		“Choosing a Mate”
(Genesis 24)

Scripture Reading: Gen. 24:1-14

Accompanying Song: “Thou Are the Potter, I am the Clay”

Subject: Choosing a spouse that God would approve of

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Genesis\Gen24ChoosingaMate.docx

Introduction:
1. Marriage important
a. Spouse – incredible impact upon who you will become
i. Who you choose as a mate says a lot about who you are as a child of God (or not one)
ii. Solomon’s wives led him astray from the Lord and enticed him to worship pagan idols
iii. Priscilla was a faithful companion and seemed to be a huge support while she and her husband,  Aquila, labored with Paul
b. Some here eligible to marry
c. Others may outlive their spouse and remarry again
d. If that were the case, whom would you chose and why?
e. If the Lord were to point a person out  for you to marry, whom would He pick?
f. May not want to think of such things…time to answer such a question is now, when our minds are rational, rather than later when clouded by emotions (infatuation, etc.)
g. Need not question, as he picked a wife for a man once.

2. Abraham – great man of faith

3. Question: How would a great man of faith chooses a lifelong mate for his son?

4. Summary of Gen. 24
a. Sarah has died, leaving absence of a woman in the household of Abraham & Isaac
b. Abraham causes his servant to swear to an oath before God.
i. Not to take a daughter from the land of the Canaanites, where he currently dwells.
ii. Rather, return to his country (i.e. “Ur of the Chaldeans” Gen. 11:31) to choose a wife for his son Isaac.
iii. If the woman whom the servant chooses is not willing to follow him back to Canaan where Abraham and Isaac are, he is not to bring Isaac to her.
c. (Gen. 24:7) Abraham displays his faith once again
i. Remembers the promise the Lord had made to give him the land in which he now dwells. 
ii. Believes that the Lord shall send His angel before the servant
d. If the woman is not willing to follow the servant, then he is released from his oath.
e. The servant then swears to do as his master had commanded him.
i. Takes 10 camels worth of goods (“all his masters goods were in his hands” Gen. 24:10)
f. Travels to Nahor in Mesopotamia (see map) waiting near the watering hole for water.
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g. Prays to the Lord to give him success and show kindness to his master Abraham.
h. The daughters of the men of the city begin to come out to draw water.
i. He prays for a sign saying, "Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink' -let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master." (Gen. 24:14)
j. “Before he had finished speaking…Rebekah…came out with her pitcher on her shoulder…a virgin…filled her pitcher…”
k. The servant asked to drink a little water from her pitcher. She gave him a drink as well as his camels.
l. Upon inquiring about her family, he learns that she is one of Abraham’s brethren.
m. Knowing now that this is the will of the Lord, he bows his head and worships the Lord.
n. The woman then goes to her mother’s house and reports these things.
o. Rebekah’s brother, Laban runs out to meet the servant.
p. Accommodations were given for the servant and a meal prepared but before he ate, he reveals of Isaac, born to Abraham and Sarah in their old age, the purpose of his journey and all that he swore before his master to do.
q. He further relays the prayer offered in his heart to God to identify the woman whom He would choose for Isaac and how Rebekah did all that he had prayed to the Lord that she would do.
r. He then asks if Laban is willing to allow Rebekah to become a wife for Isaac.
s. “Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak to you either bad or good. (Genesis 24:50)
t. Rebekah is granted to the servant for Isaac. The servant again worships the Lord.
u. Presents are given to the family, he eats and drinks, spends the night. 
v. The family blesses her and she leaves the following day, headed for Beer Lahai Roi.
w. As she approaches, we see Isaac meditating in the field in the evening. He lifts his eyes and sees the small caravan approaching. He walks out to meet them.
x. As Isaac approaches, Rebekah puts on her veil, dismounts, meets Isaac.
y. Isaac brings her into his mother’s tent and it says “He loved her.”
z. Isaac now finds comfort after his mother’s death.

5. Consider what Abraham did in order to ensure the proper mate for his son

Body: 
I. Abraham let the Lord do the choosing (Gen. 24:7)
A. Abraham’s faith in the Lord, the foundation for the decision for a wife
1. The Lord was with Abraham (24:1)
2. The Lord had never failed in his promises to Abraham…to lead him to a land that would become his descendants, protect him, give him a son, etc.
3. His faith still remains in the Lord’s faithfulness to give the land of Canaan to his descendants (Gen. 24:7). Abraham knows the Lord will not fail in his promises.
a. When the servant considered if the young girl might not return with him, he asked if he should then bring Isaac to the girl?
b. Abraham knew this could lead to events contrary to God’s will…Isaac might settle in a land that God had not intended for his descendants.
c. For this reason, Abraham made certain to instruct his servant not to take Isaac back to Mesopotamia with him.
d. Abraham was determined that the search for a wife for Isaac must remain within the confines of the Lord’s will.

