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“Keeping the Passover”
(Ex. 12; 1 Cor. 5:6-8)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 27, 2011
Scripture Reading: Heb. 10:8-18
Accompanying Song: #198 “Power In the Blood”
Subject: The Passover
Objective: To demonstrate the parallels between the first Passover and Christ as our Passover and to show the significance behind this meaning.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Old Testament Sermons\2_Exodus\Ex12_1Cor5_6-8KeepingthePassover.docx

Introduction:
1. Bible like mining for gold 
a. See picture of a cave – rich vein of gold running through it. 
b. Such a lost is said to exist in Josaphine county in Oregon.
i. Discovered once by a German mineralogist turned prospector named Carl Miller in 1878
ii. Woke one morning to find mule missing
iii. Knew his mule loved huckleberries so he headed for nearest huckleberry patch to his camp
iv. As he tried tracking the mule it began to rain
v. He took shelter in a nearby cave; to his amazement and excitement he found a cave filled with rich veins of gold ore.
vi. He knew the area well, so he did not make a map of the location
vii. He filled his hat with ore he had broken off. Just this hat full sold for $4,984.00
viii. He returned to the area and searched and searched. He never found his cave again. 
ix. He eventually came down with tuberculosis and was placed in a rest home where he died.
c. Bible is just like a mining – has many veins of gold, some we have never discovered before
d. You may run out of one vein…
e. Keep digging and another vein lies behind the next layer of rock
f. Bible like a limitless mine of gold limited only to the depth you are willing to dig.
g. The more you read the Bible, the more astonished with it I become.
h. Though you may read it a hundred times, you may meditate upon it or read it anew and discover a new vein of thought.
i. Amazed, I think to myself how wonderful that I never saw this before.
j. When I discover things like this I am amazed that as many times I have been down the proverbial mine shaft of the Bible…the more I learn the more I realize I do not understand!
2. In our lesson I want to draw your attention to a rich vein of thought. 
3. A lesson so rich that I, as a speaker, feel unqualified to do it justice.
4. One of the most beautiful parallels in the Bible is that of Jesus as our Passover Lamb.
5. Title: Keeping the Passover
6. It is that thought that I would like to share with you.
7. Passover" (pasach) means "to pass over; to spread the wings over, to spare; preserve; protecting." 
a. Historical meaning of word looks back to a time when the Lord Yahweh spared His people from the angel of death.
b. When Paul wrote of Christ being “our Passover” (1 Cor. 5:7-8)he was describing Jesus as a type of the Lamb of God--Christ our Passover.

Body: 
I. Background to the Passover
A. Before one can fully appreciate the Passover story, one must come to understand the condition of the Hebrew people before the Passover.

B. Israel Oppressed
1. Hebrews Move to Egypt (Gen. 45:17-20): Egypt – Hebrews came to live when Joseph’s family fled there to survive a famine
2. A New Pharaoh (Ex. 1:8): tells us that “there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.”
3. Israel Enslaved (Ex. 1:11): From that time onward the Hebrew people were enslaved; records that the Egyptians “set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens.”
4. As Affliction Increased, Jews Increase In Number (Ex. 1:12): The more the number of Hebrew people increased, the harder Pharaoh’s hand came against them.
5. Infanticide (Ex. 1:16):Pharaoh, intent on keeping this race of people subdued, instilled a law of infanticide, killing every one of their newborn male babies.
6. Affliction as Slaved Continues (Ex. 12:40): They were beaten, oppressed and served as slaves in Egypt for 430 years 

