HolyHolidays
“Holy Holidays”

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:13-19

Accompanying Song: #x “I Am Thine, O’ Lord”

Subject: Holidays, Covetousness

Objective: To help us to see that there are hidden dangers in the holiday season, that the Chrsitian may find themselves tempted to act in a worldly or covetous fashion, just as the rest of the world does. We should fight this temptation and avoid it.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Doccuments\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Holidays\HolyHolidays.docx

Introduction:
1. Time of year known as the holiday season.

2. Not a lesson as some might expect:
a. Not lesson on how Christmas ought to be a time to remember Jesus (ought to remember Him always), display the “Christmas season” (if you will) 365 days/yr. 
b. Not a lesson denouncing Christianity because of it’s pagan origins or worldly customs, as some might assume.
c. Christmas, at least what we are told, is supposed to be a time to remember Christ. Though we will not cover the history of Christmas or the errors taught about Christmas in this lesson there are a few quick points I would like to make:
i. Christ told us to remember and proclaim His death (Lord’s supper); Nowhere in the Bible are we ever told to celebrate his birth, especially as a religious occurrence
ii. Many of the nativity scenes we see are inaccurate: many depict the wise men and the shepherds in the manger at the same time. The biblical account tells us that the wise men from the east came and found Jesus as a “small child” (toddler) in a house, not a manger. The wise men never saw the baby Jesus lying in a manger.
iii. Many of the customs that are so near and dear to our heart (decorating trees, giving presents, calling Christmas a holy day, etc.) are all influences of pagan religion introduced in later years to create what is known as Christmas.
iv. Other things we could mention. If a Christian celebrates Christmas, it should not be for religious purposes, but for the purpose of spending time with friends and family.

3. This lesson is about keeping the right frame of mind. About having a holy attitude throughout the holiday season. (Title Slide “Holy Holidays”)
a. Lesson applicable not only during our holiday season, but all year long. 
b. Holidays can be a happy time: good food, time to get together with family, exchanging of gifts as an expression of love and care for one another, generally a time accepted as time when good will is extended toward all men
a. No doubt, there is a happy and a wholesome side to the holidays.
b. As with anything, sometimes the holidays contain hidden dangers and unseen we should all consider.

4. The holiday festivities and activities, though seemingly innocent on the surface, contain sometimes unforeseeable dangers.

5. We must be cautious, because we can find ourselves suddenly involved in questionable practices at best, sinful practices at worst.

Body: 
I. Beware of Subtle Disguises
A. Illust.: Pandora’s box
1. God Zeus commanded that Hephaestus (Hef-estus), the god of craftsmanship, create the first woman: Pandora, according to Gk. mythology was the 1st woman on earth
2. Pandora was given a box (actually a jar)  that she was ordered not to open under any circumstances. 
3. Overcome by curiosity, she opened the jar, releasing every evil of the world. Frightened by what she saw, she quickly closed the lid, only to trap hope inside.

B. Satan uses subtle disguises: Remember the terms used to describe our adversary:
1. “Roaring lion” (1 Pet. 5:8); think of how a lion hunts – crouched low, fur blending in perfectly w/tall grass surrounding them; camouflage gives lion the element of surprise to capture its prey.
2. “Serpent” (Gen. 3:1); think of how a serpent captures its prey: low to ground, slithering behind/under objects, moving slowly, camouflaged as well until directly upon its prey & attacks; prey does not realize what hit them until too late
a. “Subtle”
b. (2 Cor. 11:3) “deceiver”
c. (Jn. 8:44) “Father of the lie”

3. Satan is subtle, like giving someone a bright shiny present all wrapped in red w/big bow but inside is something that brings harm/separates us from the Lord…like Pandora’s box.

C. (Luke 12:15) And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."  (NKJV)

1. (video of black-Friday shoppers)

2. Question: Could you imagine Jesus getting out at midnight and waiting in line outside Wal-Mart, and then trampling others for the black Friday 5 a.m. specials? If not, then maybe a Christian ought to think long and hard about their thoughts and attitudes they are going to have before going to participate in this madness with so many ungodly attitudes:
a. When someone grabs for the same item you are grabbing for (last one) are you going to snatch it before they do?
b. When someone is trampled at the door of the entry way, will you simply let the police or management help the person up or will you assist in making sure that no further harm comes to them?
c. Maybe you will decide that saving $200 just isn’t worth it?!?

