GodsPatternFortheFamily
“God’s Pattern For the Family”
Scripture Reading: Dt. 6:5-15

Accompanying Song:  “God’s Family”

Subject: The Family

Objective: To demonstrate the Biblical pattern for the family
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Introduction:
1. Family in trouble in America
2. Warning: If you came hoping for entertaining lesson – you will be disappointed; if came hoping to hear things that are politically correct, it may be time for you to take a long bathroom break or to check the air in your car tires…(Parental discretion advised)
3. I admit that some things I am goig to teach are somewhat subjective in areas. Principle I would like all of us to remember: If the Bible shows us a pattern, the way it does work, Shouldn’t that be our first choice?
4. Lesson: (Title Slide) “God’s pattern for the Family”
a. Never thought I would say this, but we have come to a point in history that encouraging family values and portraying as the best way…the only way has become controversial
b. Our culture has other ideas; Equal in the minds of many:
i. Cohabitation outside of marriage
ii. GLBT relationships, even marriage largely accepted
iii. Single-parent homes (some intentional)
iv. “Commitment Ceremonies”
v. Polyamory
5. Statistics:
· Family Structure Diminishing: 
· Between 1990-1997 the percentage of births out of wedlock increased 16%; between 1960 and 1997 it increased 511%! Currently more than 2/3 of children are born out of wedlock, a first in American history.
· Between 1990-1998 the number of families headed by a single parent increased 13%. Between 1960-1998 the number of families headed by a single parent tripled!
· 80% of African-American women will be the head of their home at some point in childbearing years.
· Since 2005, the majority of US households have not been headed by married couples. The number of non-married-couple households continues to grow (ACS 2005-2007). 
· There are more than 51 million households headed by unmarried Americans, representing roughly 44% of all households and the majority of households in 23 states, plus the District of Columbia (CPS, 2007).
· Only one-quarter of American households consist of what most people think of as a "traditional family,” i.e. a married couple and their children (National Opinion Research Center (University of Chicago), 1999). 
· Many Americans see no value In Marriage: 
· Cohabitating together viewed as equal to marriage by many:
· 68% of Americans who have been previously married, but are no longer married, plan to remain unmarried (Gallup, 2006).
· 57% of Americans consider an unmarried couple who have lived together for five years just as committed in their relationship as a married couple who have lived together for the same time (Gallup, 2008). 
6. Is the traditional, biblically-based family structure important? Is it a superior way?
Body: 
I. God’s Pattern: A Home With Biblical Family Values
A. God’s plan:
1. Mom and dad stay at/near home 
a. Dads did not need to work far away (trades in a shop like blacksmith, carpenters, farmers, etc.)
b. Mothers incorporated adding to the family income through her work at home
2. Children stayed at home all day, taught by mom and dad to read, write and developed skills from them: 
a. Dad taught boys to work, to build, to blacksmith, to farm, etc.
b. Mom taught girls learned how to be homemakers – cook, clean, care for children, sew, tend gardens, can food, etc.
c. As a result, the children learned skills and matured much faster than they do today (not babysat by the video game system, internet or television where they learn nothing.
3. While they were working
a. Family bonds were built 
b. Biblical family values to be taught in the home (Dt. 4:9)
c. Church worshipped together in their homes – came natural to them (1 Cor. 16:19)
d. How can we expect when materialism and economy has forced mother and father to both work outside home and allow children to be raised by others (daycare or babysitters)?
4. Includes marrying other Christians:
a. Not to be unequally yoked (2 Cor. 6:14-17)
b. From common-sense perspective: Why would a spiritually-minded Christian want to marry a non-Christian?
B. Man’s plan: Both parents work outside the home, children raised and taught in schools (where unbiblical values are sometimes taught) - unfair and unhealthy for all 
1. Note: Matters not whether mom out of home because 
a. Family cannot afford to have her stay home or… 