C. Helpless cries heard (Ex. 2:23-24). Their helpless cries were heard by God. He determined to deliver His people from bondage.
D. Enslaved Israel Made Free By Moses (Ex. 3:10; 12:31) They served as slaves under extreme bondage until Moses, chosen by God delivered them out of Egypt (Ex. 3:10; 12:31)
1. As Christians we share the same spiritual deliverance from Egypt
a. Christ, 2nd Moses 
i. Moses foretold such a one like him would come (Dt. 18:15)
ii. Moses: a type of Christ in O.T. (Ac. 7:37)
iii. Christ Died for Us, Delivering Us From Sin (1 Cor. 15:3)
b. Peter remarked of those who were “slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.” (2 Pet. 2:19)
c. Before Christ sets you free you find yourself just like Hebrew slaves, working in the hot brick-kilns of sin; laboring to build things in this world you will never keep as your own.
d. Spend our lives building, just as the Hebrews built the cities of Pithom and Ramses (Ex. 1:11); we spend our lives chasing after worldly riches and pleasures, amassing worldly goods that we will not take with us. The wise man was correct when he said, “As he came from his mother's womb, naked shall he return, To go as he came; And he shall take nothing from his labor Which he may carry away in his hand. (Ecclesiastes 5:15)
e. We cannot deliver ourselves through any amount of worldly effort. Like Israel, helpless, hopeless; only hope is to cry out to God and beg for His merciful grace!
f. When the word of God was obeyed from the heart it struck a blow to sin – a blow more powerful than the night God killed all of Egypt’s firstborn – a blow that set us free from our sins!

E. Paul Encouraged Us to Keep the Passover (1 Cor. 5:6-8) Intent of this lesson to strive to understand what he meant when he mentioned that Christ, our Passover was crucified for us.
F. Many parallels between the Passover and Christ – many are important to us!

II. Christ & Passover
A. A Lamb
1. Original (Ex. 12:5) “a lamb” 
2. Christ 
a. Lamb: no creature could better represent the perfect, holy, harmless and undefiled (white [color of purity]) Son of God. 
b. Just as Jesus submitted Himself to the be slaughtered at the hands of wiclked men, the lamb also an gentle, harmless and mild animal that seemed incapable of causing harm or injury.
c. Lamb: an animal that gives its coat to clothe us and its own life to feed us.
d. (Jn. 1:36) At the time of Jesus’ baptism John remarked, "Behold the Lamb of God!”

B. Male
1. Original (Ex. 12:5) “a male” 
2. Christ (Mat. 1:21) a Passover Son "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."

C. Without Spot/Blemish: The Best Sacrifice Had to Be Offered
1. Original (Ex. 12:5) “lamb shall be without blemish” 
2. Christ (Heb. 5:9) “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”
a. Jesus perfect, even from birth: unblemished, born of virgin Mary, begotten by God, Holy Ghost Himself, 
b. Perfect in limitless power
c. Perfect in knowledge which guide us through life - perfect
d. Lived a life tempted in all points as we, yet w/o taint of sin
e. Even His words for eternal life are perfect
f. Can any man find fault in our savior?
g. Best,  sinless, perfect sacrifice offered for us

D. Slain
1. Original (Ex. 12:6) “Israel shall kill it”; Passover lamb slain
2. Christ (Rev. 5:6-7) “Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David… stood a Lamb as though it had been slain”
a. God commands that the Lamb would be slain: bloody, horrific act – you see what was done to this lamb to save you
b. John sees into heavenly realm the figure of Christ – depicted as a Lamb that had been slain
c. This Lamb only one worthy in all of Heaven worthy to open the scroll
d. We could have been told that Jesus loved us, but He demonstrated just how much…so loved by God that we are told that He gave His only Son and so loved by Jesus that we are told that He went willingly, “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth.” (Ac. 8:34)

E. Killed in a Discreet Manner
1. Original (Ex. 12:6) “the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it”; killed at twilight, or sunset, in dark, unbeknown to Egyptians
2. Christ 
a. (Lk. 22:2) “the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him”; Plotted to kill Him secretly

F. No Bones Broken
1. Original (Ex. 12:46) “nor shall you break one of its bones”; No bone could be broken during process
2. Christ (Jn. 19:33-36) “they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs…these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken."; Not a bone broken during crucifixion; fulfillment of prophecy (Psa. 34:20)
a. Some criminals were as in case of other two criminals crucified w/Him (Jn. 19:32-33, 36)
b. Common for Romans to execute by sword as in case of John who was beheaded (Mk. 6:25)
c. Yet scripture fulfilled – not a bone of Christ broken