II. Christmas Can Deceive Us Into Developing Worldly Attitudes (A Few Things to Be Cautious of This Holliday Season):
A. Be cautious this holiday season not to fooled and be lead into worldliness.
1. I have personally dealt with several families from our area who are looking for help with Christmas presents during this time of year. In the beginning, I felt sorry for others who could not afford Christmas presents. Then I realized that we have become a society who has been trained to believe if we don’t receive several expensive gifts during the Christmas season, that something is wrong. Is life all about getting? That seems to be the attitude of those asking for Christmas gifts.

2. “...remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Ac. 20:35)

a. Just be careful in all your giving, you are not teaching others that it is more fun to get!
b. Think of the example you are setting for your children!

3. I find it ironic that a holiday that was begun to supposedly remember Christ, rarely does that and mostly focuses upon materialism and worldliness, two things Jesus was opposed to.

4. Sometimes those same folks will have the audacity to ask for very expensive gifts (like game systems, more expensive than I would buy for my own children). That was when I started thinking, If I were so poor I could not afford a simple Christmas gift for my family members, maybe I ought to be asking for help on the utility bill, groceries, or some other necessary item if I am living so close to poverty. It’s pretty hard to play a game system when the power goes out!

B. Be cautious about developing an addiction to “stuff”
1. An addiction to “Stuff” = Covetousness
a. (1 Jn. 2:15-17) Do not love the world or the things in the world
b. (Heb. 13:5) Be content with the things you have

2. Learning to recognize the difference between a need and a want
a. We find ourselves “needing” a new TV because the old one is on the blink – not need, but a want
b. We need food, clothing, shelter (physical things) and we also need some spiritual things (love of brethren, salvation, fellowship, edification, etc.) – those are needs and we must train ourselves to discern the difference

3. Though we will not get into the background of Santa Clause, he has become a very effective tool for the retailers for promoting the idea that every child should get all the gifts their heart desires at Christmas, and if they don’t get them, you are a sub-standard parent.

4. Struggling economy; times tough. Does that slow shoppers down?
a. An article on brighthub.com reports that American spending has not slowed during the holiday season, in spite of the highest unemployment in recent history.
b. According to the National Retail Federation 2008 Holiday Consumer Intentions and Actions Survey, people are expected to spend around $832.36 this year.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.brighthub.com/money/personal-finance/articles/19013.aspx] 

c. According to parenting.families.com, the amount is a little higher, about $1500 for a family with two adults.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://parenting.families.com/blog/how-much-do-you-spend-on-christmas] 


C. Be cautious not to become guilty of gluttony:
1. In the past, I have heard brethren teach about gluttony and have gone into long explainations about how gluttony was condemned in the N.T. because the Romans would gorge themselves and then enter the vomitoriums to empty their stomach so they could eat more. 
a. Though this may be true, no such referencne is given in the Bible.
b. Simply, “gluttony”, meaning any gluttony and all gluttony is condemned as a sin (Prov. 23:20-21; Phil. 3:18-19)

2. Vine’s Expositionary Dictionary defines “glutton” as “a belly”. It is used in Titus 1:12 with the adjective argos “idle” metaphorically to signify a glutton. If I understand this properly, it is one who eats more than he needs. One who may also be gaining weight because he is eating a larger amount of food than is necessary to gain the energy to do his work. It seems that the idea carried behind it is, eat only what you need, not what you might want. It seems closely connected to self-control and self-restraint.

3. I found it interesting, when studying the word “gluttony” that it was often translated simply “eat” in the majority of cases.

4. “Glutton” is also associated with the word is the word “winebibber” meaning “drunkard”. "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber…” (Mat. 11:19) 

5. I find it strange practice that we are adamant that drinking is sinful in our teaching, but often overlook gluttony that is placed on a parallel plane with drunkenness. If one would be convicted of drinking alcoholic beverage, one ought to feel the same guilt toward overeating. 

