

FaithWithanEternalPerspective
“Faith With an Eternal Perspective”
Scripture Reading: Jn. 4:19-26
Accompanying Song: #x “Give Me the Bible”
Subject: Authority
Objective: To explain we need authority for all we believe, do and practice
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Meetings\LifeFromanEternalPerspective\FaithWithanEternalPerspective.docx

Introduction:
1. After tonight, our meeting will have come to close
a. Special mention how much I appreciate having spent the week with you
b. Thank elders for inviting me and affording me the opportunity to teach here
c. Special thanks to Loren and Karen for having us in their home Sunday afternoon and the fine meal they shared with us
d. Thanks to all of you as listeners for your attention and edification this week.

2. We continue our theme as we have all week Viewing Life From an Eternal Perspective

3. Title for this lesson could just as easily have been: “Why do you do that?” or “Why do you believe that?” but our lesson tonight is about having Faith From an Eternal Perspective.

4. No secret: We live in a world of religious confusion (Slide)
a. If we were to examine some of the things that are taught among members of this congregation and others like it we would readily observe that there are some things that we believe, teach and do differently from other congregations.
b. First thing we must acknowledge is that this was not the Lord’s will (1 Corinthians 1:10) Paul pleaded with the brethren at Corinth commanding them through inspiration “…to all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”  (NKJV)

5. Some people do not like teaching on Christian doctrines because they fear it will upset somebody
a. Secret: There is not one lesson you can preach but what one person somewhere will disagree and/or take offense. No matter what I preach:
b. WHEN DID TELLING THE TRUTH BECOME OFFENSIVE? WHEN DID IT BECOME WRONG?
c. When did we start to cower and feel like we had to apologize for our beliefs?
d. Paul further said that he taught the same thing everywhere in every church (1 Cor. 4:17). Therefore, if we believe differently, it is due to the fact that one (or both) of us have strayed from the truth.
e. Let the word of God be the judge!
f. What we desire here is unity with those who profess to believe in Jesus, but that unity must be based upon the one thing we can all agree upon…the Bible. 
i. If we are divided, the Lord expects us to work those differences out!
ii. Question is, how can we work them out?

6. Must begin by laying our ideas and preconceived ideas aside.
a. Even includes any preconceived “church of Christisms” we might believe (if you get my drift)!
b. Time has come for both sides to waive a white flag of truce - I will agree to lay aside my preconceived ideas if you will. Then let’s study the Bible together to see what it says!
c. I have no say in the matter of what I may say in the end – my sermon material is already prepared. I merely decide how I am going to present it and when.
d. Must speak as the “oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11) 
i. The World English Bible translates this phrase: If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God…”
ii. No preacher, not even the inspired apostle Peter has the right to introduce man-made doctrine to the word of God!
7. The major reason there is so much religious division is because many people are no longer willing to honestly, sincerely search the scriptures and submit to what they say.

Body: 
I. A Word About Bible Authority
A. We all need and use authority
1. Imagine a world without standards of weights and measures
2. Imagine a country w/o laws: Rules of road, speed limits, stop signs, no murder, stealing, etc.
3. Imagine communications without a standard for definitions: Webster’s Dictionary

B. What makes a Christian, a Christian?  
1. Some scoff when you mention the idea of Bible authority for all that we do in church. They reject the idea of speaking of  and doing things only as God Himself would have us to do them!
2. Want to cook? Recipe book teaches how to bake cake – whatever recipe says you must do
3. Want to be a lawyer? Go to law school, study books of law to become a lawyer; whatever law says, that’s what  you must follow
4. Want to become a Christian? Study the Bible! Whatever applies to us today…that you must do!
5. (If someone tells you that you can become one any other way you know they are wrong!)