b. …materialism and quest for worldly wants draws her outside the home
c. Either way, result s the same - family suffers
2. Unfairness of man’s plan - Results:
a. Dad busy working away from the home: does not spend time teaching and training the children in matters of faith 
b. Mom, away from the home does not train the children; worse yet, mom forced into the impossible position of being forced to work two jobs (her secular job and her current responsibilities in the home remain – how is she to get it all done?)
c. Children 
i. Left to be raised by the babysitter, internet, and immoral television shows, influenced by other children of unbelieving parents in school
ii. Because they are not spending time w/mom and dad developing family bonds, the family structure is compromised
II. God’s pattern for income in the home
A. Husband: Breadwinner (1 Tim. 5:8)
B. Wife: Homemaker (Tit. 2:3-5) “homemakers” involved with their family (husband and children) – this is where a woman’s responsibility lies
1. The Bible nowhere condemns women working outside the home.
2. Wrong questions often asked: Not whether or not a woman “Can work outside the home”, but the better question is, “Should she? Is it best for the family?” 
3. Many women have gotten lost in our culture and the pressures of society to conform!
4. Once was a time when a woman’s duty to her home was the highest calling for a woman; today some look upon a stay-at-home mom as “lazy” or “unaccomplished” – ladies: do your job well and feel no shame – do not listen to the world!
5. Virtuous woman: her description of value (Prov. 31:10-31):
a. (Pr. 31:13, 19, 21-22, 24-25) She willingly works with her hands from the wool of the family flocks or from the family flax fields to produce cloth for her family (and possibly to sell to provide for the family)
b. (Pr. 31:14) She does the shopping
c. (Pr. 31:15) She rises early to cook her family breakfast
d. (Pr. 31:16) She works in the family vineyard
e. (Pr. 31:18, 27) She cares for her house works into the late night hours
f. Summary: She takes pride in her work at home, as a wife and as a mother! She works in a “cottage industry” but her primary focus is that of making the house a home for the husband and children!
C. Understand that some families may not be able to currently do this in light of current economic situations (general expense of living; accumulated debt and lifestyles we are accustomed to) 
1. I understand this may not be immediately possible for all, but if this is the Bible pattern, shouldn’t we take strides to make it our first choice?
2. There are alternatives to living much cheaper (example: shun materialism; smaller, energy-efficient homes, illust. single woman implemented some techniques: comfortable w/$8/mo. utility bill – extreme, but it works- see me if you would like more information)
a. Children learn to remain idle
III. God’s Pattern: Each Member of the Family Has a Role:
A. Roles
1. Husbands – head (leader – 1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 3:5): must take the lead! Some men have lost control of family, esp. their children!
2. Wives – submissive (Col. 3:18) (fear we have lost idea of how submissive women were – not equal in matters of authority in the Bible)
a. Though women are equal to men in many regards, they are not equal in all…
b. Women did not have any power struggle in the home in the first century (1 Cor. 11:7-9; Eph. 5:22-24; Tit. 2:4; 1Pet. 3:1, 6) – women were to be in submission to their husbands; “…so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.” ()Eph. 5:24
c. Was not common or socially acceptable for a male Jew to even speak to a woman in public (Jn. 4:27)
d. Women were to remain silent in the churches. If they want to ask something, they should ask their husbands; it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church (1 Cor. 14:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:11-15)
e. All overseers and deacons must be male (1 Tim. 3:2; 1 Tim. 3:8; Tit. 1:6)
f. Women were not to teach over have authority over a man: No women preachers, ministers or evangelists (1 Tim. 2:12)
3. Children were to obey their parents (Eph. 6:1)
B. Modern families:
1. Some husbands fail to lead by godly example
2. Wives make matters difficult by struggling for power and authority against their husbands
3. Children rebel and refuse to obey
4. Dysfunction and turmoil is the result – because we have not followed God’s pattern