6. Overeating can be a danger during the holiday season. Gluttony, like drunkenness is sinful because it is excess – taking more than one needs.
a. I have been invited to homes of friends and family where we eat because we were invited, or because it tasted good (we may have just eaten at the last home we were at). That was excess and I now understand that I was guilty of gluttony, though as mild as it was, ad innocent as it seemed.
b. Mild sin = sin nonetheless


III. The Love of Money: Why Covetousness is Dangerous
A. (1 Tim. 6:7-11) The love of money = root of all evil – Why?
1. Indicates we think the money actually belongs to us – false!
a. I have got some bad news for you
i. Ever worried that you would not have enough money
ii. Bad news…you are penniless! You own nothing!
b. (Job 41:11; Dt. 10:14; Ex. 19:5; Psa. 50:12; Hag. 2:8) Everything on earth belongs to God
i. All of the money (every ounce of gold, silver, every dollar, every frank, every yen, every euro, every peso, everything belongs to the Lord.
ii. Every resource you use to make money…

2. It involves thinking only of self 
a. Takes focus away from God and on accumulation of this world’s goods; form that  which will never perish to placing value in things which are certain to (Psa. 1:1-2).
i. Gratefully, one positive thing to report about Christmas: people are more generous at Christmas time
a.) Sad fact to report: people are less generous for the rest of the year
b.) Need to find a way to open up our hearts to the less fortunate every season, not only during this time of year
b. You would not let Timmy go without getting a Wii for Christmas…
c. And Suzie couldn’t face the kids when she returned from Christmas break if she was not able to report she got just what she wanted…the same popular toy everyone else wants (by doing this,  we encourage them to think just like everyone else in the world – “you must keep up with the Jones’ kids in this world Timmy and Suzie!”)
d. But shut our minds to the fact that people are starving all over the world
i. Sadly, some attempt to appease our consciences by telling ourselves that
a.) They are poor because they deserve it – they have chosen to live the life they have
b.) Most of them are scam-artists and do not really need the money
c.) Question is: Do we find out their story if we are so concerned about the “HOW” of why they are as they are or do we determine without speaking to them?
ii. According to the US Census Bureau, 35.9 million people live below the poverty line in America, including 12.9 million children.[footnoteRef:3] Are all 35.9 million, including all of the women and children deserving to live in poverty? (This only includes Americans! Think about worldwide statistics – people trapped in countries ran by dictatorships or persecuted without hope!) [3:  http://www.soundvision.com/Info/poor/statistics.asp] 

a.) Ever not finished your meal? Thrown leftovers away? 
b.) Americans throw over 100 billion pounds of food away every year. 700 million starving people in the world[footnoteRef:4] would have gladly accepted this food. [4:  http://www.soundvision.com/Info/poor/statistics.asp] 

c.) According to a 2004 study from the University of Arizona (UA) in Tucson, on average, American households waste 14 percent of their food purchases. 
d.) Fifteen percent of that includes products still within their expiration date but never opened. Timothy Jones, an anthropologist at the UA Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology who led the study, estimates an average family of four currently tosses out $590 per year, just in meat, fruits, vegetables and grain products.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  http://www.soundvision.com/Info/poor/statistics.asp] 

iii. What does this mean? It means, generally speaking, some Americans would rather spend money on themselves on things they will waste and never use, rather than sharing those resources with others who desperately need them.


3. Can you think of many sins that do not have some connection to money?
a. Some fornication involves prostitution – women willing to sin with men for the love of money.
b. Pride – some are prideful about their finances or the things their money has bought
c. Drugs – people willing to sell drugs & alcohol to others for the love of money
d. Greed – involves money or the things money can buy
e. You can make your own list, but you see my point – so many sins are related to the love of money or the things money can buy!

4. A Godly and Christ-like Attitude:
a. (Isa. 58:7) Would you bring the poor into your own home? Dangers must certainly be considered but remember that it was just as dangerous in biblical times 
b. (Pr. 25:21) Note: Your enemy (even those who, in your own estimation, may not deserve it)
c. (Pr. 3:28) If you have the means to help, do so!
d. (Mat. 5:42; Lk. 3:11) Must be willing to part w/what we have; keep enough for self; view everything else as excess

Conclusion:
1. Test yourself!
a.  I think a good test is to examine what thoughts and activities make you busy during this holiday season you are consumed with? Are they related to building the family? …Building spiritually meaningful relationships with others and the Lord? 
b. Or are your activities centered around stuffing our faces and filling our homes with possessions?

2.  We all need to be on guard against sin at all times. The holiday season is a season of happy times, a time where we may be tempted to let our guard down, or worse yet, excuse our behavior because it is accepted as the norm. For the Christian, it should not be so.

Invitation:
1. Our sins always take us away from the Lord.
2. We are all guilty of sin. There is only one solution for mans struggle against sin – Jesus.
3. Obedient faith alleviates us from the penalty of our sins (spiritual death)
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