Heb2_1-4Drifting
“Drifting”
(Heb. 2:1-4)

Scripture Reading: Heb. 2:1-4
Accompanying Song: #495 “We have an Anchor”
Subject: Apostasy
Objective: To warn against the possibility of drifting from the faith
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Apostasy\Heb2_1-4Drifting.docx

Introduction:
1. Drifting – Opening Slide
2. As Jesus often taught in parables, we begin our study with one, called...

"The Parable Of The Lifesaving Station"

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was once a crude little lifesaving station. The building was just a hut, and  there was only one boat, but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no thought for themselves, they went out day or night tirelessly searching for the lost.

Many lives were saved by this wonderful little station, so that it became famous. Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding areas, wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and money and effort for the support of its work. New boats were bought and new crews were trained. The little lifesaving station grew.

Some of the new members of the lifesaving station were unhappy that the building was so crude and so poorly equipped. They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea.

They replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in an enlarged building. Now the lifesaving station became a popular gathering place for its members, and they redecorated it beautifully and furnished it as a sort of club.

Less of the members were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions, so they hired life boat crews to do this work. The mission of lifesaving was still given lip-service but most were too busy or lacked the necessary commitment to take part in the lifesaving activities personally.

 About this time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in boat loads of cold, wet and half-drowned people. They were dirty and sick, some had skin of a different color, some spoke a strange language, and the beautiful new club was considerably messed up. So the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before coming inside.

At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. Most of the members wanted to stop the club's lifesaving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal pattern of the club. But some members insisted that lifesaving was their primary purpose and pointed out that they were still called a lifesaving station. But they were finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save the life of all various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin their own lifesaving station down the coast. They did.

As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the old. They evolved into a club and yet another lifesaving station was founded. If you visit the seacoast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, but now most of the people drown! Slide of Shipwrecked Boat By Lighthouse -- Taken from Personal Evangelism 101, by Brent Hunter

a. I want you to think about this parable and see how slowly the little life-saving station became something it was never intended to be.
b. Did not happen overnight but very gradually.
c. None of the people in the story promoting change seemed to have nefarious motives – they had good intentions.
d. With each step further from being a life-saving station, no one seemed to notice that they had strayed from their original mission.
e. Yet, in the end, they were nothing like what they started out to be.
 
3. Heb. 2:1-4
a. Writer encourages us to give attention to the things taught by Christ & His apostles lest we should drift away from their teaching.
i. He reminds us of the fact that, in other ages, when men drifted from the word of God, they received  a just recompense (compensation) for what they did (punishment).
ii. Reminds us that we are not allowed to deal loosely, or consider lightly, that which is revealed from God.
iii. Heb 2:1 (ASV) Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away [from them].

4. Drifting funny thing – different from moving intentionally (gradual)

5. As child - one day a friend and I were fishing in my rubber raft
a. Fish weren’t biting
b. Interested in the fish, we were not paying attention to where the raft was drifting
c. Suddenly, behind us we heard the sound of a stick rubbing across the raft. 
d. We had drifted dangerously close to trees before we knew it - poking the raft
e. With danger of sinking we had to maneuver out of there carefully to avoid puncturing the raft 

6. Similar thing happens with our spiritual attitudes if not careful
a. Should be obvious from our religious landscape that not enough proper respect is given for the truth. Jerry Blount writes a bulletin called Jerry’s Christian Jottings. In it, he writes, “Have you noticed that nowadays churches seem to be about everything but being churches? Let’s see …We have so called churches with gymnasiums, swimming pools, restaurants, bowling alleys, day care, schools, gift shops, etc. in them. We have churches preoccupied with teaching everything from yoga to belly dancing. Here in Wichita we had a fellow trying to start a church inside of a strip club… with other local preachers trying to justify said behavior. I was recently discussing said church meeting inside a strip club with another local preacher, while making the observation that, ‘This entire approach to things is absurd!’ He responded by saying, ‘Well, I couldn’t do it. You see I have made a covenant with my eyes. But, if he can handle it… then God bless him!’”

b. Though I don’t think we are at the point where we are in danger of moving the assembly within a strip club, such a falling away from the truth occurs. Therefore, we would do well to study the importance of assuring that we, as individuals and as a congregation have not drifted from scriptural soundness.