IV. Marriage Is The Pattern
A. Marriage first, intercourse second
1. God’s plan from the beginning (Gen. 2:24) – monogamous marriage: one man, one woman basis of family
2. Why? Because you will if you love one another (Eph. 5:31-33)
a. Intercourse outside of marriage is sin – God said leave mother and father, be joined with wife and then  become one flesh (intercourse cf. Heb. 13:4)
b. (1 Cor. 7:2-4) Sex outside of marriage either cheating on current spouse or if unmarried cheating on your future spouse (possibly even before you met them); Excuses/Justification:
i. “But I love him/her.” If you do, you will wait and not place their soul in danger of Hell!
ii. “But we are going to get married anyway.” Nice. Wait. Why endanger soul of your spouse? Having sex with them outside of marriage – do you really show you love them.
iii. You are not going to be married for certain until the knot is tied.
a.) Could be called off
b.) Death, etc. 
c.) (Pr. 27:1)
iv. Intercourse outside of marriage is not the way we show we love someone (or God) but only lust.
B. Man’s plan: Cohabitation first
1. Approval of Living Together Unmarried: 55% of Americans approve of men and women living together without being married (Gallup, 2007). 
2. Increase in Unmarried Cohabitating Couples: 
a. The number of cohabiting unmarried partners increased by 88% between 1990 and 2007 (CPS 2007). 
b. Don’t be misled about reports of declining divorce rates. Only true because more commonly people are “shacking up” rather than getting married and those rates of separation are technically not a “divorce” so statistics appear to show the divorce rate on the decline – simply not true.
3. According to one study I heard, couples that cohabitate before marriage are 75% more likely to divorce than those who marry before living together.
a. The majority of couples marrying today cohabited first (Larry Bumpass and Hsien-Hen Lu, 2000).
b. Explains the current dilemma in America: Divorce rates over 50%… the highest ranking among the top 34 industrialized nations surveyed! (nationmaster.com/country/us-united-states/peo-people)
c. The majority of Americans aged 18-64 consider living in unmarried households as having either no effect or a positive effect on children (Gallup, 2008). No effect that the couple is demonstrating a sinful lifestyle before their children.
C. Man’s substitution to God’s plan, Polygamy:
1. True, God’s laws governed it
2. Was never cast in positive light: forbidden for kings Dt. 17:17; forbidden to take sisters while both still living Lev. 18:18; 
3. But God’s intentions from the beginning: “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female, man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." (Matthew 19:4-6 NKJV) – excludes “wives” or “husbands” (polygamy or polyandry)
4. Many instances, when man insisted he knew better, resulted in disaster:
a. Abraham: Strife results between Sarah and Hagar
b. Jacob: Strife resulted from the marriage of Leah and Rachel
c. Solomon’s wives turned his hear from God
D. Problem: We have been listening to man/society rather than God to justify what we know is wrong.
V. Family Is the Pattern
A. God’s plan: Fathers and Mothers in the home
B. Man’s plan: Single-parent homes
1. Mothers are important!
a. Mothers often awarded custody in a divorce but…
2. Fathers are important too!
a. In 1990 one-third (36%) of American children will be raised apart from their father
b. 40% of the children who are raised in fatherless homes have not seen their father in over a year!
c. 72% of Americas adolescent murderers, 70% of prisons long-term inmates and 60% of rapists come from fatherless homes.


Conclusion:
1. Important for the foundational structure of the family to exist, but in order to maintain it, in order for it to succeed…
2. …we must live according to the pattern God has designed for us.

Invitation:
1. God also has a pattern for us to follow in matters of salvation
2.  When men asked Peter and the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (to be saved), they answered, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” 
3.  When the Ethiopian eunuch of Acts 8 asked whether or not he could be baptized, Phillip answered, “If you believe with all your heart, you may."
4. If you are willing to make that same confession the Eunuch did, you will receive the hope of salvation, just like he did.
5. Let us know what we may do.
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