GodsOrderInFinances
“God’s Order in Finances”

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 6:6-11

Accompanying Song: #361 “This World Is Not My Home”

Subject: Finances

Objective: To help the Christian to see God’s rules concerning our finances

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Doccuments\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Finances\GodsOrderInFinances.docx

Introduction:
1. We must apply God’s principles in His order.
2. Often, when people have troubles in life, it is because they’re not applying God’s principles properly in their lives.
3. God created the world and everything that is in it.  With that creation, he established a set of rules that must be followed or consequences will follow.
4. Illust. I like cookies (cookie slide)
a. Though I like oatmeal, raisins, sugar, chocolate chips, and a few other ingredients in cookies, (slide of ingredients) I do not like  baking soda or  flour or vanilla by themselves.
b. However, mix the right ingredients together in the proper proportions and follow the recipe = cookie magic! Delicious.
c. What would happen if you left out those bitter ingredients of the recipe – the ones you don’t like the taste of by themselves? The recipir would not taste the same and the cookes would not turn out right.
d. Same is true of God’s principles; cannot be taken piece meal; are like ingredients to a recipe: follow it and it turns out good; leave parts of God’s direction out, and you will find things don’t turn out right.
e. Principle true in all areas of life
f. Want to talk to you about finances, a topic not often thought of in the realm of Christian living (Title Slide)

Body: 
I. Must Develop a Giving Attitude
A. One reason people fail to develop such an attitude is that they begin to feel that what they possess belongs to them and them alone
1. Remember that none of the things in this world belong to us (Psa. 50:12)
2. When God provides us w/funds, we must use them according to his instruction, His order or the whole thing turns out wrong.
3. It is an expression of a godly attitude (Rom. 8:32); 
a. God was willing to freely give His Son
b. Have food in your cupboard?
c. Have a home to keep warm in?
d. Bed to sleep in?
e. Money to pay bills?
f. Ability to care for/provide for yourself? 
g. Friends? Family? Christian brothers and sisters in Christ?
h. Then you are blessed by God.

B. Note: God does want us to enjoy a portion of what He has blessed us with (Eccl. 3:13); just does not mean that all is intended for us.
a. Principle of the firstfruits (Pr. 3:9-10)
b. Firstfruits, in O.T. times were designed to remind Israel that although God had blessed them, they should not think of pleasing themselves with the blessing first, their first thought should be to serving God with what He had given them.

C. Tithing:
1. Israel, through their laws were a giving nation: 
2. No N.T. law of which I am aware requires us to tithe today. 
3. Under O.T. God did demonstrate, in principle, how He wanted his people to behave
4. Word “tithe” means 10%
a. Israel gave one tithe: money used primarily to support those (priests, etc.) who served the Lord (Dt. 18:8-14)
b. Another tithe was given for benevolence to others (Dt. 14:22-23)
c. A third tithe was also brought every three years to provide an inheritance for the priests and their families, since they were given no inheritance in the promised land (Dt. 14:28-29)

D. According to Larry A. Maxwell, Gaining Personal Financial Freedom, This meant that each person gave 23.33 percent per year to tithes alone:
43% supported the priests
29% was for local ministry
14% went for benevolent 
14% went for a retirement fund for the priests

E. An offering was also given, for a specific purpose (often for the construction/repair of the temple area Ex. 30:11-14)

a. Other individual benevolence on top of tithing  (Dt. 15:7-8); alms were also given to the poor on an out-of-pocket, on an “as the opportunity and ability presents itself” basis (Lk. 12:33) or leaving portions of fields and vineyards for the poor and the traveler (Lev. 19:9-10)

F. Interesting fact: not just  part of the old law: The giving of the tithe even pre-dates the giving of the law: Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek, priest and king of Salem (Gen. 14:20)

G. (And you thought you hated it when the preacher got to harping about money…how would you would have liked to have been a Jew where such giving was not just a sermon to be ignored…it was law!)