C. The Bible itself teaches the need for authority…
1. The Pharisees recognized such a need…
a. (Mat 21:23) They asked Jesus, “By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”
b. Jesus explained why man must heed his teachings when He stated, “"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” (Mat. 28:18)
2. The first century church recognized the need for authority.
a. In Ac. 15 a doctrinal disagreement arose in the church over whether or not the gentiles had to be circumcised in order to be saved. 
b. After much consideration of this matter they were critical of those whom, they said, “have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, "You must be circumcised and keep the law" --to whom we gave no such commandment.” (Ac. 15:24)
i. The point that was being that the apostles, the elders, and the brethren…no one had received any revealed message from the Lord that indicated that the gentiles had to be circumcised.
ii. Since it was not part of the revealed word, they had no reason to teach or to bind this doctrine.
iii. Further, what can be learned from this is that man is no longer bound to keep the law of Moses, for under the old covenant a proselyte gentile would have been required to be circumcised. We learn from this passage that one cannot simply import commands from the old covenant and import them as binding doctrine into the new. 

D. Inspiration of scripture:
1. Jesus promised: "…when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13 NKJV)

2. Promise fulfilled: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…” (2 Timothy 3:16 NKJV)

3. That inspired word can save us (Jas. 1:21) and provides everything we need in order to live godly lives (2 Pet. 1:3).

4. We are going to be judged according to these inspired words (Jn. 12:47-48)

E. Three ways to establish authority (Jesus Used These):
1.) Direct Command (Mat. 15:4) 
2.) Approved example:
a. Jesus (Mat. 12:1-8)
b. Paul said to “walk” according to the example he set (Php. 3:17; Phil. 4:9; 1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Pet. 2:21)
3.) Inescapable Conclusion (Lk. 20:27-40)
a. Sadducees, who deny the resurrection, have a confrontation with Jesus
b. Jesus addresses the fallacy of their understanding. Jesus argues that there will be a resurrection based on 2 facts:
i. God is the God of the living, not the God of the dead.
ii. God is the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob
iii. Therefore there is a resurrection seeing that Abraham, Isaac & Jacob are alive!

F. The Law of Exclusion: “The statement or command to do something only authorizes the doing of that thing. The doing of all others is, in effect, forbidden.”
1. In other words, when we are told to do something, that only authorizes us to do that one thing.
2. Just as if you asked me to drop your car payment in the mail, that excludes the gas bill, the credit card payment, your letter to your aunt in Florida, etc.
3. And if you asked me to hand you your Bible that would exclude the song book in the pew, your neighbor’s Bible, etc.
4. When God told Noah to use “gopher wood” (Gen. 6:14) that automatically eliminated oak, pine, cedar, etc.
5. When Jesus commanded the apostles to “preach the gospel” (Mk. 16:15) that eliminated all other messages they could have taken into all the world. (It also eliminated every thought conceived by man since the gospel was given by God.)
6. When Paul commanded that we should be “buried with Him [Christ - MDM] in baptism” (Rom. 6:4) that eliminated all other modes of baptism that do not include a burial (sprinkling or pouring won’t cut it)
7. In other words, however God has specified we must do it in His word, that is how we must do it!

G. Generic vs. Specific Commands:
1. Some commands are generic, others are specific
2. A generic command does not specify some facts whereas a specific command does
3. As in the case before, if you ask me to hand you your Bible, that is a specific book…the Bible and it is a specific person’s Bible…it is YOUR Bible
4. On the other hand, if you simply asked me to hand you a book, any book would do (song book, Tom Sawyer, Dictionary)
5. Even if you asked for a Bible, ANY Bible would do. The TYPE of book was specific…a Bible but whose Bible was left open (my Bible, your Bible, some other Bible)
6. Generic and specific commands are found throughout the Bible
7. "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16 NKJV)
a. What must one do (specific) “believe and be baptized”
b. Where should one be baptized, Lord? He did not say. (generic command, could be a baptistery, lake, river, etc.)
H. Let’s apply some of these principles…

