Gen26DigAnotherWell
“Dig Another Well”
(Genesis 26)

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 5:5-7

Accompanying Song: #x “An Evening Prayer”

Subject: Adversity, Trials

Objective: To Teach the listener how to deal with the trials of everyday life.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Genesis\Gen26DiggingAnotherWell.docx

Introduction:
1. How do you deal with adversities in your life?
a. Face them head on?
b. Complain?
c. Give up?
d. Become despondent, depressed, feel hopeless?

2. There is an example of a man in the Bible who taught us about how to deal with life when it just seems like it is you vs. the entire world. Let us recall a story about Isaac…

Body: 
I. Genesis 26
A. Isaac was a man who dealt with adversity in his lifetime (Gen. 26)
1. Famine
a. (26:1) Find Isaac in land of Gerar (MAP), a city near Gaza about 13 miles from the coast of the Mediterranean sea in the land that would eventually become part of the tribe of Simeon (surrounded by the tribe of Judah).
b. Famine in the land yet the Lord told him to remain there 
c. Lord reaffirmed the promise given to his father, that He would give the land to Isaac and his descendants .
d. Like his father had done twice before him, he lied to Abimelech, who was king of the Philistines, and told him that Rebekah was his sister, yet Abimilech saw Isaac showing endearment to his wife and deduce that she was not his sister, so Abimelech issued a decree that no man should harm Isaac for the sake of his wife.
e. In spite of the famine, Isaac grew richer, more powerful in flocks, in herd and  in servants which brought envy upon him from His Philistine neighbors, so they began to torment him by filling in the wells that had been dug in the days of Abraham.
2. Fear and Hate From Others
a. Abimilech, fearing (Gen. 26:16) hating Isaac (Gen. 26:27), asked him to go away from them
b. Even after moving as far away as Beersheba, they still fear him and ask for a peace treaty with him (Gen. 26:28-31)

3. Fighting
a. Isaac moved for second time
b. (Gen. 26:18-19) So Isaac went to dwell in the valley and unearthed his father’s wells (plural) that had been filed by the Philistines and called the names his father had called them by and dug another well also - this one with running water (spring-fed well is one of the best wells one could have). Adam Clarke cites verses that indicate that “an unfailing spring was an emblem of the graces and influences of the Spirit of God.”
c. Instead of being able to live at peace like his father did, he is plagued by strife surrounding these wells also with the herdsmen of the land (Gen. 26:20), so this well is named “”Esek” meaning, “quarrel”
d. So they dig wells in a third location (wells) in the valley (Gen. 26:21) and there was quarrels over these wells also, so he called the well Sitnah, meaning “enmity”
e. Finally, a well is dug in a fourth location and there is no fighting over this well, so it is named “Rheoboth,” meaning “spaciousness”
f. He then moves a third time and digs another well which they called “Shebah”; Eventually known as the city of Beersheba

4. Family
a. Then Esau, his son took two wives from among the Hittites in the land, much to Isaac and Rebekahs’ disapproval 
b. After all of the strife he had come from the people in the land, would you want your son married to them? 

B. Want us to focus upon the godly example Isaac left for us about how he reacted to each of these diversities

C. What we must first learn to accept about life is that…

II. Adversity is Part of Life
A. Trials for All
1. Everyone here knows, I am not telling you anything (1 Pet. 4:12-13)
2. Still, helpful just to acknowledge this as a fact.
a. Isaac was blessed by God. Did not mean that he did not have his share of troubles: 
(1.) Famine (26:1-5)
(2.) Fear (26:6-11)
(3.) Fighting (26:12-33)
(4.) Family (26:34-35).

B. Might think to ourselves that life is good for most people around us (even those who are not godly Jas. 1:17; Jn. 3:27)
1. Surely, if we are the Lord’s people, it should all be even better, right?
a. If God blesses those who are His enemies…
b. Surely He will bless and protect His people even more, right?
c. Not necessarily so, at least in this life.
2. Not so. Isaac described by even his enemies as “the blessed of the Lord” and yet had all of these problems

C. Think about how you might have felt if you were Isaac and how you would/could have reacted; Think about how the Philistines  reacted.
1. Philistines:
a. Looked at Isaac, a foreigner (foreign people in a land always encounter some racial tension)
b. Philistines in a famine…makes the economy bad…
(1.) Yet here is this foreigner…
(2.) Inexperienced farmer, yet the first year he sows and reaps 100 fold (language of Heb. People to signify the best crop that could be expected)
(3.) Prosperous, with flocks, herds, servants
(4.) Money & manpower make him seem to be a dangerous man
(5.) (Gen. 26:14) “…The man began to prosper, and continued prospering until he became very prosperous… so the Philistines envied him.”

