place in the past and question whether arguing about some things is really necessary. After all, didn’t Jesus tell us…
i. …to love our enemies (Mat. 5:44)? 
ii. …to turn the other cheek (Mat. 5:39)?
iii. …not to judge (Mat. 7:1)?
iv. …to be united (1 Cor. 1:10)?
g. Fearing confrontation and embarrassment, they would be tempted to go along to get along. Some have even touted the phrase, “In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, love.”
h. Yes, we are UNDENIABLY DIFFERENT! 

B. Look at the N.T. church – Christians have always been viewed as DIFFERENT!
1. We are different:
a. From the world
b. If we are faithful and others are not, we will notice ourselves different from those who practice a similar faith!
2. Imagine yourself in the first century…
a. People have practiced Judiasm for centuries…
b. The Roman religion, with the Greek and Roman gods have been well-known for as long as people can recall…
c. Yet there is this group who has never been around before. 
i. They follow this man named Jesus who just died not long ago – this is a brand-new movement
ii. In our culture everyone has heard about Christianity and even most non-Christians are familiar with common doctrines of Christianity, but not in the first century – nobody had even heard of such a thing!
iii. As people do begin to hear about it, their adherents say things like:
a.) (Jn. 8:24) Closed-Minded People: No other religious beliefs; everyone else going to HELL!
i.) Ever heard a lesson taught within the church of Christ that seemed closed-minded?
b.) (Mat. 11:27) “Nobody knows the real God except Christians.”
i.) How would you feel if someone said that to you?
ii.) They have the corner on the market of spiritual things
iii.) Nobody else but them knows the Father.
iv.) The ONLY way you will EVER get to know the Father is if the Son chooses to tell you about Him!
v.) See also (1 Tim. 3:15)
c.) (Jn. 14:6) “We are the only ones who have the hope of being  saved; only ones going to Heaven!
iv. Can we imagine why people of other religions would either be concerned or offended at this kind of teaching?
d. This is why Christians were identified as a “cult”
i. (Ac. 17:19) men of Athens asked about this “new doctrine”
ii. (Ac. 24:14) Paul describes it to Felix in terms as others see Christianity as “the way” or a “sect” (Note: Paul defends the Christian faith, that it is simply, the religion of the God of his fathers and merely a revelation of things foretold in the law and the prophets.)
iii. (Ac. 28:22) Jewish leaders identified Christians as the group that was “spoken against everywhere”
e. Christianity not popular
i. (Jn. 15:18-27) They hated Christ, an without a cause
ii. If you became a Christian thinking you could be one and still be popular in the world, you were MISTAKEN!
iii. Jesus says, “I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” and “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”
iv. Why do they hate us? Aren’t we the good guys? They will hate you because, Jesus says, “because they do not know Him who sent Me.” Sadly, we live in a godless society and godless societies hate godly people!
v. When the Helper (the Holy Spirit, that is) comes, He will testify of Jesus and we are supposed to bear witness of Him. 
vi. So:
a.) The Spirit inspired the word
b.) The apostles bore witness of the word
c.) In Mat. 28:20 the apostles were commanded to teach others “to observe all things” that Jesus commanded them.
d.) If Jesus was persecuted…
i.) …and because the world hated Jesus, the apostles were persecuted…
ii.) …and if the apostles teach others to do as they have done…
iii.) …how should we expect the world to treat us? 
iv.) Should we feel shocked when we find ourselves the center of controversy, unkind and unfair words and persecution? 
v.) Why would we?
f. Christians have been the subjects of attack, mockery, ridicule and persecution since it’s beginning…

C. Rejoice In Sufferings
1. Several passages indicate the Christian ought to be grateful to suffer for the cause of Christ
a. Col. 1:24 “I now rejoice in my sufferings”
b. (2 Tim. 1:8) Paul wanted Timothy to share in His sufferings for the gospel.
c. (1 Pet. 4:13) “rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.”
2. If we are persecuted, that would imply we are NOT POPULAR! WE ARE DIFFERENT!
3. But we rejoice KNOWING THAT WE ARE DIFFERENT!

Conclusion:
A. What we are hoping you will see is that it is o.k. to be different.

B. THE ONLY THING THAT YOU CAN DO TO STOP BEING DIFFERENT IS TO STOP BEHAVING LIKE A CHRISTIAN! Is that what you are prepared to do? 

1. When you stop behaving different, you disobey the command of God (2 Cor. 6:17) - “Be separate”
2. (Hebrews 5:9b) “He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”

C. The sham is not in being different. The shame is in being like the world (1 Jn. 2:16). Being part of the world = lost in your sins!

D. Do not be ashamed!

Invitation:
1. The Lord wants you to be saved!
2. In order to be saved, you are going to 
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