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“Facing Reality”

Information
Scripture Reading: Mat. 25:31-34
Accompanying Song: “There’s a Great Day Comning”; “Why Not Tonight?”
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Hell\FacingReality.docx

Introduction:
I. Consider words of song, “Why not tonight?”
A. Reasons given:
1. Word departs – for some in one ear out other
2. Close thine eyes – some do not want to accept truth
3. Hardened hearts – stubborn refusal

B. The question – why not now? For those who refuse – beyond all logic!

II. Devices the Lord uses to draw us to Him
A. Longing for Heaven

B. Fear of Hell

C. Which (if either) will move you to do Lord’s will?

Body
I. If you are in denial, come out of it!
A. Much of world refuses to know both sides of God
1. One hand, God of love
2. Other hand, God of justice

B. Many know only the God of love
1. Believe/practice many things - no biblical basis for whatsoever – dangerous (deadly) occupation
2. Believe a loving God would not send what they view to be a “good person” to Hell
3. Lukewarm toward warnings of Hell

C. The God of the Bible says, “…be zealous and repent.” (Rev. 3:19)
a. God will send some to Hell (Mat. 10:28) “do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”; would not be warned of if not an impossibility
b. If we choose not to repent, Hell awaits us (Lk. 13:3) “…unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”! 
c. Reality check for you and I!

II. The Judgment Awaits Us
A. (Mat. 25:32-33, 46 = disobedient 46) "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. "And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. (Matthew 25:32-33 NKJV)

"And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." (Matthew 25:46 NKJV)


B. (Rom. 2:2-3) No one will escape the judgment of God
But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? (Romans 2:2-3 NKJV)

C. Question: Will you be ready? How can you be certain?
1. One chance to make decision…no second chances
2. Not a decision to take lightly nor base upon your “I think sos”

III. Hell: A Reality
A. Illust.
1. When we have question we are not qualified to answer, we consult professional; someone who knows; experience
a. Automotive – mechanic
b. Health – Dr. 
c. Taxes – accountant
d. Legal – lawyer
e. If you had problems w/any of these (if you are wise) you would not attempt to fix these things yourself!

2. Why then, do some, when faced with question of religious nature (eternal consequences) feel as though we can answer w/a guess; equivalent to performing brain surgery on self

B. Some question the reality of such a place
1. You and I not qualified on our own to answer affirmative or negative
2. One man had direct knowledge – Jesus (only one to come from spirit realms and describe to us

C. Hell described by our Lord:
1. Why? Hell is described in most frightening terms – not the place you want to be (Mk. 9:42-48)!
2. Jesus reiterates – emphasis so you don’t miss this!
3. (Mat. 8:12) Further dark, dismal, frightening verses – picture Lord trying to paint = one of complete horror!
4. Why does Jesus scare us? Jesus does not want you to go there – (Mat. 5:29-30) go to any extreme necessary to avoid

D. Sadly, some leave impression that they will wait until their death to settle matters w/God
1. (Ac. 17:30) “"Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent”
2. (2 Cor. 6:2) “…now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
a. (cf. Phil. 2:12) “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”
b. Time to work these matters out = NOW!

IV. Hell: To Be Feared
A. “danger” of Hell fire (Mat. 5:22)
1. Mat. 13 compares separation of the righteous as separation of wheat from tares
2. Likewise will be separation on day judgment (Mat. 13:39-44)
a. Fire: one of things man fears most
b. Vivid picture: imagine being carried away as angels do bidding of Lord

B. Be afraid. VERY AFRAID (Isa. 33:14)
1. “Who among us” – some sitting here right now this may be eternal reality for you!
2. Everlasting!

C. Fear = powerful motivator
1. Many spend their lives in fear of men
a. Fear of what they might think
b. What they might do/what could happen
2. Forget what men could do; Insignificant when compared

D. We should be motivated through proper godly fear (Heb. 10:30-31); The Lord WILL Judge us – no escaping it

E. Unfortunate so many people do not have proper attitude about this subject: Illust.
1. If someone told you house on fire, smoke was filling room and temp. rising you would not say, “Don’t bother me now. I am too busy. I will worry about it later.”
2. Yet few are even interested enough to read Bibles 15 min. day – too busy (in essence, saying, “Don’t bother me now. I am too busy. I will worry about it later!”)