B. Abraham entrusted the task to a servant of great faith in the Lord
1. Trustworthy man to do as Abraham had asked – he was entrusted with all that his master had and sent to a foreign land (24:10)

2. Servant of great faith
a. He takes an oath before the Lord (24:3, 9)
b. Prays to God as before the women approach (24:12-14)
c. Prays to God to thank Him when He realizes the prayer is answered (24:26)
d. He openly blesses the Lord after seeing the answer to his prayers (24:27)
e. Boldly proclaims the story, relating to Laban how the Lord has guided him to Rachel (24:34-48)
f. When he is granted Rebekah he worshipped the Lord (24:52)

C. When people look for a mate, often it is they who do the  choosing.
1. According to buzzle.com, (http://www.buzzle.com/articles/what-to-look-for-in-a-good-relationship.html) people ought to look for the following in a relationship:
a. Shared interests
b. Chemistry (physical and psychological attraction)
c. Similar attitude toward life/values
d. Intellectual compatibility
e. Financial compatibility

2. Note: the wife chosen for Isaac was not based upon any of these things, but upon what God wanted. 

3. If you were to choose a mate, would you allow the Lord to choose for you?

II. Abraham was willing to accept the Lord’s will, regardless of what it might have been (Gen. 24:8).
A. Abraham felt confident that the Lord would help to guide his servant to find a wife suitable for Isaac.

B. If not, Abraham would accept the Lord’s answer…if she would not follow him, the servant was released from his oath

C. Are we willing to accept the Lord’s will for us?
1. Though handsome/pretty…personality…common interests…funny, charming, fun to be around, even makes heart “pitter-patter” are you still ready to accept the Lord’s will if he says, “No”?
2. In a moment I will offer 10 things the Lord wants you to look for in a mate

III. Abraham understood that choosing a mate is not a light decision to be made (Gen. 24:3).
A. Abraham, at this time, is living in the land of the Canaanites.
1. Several nearby cities and villages – many “nice girls” “attractive” girls much closer in proximity
2. Yet sends his servant clear to the land of the Chaldeans to return with a wife for his son
3. Not just any girl will do.

B. Notice the servant that he sent to a foreign land
1. He entrusts every belonging he has in the hand of his servant
2. In these days, a dowry, or price was customarily paid for the bride
3. Abraham, by sending all that he had, demonstrates that there is no price too high for the right woman for his son
a. Not only shows the value of his son to him, and how much he loved him…
b. Also shows the high value that Abraham placed upon marriage

IV. Isaac respected the judgment of his father.
A. Arranged marriage – foreign concept to our western thinking

B. How many of our young people would accept this arrangement?

C. Value of spiritually-minded parents.
1. Parents ought to offer guidance to children when choosing a mate.
2. Children ought to value it, knowing it is only because they love them and done with their best interests at heart
a. I would be like Abraham…
b. Willing to travel great distances…spend whatever of my means I could…go to the greatest lengths to know that my children are happily married!

V. Isaac loved Rebekah.
A. Might seem as though this were an easy thing. Consider that by the time these two met for the first time, they were engaged.

B. Point: God chose, and it worked!

Conclusion:
1. Will you allow the Lord to choose for you? Some guidelines for choosing a mate Abraham would endorse:

2. The Lord can choose for you by providing guidelines to see if they match up to His expectations
a. (Eph. 5:22, 25, 28, 33; Col. 3:19) 
1. Is she submissive? 
2. Do they love and respect you as they should (i.e. enough to give their life for you)? Someone who does not love properly before marriage will not love you properly after. Test: someone who truly cares about you would never do anything to endanger your spiritual well-being.
 
3. (1 Pet. 3:7) Are they understanding? Do they show you honor? Will they pray with you?

4. (Mat. 5:25-29) 
a. Are their eyes (and mind) faithful to you? One who lusts after women in their heart is only waiting for the opportunity for unfaithfulness is missing.
b. Marriage: completely giving one’s self to another. Faithfulness also involves faithfulness of mind.
c. Remember that the Lord joins the two so that they become one. 

5. (1 Cor. 7:2-5) When married, our bodies no longer have authority over our own bodies. 

6. (Phil. 4:6-9) Do they have an active prayer life? Are they spiritually minded? Do they put their faith to practice? 

7. (2 Cor. 6:14-15) Are they a spiritually minded person? If not, what, in an eternal/spiritual sense do you, as a Christian, have in common with them?

8. (Pr. 22:6; Eph. 6:4) Are they qualified/do you confidently expect that they will train your children

9.  (Mat. 5:32; 1 Cor. 7:39) Are they looking at this as a life-long commitment forsaking all others (Gen. 2:24)? 

10. Can they work their problems out (Prov. 21:19)? 

11. (Prov. 13:20) Do they live according to God’s laws? Do they place Him first in their life (Mat. 6:33)?

12. Could it be that we have so many marriages that fail because we fail to 1) let God develop us for marriage 2) allow God’s word to direct us and choose a spouse for us?
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