2. Isaac: Might have felt justified using his wealth, power and God’s favor against his Philistine neighbors; Could have justified retaliation or acting poorly in his mind…
(1.) After all, they started it, unprovoked; 
(a.) It was the Philistines who antagonized him by filling in wells
(b.) Wells may have had some sentimental value; father dug them; Philistine vandalism could have been viewed by Isaac as a direct attack against the memory of his father, a godly man
(c.) Did so just to spite Isaac; not that they even wanted the wells
i. Digging wells – undid a lot of work!
ii. They filled the wells in; a lot of work merely so Isaac could not use them
(2.) God gave land to him, promise made to his father, Abraham, not Philistines
(3.) He did all he could to avoid a conflict. After all, enough is enough. He moved 3 times and dug and re-dug wells in four locations  

III. How do you deal with adversities in your life?
A. Two choices:
1. Let adversities get the best of us, throw up our hands and lash out or give in…
2. Or you can move on, and dig another well

B. Audrey & Bob Meisner
1. Lived in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
2. Thanksgiving weekend came. Time for the Meisners to take the long trip back to visit with the in-laws in Michigan.
3. Piled the van high with a thermos of coffee, luggage, sleeping bags, pillows and a mattress and kids and began the 1000 mile trip toward Michigan.
4. The trip there was beautiful. A patchwork of praries sprinkled with lakes. The popular trees had all dropped their leaves and seemed to be lifting up their arms in surrender to the cold winter.
5. They arrived and enjoyed the weekend with family, turkey, and lots of laughter.
6. Sunday night came and they said their good-byes and began the long journey home. Bob drove for the first several hours of the trip but grew tired. They pulled over for gas and a break to stretch for a while. Next Audrey took over to drive the next leg of the trip and Bob crawled into the back with the kids to get some rest. 
7. An hour and a half later, nature called. She pulled into a rest stop as quietly as she could, not wanting to disturb the family, who was sound asleep. She left the van idling, quickly went in, used the restroom, and went on her way.
8. Two hours passed by as she tapped her fingers to the song on the radio and enjoyed the drive home. About the time she hit Fargo, ND the kids began to wake up. , but not Bob. “He must have been really tired,” she thought to herself. 
9. Their seven-year-old son appeared in the rearview mirror and asked, “Where is daddy?”
10. “He’s back there sleeping,” said Audrey. 
11. The kids began pushing pillows and blankets aside looking for him. “Nope,” said her son, “he’s not back here.”
12. Audrey began to panic. Where could he have been? The only place she had stopped was the rest area, but where was it? Was it two hours ago? One-and-a-half? Two-and-a-half? She had no idea which one!
13. She said a quick prayer to God, “Please Lord, help me find Bob!”
14. Pulling into a truck stop, she found a phone and called the police. “Um…well…uh…I…I left my husband in Minnesota.” “Sorry, could you repeat that,” said the officer. 
15. Once she convinced the officer that this was not a joke, he told her he was going to get all of the numbers of all of the rest stops in that area. 
16. They called every rest stop and finally, at the last one she called, a man with a strong Norweigan accent answered and Audrey asked, “Do you have a guy there who…” “Yah, we shore do.”
17. Moments later, Bob was on the phone. “Honey…I’m so sorry…I didn’t mean to…” Audrey started to cry. Bob started to laugh. 
18. Two hours earlier he woke to see the van sitting at the rest area. He got out to use the bathroom but when he returned, the van was gone. 
19. In the mean time, Bob had taken the time to talk with others about God, the Bible and had been cleaning people’s windshields for them. 
20. When Audrey returned, he just  laughed and smiled. They still chuckle about it to this day.

C. Be honest, what if you were in Bob’s shoes? Think about it, what would you have done? 
1. Pouted for 300 miles?
2. Reminded your wife every time something went wrong?
3. Demand restitution…breakfast in bed for 6 weeks?
4. Or simply smile?
5. Life’s adversities and how you handle them…the choice is entirely yours.
· Callaway, Phil. Laughing Matters. Oregon: Multnomah Publishers, 2005, p. 32-36

IV. How to deal with adversities:
A. Helps to understand the purpose of trials…
B. Trials are a test…

1 Peter 1:7 
that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

C. Trials are a test to see if you will continue doing the will of God, even when times are rough…

1 Peter 4:19 
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

1. Anyone can serve God when life is all butterflies and birthday parties…
2. But will you retain your focus on serving God when life turns to tarantulas and funerals… 

James 1:2-4 
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Romans 5:3-5
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

B. Remember Isaac. When trials came his way, he just kept on…he dug another well.

C. God gives you trials to teach us to persevere and develop our character so that we can have hope which is the reason we glory in tribulations…knowing what it will produce.

