Gen22_1-19TheFatherofFaith

“The Father of Faith”
(Gen. 22:1-19)

Date(s) & Places Given: Orleans, June 20, 2010

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:1-8

Accompanying Song: Faith of Our Fathers

Purpose: To study the perfected faith of Abraham so that we might strive to develop that same type of faith.

Location:
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Genesis\Gen22_1-19TheFatherofFaith.docx

Introduction:
1. Abraham: Remembered as Father of the Jews
a. Fathers – supposed to be a good example 
b. Abraham lived up to his responsibility as a father as a good example…an example of faith!
c. Not always that way
i. Gen. 12:11-20 had Sarah, his wife lie to Pharaoh and tell a half-truth out of fear for his life
ii. Gen. 15:2-3 He questioned God when he had not had the child God had promised them and those feelings eventually led to the controversy with Hagar and Ishmael.
iii. Later, we see a man who has such great faith that he is willing to sacrifice his only son to the Lord.

d. Good news: If Abraham, a descendant from a pagan family who did not know the Lord can develop this kind of faith, then so can we!

2. Moment Abraham remembered for when his faith shone brightest (Gen. 22:1-19)

3. Abraham: A Father of Great Faith
a. v. 3 – Abraham rose early (might be tempting to leave late, drag feet)
i. Saddled donkey, He split the wood, went where God directed – intended to carry this out!
b. v. 4 – traveled three days journey
c. Climbed mountain and showed no intention of not carrying through with the command to sacrifice his son as an act of worship showing his devotion to God!
d. Heb. 11 = the faith chapter in the Bible
i. Great examples of faith
ii. Abraham mentioned not once but twice in faith chapter!
iii. Name alone referred to 231 times in Bible! What an example!

4. Would like to take some time to examine why Abraham’s faith was so great…

5. If we can see the identifying marks of the great faith that Abraham had, then we can see the type of faith God wants us to develop within ourselves…

Body:
I. Abraham’s faith was an obedient faith.
A. Left his country (Heb. 11:8)


B. He offered his son Isaac

C. So many people feel that they have the proper faith, yet do little/nothing to indicate a life of servitude to the Lord 	
1. Not attend church
2. Little/no prayer/communication w/Lord
3. Language, lifestyle, etc. show little devotion to the Lord
4. Yet these people have fooled themselves into thinking that they have the faith that the Lord desires.

D. Abraham had a LIVING faith (Jas. 2:18-24, 26)
1. Abraham’s faith in offering Isaac – justified him in the eyes of the  Lord
2. Abraham’s faith was a perfect faith

E. Do you have a faith that is evidenced by works? Do you have an obedient faith?

II. Abraham developed a trusting faith.
A. Abraham’s life taught him to develop a trusting faith that rested in God, not his own works…
1. Not always so (remember Sarah, Abraham, Hagar and Isaac – did not trust that God would keep his promise to give Abraham and Sarah the child of promise - tried to force God’s plan to happen by their will)
2. Abraham learned the hard way to simply trust the Lord

B. Some say they have faith, and yet then rely totally upon themselves.	
1. Faith that God will provide, but fear starving to death or face homeless should they lose their job
2. Want to go to Heaven, yet sink into gloom/despair when this life draws to an end
3. Pray that thy will be done, only really content if thy will equals MY WILL!

C. Abraham learned what it meant to trust God’s word (Heb. 11:17-19); Just do what God says, don’t question; allow the Lord to take care of rest

III. Abraham’s faith understood that God deserves (and expects) nothing less than that which is most valuable to you (Gen. 22:2).
A. v. 2 - “Your son”
1. Would be enough to offer your son
2. Goes further

B. v. 2 - “Your only son, Isaac”
1. Disregarded Ishmael - Meaning the only son of promise
2. One thing to offer your son
3. Some people have more than one son
4. Might be difficult to choose which you might offer
1. Amanda – first child would not want to offer her
2. Britton – first boy – not want to give him up – has always loved me and wanted to spend time with his dad
3. Josh – he has always tried so hard to please his mother and I. Tries to be good kid – not fair to sacrifice him
4. Montana – baby girl: could not sacrifice her
5. Must choose one (hard even though  I have four)
6. Abraham has no choice – one son – his ONLY SON!

