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“A Faith That Works”
(Hebrews 11)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans Dec. 25, 2011
Scripture Reading: Rom. 8:24-25
Accompanying Song: # “I Believe!”
Subject: Faith, Obedient
Objective: To illustrate that a saving faith is an obedient faith; to define faith as the Bible defines it.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\58_Hebrews\Heb11AFaithThatWorks.docx

Introduction:
1. Illustration:
a. When I was younger (about 16) and had just received my license I went to Sioux City for the first time driving without adult supervision, with some friends of mine.
b. The heater core was out in my car (that meant there was no heat) and the windshield began to frost over.
c. We were going to a house that belonged to some people I had never met before.
d. I needed to pull down the alley into their driveway and my friend began to shout, “Turn here! Turn Here!” so I turned, not being able to see very well. 
e. My car tire hit the side of the curb hard and I ripped the valve stem. The tire went flat within seconds.
f. I had just purchased the car not long before that.  When I went to put the spare tire on, I found out that the rim did not match the lug nut pattern – the rim would not go on. 
g. To make matters worse, the spare was flat.
h. Note: I had a spare tire, but the tire I had was not the type of tire I needed. It did me about as much good as a two-foot stepstool to reach a ten foot shelf!

2. Faith, we all understand is something that is necessary for the 
a. Faith is like that tire in our illustration.
b. Our goal is to be saved…to go to Heaven. 
c. There are various KINDS of faith.
d. But just like the wrong rim for the car won’t get you anywhere, so it is with the wrong faith – it won’t get you to Heaven!

3. What is faith?
a. Those in the world equate faith with believing. This is partially true.
b. But in order to receive an accurate definition of what faith is let us carefully examine the type of faith mentioned as 

4. Heb. 11 contains a record of those mentioned as having great faith.

5. Let us notice the type of faith each had…

Body: 
I. We Are Saved By Faith
A. Faith is required of us all. Let us examine Heb. 11 together.
B. (Heb. 11:6) We learn that if we have no faith in God, it is IMPOSSIBLE to please Him
C. This makes it Very important that we understand WHAT KIND of faith we have.
1. What KIND of faith, you may ask? 
2. Yes, the Bible speaks of different kinds of faith.
a. Not all faiths save
i.  Heb. 11:6 tells us we must not only believe, but also believe, having faith that God will save those who diligently seek Him.
a.) Thus belief ALONE is not enough
b.) It is the belief that moves us to DILLIGENTLY SEEK that saves.
c.) Speaks to the importance of:
i.) Bible Study – knowing what the Bible teaches
ii.) Carefully weighing the arguments for/against things we hear taught and comparing them to the scriptures we study
iii.) Resolving to teach, believe & practice what is right in God’s eyes!
ii. It is possible to have faith in things of this world (i.e. riches 1 Tim. 6:17)
iii. (Jas. 2:19) Even Demons believe in God so strongly that James was inspired to write that they tremble. Thus mere belief that Jesus is the Son of God is not enough!
iv. It is possible to believe in something false as well, which is why Jesus warned (Lk. 21:8; cf. 1 Tim. 4:1)
v.  It is also possible to have a dead faith (Jas. 2:20).
b. Not all types of faith will get us to Heaven!
c. Therefore, many have faith, but not all have a faith that will work!
d. Keep this in mind and you will understand the title of our lesson today: “A Faith That Works”  (Heb. 11)
e. So, we need to ask ourselves, what KIND of faith saves us?

II. A Saving Faith is An Obedient Faith
A. Illust. 
1. Suppose I asked you to drive your vehicle across a bridge I had built across a small ravine. 
2. Would you do it?
3. You would if you had faith that I had built it well and that it would easily support you and your vehicle safely. (If you really believed that you would have no reason to worry.)
4. So what kind of faith was it that got you safely across?
a. A believing faith
b. An obedient faith
c. A trusting faith

B.  “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Heb. 11:1)
1. That which has “substance”…
2. And those things which have evidence…
3. Are things that (though faith itself, just like God cannot be seen Heb. 11:3)
4. It is by the things God did that we see evidence that He exists – an invisible force created the things that are visible (cf. Psa. 19:1)!

