Gen25_29-34BadBargains
		“Bad Bargains”
(Gen. 25:29-34; Rom. 9)

Scripture Reading: Mat. 16:24-28

Accompanying Song: #x “Have You Counted the Cost?”

Objective: To help the Christian  to see the poor bargain one makes when trading their salvation for the passing pleasures of this world.

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Genesis\Gen25_29-34BadBargains.docx

Introduction:
1. My wife: master w/the  budget
a. Amazed at how she stretches a dollar
b. School clothes: 
i. Watches the clearance racks for months
ii. Stocks up during back to school sales on school supplies
c. Christmas – watches sales/clearance and starts buying for Christmas in Jan. the year before
d. She often comes home, proud to show me a large bag of clothes she got for much less than original price; name brand, often as cheap or cheaper than off-brand
e. She likes a good bargain

2. Who doesn’t like a good bargain
a. I learned long ago not to buy on impulse: waste of money for things you probably don’t really want and probably pay too much for it anyway
b. Like to shop for purchases little by little, as long as I can so I can be sure I am getting what I want at a fair price
c. I don’t mind bartering with the salesman on the price of a vehicle.
d. I like a good bargain. 

3. Do you like a good bargain? Have you ever bought something only to kick yourself because you saw it cheaper not long after buying it? It pays to be an informed shopper.

4. One person comes to mind when we think of one who got a bad bargain - Esau: pitiful figure in the Bible

5. Was blessed: 
a. Loved by his father, skillful hunter (Gen. 25:27-28)
b. Had a forgiving side (forgave his brother who betrayed him Gen. 33:1-16)

6. What Esau will be remembered for most = selling his birthright (Gen. 25:29-34) read
a. Jacob: an opportunist, takes advantage of his “weary” brother
i. Strong’s defines as tired, thirsty, faint, but not starving
ii. Ladies: ever felt too tired to come home and cook a meal so you went out to eat? = Easu
b. Note verse thirty: “Please feed me with that same red stew.” Leaves one the impression maybe Jacob tasting/eating some himself and remarking how good it tasted!
c. Jacob places a high price upon stew: “Sell me your birthright as of this day.”
i. High pressure sales, right now; leaves little thought to think about the consequences of his action.
ii. Esau remarks that he is about to die
1. Is it really  that serious?
2. If so, why not ask his father/mother for food. Surely they would help.
3. Instead, uses excuse, “Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?”
d. Jacob forces him to swear and the deal is made…Esau sold his birthright for a measly bowl of stew (Jacob, as an “added bonus” even throws in bread and a drink, no extra charge).
e. Says that Esau ate, drank and went his way and it says that “Esau despised his birthright.”

Body: 
I. The Birthright
A. A privilege of the firstborn son
1. He would receive the chief blessing (Gen. 27:1-46)
2. Entitled him to a double portion of the inheritance (Dt. 21:17)
a. In the case of Esau, the inheritance would have been very great, considering what he eventually received was also great (Gen. 36:6-7)
3. Succeeded his father as the head of the clan with judicial authority (2 Ch. 21:3)

B. Esau took these special privileges and all that came with them for granted and sold them for a meal.

II. The Birthright of a Christian
A. Joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:16-17)

B. Heirs of the hope of eternal life (Tit. 3:7)

C. Heirs of the kingdom (Jas. 2:5)

D. Christians shall “all things” (1 Cor. 3:21-23; Rev. 21:7)

E. Described as an incorruptible, undefiled inheritance that will not fade away (1 Pet. 1:4)

F. Far greater than any possessions we have on this earth (Mk. 10:28-30)

III. Esau as an “Antitype”
A. Esau is an antitype of Israel, Jacob of the Christian (Rom. 9:3-13) read.
1. Esau is likened to many of the Jews of Israel, who had their birthright…the promise of being God’s people
2. They traded Christ for keeping the law of Moses. They made a bad bargain.
a. (Rom. 9:30-31) Because they rejected Christ and kept trusting in the law to deliver them from their sin, Paul says that, though they are the children of God through birthright (Abraham’s seed)…
b. …they are no longer the true seed. Those who were not the people of God shall now be called the His people (Rom. 9:25-26).
c. Instead, they are like Esau, who forsook the good position they had for something of far less value. They exchanged being the children of God for the keeping of a law of commands and ordinances that has been fulfilled.

IV. Are we guilty of selling our birthright?
A. May seem that he merely took for granted a birthright and made an irresponsible legal/financial transaction; so much more than that.

B. Esau is an antitype of the uncommitted Christian
1. We can clearly see that Esau was making a poor decision when he began to consider it. Deep down, he probably knew that as well. 

2. Are we guilty of “selling our birthright” for something cheap, temporal, of lesser value? Are we getting a bad bargain?
a. As mentioned previously, the Christian has many blessings that accompany their birthright or inheritance…
b. Do we show that, deep down, we despise our birthright just like Esau by…
i. The Christian gives up their birthright by living in to the passing pleasures of sin (Heb. 11:24-26)
a.) Esau’s mistake: He acted upon impulse
b.) True also of the Christian who succumbs to the passing pleasures of sin
ii. The Christian gives up their birthright by lusting after the things of this world (1 Jn. 2:15; Jas. 4:4)?
a.) Another of Esau’s mistakes: he lacked appreciation for greater things of value
iii. The Christian gives up their birthright by walking after the flesh, rather than the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-26) read

V. Hold on to your birthright!
A. By pursuing peace and holiness (Heb. 12:14)

B. By making certain you do not fall short of God’s grace (Heb. 12:15)

C. By exercising discipline and godliness (1 Cor. 9:24-27; 1 Tim. 4:7-8)

Conclusion:
1. Esau made a bad bargain. 

2. Esau’s greatest mistake: he repented too late (Heb. 12:16-17)
 
3. Jacob, in contrast to Esau, is an antitype of the faithful Christian
a. Jacob saw value in the birthright where Esau did not
b. Likewise, the one who develops faith sees the value of the saving gospel of Christ and does that which is necessary to attain it
c. Like the trade with Esau, it is not complicated nor expensive
d. God’s plan for saving man is simple

4. Have you ever considered the poor bargain one makes when trading their salvation for the passing pleasures of this world.

5. Are you guilty of selling your birthright as a Christian? Make certain that you are not like Esau.
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