Gen28_10-31_21AWorkInProgress
		“A Work In Progress”
(Gen. 28:10-31:21)

Scripture Reading: Eccl. 7:1-8

Accompanying Song: #x “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”

Subject: Personal Growth; Life Lessons

Objective: To demonstrate how the Lord  Helps Us To Grow Through Directing Our Paths

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Genesis\Gen28_10-31_21AWorkInProgress.docx

Introduction:
1. Gen. 25-26 Isaac’s two sons at odds w/one another since their very birth
a. Jacob has proven himself to be a manipulator and one who has a way of acquiring things that are not his to have…
b. Has manipulated and/or conspired to…
i. Take advantage of his famished older brother in order to acquire his birthright…
ii. Mislead his old and blind father to give him his brother’s blessing, giving him the headship of the family and making his heirs of God’s promise to give the land of Canaan to his descendants
2. First, Jacob manipulated his brother Esau, who did not value his birthright….
3. Secondly, he conspired with His mother Rebekah to deceive his father into giving him his brother’s birthright
a. This event has angered and upset his brother greatly (rightfully so)
b. Esau has now threatened to kill him, once their father Isaac has died
4. Out of fear for his life, mother Rebeka sends him to live with his uncle, Laban in Padan Aram.
5. This is all part of God’s plan…
a. On his journey, he rests with a stone for a pillow where he sees a dream of a ladder upon the earth reaching to Heaven with angels ascending and descending upon it with God standing above it .
i. Symbolic of God’s messengers coming down and going to, carrying out the Lord’s bidding (God is active in our lives – sends His angels as messengers to carry out His plans)
ii. God is at work in Jacob’s life.
b. He tells Jacob of a promise…
i. The Lord identifies Himself and tells Jacob, “…the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants.” (Gen. 28:13)
ii. The Lord then reiterates His promise to Abrraham (carried out through his descendants), namely Jacob at this point…"Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. (Genesis 28:14 NKJV) 
1. But not just yet…
2. Jacob has not yet become the man God needs him to be. 
3. God will first mould and make Jacob.
c. Must have been a relief from Jacob’s shoulders…
i. A fugitive on the run from even his own brother…
ii. He has made his own family an uncomfortable place to be and now must leave.

6. Before God would use Jacob as a vessel as a part of a long and unfolding plan to usher in a lineage of people from whom His Son would come, Jacob first needed to be molded and shaped into the man God needed Him to be. He obviously had some character flaws. God was going to teach him a lesson…

7. Are you a person God can use in service to Him? No doubt, we all have our faults. I imagine if we were all honest with ourselves we all have things we would like to change about ourselves to become better servants of God. What we need to learn to be useful to carry out God’s plans are carefully tucked away in the story of Jacob’s life.

8. Throughout this story we see Jacob grow and learn many life lessons to carry with him for the remainder of his days. Let us notice these lessons, as they apply to us as well.

Body: 
I.  The First Step in Growing: Learning that God has a plan.
A. God teaches Jacob that He has a plan. Jacob sees (possibly for the first time) that he is not alone.

B. God has a plan for Jacob: "Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land;…" (Genesis 28:15a NKJV)
1. What a relief it must have been for Jacob to know that if this were true, His brother would not prevail in taking his life…
2. Also that one day God would lead him home...
3. We should not think that just because this is a special man in the Bible that the same is not true for each one of us
a. God is still working out His plans today
b. God has a plan for you…
c. God wants to lead you home (not to a land of Canaan, a place upon this earth, but God is calling each of us to our home in eternity with Him.
d. The question is, will we follow where He leads?

C. But the time was not for Jacob to go home yet…he was still a “Work In Progress.”

II. The Second Step In Growing: That plan involves us. 
A. Jacob was astounded when he learned that God had a plan, He assured Him that he would not fail to fulfill that plan and that the plan would involve not only him but also his descendants.

B. Though not spelled out in the Bible, did you ever stop to think that God has a plan for you?
1.  (Rom. 8:28) All things work together for good to those who love God.
2. (Prov. 3:5) God has a plan and will direct your steps if you will let Him.

C. What these verses tell us is that God’s plan involve us personally, if you, like Jacob, are willing to let Him use you (2 Tim. 2:21)!

III. The Third Step in Growing: Learning that God will not fail to fulfill His plan.
A. “…for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” (Gen. 28:15b)

B. We must also understand that God, unlike men, will fulfill everything that He has promised to do.
1. Must be careful not fail to trust in God as Abraham did when he doubted that God would fulfill His purpose and tried to have a child with Hagar to bring the child of promise into the world…
2. Sometime men attempt to get into the business of determining the when and how of God’s plans.