Body: 
I. We are admonished to remain steadfast in faithfulness.
A. What does it mean to be steadfast?
1. Involves much more than continuing that which we have always been taught, always practiced and maintaining those things…
2. True faithfulness will involve a heart willing and ready to change and a heart that is constantly searching the scriptures to reprove what we currently believe, teach and practice or be willing to change if we find that we have been wrong, regardless of the consequences.
a. I say, “regardless of the consequences” because some may fear standing for the truth and changing:
i. “We might upset people”
ii. “But we have always done it this way” (We are condemning what past generations did if we change)
b. The faithful at heart will change regardless of what pain and suffering they must endure to see that they follow it.

B. Christians are repeatedly admonished to “stand fast”
1. Again, may not mean standing fast where we currently are…may involve changing our habits and direction toward truth as we better understand it.
2. Gideon had a great victory with very few men. The secret to their success can be found in Judges 7:21 “…every man stood in his place…” 
3. In the N.T. we have the following statements made:
(1 Corinthians 16:13) Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  (NKJV)

(1 Corinthians 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (NKJV)

(Galatians 5:1) Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.  (NKJV)

4. Just like our invitation song, a ship drifts without an anchor, and so does both the Christian and an a church. 

C. How does one known they’ve drifted?
1. In a boat, you know you’ve drifted when your position has changed. You notice that your orientation is different from some landmark or constant object than it was once before. Therefore you only know you have drifted if you know your starting point…the place where you began.
2. In large ocean liners, the captain is constantly checking the charts and navigational devices to locate where he should be. If wind or wave have drifted his vessel off course he must make adjustments.
3. In your Christian life it is similar, but not the same. Where you began is not what is important. Where you ought to be is. You learn how far you have drifted by comparing your current position not against the place you started from, but where the word of God tells you that you ought to be and by checking the charts and see if you are still headed for your destination (Heaven).
4. When we lose the anchor of faith that comes from God’s word (Rom. 10:17) then we have drifted. If this happens, then we need to get back out our navigational charts (the Bible) and correct our course.

II. Drifting in Organization
A. J.D. Tant was famous for a phrase he often used while preaching in the early 1900’s. The phrase he was noted for was, “Brethren, we are drifting.”
1. That was long before churches adopted many of the innovations they have today.
2. Read your N.T. One thing you will find is that almost everything Christians or the church did was of a spiritual nature, not carnal. Then, Christians would have never gone so far as to devote their money into elaborate buildings, and structures for entertainment. Today that seems to be the aim of many rather than something extra-curricular or incidental.
3. Sadly, if brother Tant were here today, he could no longer say those words. He would have to say, “Brethren, we have drifted” as there are several things we see congregations doing today for which they have no scriptural authority!
B. Paul warned the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:27-32 saying:
"For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. "Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. "So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  (NKJV)

1. Paul warned that there would come a falling away.
2. He gave them the anchor that could help prevent that very thing from happening – he declared to them the whole council of God (the word).
3. God gave us the system of having elders to be overseers, to “shepherd” the local flock.
4. It was their duty to guard the congregation from men from among themselves who would draw people away by speaking “perverse things”.
5. Brethren, this is God’s plan!
a. I am troubled at the comments I hear brethren make: “Well, elders are fine, but you don’t NEED to have elders.”
b. If such a statement is true, why was it the Lord’s desire that there be “elders in every church” (Ac. 14:23)?
c. True, churches CAN exist for a time without elders. The question of the matter is SHOULD THEY? Is such an arrangement healthy?
i. Several problems with believing elders are not necessary:
a.) It violates the Lord’s plan for the local church.
b.) The qualifications placed upon elders – 
i.) The highest standards (they should be exemplary Christians)
ii.) If we do not have men in such a role, that means we do not have exemplary Christians among us.
c.) Further, no one has direct responsibility.
i.) Do not trust in the other good men of this congregation to do so…
ii.) …Nor should you trust the preacher (he is not the “interim elder”
iii.) Neither the men nor the preacher are qualified for such a job!
iv.) Who will shepherd the flock? A flock without a shepherd is vulnerable to thieves, ravenous beasts, etc. – all sorts of dangers.
ii. Brethren, when we think we can do without elders and be just fine, we have set ourselves iin the place of pretending to know more than God, we have strayed from the word of God and we have drifted!
6. Paul felt it vitally important not to drift from the divine pattern – he is so upset our passage pictures him crying about this…
a. Remember, it was this man who, before He became a Christian, was zealously chasing down Christians, beating them, attacking them from house to house and seeing them carried off to prison!
b. This is the same apostle that marched boldly toward Jerusalem and then toward Rome - ultimately the cause of his physical demise!
c. This is the same Paul that was beaten and left for dead and when he came to he marched right back into those cities and preached again!
d. This is the very Paul who, having been beaten by the Roman authorities was allowed to go free and run but Paul refused release from prison and demanded explanation why he, as a Roman citizen, had been beaten!
e. Perils of this earth did not shake the resolve Paul had…but the thought of the Lord’s people drifting into apostasy brought this brave man to tears.