D. Trials are a test…
1. That test produces patience…
2. Patience will make us complete, ready for every good work
a. When do people generally quit working for the Lord? (When the going gets rough.)
b. Trials are training and tests that teach us to never give up.
3. Think of any elite group of people. What elite, prestigious group of people exists where there is not some great requirement to become a member. For example, in order to become a Navy Seal:
a. Rigorous written tests
b. Physical agility
(1.) Swim 500 yards in 12.5 minutes or less, followed by a 10-minute rest
(2.) Do 42 push-ups in under two minutes, followed by a two-minute rest
(3.) Do 50 sit-ups in under two minutes, followed by a two-minute rest
(4.) Do six pull-ups, followed by a 10-minute rest
(5.) Run 1.5 miles in boots and long pants in less than 11.5 minutes
(6.) While the Navy Seals cover every possible angle of attack, their specialty is water. During training, the new recruits will learn and be required to complete:
(a.) A fifty meter swim underwater
(b.) Tie a knot underwater
(c.) Take a drown proofing test
(d.) Take a basic lifesaving test
(e.) Swim twelve hundred meters in a pool with fins in forty-five minutes
(f.) Swim one mile in a bay with fins in fifty minutes
(g.) Swim one mile in the ocean with fins in fifty minutes
(h.) Swim one and a half miles in the ocean with fins in seventy minutes
(i.) Swim two miles in the ocean with fins in ninety-five minutes
(j.) Then you have passed only the first phase of three phases of testing and training
(k.) You will still have to:
i. be able to swim two thousand meters in the condition pool without fins. They will swim one and half miles in a bay at night, and will have to drop their two-mile ocean swim to eighty-five minutes.
ii. Shave more time off in order to be able to swim the two-mile ocean swim in seventy-five minutes. They will be able to run fourteen miles, complete the obstacle course in ten minutes, and run four miles in boots in a half an hour.
c. Seem extreme? These men are the best of the best at what they do. They go through training and put themselves through trials to qualify themselves for the task they are given to do…
d. Why would one who wants to be among the most elite class of people ever (God’s people, those given eternal life) be any different? God wants us to be the very best of all people!

E. How to deal with adversities (5 Tips from James 1)
1. (Jas. 1:2) Face your trial positively
2. (Jas. 1:3) Accept your trial patiently
3. (Jas. 1:5) Ask God for the wisdom to deal with your trial
4. (Jas. 1:6) Trust God to help you through your trial
5. (Jas. 1:12) Harvest the blessing from your trial
· Biblical Counseling Library, by June Hunt

F. Lesson about doing our part (all that we can to live in peace among others
1. Rom. 12:18 live peacefully among all men as much as possible
2. Mt. 5:38-45 Go extra mile if necessary
3. Rom. 12:20 In so doing you will convict your oppressors of doing wrong within themselves 
a. Courts can convict (others saying you are wrong); one can choose to reject their judgments…
b. But self-conviction: highest court of the land; when people know deep within themselves they have done wrong, they can neither escape or deny such a conviction!

Conclusion:
1. Now that we have learned how to deal with adversities, how will you react during the next trial?
A. Will you complain that God is allowing you to suffer, or will you count it as a blessing?

B. Will you blame God for not intervening or trust Him that He knows what He is doing, by allowing it to continue.

C. Will you complain that God does not listen to your prayers or will you accept that His answer may not be the one you were hoping to receive?

D. Will you complain your life is harder than others around you, or will you remember that suffering affliction is part of the process of perfection that leads to Heaven?

E. Remember Isaac. When trials came his way he did not cry and pout about wells filled, wells taken from him or why the wells ought to be his, he dug another well.

F. When trials come your way, be patient, do not lose faith, simply dig another well. When you do, you are sure to hit a spring flowing with waters of life!

Invitation:
1. If you would like to drink from the spring that offers the water of life, Jesus Christ, the opportunity exists right now.
2. Maybe this lesson was for you. Maybe you are enduring hardships. Maybe you feel God has asked something of you that you do not want to do because of the hardship it will involve.
3. Remember that the Lord is with you. If you dig the well, God will provide the water.
4. To all of those who are willing to repent of their sins, confess Jesus as Christ and be baptized for the remission of their sins, making a commitment to live for Christ here foreward, let us know as we stand together and sing…
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