C. v. 2 - “Whom you love”
1. Emotional charge
2. Attachment, endearment

D. v. 2 - “Offer him as a burnt offering”
1. Horrific thought!
2. Think of what is entailed in offering a sacrifice (practice which Abraham familiar)
1. Animal: fear
2. Pain
3. Fire 
4. Permanent

E. Whatever God asks, it is never too much!
1. True faith = always accompanied by obedience
2. Notice the lack of response from Abraham - no questioning, complaining, compromising…

F. Abraham’s faith made it possible
1. The experience, being blessed with His son Isaac, taught him that with God, all things are possible – nothing too great for God
2. Sarah and Abraham, at the time of Sarah’s conception, both were dead to the ability to procreate – God reveals Himself as having the ability to create life, even where life is not possible
3. God, when Abraham was 100 yrs. old and Sarah 90 gave them Isaac, their son 
4. Abraham has learned that God keeps His promises; God has one other promise to keep (Gen. 21:12)
1. Abraham has mistakenly doubted God in the past (trying to bring the child of promise through Hagar, Sarah’s maidservant)
2. Abraham has now learned to trust that God has a plan
3. Abraham has also learned that things get messy when we don’t follow God’s plan
4. The promise that through Isaac, Abraham’s seed would be called would not fail

IV. Abraham had a faith that knew that the Lord deserved to be worshipped (Gen. 22:5).
A. We live in a world that thinks God is a God who can be worshipped if and when we feel like it…when it is convenient for us

B. Some refuse to worship the Lord, holding some grudge against Him for some moment in their life that did not go just the way they thought it should (i.e. loss of a loved one, tragedy, etc.)

C. Abraham taught us that worship is a solemn act of devotion – a giving of oneself completely to the Lord – think of what he is offering…
1. Abraham has waited 25 years for God to give him his son
2. Sacrificing his son must seem so selfish of God, so unnecessary…why not any other animal?
D. Now we see why the Lord has waited so long – to prepare Abraham’s faith and teach him the lessons in life that will grant him the ability to be able to offer his son to the Lord
1. Through the incident with Hagar and Ishmael he learned that God will carry our His plan in His way, in His time and His plan cannot be rushed, manipulated or forced
2. Through the birth of Isaac Abraham learned that God keeps His promises
3. He has now learned that what he must do (Pr. 3:5) – simply let go, trust the Lord and lean not upon his own understanding

V. Abraham had a faith that had a Heavenward focus (Heb 11:9-10)…
A. One might ask how Abraham could have the faith to offer his only son…
B. He had a focus that settled not upon this life, in this world, but upon the life and the world to come
1. Did not have concern about the life his son would lose in this world…
2. He knew the focus must be on obeying the Lord to make it to the next world!
3. When we have a focus like that!
4. A focus that rests only on doing everything in our power to get to Heaven!

C. Abraham looked for a city to come…is that your primary and foremost focus?

Conclusion:
1. When God tests your faith, will you pass the test (Gen. 22:1)?

2. v. 6 – God may require us to climb some difficult mountains to serve Him
a. Not an easy journey (imagine what was going through Abraham’s mind as he took the wood, the knife and the fire)
b. Would God really let him go through with it? If so, what would happen afterwards?
c. Would it hurt Isaac?
d. All of these things would be typical for a father to think of

Invitation:
1. We learned a moment ago that God requires works to accompany our faith. Faith itself is a work (Jn. 6:28-29)

2. Baptism, a work we are required to do (1 Pet. 3:21 – saves us) is not a work of men, but one of God (Col. 2:12-13)
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