IV. The Fourth Step in Growing: Learning to appreciate God’s plan to use you.
A. Grateful for God’s blessing come upon him…
1. He begins with worship: “Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.” (Genesis 28:18 NKJV)
a. The erecting of the stone in an uright posture: something that would stand as a monument to the miraculous vision he had seen.
b. He poured oil upon it as a religious offering to the Lord, or, an act that consecrated stones to worship. 
2. Jacob wants to repay the Lord for blessing Him (tithe)
a. Notice Jacob’s statement: He made a vow, saying, Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, "so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. "And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You." (Genesis 28:20-22 NKJV)
3. It may seem as though we travel this life almost alone, those in the world against us, even out to kill us…
4. We understand that we are not alone…God is with us. If we will just allow Him to lead and follow, He has a path prepared for us.
5. Just like Jacob, if God is providing a way for us, if He is providing our daily provisions, don’t we owe Him something?

B. Sometimes the paths God will lead us down are not pleasant, easy or even necessarily the paths we would have chosen for ourselves (that may have been so for Jacob)…yet we need to condition our minds to fully trust God to lead us down the paths we need to travel in order to help us become who He wants us to be…

C. But the time was not for Jacob to go home yet…he was still a “Work In Progress.”

V. The Fifth Step in Growing: Learning How to Treat Others
A. Did your mother ever put the mother’s curse on you…the one where she says, “I hope your children grow up to be just like you?” What she actually means is that she hopes that some dday you experience what she is feeling and come to understand what it is like being in her shoes.

B. All his life Jacob has lived up to his name meaning “supplanter” or one who takes the place of another. 
1. Jacob has left his family due to circumstances arising from how he dealt with his brother Esau, taking from Him things that were not intended for Jacob.
2. Now Jacob’s path has lead him to Laban, a like-minded fellow.

C. He falls in love with Laban’s daughter, Rachel and Jacob asks to serve  Laban to serve him for seven years in order to take her as his wife.
1. Laban agrees. 
2. The story tells us that Laban actually had two daughters: Leah and her younger sister, Rachel
a. Leah is described as having beautiful eyes, a characteristic that was often looked upon as a symbol of great beauty…
b. …but Rachel is described as one beautiful of form and appearance.
3. Jacob serves Laban for seven years as promised yet it seemed to him as only as a few days to him. Because of the love that he had for her.
4. In those days, it was customary to cover the face of the bride with a veil during the wedding.
5. To Jacob’s surprise, he awoke the following morning to discover Leah had been given to him, rather than Rachel.
6. Jacob is understandably upset and he said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?" (Genesis 29:25 NKJV)
7. Laban has now deceived Jacob, concealing the true identity of the bride, much like Jacob had put on a disguise to deceive his father and trick him into giving him the blessing that belonged to his older brother Esau.
8. Laban reveals the fine print of the deal telling Jacob, "It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. (Genesis 29:26 NKJV) As if to say, “Oh, you should have known that there is a custom in our country that the younger cannot marry before the older.” “You should have known that in order to be able to serve me seven years for Rachel you would first need to serve me for Leah.”
9. Laban, understanding how badly Jacob wants Rachel as his wife then manipulates him into serving another seven years for her…
a. …reminiscent of how Esau wanted to be fed so badly and Jacob used it as an opportunity to manipulate it into giving up his birthright.
b. Through it all, Jacob learned how it felt to be dealt with deceitfully.

D. Next God offers him another lesson about dealing with others…
1. Have you ever thought about how it must have been to live in the house of Isaac and Rebekah? (Not an ideal home.)
a. Isaac shows favoritism to Esau because he loved to eat of his game.
b. Rebekah shows favoritism to Jacob (maybe because he was more handsome and not red and hairy like his older brother).
c. The favoritism shown to each child likely only added fuel to their rivalry eventually brought about when Jacob manipulated the situations to steal both the birthright and then the blessing.
d. One could almost imagine constant tension between the two boys, brought about primarily because of the envy that Jacob had for his brother and jealousy for what he had. He wouldn’t be satisfied until he had found a way to get it from him, and that was actually what he had done.
2. Now Jacob finds himself in a home with a similar situation…
a. Leah, a sad wife who is doomed to live with a husband who did not love her...
b. Now at odds with her little sister who cannot have children, which seems to be the Lord’s will…
c. The two women, even involving their maids in the matter enter into a baby making contest. The final score: Leah and her maid, Bilhah: 9 Rachel and her maid: 4
d. They even squabble each other: Even when Rachel asks for some mandrakes Reuben found in the field, Leah bites back saying, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son's mandrakes also?" And Rachel said, "Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son's mandrakes." (Gen. 30:15)
3. I suspect, through it all, Jacob learned what it was like for his parents to live with tension caused in the home over two people being jealous of one another.