H. Yes, I know I am being redundant in order to make a point: God’s people were a giving people; and physical Israel was a foreshadow of the true Israel to come (us)! Israel gave, and they gave some more, and they gave even more:
a. Was some required giving: as tithes, some offerings 

II. In another area of financial responsibility, the Christian is to pay taxes.
A. (Mat. 22:15-22) Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s: if you rightfully owe taxes, then you ought to pay them; that does not mean if we can find legal tax shelters or other ways to legally reduce our tax burden that we should not take advantage of those things

B. (Rom. 13:1-7) We pay taxes so that the government has the resources to carry out its affairs: namely punishing evildoers

III. Fulfilling the needs of your family (1 Tim. 5:8):
A. One who does not provide the needs of his family is worse than one who denies the very existence of God.

B. Remember the difference between a need and a want. Remember, we often want much more than we need.
1. Responsibiliuty with what God has blessed us with includes not running our family so far into financial debt that we are burdened to the point:
a. That we must work jobs that take us away from fulfilling emotional, spiritual or physical needs of the family: Wives need husbands, husbands need wives; Children need mommies and daddies to be around to guide their development
b. No shiny car, nice house, or things to fill it are so necessary so as to ignore our responsibility to provide for these types of needs for our families.

C. Some may worry that if they don’t work the job that takes them away from their families for extended hours on end
1. Question: Think of it this way: in the days of Biblical times, where the average man learned a skill, a trade, farmed and the family had to work together to provide for even their most basic needs, does our modern family structure  fit the type of family setting the biblical writers would have envisioned?

2. Questions: 
a. Men: What does your family need more: a husband and a daddy or a house full of luxurious items?
b. Women: What does your family need: those items or a wife, an orderly home and a loving mother (Tit. 2:3-5)?
c. Are we so involved with our jobs that we are uninvolved with our families?

3. (Prov. 22:26-29) Needs of the family must come first. However, learn to recognize needs vs. wants. Too often we make poor financial decisions driving our families heavily into debt. Sometimes when we succumb to a want, another area of need  suffers as  a consequesnce.
a. Dad &/or Mom grow to expect a particular type of house or a certain standard of living, based upon looking at those living around them – people who also have priorities out of order.

IV. Budgeting, Saving and Planning Ahead: A Godly Principle
A. Leaving an inheritance: a biblical principle (Pr. 13:22; 2 Cor. 12:14)

B. Economize your resources: 
1. Learn not to waste what God has blessed you with
2. Wastefulness is frowned upon by the Lord (Pr. 12:27)

C. Pay off your bills: After telling the Christians they should pay taxes that are due, Paul wrote not to become debtors to others (Rom. 13:8); When you have a debt, repay them (Psa. 37:21)

D. (Pr. 6:1-5) Do not be a guarantor of other people’s debts (cosigning is a bad idea); I once read a book on finances that said the reason a bank asks for a cosigner on a loan is because, based upon past experiences, that person will not repay the loan. If you are going to cosign, then be prepared to repay the loan. It is just poor practice. 

V. Instead of Borrowing, Begin by Praying For an Answer to Your Needs (Mat. 6:7-13; Mat. 7:11)

VI. Share Your Abundance
A. (Eph. 4:28) We are given ability to labor so that we can share with others

B. (2 Corinthians 9:8) God gives us excess so that we can abound doing good works
1. Notice the superlatives in this verse: all, abound, always, all sufficiency, all things, abound, every good work.

C. It becomes sin when we are unwilling to let go of temporary and material things (Matthew 19:21-22)
1. Paul wrote to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 telling them to lay by the store for a benevolent need for the needy saints in Jerusalem.
2. Later, Paul wrote again to assure that the money will be collected and ready when he arrived (2 Corinthians 9:1-7); 
a. Paul wrote about the principle of giving and receiving
b. He mentioned that God loves a cheerful giver
c. If you are willing to share what you have, God will allow you to reap bountifully so that you will be able to share with others.

Conclusion:
1. In review, we have learned that everything belongs to the Lord.
2.  If we wish to be successful managing our finances, we must manage them according to God’s laws that govern them.
3.  God desires that all men be financially responsible according to his laws.
4. God blesses us for the purpose of being able to bless others.

Invitation:
1. More than material possessions, or financial riches, God wants to bless you with the blessing of salvation.
2.  Like receiving a loan, where one only need sign on the dotted line to receive the credit, you also must be willing to accept the terms of salvation, hearing, believing, repenting, confessing Jesus as Lord, being baptized in the name of Christ for the remission of sins, and submit your will to Him from here forward.
3. If you are willing to do so, won’t you please let us know as we stand and we sing.
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