C. In spite of all Paul  had done…the falling away did occur as Paul predicted (2 Th. 2:1-5)
1. In the beginning the church was pure…the way God intended it to be, God’s plan!
2. Man thought he had a better plan and men added to the word of God and took from it until the church no longer resembled the church you can read about in your Bibles.
a. Men began to develop hierarchies in the church – leadership and positions not founds in the Bible
b. They began to modify N.T. doctrine
c. Creeds and decrees made by councils of men began to be enforced
d. Jewish and pagan ceremonies began to be introduced and taught in the church
e. Eventually a human priesthood was developed in the church, claiming the  right to forgive sins and dominate religious affairs in spite of the fact that the Bible says that all Christians are priests (1Pet. 2:9).
f. These religious authorities claimed to have both temporal and spiritual power.

D. These men were not content to follow the Biblical pattern where each congregation was independent. They sought the consolidation of all of the congregations.
1. In the Bible, a plurality of elders had oversight over the congregation (Ac. 14:23) and their oversight was limited (1 Pet. 5:2). Further, each city had their own elders (Tit. 1:5).
2. Historians tell us that as early as the first century men chose one man to become “bishop” over the local congregation, violating N.T. doctrine.
a. Later, the presiding elders of larger congregations were considered to be more important than those of smaller and local independence was violated when the elder of the larger congregations were given headship over the elders of the smaller congregations. Such an idea progressed until eventually the idea of a “universal bishop” was developed, eventually becoming the first Pope.
b. By this time, the N.T. pattern had been left far behind.

E. Unfortunately, men want often want to organize into something larger or even smaller than the local church. Some men wish to be the leaders, part of something bigger. Often their motives are pure – they want to be able to reach more people by spreading the gospel. So they devise some big program and organization to make it happen. There is just one problem – God has not authorized any such thing!

III. Drifting in Worship
A. Manner/style of worship observed in the N.T.:
1. One thing obvious in the N.T. is the simplicity of their worship (Jn. 4:24) and in Jn. 17:17 Jesus said that the word of God is truth.
2. We should worship in faith which comes from the word of God (Rom. 10:17)
3. Not for show nor entertainment (focus upon glorifying God and edifying the saints) 

B.  Types of worship authorized in N.T.:
1. Communion/L.S. emblems of the Lord’s supper – bread and grape juice (simple items representing profound things) 
a. Jesus told us to do this in remembrance of Him (1 Cor. 11:24) 
b. They did this on the first day of the week (Ac. 20:7).
2. Singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)
3. Prayer (Ac. 2:42; 1 Thess. 5:17)

C. Other Activities the Church Did While Assembled:
1. Collection of Money For Needy Saints (Rom. 15:26; Cor. 16:1-2)
2. Taught (Ac. 2:42; 1 Cor. 14:26)

D. Many men have sought additions to simple N.T. pattern of worship:
1. Entertainment
2. Burning incense
3. Candles
4. Instrumental music, etc.

E. Changes in music in worship:
1. Historians tell us congregations orig. brought in piano for weddings (at first the piano was hidden behind curtain out of sight.
2. Eventually it began to be used on other special occasions: to lead children singing in Sunday school class, in mid-week meetings…
3. Eventually it became commonplace and was no longer resisted.
4. ONCE ERROR IS INTRODUCED, IT IS MUCH HARDER TO GET BRETHREN WHO LIKE IT TO LET GO OF IT!

F. Need to be certain that we are following the N.T. pattern – just like the little life-saving station slowly fell away, Jesus said it was serious business for the church of Ephesus  to stray from the first works the church was called to do (Rev. 2:5)
1. Question: Would they know if/when the Lord removed His lampstand?
2. Drifting = like a deadly disease, at first there may be no symptoms, may feel fine…
3. But left untreated and allowed to progress it kills the body
4. That is what drifting into error does to the souls of the congregation!