E. But the time was not for Jacob to go home yet…he was still a “Work In Progress.”

VI. The Sixth Step in Growing: Learning That If God is With Us, We Cannot Fail
A. God was not done teaching him a lesson while living with Laban. The next seven years were going to be trying living with Laban as well. 

B. Jacob, longing to return to his homeland requests that Laban will allow him to return to the land where his father and mother had been. 
1. He seeks to depart with his wives and children.
2. Laban had been able to keep him in the land now for many years, fourteen of them by serving to earn the right to marry his daughters. Now the time has come to go.

C. Laban has grown accustomed to Jacob’s help tending the livestock. He cites the source of his good fortune with the animals: Laban said to him, "Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the LORD has blessed me for your sake." (Genesis 30:27 NKJV)
1. All Laban has to offer is to pay Jacob to stay: So Laban said, "Name me your wages, and I will give it." (Genesis 30:28 NKJV)
2. Jacob offers to take the blemished lambs and goats…those with speckles and spots as payment for his wages. Laban’s response, "Oh, that it were according to your word!" (Genesis 30:34 NKJV) seems to indicate that Laban felt that he was getting a very agreeable deal. (Not only does Jacob agree to go back to tending the flocks, but maybe there were few speckled and spotted ones as well.)
3. The  two men agree and Jacob separates the spotted and the speckled for himself, leaving his sons to tend to them.

D. Jacob then distances himself from his father-in-law by a three-day journey.
1. Jacob has noticed while tending the animals that by placing green poplar, almond and chestnut trees with white strips peeled in them in the watering troughs of the flocks that they would conceive and bear more streaked, speckled and spotted offspring.
2. Jacob continued this process, and all the while his herds grew greater, while Laban’s dwindled. 

E.  Tension begins to grow between Jacob and Laban and his sons due to jealousy/envy saying that Jacob’s wealth was acquired from their father (their inheritance). Note what Rachel and Leah said to him, "Is there still any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house? (Genesis 31:14 NKJV)

F. The time has now arrived for Jacob to return home. 
1. Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Return to the land of your fathers and to your family, and I will be with you." (Genesis 31:3 NKJV)
2. Jacob makes plans to leave and explains to his wives why he feels compelled to do so: “and said to them, "I see your father's countenance, that it is not favorable toward me as before; but the God of my father has been with me. "And you know that with all my might I have served your father. "Yet your father has deceived me and changed my wages ten times, but God did not allow him to hurt me. "If he said thus: 'The speckled shall be your wages,' then all the flocks bore speckled. And if he said thus: 'The streaked shall be your wages,' then all the flocks bore streaked. "So God has taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me. "And it happened, at the time when the flocks conceived, that I lifted my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon the flocks were streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted. "Then the Angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, 'Jacob.' And I said, 'Here I am.' "And He said, 'Lift your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the flocks are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all that Laban is doing to you. 'I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your family.'" (Genesis 31:5-13 NKJV)

G. Even later, when Jacob will flee from Laban the Lord speaks to Laban in a dream and forbids him to do any harm to Jacob (Gen. 31:24, 29). 

H. The fifth and final lesson to growing from our lesson: If God is with us, we cannot fail.
a. When others strive to do us harm, they cannot prevail if we are the Lord’s.
b. Though Laban had done all that he could, trying to change Jacobs wages ten times, no matter how he changed them, God turned the outcome in favor of Jacob.
c. God will do the same for us (Heb. 13:6).

Conclusion:
1. We can see Jacob learning many lessons throughout his life – he grew. He was a work in progress…
2. Like Jacob, we are all still “A Work in Progress.”

Invitation:
1. One day, like Jacob, God will call us home…
2. When He does, will you be ready?
3. Will we be ready or will we still be a “Work in Progress,” having life lessons God was trying to teach us all along but refusing to listen.
4.  Maybe you have been ignoring His commands listen and to obey the gospel. Today is your opportunity.
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