HolySpirit_Baptismof
“Baptism of the Holy Spirit”
(Ac. 1:4-8; 2, 10-11)

Scripture Reading: Ac. 1:4-8

Accompanying Song: #x “How Great Thou Art”

Subject: Holy Spirit Baptism

Objective: To teach about the two instances of Holy Spirit Baptism in the N.T. as well as dispel some common misunderstandings about this subject

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Holy Spirit\HolySpirit_Baptismof.docx

Introduction:
1. Our subject: not a sermon for life application but rather a teaching sermon on the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Opening Slide)

2. Many conflicting doctrines about the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
a. Holy Spirit widely misunderstood
i. Some have never studied this seemingly mysterious member of the Godhead…
ii. Some do not wish to understand the truth. Quote sent to a friend of mine in a recent email:
“...I went to an awesome church growing up and wish I could find another one just like it. I think my issue is that I just want to interpret the bible and the word of god the way I want to and not have someone tell me that I am wrong. that is a big thing that I have found in a lot of churches that we have been to. I am hoping to find a church that doesn't tell me I am wrong...just feels too judgemental to me...and I hope your church is the one that will make me feel comfortable in my beliefs…” – Old Paths written by Jarrod Jacobs

b. Others do not study the subject carefully enough.
i. May approach subject with judgment clouded by preconceived ideas.
ii. Most of the controversy would be ended if we could simply go to the word of God as the only infallible word to settle this much debated subject.


Body: 
I. Baptism of the Holy Spirit Promised
A. There was a time when the Spirit had not yet been given (Jn. 15:26-27; 16:7-13)
1. (Jn. 8:38-39) Not given before Jesus was glorified 
2. (Jn. 14:16-17) Would be sent by the Father 
3. (Jn. 16:7) Would be sent after Jesus returned to the Father 
B. (Jn. 14:16) The spirit would abide with us forever 
C. (Jn. 14:17) The world cannot receive Him; Sent only for  the church and the Christian; Disbelief by the world to be expected

II. Mission
A. (Jn. 15:26) To bear witness of Jesus 
B. (Jn. 14:26) Would be sent by Jesus to teach them all things and to bring other things Jesus had said into remembrance; (Jn. 16:13)  Would not speak of His own accord, speaks what He is told; will tell of things to come 
C. (Jn. 16:8-11) Involved in the conviction of the world 
1. “of sin, because they do not believe in” Jesus
a. Bible testifies of Christ; provides ample testimony that one might understand and believe unto salvation
b. Those who refuse to believe shall be lost
2. “of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more”
a. Jesus was teated by the Jews as an impostor
b. Yet He convicts (the Spirit reveals it) the world because He was vindicated (proven to be right by now sitting at the right hand of the Father
3. “of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.” Satan has been condemned, judged because Christ was victorious, living a sinless life, offering the atonement of sin, though Satan lead the lead against Him

III. Message
A. God never sends out his prophets, ambassadors of His message without first giving them the credentials necessary to prove the truthfulness of their message (i.e. Moses given powers to perform the signs and wonders in Egypt before Pharaoh (Ex. 4:1-9; 7-12) – staff into serpent; turning hand leperous and back again; plagues sent upon Egypt.)

B. The gospel would be preached, but that message would begin at Jerusalem (Lk. 24:45-49)
1. Some things they did not understand
2. Did not comprehend many scriptures
3. Holy Spirit would help in this regard
4. Were to remain in Jerusalem until they received “power from on high” (v. 49)

C. The promise would come in the form of an immersion with the Spirit (Ac. 1:4-5)
a. Note that this would come “not many days from” when Christ spoke
b. Note also that this promise not given to all men…only given to the apostles
c. Power would enable them to become competent witnesses (Ac. 1:8)
d. Promise fulfilled, Pentecost, 33 A.D. (Ac. 2); we know this because Peter said it was the fulfillment of the promise from the Father of the Holy Spirit (Ac. 2:33)

