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“Commitment to God”
(Heb. 12:1-2)
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Nov. 7, 2011
Scripture Reading: Ps 37:4-6
Accompanying Song: # “Will You Follow After Jesus?”
Subject: Commitment to God
Objective: To help the listener to see the level of commitment a faithful Christian must have to God.
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Ask a husband or wife what it means to be committed…
a. Their minds may turn to their marriage
b. Spend time with family
c. Husband and wife are faithful to one another, forsaking all others
d. Work together as team to provide for the needs of the family
2. Ask an employer what it means to be committed:
a. His mind may lead him to describe an employee that shows up for work on time every day
b. Does his job to the best of his ability and goes the extra mile to ensure the success of the company
3. Ask a coach what it means to be committed
a. His mind may turn to the player who practices relentlessly until their skills are perfected
b. Someone who trains in the gym to condition their body
c. An athlete who eats a diet to give them the nutrition necessary to be a competitive machine
d. Learns plays
e. Someone who is a team player
4. In this lesson we are going to discuss the importance of Commitment to God (Opening Slide) - Kind of a leap of faith to trust & follow Him WHEREVER that path may lead (scary).

5. I fear many preachers, elders and Christians who are instrumental in leading someone to Christ stress very heavily the understanding of
a. The fact that we are all sinners
b. We need forgiveness of those sins
c. God has made a way
d. Wants us to read His word; develop faith in what He says (Rom. 10:17)
e. Without believe in God’s Son salvation is not possible (Mk. 16:16)
f. One must confess Christ before men in order to be saved (Mat. 10:32-33)
g. Repentance of sins is vital (Lk. 13:3)
h. Importance of baptism (Mat. 28:18-20)

6. Those things – all important and should be taught

7. I fear that far too often the level of commitment God requires of us is underestimated by the one making a commitment to Christ.

8. Making a commitment = easy; KEEPING a commitment = the hard part

9. Some people mistakenly think that at the point they become a Christian so long as they do like so many others professing to be Christians do they will be fine…
a. Go to worship
b. Partake L.S.
c. Give to the good causes the church collects for
d. Do good unto others
e. Don’t cuss
f. Dress modestly
g. Read their Bible
h. Attend Bible studies
i. And so on, they are a faithful Christian

10. Though these things are important, I want you to think about the LEVEL of commitment God requires of you and what that truly means…how that commitment will change your life!

11. Let’s consider a few thoughts that help us to understand the level of commitment God requires us to have…

Body: 
I. (1 Cor. 9:24-27)
1. Begins with entering the race and competing so as to win 
a. Letter written to Corinth – Olympic games held in this area
b. The level of competition Paul is describing is the highest level – train and compete as though you are competing against the best athletes in the world…and you intend to win! 
c. Crown in Olympic games – one of highest honors one could achieve – ancient Greece = a very athletic society w/gladiators, games in coliseum, etc.
d. You envision the crown…and it belongs to you!
2. Not running with uncertainty: Paul describes your race – you know what is needed to win and your every move is a deliberate move to winning the race!
3. Therefore he trains to win – he disciplines his body and brings it into subjection, just as any competitive athlete must; requires living a life of discipline to compete at such a high level…the training, diet, mental focus, etc!
4. Paul runs this race and makes certain that He is qualified to compete in this race!

II. Run Your Race (Heb. 12:1-2)
A. In our passage Paul compares our Christian walk to “running a race”.  
B. One not in the race cannot win
C. Learn From the Great Cloud of Witnesses
1. Every successful coaching staff spends hours upon hours studying film
a. Film of successful plays
b. Film of opponents
c. Break down each play
i. Note strengths of plays
ii. Surmise weakness in each play
d. Study opponents players – try to determine which of their players would be the best match for the opposing players abilities

D. Jesus (Heb. 12:2-3) “Looking to Jesus…the author and finisher”
1. Author:
a. Gk. word means “chief leader”
b. In sports it would be like the coach who has the playbook – calls the plays
c. In sports, for an athlete to be successful and an asset for his team he needs to be able to do his part making the play come together as it should
2. Finisher:
a. What should be an athlete’s focus? The goal, the finish line, the end zone, home plate or the net!
b. Jesus is described as our “finisher” – He has made ur salvation possible – look to emulating Him – keep all eyes on Him – He is our “finish line” in the race we are running

E. Heb. writer looks back upon the multitude of examples given to us in O.T. – examples both good and bad;  He says “Learn from them!”

III. Lay Aside Every Snare:
A. No one who wants to win a race runs with a backpack full of lead on their back. 
1. In fact, ancient Olympians ran in the nude to reduce the weight they had to carry to run
2. Modern racers use equipment that is thin and made of composite materials that are both strong & lightweight
3. Which is why Paul encourages us to “Lay aside every weight”
a. Weight – slows you down or completely hinders you
b. Point is if something is slowing you down…if anything is impeding your progress toward Heaven, the Hebrew writer says, “lay it aside”
c. Illust. “The Mysterious Island” by Jules Verne
i. 5 men escape from a civil war camp by hijacking a hot air balloon
ii. Could not control direction the balloon went
iii. God into the balloon – Balloon rises began to carry them out into the ocean
iv. Begin to wander how much longer the balloon can stay 
v. Hours pass, balloon begins to drop near the waves in the Ocean
vi. With no way to heat the air in the balloon to make it rise again they reluctantly begin to cast items overboard: shoes, coats, weapons – they breathe a sigh of relief as they feel the balloon begin to rise, but only temporarily
vii. As balloon drops again they cast their food overboard  - again a temporary solution
viii. As balloon begins to drop again it seems as though they need to brace to hit the ocean – nothing left to cast overboard. Then they come up w/plan to tie all of the ropes together, sit on the ropes and cut the basket away
ix. Just as all hope is gone and their balloon drops once more they spot land, jump and swim ashore.
x. Their lives were spared because they learned to tell the difference between what was really needed and what was not.
xi. This is the idea expressed in Heb. 12:1 – casting away every weight that drags us down!