F. I fear I am not firey enough preacher on this matter
1. House on fire, people shout “FIRE! FIRE!”
2. Preaching on dangers of Hellfire I fear the calls from pulpit sound more like “Danger of Hell. Danger of Hell.”

G. Some people speak of Hell as though a joke
1. “Highway to Hell” – popular song by AC/DC
a. No stop signs, speed limit, nobody’s gonna slow me down…”I’m on a highway to Hell”
b. Sung
2. If we truly comprehended what eternity in Hell were like we would lose sleep at night
a. Spend countless hours studying, working for Lord, praying…
b. Doing everything in power to make certain it is not our destination
c. Do everything to assure those we love had every opportunity to avoid it as well
d. Funerals for every non-Christian would become infinitely sadder in our understanding
e. Questions commonly grappled with – answers would suddenly be crystal clear
(1.) Should I watch the movie w/a just little profanity?
(2.) Will pornography or the innocent flirt with someone else really hurt?
(3.) Does it really matter what music I listen to?
(4.) If I sin once, but repent later, it will be all right, won’t it?
(5.) If I have unbelieving friends who could weaken my faith, that is really not important, is it?
(6.) Just a casual drink now and then, God won’t mind, will He?

H. Have we lost the concept of Hell so much that we no longer fear it enough to redirect our choices and influence our actions?

V. Hell awaits you!
A. Statement should frighten – after all, true

B. Jude 6 “reserved”

C. “God wouldn’t do that, would He?”
1. He has, and will again (2 Pet. 2:4); did it to His own angels who had, no doubt, served Him faithfully at one time
2. (Mat. 25:41) 	
a. Hell already there. 
b. God never intended for you to go
c. Originally prepared for devil and angels
d. Yet Christ states that God will use this place of punishment for all who rebel and refuse to obey truth 
3. How could God do such a thing? Because when we sin, we make ourselves just like the devil whom Hell was prepared for (1 Jn. 3:8; 1 Jn. 8:43-44)
a. If we are not following the Lord…
b. Not obeying every command…
c. (Heb. 11:6) Not diligently seeking Him…
d. Then Hell = your future mailing address
e. Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you.” Where will He prepare your place?

VI. Hell is Eternal!
A. All that we have described of Hell:
1. Fire
2. Pain (Gnashing of teeth)
3. Darkness
4. Separation from God

B. Eternity: concept difficult to grasp for humans
1. Our bad days – always tomorrow
2. Poor health – expect to heal; even terminal - small chance of medical mistake or breakthrough
3. Failure – second chance
4. Break law – usually a chance for release/parole
5. Not so once in Hell
a. Heaven described as everlasting day
b. Hell, in it’s darkness could be equally described as everlasting night

C. Mat. 25:41 describes Hell as an “everlasting fire”
1. No hope
2. No second chance
3. No optimism that tomorrow will be better than today
4. Only horror that you made the one mistake that once it comes to fruition, can never be undone
5. No appeal system
6. No chance for apologies
7. Condition sealed
8. Pain and terror will last forever

VII. The Way of Escape
A. Must not allow ourselves to be lukewarm toward God

B. Must be “on fire” for Him to escape the clutches of Hell

C. We judge ourselves (Jn. 12:48)

Conclusion:
I. We cannot afford to be lukewarm (cf. Phil. 2:12)!
II. Too much at stake!

Invitation:
I. Still unworried/unconvinced? 

II. Hell will come as a shock to many!
A. They never imagined this could happen to THEM (Mat. 7:18-27)!
1. If someone tells you action/works or obedience are not required to be saved, brethren do not believe them
2. Devil working through them trying to confuse, trick and deceive!

B. Not going to be enough to tell the Lord you were at church each time the doors were open – must be obedient to everything
1. Improving, growing
2. Repenting where falling short – show fruits worthy of repentance
3. Change where you are lacking!

C. Make certain that you are not among the confident mentioned in Mat. 7…the confident yet shocked and horrified!

D. Just like the song says, “Tomorrow’s sun may never rise to bless thy long deluded sight. This is the time O then be wise, be saved, O tonight.”
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