G. In Prime of Its Life
1. Original (Ex. 12:5) “of the first year”; Yearling; not sick, aged or weak – sacrificed in prime of its life
2. Christ (Lk. 3:23 ) “Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age” 
a. Jesus began ministry at age 30; crucified when just 34 – in prime of His life
b. Even full of life to the point of His death – scriptures even mention how he cried out w/a loud voice before He breathed His last
c. If Jesus gave up His life when He was in the prime of His life, should not every person who is in their youth give their life in dedicated service to Him?
d. If He gave it all to me, should I not devote my whole self entirely to His service. To give him all of my body, soul , spirit, time and talent and lay it all on the altar to serve Him?
e. Seeing all that He gave up for me, is He not worth giving up every sin and vice from my life?

H. Innocent Substitute for All
1. Original (Ex. 12:3) “every man shall take for himself a lamb”
a. Passover Lamb each man took a man “for himself”; lamb not sacrificed for it’s own wrongs, but offered as a substitute – on behalf of others
b. Passover Lamb – unless this lamb is killed, the wrath of the Lord will come upon your home, killing the firstborn son
2. Christ 
a.  (Jn. 1:29) “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”; Offered Himself not for any sins of His own, but for the “sin of the world”

I. Had to Be Applied to Be Affective – Homes Without Blood: Firstborn Killed – Provided Protection from Wrath of God
1. Original (Ex. 12:12-13) “the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”; Homes w/o blood on doorposts and lintel suffered loss of firstborn 
2. Christ 	
a. (Heb. 9:22-24) “And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us”
b. (Col. 1:14) “we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
c. No Uncircumcised Person Could Eat It
i. Original (Ex. 12:48) “"And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it.”; Not offered to those who were not circumcised; offered to circumcised Jew; Offered to circumcised gentile but a stranger/foreigner not permitted
ii. Christ 
a.) (Rom. 2:29) “he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart”
b.) (Rom. 6:17) “you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.”
c.)  Blood of Christ only benefits those who are circumcised in the heart today (that is, obedient to His commands)
3. Those w/o atoning blood of Christ sprinkled upon them – lost eternally
4. One who does not have atoning blood of Christ cannot enter the kingdom of God!

J. Meal Was an Everlasting Memorial
1. Original (Ex. 12:14, 17) v. 14 “his day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.” And again v. 17 “you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance.”
a. Before the Hebrew People Leave, the Passover is Instituted; an everlasting ordinance
b. Imagine this memorial:
i. Father explained to his children the reason he had to kill the Passover Lamb…
ii. Solemn night to be remembered to pass this story on to remind their children of their ancestors’ exodus from Egypt, explaining that this is the night that God delivered us!
c. God could have merely sent His people out of land; He chose to memorialize this for all generations that we might learn
2. Christ 
a. Continues to This Day (1 Cor. 5:7-8) “indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast”
b. (1 Cor. 11:23-25)
i. “He…took bread…He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
ii. “He also took the cup…This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
iii. L.S. – a memorial to remember Christ; we will practice until His return
3. Memorial of what?
a. How Christ gave His body to free us from the bondage of sin
b. Man: Slave of sin (Rom. 6:16) “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?”
c. Memorial of death of Christ, a death which frees those who are freed through His blood from sin (Rom. 8:2) “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”
d. Parallel to leaving bondage in Egypt 
i. Place where they served, building cities for Pharaoh they would never inherit (Ex. 1:11)
ii. Yet man without Christ still in bondage – not to taskmaster in Egypt but serving self, the flesh, sin


III. Significance of the Passover
A. God Saves Those Who Have Blood of Passover Lamb On Doorway (Ex. 12:22-23) “take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.” – Means 2 Things:
1. Only those with blood on homes saved as the Lord passed over those who had the blood over their doorways “none of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning. For the LORD will pass through to strike…”
2. Reverence For Blood Required (Ex. 12:22) “on the lintel and on the two doorposts”
a. Placed on lentil, doorposts, but not on threshold (floor) that the blood not be trampled underfoot
b. Reverence For Blood of Christ Required Today (Heb. 10:29) “how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?”
c. When We Remember Christ, Our Passover Today (1 Cor. 11:27-29) “Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.”
3. Point: Not enough:
a. To believe in Jesus
b. To be identified as a Christian 
c. To say “I think myself to be a good person because I go to worship regularly.” “I am kind and well-behaved before men.”
d. Say to yourself, “I believe I will be saved.”
e. You can feel as righteous as you like, but if you do not have the blood you are lost, lost , lost!
4. Those who do not have the blood and show their honor and reverence for what God has done for them – benefit them nothing!