B. Lay Aside:
1. Bad Influences: Serpent (Gen. 3:1-6)
a. Tempted
b. Told her exactly what she WANTED to hear (good influences tell you what you NEED to hear)
c. Eve also fell into category of bad influence when she gave to her husband, Adam
d. If only she had refused to listen to the serpent!
e. Cast every bad influence aside!

2. Human Reasoning: Eve (Gen. 3:6) 
a. In this setting Eve also gave in to Physical temptation:
b. Saw the tree and fell :
i. Good for food
ii. Pleasant to the eyes
iii. Desirable to make one wise
c. Cast all human reasining aside!

3. Stubborn Attitudes: Cain (Gen. 4:3-8)
a. Cain & Able both give offering to the Lord
b. Cain’s rejected; Able’s accepted
c. “If you do well, will you not be accepted?” (Gen. 4:7)
d. Reason Cain’s offering not accepted indicated by Heb. writer (Heb. 11:4) – it was “by faith” Cf. Rom. 10:17 (i.e. Able did as God told Him to, Cain did not) – stubbornness – got mad expected that God should accept whatever form of worship He offered
e. Cast any stubborn attitudes you have aside!

4. Worldly Attachments: Lot’s Wife (Gen. 19:26)
a. Sodom & Gomorrah destroyed because of their wickedness
b. Lot and family warned not to look back
c. Lot’s family seemed hesitant to leave the city
d. Worldly attachments prevented the escape of Lot’s wife – she looked back, longing for the city; turned into a pillar of salt!
e. Cast your worldly attachments aside!

5. Discouragement: Judah (Neh. 4:10)
a. Nehemiah sent to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem
b. Much of the wall, temple and city lie in ruins
c. People are seeing this like trying to build a city using the refuse from a dump
d. Judah, discouraged by the seemingly impossible task, says "The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is so much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall."
e. The wall was built only because Israel was able to get past the hurdle of “I can’t”
f. Cast your discouragement aside!

6. Unbelief: Nazarenes (Mat. 13:58)
a. Nazarenes hear Jesus teach
b. Look at Jesus as though unqualified; "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?”;impossible He could do these things (Mat. 13:54)
c. He is just a Carpenter’s Son in their eyes – a common citizen of the city without honor among His own (Mat. 13:55-57)
d. Therefore, the scriptures tell us, “He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”
e. Their belief hindered them.
f. Cast your unbelief aside!

7. Worldly Possessions: Rich Young Ruler (Mat. 19:22)
a. Rich young ruler came to Jesuus asking “what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?" (Mat. 19:16)
b. Jesus tells him to keep the commandments
c. The man responds, "All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?" (Mat. 19:16)
d. Jesus tells him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” (Mat. 19:21)
e. But we are told, “The young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” (Mat. 19: 22)
f. Cast aside every worldly possession that hinders your running ability!

8. Temporal Activities: Martha (Lk. 10:40)
a. Jesus in Martha’s home
b. Mary sees importance of sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to Him teach
c. Passage describes Martha as having become “distracted with much serving” (Lk. 10:39)
d. Likewise the Christian can fill their calendars w/worldly activities that seem so important to get done…
e. At end of the day it adds up to nothing more than becoming distracted by serving tables!

9. Imaginary Hindrances (Mk. 16:3)
a. Sometimes the Christian can imagine hindrances that may not be there at all
b. Case in point: the women travel to the tomb to place spices upon Jesus’ body 
c. Women begin to wonder, "Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?" as if their task might be impossible – they asked this even before trying
d. Likewise, the Christian often knows what NEEDS to be done, but before even trying they think of every excuse in the book as to why they can’t accomplish it
e. Remember Jesus’ words “with God all things are possible." (Mat. 19:26)
f. Or Paul’s words, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13)

10. Family Ties (Lk. 9:61-62)
a. One man wanted to follow the Lord but asked that he first be allowed to go and bid farewell to those of his house.
b. Jesus remarked that "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."
c. Lay aside even family ties that would hinder you from reaching your goal to obtain a Heavenly crown!

Conclusion:
1. Time would not permit us to continue listing everything that might hinder us. 
2. One last thing I would like to mention that you must be willing to lay aside to get to Heaven: 
3. Even your very life (Lk. 9:24)! Jesus said, “…whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.”
4. Christian: Are you this committed to Christ?

Invitation:
1. If a Christian, this is the level of commitment you were making when you submitted your life to Christ!
2. If not, this is the level of commitment it takes to become a faithful, saved follower of Christ!
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