IV. Drifting in Authority
A. Movement among preachers as I speak to change the way we read and understand our Bibles.

B. Preacher among churches of Christ is having great influence on others arguing that Bible examples are merely examples and nothing more…that they are not wrong to follow but they are not limiting. For example, when the only passage we have in the Bible to tell us when to partake of the Lord’s Supper is in Ac. 20:7 which tells us the disciples partook of it on the first day of the week, this preacher takes the position that the day matters not.
1. First, it is our ONLY example. To suggest ANOTHER day is to go too far. Paul warned the Corinthians “…not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.” (1 Cor. 4:6)
2. Second, examples are part of scripture and Paul told Timothy that it was profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness to thoroughly equip us for every good work.
3. Thirdly, examples are written for us to learn from:
a. We learn from negative examples, not to repeat the wrongs committed by others in the Bible (1 Cor. 10:6)
b. We learn from positive examples set forth as well (1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17)
4. Fourth, the  ENTIRE N.T. IS EXAMPLES
a. Keep in mind that when reading the N.T. we are reading someone else’s mail.
b. NONE of the passages in the N.T. were witten DIRECTLY to you or I 
c. Written FOR us but not TO us (Written to Christians centuries past – Ephesian church, Corinthian church, Philippian church, etc.)
d. So, ALL WE READ ABOUT IN N.T. ARE examples of what other Christians were instructed to do and apply those things to our lives!
5. Fifth, The first day of the week is significant:
a. Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week (Matt. 28:1-7; Mark 16:2, 9; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). 
b. Jesus appeared to the disciples on the first day of the week (John 20:19). 
c. Jesus appeared inside the room to the eleven disciples eight days after the first day of the week. The Jewish way of measuring days meant that it was again Sunday
(John 20:26). 
d. The Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, the first day of the week (Lev. 23:16; Acts 2:1). 
e. The first sermon was preached by Peter on the first day of the week (Acts 2:14). 
f. Three thousand converts joined the church on the first day of the week (Acts 2:41). 
g. The three thousand were baptized on the first day of the week (Acts 2:41). 
h. The Christians assembled broke bread on the first day of the week. 
i. The Christians also heard a message from Paul on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Note: the reference is until midnight which is not the Jewish method of measuring days, but the Roman system. 
j. Paul instructed the churches to put aside contributions on the first day of the week
(1 Cor. 16:2). 
k. Jesus gave the apostle John the vision of Revelation on the first day of the week
(Rev. 1:10).

C. Yet men want to say that examples do not matter. I doubt they understand how far reaching this logic will take them.

V. Drifting in Spreading the Gospel
A. If you will study your N.T. carefully, you will find that each congregation was autonomous, or independent from one another (no congregational oversight beyond those in the local church - elders who resided in every city (Tit. 1:5) in every church (Ac. 14:23).

B. Each church was responsible for spreading the gospel in its given area (Ac. 11:22).

C. Men not satisfied with this pattern
1. Pattern #1 (chart) – each man sent support directly to the preachers (Phil 4:16)
2. Pattern #2 (chart) – men changed this by creating para-church organizations
a. Men, desiring something larger, bigger, more grand than the local church began trying to evangelize
b. Missionary societies were set up as organization to help spread the gospel
i. I believe motives were good
ii. Brethren who opposed this were labeled “anti-cooperation” brethren or “anti-preaching the gospel” brethren – but not so
iii. What was opposed was not the preaching but the METHOD USED!
iv. Why important? Because an organization other than the church, sometimes without oversight of elders is overseeing the work of preaching given to each congregation
a.) A few exercise power over many 
b.) Pressure to preach particular set of truths or lose support (strong influence) and discourages speaking up if the biblical pattern has been violated (financial consequences)
c. Like the little life-saving station, it was a small alteration

D. BRETHREN, IF THE CHURCH IS FAITHFUL, IT IS SUFFICIENT TO DO ITS OWN WORK! (Who are we to believe we can improve upon God’s pattern?)

Conclusion:
1. We could go on and point out every manner in which churches have strayed…

2. …but these examples and illustrations should more than suffice.

3. The message is clear. We must look where our raft is floating. We must remember the purpose our little life-saving station exists…for the saving and edifying of lost souls.

4. If we EVER discover an area where we have drifted, we must return to the N.T. pattern!

5. Before we EVER head in a new direction we ought to prayerfully and cautiously consider our authority for so doing…

6. Even minor alterations from the Biblical pattern can, lead us far astray much further down the line.

Invitation:
1. Maybe you realize that you have strayed from God’s pattern.
2.  As a Christian, repent (publically or privately you must make those things right).
3.  If you have never obeyed the gospel, you are separated from the divine pattern and need to align yourself with the Lord’s will.
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