IV. Manifestation
A. Characteristics:
1. (Ac. 2:2-4) It was something that was able to be 1)seen and 2) heard by those present (Ac. 2:33)
a. Note: Sound like a mighty rushing wind filled whole house, not the Spirit
b. Tongues of fire that sat upon each one of them
c. Did not come as they purposed, but “as the Spirit gave them utterance”
i. Some who claim this power today see it every week, sometimes multiple times
ii. Unlike the pattern seen in the N.T. church - only two known events where the Spirit came and baptized (Ac. 2 – Pentecostals &  Ac. 11 Household of Cornelius)
d. Not an inward feeling, but an outward manifestation
e. Spoke in a language understandable by men (Ac. 2:5-6); each man heard them speak “in his own language”

B. Recipients of Holy Spirit Baptism
1. The ones promised to receive it: the apostles
a. They were the witnesses of Jesus who could testify of Him because they had seen Him (Jn. 15:26-27)
b. They, no others, had been promised to be guided into all truth
c. They were the ones instructed to remain in Jerusalem until this power came upon them
d. They were the only ones baptized with this power from on high
2. The crowd did not receive it, as we so often see in some modern assemblies; differs from the Biblical pattern

C. The effect of those baptized with the Spirit
1. Spoke to the crowd so that those present could understand the message they were given
2. They convicted men who, in the beginning thought them to be drunk (Ac. 2:15) present to ask “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Ac. 2:38)
3. Both times this type of manifestation occurred (Pentecostals and Cornelius’ household) , the events were so convincing, so unquestionable that they accomplished their intended purpose…to make a believer out of unbelievers. Challenge you to compare this to the modern occurrences people are claiming still happen today.
4. In the case of Cornelius:
a. Several years after Pentecost, yet the gospel had not yet been preached to the gentiles.
b. Notice Peter’s confusion at the vision (Ac. 11:17-18); 
i. Took a vision to convince Peter to even go to preach the gospel to the gentiles
ii. God had to repeat the vision 3 times!
iii. Peter astonished that God had opened the doors of the gospel to the gentiles as well
c. Miracle of Holy Spirit Baptism in  Cornelius’ home:
i. Some want to argue that the miracle of the baptism of the Holy Spirit proves that these people were saved, but no scripture either says or indicates that clearly, so why the miracle?
ii. Necessary to convert Cornelius’ household – confirm Peter’s message
a.) The Holy Spirit baptism came while Peter was preaching (Ac. 10:44)
b.) Peter was explaining the gospel and would soon tell them to be baptized, just as on the day of Pentecost…
iii. The miracle of the Holy Spirit baptism convinced those of Cornelius’ household that what Peter was telling them was indeed the message from God
iv. No reason to conclude that the miracle indicated that they were saved. Miracles are for the purpose of confirming the word (Mk. 16:20)
v. Also necessary to convince Peter of His own message as he reasoned, () “If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?" 
vi. The miracle was necessary to convince the Jews that the gospel had been given to the gentiles (Ac. 10:45; 11:18)
vii. Finally, it was necessary to fulfill prophecy (Joel 2:28-29); Pouring the Spirit out upon “all flesh” = both Jew and Gentile
d. No reason to believe that this occurrence was any different than in Acts 2 (Ac. 11:15)
i. (Ac. 10:46) 
a.) It was a language understandable, for Peter understood
b.) Some argue that Paul also spoke of an “unknown tongue” people spoke in (1 Cor. 14:2, 13). This is easily understood to be a language (French, German, Spanish, Greek, etc.) that one did not speak, therefore could not understand (1 Cor. 14:9) which is why Paul told them to pray that they would understand what they were saying…otherwise it did them no good.
ii. However these events transpired, it was incredibly similar to the events on the day of Pentecost

5. Note: the only 2 times that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is recorded in the New Testament, it was to bring the gospel to an entire division of people, the Jews first, then the gentiles; no further record

6. Miracles ceased soon after the lifetime of the apostles, as the word was revealed, confirmed and recorded (1 Cor. 13:8).


Conclusion:
1. Hope that we have shed light on the mysterious, oft misunderstood topic of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Invitation:
1. The Spirit manifested Himself and inspired men to confirm and relay a message of salvation.
2. If you are subject to that message, we invite you to come and take advantage of it now, before it is eternally too late…

Note: Many points gained in this outline borrowed from the book, “Sermon Outlines on Acts”by C.C. Crawford, Standard Press, 1919
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