II. Where should the church meet?
A. (Heb. 10:23-27) Let’s notice some specifics and generics about this passage?
1. Must we meet? Yes. We are told not to forsake the gathering of ourselves together. To fail to do so is a sin.
2. Does it mention where we should meet? No.
3. Does it (or any other verse you can think of) limit us about how to acquire that place? Not to my knowledge). 
B. Where the church met:
C. It was in the temple area briefly (Ac. 2:46)
D. The first century church met in private homes (Ac. 12:12; 20:8; 1 Cor. 16:19; Rom. 16:5; Col. 4:15; Philem. 2) 
E. By a riverside (became the church there Ac. 16:13ff)
F. In the synagogue (speculative)?
1. First, the structure of the synagogue resembled the modern church building:
a. Sometimes stood while worshipping (Mat. 6:5)
b. They had seats for sitting (Mat. 23:6)
c. Some built with private funds (Lk. 7:5)
2. Secondly, Christians could be found in the synagogues, for Saul, when persecuting the church, looked in the synagogues for them (Ac. 9:2; 22:19; 26:11)
3. Third, the Jews in the synagogues would be accustomed to the teachings of Christ because He taught in them on multiple occasions (Mk. 1:21; Lk. 14:6; Jn. 18:20)
4. Paul himself taught there (Ac. 17:2; 19:8)
5. Other preachers taught there (Apollos) (Ac. 18:26)
6. Multiple examples of Jesus or the Apostles teaching there (Mat. 12:9; 13:54; Mk. 1:21; 3:1; 6:2; Lk. 4:16; 6:6; Jn. 6:59; Jn. 18:20; Ac. 13:14, 16, 42; 14:1; 17:10, 17; 18:4; etc.)
7. We know some who attended these synagogues were converted (Ac. 14:1)
8. The Gk. word “sunagoge” (soon-ag-o-gay‘) is translated “synagogue” (Mat. 12:9) and also is translated “assembly” when speaking of the gathering of the church (Jas. 2:2)
G. Unspecified locations (1 Cor. 11:22, 34)
H. The only place God requires us to worship Him is in our heart (Psa. 119:10-13)
I. Unlike the Old Covenant era, the church is no longer required to meet in a specific place such as the temple. Today, we can meet wherever the church decides to meet. But, as best as we can tell they almost always met in homes.

III. Why do your elders oversee the church?
A. Some churches have the preacher to oversee things…(no scripture)
B. Others have the board of deacons overseeing the local work (again, no scriptural authority)
C. Others appoint a pope to oversee all churches and other offices beneath the pope oversee dioceses, etc.
D. Some have a committee to oversee things or a board of directors
E. Men could imagine other forms
F. In the Bible, our Bishops (Elders Ac. 20:17 – always a plurality) are told to “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers…” (1 Pet. 5:2)
G. As part of the Bible pattern, then we see the elders overseeing the local church and the local church ONLY!
H. This eliminates all other parties.

IV. Why do you believe that women can’t be preachers?
A. Some have taken the position that women may preach the gospel to audiences just as I am now.
B. When people hear that we would not permit a woman to do so, often people react in shock and defense and think we are this way because:
1. We don’t like women
2. Male chauvinists are running the show
3. Old fashioned, traditions
4. We think women are incapable or inferior “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28 NKJV)
a. Women are not inferior to men but they are also not our equal
b. Does not mean that one is better than the other, it simply means that they are not created for the same purpose. Men are not better than women any more than
i. The regular plates are better than the fine china
ii. Work clothes are better than dress clothes
iii. A hammer is better than a screw driver
iv. Each has a different purpose in life!
5. None of these are true. Again, it boils down to what GOD says…not what the preacher wants or what you think ought to be done…our answer needs to come from the Bible.
C. What the Bible teaches:
1. God placed man, not woman, in a position of leadership (1 Cor. 11:2-3).
a. Generally true:
i. Must keep the traditions just as Paul delivered them…
ii. The head of every man is Christ, the head of every woman is man
iii. If you want to be mad at someone, be mad at God, not us
b. True in the home (Eph. 5:22-24)
i. Wives to submit to their husbands just as they would submit to the Lord (fully)
ii. Does not mean anything bad or negative, simply God’s design. Paul will go on to instruct husbands to love their wives.
2. Women are not permitted to teach men (1 Tim. 2:11—14)
a. Order of creation (Gen. 2:22-24)
b. First woman fell into transgression (Gen. 3:1-6; 16)
c. Taught & Practiced in the Church:
i. Elders are men (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9)
ii. Deacons are men (1 Tim. 3:8-13)
iii. Preachers are men
a.) Peter, apostles (Ac. 2-3)
b.) Paul (Ac. 13, 17)
c.) Stephen (Ac. 6)
d.) Phillip (Ac. 8)