B. Summary (What does this shadow mean to you?):
1. The Lord offered His only Son, an innocent, perfect, sinless Son in the prime of His life as a sacrifice for you – the very best He could have offered!
2. The atoning blood of Jesus, our Passover makes the possibility for your sins possible.
3. The Lord intended us to remember it – instituted the Lord’s Supper to remember His Son, our Passover sacrificed for us! Wanted you to remember it, not forget it or take it for granted.
a. A time when those who are saved remember Christ, our Passover Lamb, allows the wrath of God to pass over us – takes our sins upon Himself!
b. Also a time for the sinner to be reminded: without his blood there is no hope!
4. Illust.
a. Once a foreign land where a poor man worked a small plot of ground to provide for his family.
b. Life was hard, but he earned enough to barely get by.
c. One summer was particularly hard on the farmer. A drought destroyed his crops.
d. Without money from his harvest to purchase seed for the following year the farmer was without hope. He had two choices: Lose his land and watch his family starve or borrow the money
e. Went to town to borrow the money but the local banks all refused. He did not know what to do.
f. He decided to borrow from a wealthy landowner. Landowner agreed, but if money not repaid, he would not only lose his land, but his family would be taken as slaves – as for his fate (uncertain)
g. On his way home he heard a yell for help coming from a nearby field - saw a man - horse had run headlong into quicksand
h. As horse struggled to free itself, it pulled both he and his rider (whose boot was caught in the stirrup) deeper and deeper into the quagmire
i. The farmer quickly ran, got a rope and threw it over a tree branch to free the man; after much work he was able to free his horse.
j. The man thanked the farmer; wanted to pay him but the farmer refused
k. Year went by; severe drought continued throughout the land
l. Nothing the farmer could do to either produce a crop or earn an income to pay off his debt to the landowner
m. He approached the landowner, his knees trembling, begging for forgiveness, he had nothing to repay his debts with
n. Landowner had the right to take his land, his family, and his life! In this country it was legal for creditors to put to death those who relinquished on debts 
o. About the time the landowner was ready to announce his decision to the poor farmer, the landowner’s son entered the room.
p. Immediately the landowner’s son and the farmer recognized one another. Though they had not known one another a year ago, it had been the landowner’s son that the farmer had rescued from the quagmire.
q. When the son learned about the situation, the son offered to pay his father for the farmer’s debt!
r. The father forgave the debt for what the farmer had done to save his son.
s. In one sense we are like the son sinking in the quagmire, we cannot save ourselves.
t. In another we are like the farmer we are without hope of repaying the debt that we owe to God because of our sins. 
u. And like the landowner’s son, Christ paid the debt for us that we could not pay.
v. We Were Without Hope Without Christ (Eph. 2:12)

Conclusion:
1. Keep the Passover! How? Ask Paul (1 Cor. 5:7-8)
A. Purge out old leaven (sin)
B. Keep the feast by eating the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth!
C. 
Invitation:
1. Some here tonight who know Christ as their Passover
a. They have been sanctified by his blood and on the day of judgment they will escape the just wrath of God just as the Hebrews escaped the wrath of angel of death
b. Only reason they escape the death and eternity in Hell that they deserve is because of the blood of Christ, our Passover Lamb who was offered for us!
2. One more parallel: Eat it in Haste (Ex. 12:11) “thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste.”
i. If the physical bondage in Egypt is later revealed to symbolize slavery to sin…
ii. The clear lesson for us is to rid sin from your life immediately…do not wait!
3. If you do not have Him as your saving Passover Lamb…
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