Gen34StoppingatSuccothShechem
“Stopping at Succoth and Shechem”
(Gen. 34)

Scripture Reading: Dt. 6:4-12

Accompanying Song: #x “A Beautiful Life”

Subject: Serving God Fully

Objective: To help the listener to see that God desires that we serve Him fully, rather than serving Him only partially.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Serving God\StoppingatSuccothandShechem.docx

Introduction:
1. The Dinah Incident (Gen. 34)
a. Recall that Jacob had a dream at Bethel whist using a stone for a pillow. 
i. He had seen angels of Heaven ascending and descending from heaven and the Father at the top. 
ii. God then spoke to Jacob, telling him to continue on his journey to live with his uncle Laban but one day he would return (Gen. 28:13-15).

b. Jacob has finally resolved confrontations with Laban and also his brother Easu. Both men had been so angered with him they thought to do him harm. Those issues have now been resolved.

2. Jacob now continues on the journey God had told him to take (Gen. 31:3) which was a fulfillment of God’s promise to him that he would one day bring him back to that land. Let us keep that in mind. The Lord commanded Jacob to return to the land of his fathers from which he had come, to Bethel, the place Jacob had acknowledged was the house of God.
3. While in route to Bethel, Jacob makes a stop at Succoth (Gen. 33:17-20).
a. He built a farm in Succoth.
b. He buys land in Shechem.
i. Politically and economically important city
ii. Center of idolatry, would eventually house the temple of Baal-berith
c. Yet God had called him to return to his home in Bethel. He then erects an altar in Shechem and called the altar “El Elohe Israel” meaning, literally, “God, the God of Israel” as if he has done as God wishes and expects God to be pleased and accept His worship.
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5. He did not follow the commands of God completely. He stopped short of them.

6. Let’s observe some lessons from Jacob:

Body: 
I. When we only obey the Lord half way, there may be unintended consequences.
A. Had Jacob traveled straight through to Bethel as the Lord had commanded, the outcome of our story would have been very different.

B. Jacob settles in the land and his family begins to assimilate with the Canaanites in the land.
1. May have been a lonely household for Dinah. Only daughter of Jacob among 12 brothers. 
2. (Gen. 34:1) Dinah goes out to see the daughters of the land.

C. While visiting the daughters of the land, she catches the eye of the son of a prince, Shechem.
1. Seduces her (Gen. 34:3) and lays with and violated her. 

II. Why Jacob Stopped Short During His Journey
A. Remember, Jacob had been commanded by God to return to Bethel
1. Instead he begins to settle at Succoth and Shechem. What motivated him to stop?
2. Clues:
a. Had been warned by his own father (Gen. 28:1) not to take wives from land; should have taught those same principles to his own family
b. Seems as though Jacob began to reason that an alliance with the people of Shechem offered enticing opportunities…
i. Status (Gen. 34:9-10) [marry into royalty]
ii. Wealth (Gen. 34:12)
iii. Though he knew it to be wrong, he is strangely, painfully silent, said nothing. In fact it would seem it is up to his sons to redeem the honor of their sister. Jacob does not become upset/vocal until after they retaliate, kill Shechem, Hamor and the men of the city and plunder it (Gen. 34:30) though he was able to maintain his peace when Dinah had been violated (Gen. 34:5)

III. Be Cautious Not to Allow Temptation to Cause You to Fall Short of God’s Expectation or Compromise Your Judgment
A. We have all been guilty of stopping short at our Succoth’s and Shechem’s…stopping short of how far God wants us to go
1. Jacob had a goal: Get to house of God at Bethel – he got side tracked with the enticements of this world
2. Shechem and Succoth merely a sign of a bigger problem that lie w/Jacob as leader of his family (Gen. 35:1-2)

B. God will not tolerate fence-sittters
1. Choice: God and serving Him or live in world (1 Kgs. 18:21)
2. Do not stop at Succoth to buy a farm or land in Shechem – follow the Lord all the way!
3. Remember Caleb who had faith that the Lord would deliver the land of Canaan into the hand of Israel and what was said of him (Dt. 1:36) he fully served the Lord
4. (Dt. 10:12)

C. Justification of action will not settle with God
1. Jacob was tempted by these opportunities
2. Allowed him to remain neutral, even though his only daughter had been raped or seduced
3. Jacob gave into temptation

4. When tempted, we need to be cautious that we do not begin to attempt to justify our actions
5. When we justify our actions, we begin to tell ourselves that the end justifies the means (cf. Gal. 6:7-8)
6. Must be careful not to give into temptation
a. Jacob struggled within his heart over the riches/wealth to be gained
b. (Jas. 1:11-16)
c. How do you handle temptation? 
i. Most difficult to deal with when it comes out of blue, unexpected.
ii. Christian woman once told me a story:
a.) Young, attractive, single woman
b.) Had been working hard at her job for several years
c.) Had often felt overlooked
d.) One day her boss called her into his office and said he was considering her to fill a position that she had wanted for so long
e.) Then he told her he had always liked her a lot and would like to see her get the job and asked if the two of them could go out and celebrate the new job.
f.) This woman felt that refusal to go out with her boss would mean losing the promotion.
g.) He told her to think about it.
h.) One of her co-workers even coached her to go out with him until she got the job and then use an excuse to break up with him.
i.) Bravely, the woman turned down both the job and the date.
j.) 6 mos. Later she quit and found a much better job than the one she turned down.
k.) What would you have done if you were in this young woman’s position?

D. Ausonius once said, “When about to commit a base deed, respect thyself, though there is no witness.
Conclusion:
1. What temptations wait to cause you to stumble? How do you plan to deal with them?
2. What would cause you to 
Invitation:
1. Have you prepared yourself to deal with the temptations of this world?
2. Have you been living a life that stops short of wholly and completely serving the Lord?
3.  Have you become tempted, even side tracked with the things of this world?
4. If so, today is your opportunity to correct those problems if you desire to make amends with the Lord.
5. Are you willing to submit to His will? If so, please let us know before leaving here today so that we can assist you in any way to do so!

Additional, optional material
Be on guard against the desire for power and wealth.
E. Jacob was tempted by wealth and began giving in to temptation
1. Wealth, in itself, not evil. May be result of:
a. Industry (Pr. 10:4)
b. (2 Chr. 1:11-12) God’s blessing, thus God makes some wealthy
2. Wealth carries its benefits, yet for every benefit there are equal or greater risks
3. What is evil about riches are not the riches themselves, but what they can make us become, if we allow them to:
a. (1 Tim. 6:17) Highmindedness
b. (Jas. 2:6) Oppression of the poor
c. (1 Cor. 11:22) Selfishness
d. Self-conceit (Pr. 28:11)
e. Dishonesty, as Zacchaeus admitted to (Lk. 19:8)
f. (Pr. 18:11) Self-trust
g. In Jacob’s case it seems that the desire of wealth seems to have lead to compromise of values in order to acquire more

4. Beecher once said, “No man can tell whether he is rich or poor by turning to his ledger.  It is the heart that makes a man rich.  He is rich according to what he is, not according to what he has.”
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