3. Women are not to address the assembly (1 Cor. 14:34-35)
a. Silent – not total silence, only in the matters of public speaking; must sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) – this type of speaking permitted!
b. Silent in sense of being submissive, not over a man and not to address the assembly

V. Why don’t you worship using instruments?
A. Not because…
1. We don’t like it
2. We can’t afford it
3. Our tradition
B. Because the only way we ever read of worship in the New Testament appears to be strictly vocal
a. Remember, we are talking about what is done IN THE CHURCH, not some other setting (i.e. the Old Testament system of worship or Heaven)
b. Remember we cannot import those because the lord gave no such commandment!
2. So, what did he authorize? After the establishment of the church, the scriptures record:
a.  “singing hymns to God” (Ac. 16:25)
b. “sing hymns” (Rom. 15:9)
c. “sing with my spirit but I will also sing with my mind” (1 Cor. 14:15)
d. “Speak …with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs…sing and make melody in your heart” (Eph. 5:19)
e. “teach …one another with all wisdom…sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Col. 3:16)
f. Sing praises (Heb. 2:12)
g. Sacrifice of praise with the lips (Heb. 13:15)
h. “Sing songs of praise” (Jas. 5:13)

3. Of all passages found, the command is consistent…sing! (Show us a verse where God authorizes instrumental music in New Testament worship without a doubt and we will introduce the instrument.

VI. Why aren’t you more tolerant?
A. There are a lot of other topics we could address in our lesson which time will not permit.
B. Overall, people could simply ask why we are not more tolerant on these and other issues?
C. The first-century church (when it was doing what it should) did not tolerate sin in their midst
1. Preachers were told to “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:2-5 NKJV)

a. Timothy – a preacher Paul was instructing, to pass instructions along to the church
b. I cannot preach whatever I prefer…I am limited to whatever “the word” teaches
c. Not all doctrine is permitted…only “sound doctrine”
d. If I am not doing this, I am not fulfilling my ministry.

D. In Rom. 16:17-18
1. Paul warned, “I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. (Romans 16:17-18 NKJV)
2. Not all doctrines are equal. 
a. Note it is not to avoid all teachers who cause divisions (teaching the truth can cause divisions as well…it did for Jesus) but to not those who teach “contrary to the doctrine” they had learned.
b. The original doctrine they were given was all that was permissible!

Conclusion:
1. I believe I can speak for most of us here when I say that we don’t like to tell other people they need to make changes in their lives or we cannot extend fellowship to them.
2. They might be nice people and easy to get along with…
3. …but don’t you see, God and His word are our first and highest priority.
4. We care about you, but there is no one we love more than the Lord and if He says we cannot tolerate sin, we cannot tolerate sin. 
5. If He tells us to believe, work, or worship in a particular way then that’s what we must do…
6. …to ask us to do otherwise is to ask us to place our eternal soul in danger and to turn a blind eye to you and not to beg you to leave your sins so that you are not in danger of Hell!
7. There are a lot of things that might be tolerated somewhere else but that does not make them right…what God’s word says makes a thing either right or wrong.

Invitation:
1. Even in matters of salvation, I would love to offer you to be saved however you wish, but again, I cannot do that…
2.  The word of God says: H-B-R-C-B-LR
3.  God does not permit me to tell you anything other than that
4. If you want a salvation you know you can believe in because God said to be saved this way then let us know before you leave this building.

Concluding Remarks:
1. Thank you all for your attendance this week
2. Remember, that I am always available for Bible study or talk, you are invited to worship at the Orleans congregation any time you get a chance to stop by. 
3. Remember that just because the meeting draws to a close should not mean that our work is done. At th
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