C. Rather than the “Hall of Fame” the Hebrew writer lists “The Hall of Faith” 
1. How do we know they had faith? Because their faith could be seen by the things they DID!
2. “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice” (11:4)
a. “God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks”
b. So many years after the death of Able we can still read of him and see that he had a faith because He offered a sacrifice to God.
c. Side note: 
i. It was not just THAT HE OFFERED SOMETHING TO God – Cain offered a grain offering to God as well but was not accepted.
ii. Reason Cain’s sacrifice was accepted: It was offered “by faith” (Cf. Rom. 10:17)
iii. Thus the reason Cain’s sacrifice was accepted while his brother’s was not was because he offered it the way God had told him to.
iv. We are not told what was wrong with Cain’s sacrifice, but recall what God told Him (Gen. 4:6-7)
a.) "If you do well, will you not be accepted?” (Whatever Cain did, he did not do it well.)
b.) “And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.” (God does not need to accept our worship when, in spite of how He has instructed us to worship Him, if we insist on doing things our own way.)
d. The point in all of this was that Able is remembered as a man of faith because He had a faith that works…he did what God asked him to. In contrast, his brother is not, because, although he believed in God (he offered a grain offering to Him) he did not have the type of faith (an OBEDIENT FAITH) that God requires!
3. “By faith Enoch was taken away” (11:5)
a. Q: Why was Enoch taken away by God?
b. A: Because he had a faith that works. I know this because it tells us “before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 
c. Enoch had an obedient faith, a faith that works, living a life that pleased God!
d. That is why, according to verse six does not say that God rewards those who merely believe in Him, but the verse points out that those who:
i. Not only believe
ii. But believe that He will reward them as promised.
a.) Q: Why will they be rewarded?
b.) A: Because they have an OBEDIENT FAITH: “He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (11:6)
4. “By faith Noah…”
a. “being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear” (11:7)
b. “prepared an ark for the saving of his household”
i. Q: Would Noah’s household have been saved if Noah had not been obedient?
ii. A: Of course not, they would have been drowned like the rest of the world!
iii. Noah was saved because he had a faith that works…an obedient faith!
5. Now there is a beautiful truth about faith hidden among the story of this next group of the “hall of faith””
a. “By faith Abraham…”
i. “obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out…” (11:8)
ii. “By faith he dwelt in the land of promise” (11:9)
iii. “he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (11:10)
iv. “offered up Isaac” (11:17)
b. “By faith Sarah…received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child” (11:11)
i. Sarah had a part in conceiving that child
ii. (If you don’t know what Sarah did to conceive that Child, I am going to let you figure that out on your own!)
c. “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau” (11:20)
d. “By faith Jacob…blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped” (11:21)
e. “By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.” (11:22)
f. Did you notice something about this line mentioned (Pyramid slide)?
i. That when you have a faith that works, it is a faith that will be passed on…
ii. Abraham had a faith. His faith was passed on to Isaac and Isaac’s example was passed on to Jacob who, in turn, passed his faith onto Joseph and the other eleven brothers 
iii. Because of one man – Abraham – because of His faith, millions of Jews came through him and came to know of the Lord God!
iv. How was this passed on? Although the books of Moses were not yet written, I would suppose that the principle mentioned in those books was followed, as they would be by any good parent (Dt. 6:7).
a.) Parents, are we doing this? 
b.) Are we beginning our day, when we “rise up”  and starting our children off for the day thinking about the Lord?
c.) When you “walk by the way” – when you go throughout the day, even while traveling, no matter how busy you are, do you take time to teach your children, the next generation, about the faith that works?
d.) When we get ready to “lie down” do you talk of God and pray together as the day draws to a close?
v. Now do you see how important it is to have a faith that works?!?
6. “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents…they were not afraid of the king's command.” (11:23)
a. Passage tells us about the reason Moses was not aborted as a baby…because they had faith.
b. The story of the baby, Moses also teaches us about true faith…that those who truly have faith are MOVED BY THE DESIRE TO SEVRE God, RATHER THAN FEAR OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF MAN!
c. And again, because of their faith Moses went on to deliver the nation of Israel from Egypt!
7. “By faith Moses…refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin” (11:24-25)
a. Because Moses had a faith that works he made the decision not to engage in sinful pleasures but to be disciplined and chose the more difficult way, serving God.
b. Do you have a faith that works? Do you choose to serve God over sinful temptations?
c. Again, a faith that works is passed on from generation to generation for it says of Moses,  that he esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.” (11:26)
i. He had a faith that worked because he was unconcerned about the riches of thei earth Egypt had to offer in this life…
ii. Rather he was interested in the reward to come in the next life which is why it says, “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king” (11:27).  
d. More of Moses is said:
i.  “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood” (11:28)
ii. “By faith they passed through the Red Sea” (11:29)
8.  “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.” (11:30)
a. Q: Would those walls have fallen down if they had not been circled? What if they had only been circled once? Twice? Four times? Six times? 
b. A. We know they wouldn’t because THEY DIDN’T!
c. There are still a lot of proverbial walls that need to be torn down today!
d. The ONLY faith that will tear down those walls is a faith that works!
9. “By faith the harlot Rahab…received the spies with peace.” (11:31)
10. Others of honorable mention:
a. Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets are mentioned (11:32)
11. “through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance… trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment… They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented -- They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.” (11:33-38)
a. What earth did they go through all of this for?
b. “they should not be made perfect apart from us.” (11:40)

Conclusion:
1. So, the only type of faith that saves is a FAITH THAT WORKS!
2. My question for you is this: “What are you doing with your faith?”
a. Is it tucked away in some secret place in your heart?
b. Or is it working, open and visible for the WHOLE WORLD TO SEE?
3. Could I be honest?
a. Some come to services only on occasion – maybe only at Christmas time, when in town visiting or on other rare occasions, etc.
b. Considering our lesson, I ask you, does that sound like a faith that works? A saving faith?
4. As was already mentioned, if you don’t have a faith that works, you do not have the right kind of faith to save!
5. If you don’t, you need not worry.
6. The tire that I made flat – I had to go and get another rim and then my tire went on there just fine!
7. Let’s develop a faith that works!

Invitation:
A. We want you to have a faith that saves…
1. A faith that does not give concern or attention to what men think, but to what God wants.
2. A faith that not only works because it believes, diligently seeks God and obeys Him but also a faith that passes that faith down to their children – teaching them through our words and our examples!
B. If you have faith and the courage to lay every worldly care aside and obey the Lord, we bid you to come repenting of your sins, confessing Jesus as Lord and being willing to be baptized for the remission of your sins, committed to live for Him evermore
C. Won’t you come while we sing?
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