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“Does the Old Testament Authorize Instrumental Music in Worship?”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 23, 2011
Scripture Reading: Psa. 150
Accompanying Song: #176 “Standing On the Promises”
Subject: See Title
Objective: To offer the Biblical answer to those who would claim that instrumental music is acceptable in worship to God today based upon their appearance in the O.T.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Music_In_Worship\DoesOTAuthorizeInstMusicinWorship.docx

Introduction:
1. Some people try to justify use of instrumental music in N.T. worship by claiming “It was permitted, even commanded in the Old Testament.”
 
2. Let me begin by saying: 
a. Completely understand why someone may have drawn such a conclusion.
b. I believe most people who would use this line of reasoning have pure intentions – I do not judge their motives.
c. But such reasoning is misguided!
d. We cannot accept such a conclusion.

3. Some people, even Christians have made statements to me in the past that indicate some do not fully understand that we are not under the law of Moses and the O.T. cannot be used to establish doctrine by itself.
a. Have heard of people becoming upset when they heard of someone working on Sunday because they felt that it was the “Christian Sabbath.”
b. Some have stated that they felt that the collection for the saints we gather on the first day of the week was a modern form of tithing.
c. Some have argued that the Jews are still God’s chosen people.
d. Some burn incense in their worship services.
e. Some have argued for the right to divorce non-Christians base upon the story in Ezra 10 where the Jews were instructed to put away their foreign wives who were not lawful for them to have.

4. Our lesson will demonstrate that the Old Testament has its purpose, but it is NOT to establish doctrine under the new covenant.

5. This lesson will demonstrate why we cannot reason that we may do something (inst. Music or anything else) simply because it is found in the O.T.
a. Purpose of worship – to bring man closer in his relationship to God
b. As this lesson will demonstrate, reasoning that we can do something because it was done so under the law of Moses will actually damage our relationship with God, not draw us closer!

6. Can we use instrumental music in worship to God? [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #2 (Title Slide)
a. In order to discover the answer, we must examine a much more broad topic.
b. We must ask whether or not we are still under any of the covenant of the Old Testament.

Body: 
I. Instruments Were Used In the Old Testament
A. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #3 Used in the Old Testament 
1. (2 Sam. 6:5;2)
2. (Chr. 29:25)
3. (Psa. 81:1-4)
4. (Psa. 150) 

B. Argument granted.

C. However, just because instruments were used in O.T. does that grant us permission to use them today? Let us consider…
II. We Are Not Governed by the Law of Moses
A. Instruments in O.T. were used when Israel was under the law of Moses.

B. The Real Answer about why we cannot practice instrumental music or anything else found in the O.T. w/o N.T. authorization: We are not under the old covenant/law of Moses 
1. Law was never intended to be permanent; things associated with the O.T. covenant were “imposed” only [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #4  “until the time of reformation” (Heb. 9:10)
2. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 5 (Rom. 10:4)
3. (Col. 2:14-17) 
4. (Gal. 3:23-25) 
5. (Eph.2:14-15)

C. The entire O.T. was considered the law by Jews
1. Some say that the death of Christ annulled the law (Mat. 5:17) but Christ said nothing of annulling the prophets or the psalms. Not true.
2. Psalms part of the law:
a. In [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #6 Jn.10:34 Jesus quotes from Psa. 82:6 when he states “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said you are gods’?” According to Jesus Himself, psalms were part of the law.
b. The argument was made that Jesus was wrong, that the Christ could not die. They reasoned, "we have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever” (Jn. 12:34). They were making their argument from “the law” found in Psa. 110:4
c. "…this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' (Jn. 15:25) This is a direct quote from Psa. 35:19 which says, “who hate me without a cause.”

D. The purpose of the law:
1. We should not leave wrong impression – we are not saying O.T. without value or merit – ABSOLUTELY NOT!
2. The Law was a tutor; Lead to Christ [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #7 (Gal. 3:23, 25)
3. Once it did that, it fulfilled it’s purpose
4. Still dooes that for men today – teaching us the foundational principles we need in order to understand the gospel:
a. W/O O.T. how could we understand so many things about the N.T.?
b. How could we understand why Christ had to be sacrificed for us without knowledge of the O.T. sacrificial system?
c. How could we make sense of the NT when it refers to Jesus as our High Priest, or calls us a priesthood who are required to offer ourselves a living sacrifice through the ages?
d. What sense would the words like “Christ” or “Immanuel” or “Messiahh” and “Abraham’s seed” mean to us today if it were not for the understanding of the O.T. to help us?
e. How would we make any sense of what Paul said when he mentions, “he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.” (Rom. 2:29)
f. Countless other examples.
5. But once it brought us to Christ, we continue with the covenant under Christ, not the covenantal system under the Law of Moses!

E. Since we are no longer under the law of Moses, including the Psalms, those who seek to establish New Testament doctrine while citing old covenant passages are akin to a lawyer who would come into our modern court system and argue his case based upon the British laws we were all under before America won her independence. Those laws were for another era as are the laws of the old covenant system of things. 

III. Even in O.T. They Were Never Used on Sabbath Days or Holy Days, Days of Worship
A. Real questions exist about whether or not God EVER intended to be worshipped by them.

B. Not used not used on Sabbath days or holy days, days of worship:
1. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #8 For personal praise (1 Kgs. 4:32)
2. Connected with purification and animal sacrifices during rededication ceremonies (2 Chr. 29-30:1-21)
3. Never for congregational worship:
a. "Playing on musical instruments is prohibited on Sabbaths and holy days, and even to engage a non-Jew to play for Jews on Sabbath is considered a 'shebut' or disturbance of the Sabbath rest." (Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IX, p. 432, quoted by Kurfees, Instrumental Music). 
b. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #9 "…music, except at marriage ceremonies, is generally prohibited, in token of mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem." (Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IX, p. 432, quoted by Kurfees, Instrumental Music). 
c. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #10 "It is still banned by rigid adherents to old ways; but in ordinary conservative congregations it is unhesitatingly employed at weddings and other services on week days" (Isadore Singer, Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 134).

C. Whether or not God ever wanted instrumental music in the worship at all (even in the Old Testament) is questionable at best:
1. David brought the worship into the O.T. system of worship, not God [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 11 (Am. 6:5). Several woes of Amos 6 against Israel. Among them is a ”woe” in verse five which says, [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 12-13 “Who sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments, And invent for yourselves musical instruments like David.”
2. Adam Clarke: "I believe that David was not authorized by the Lord to introduce that multitude of musical instruments into the divine worship of which we read; and I am satisfied that his conduct in this respect is most solumnly reprehended by this prophet: and I farther believe that the use of some instruments of music, in the Christian Church, is without the sanction and against the will of God; that they are subversive of the spirit of true devotion, and that they are sinful. If there was a woe to them who invented instruments of music, as did David under the law, is there no woe, no curse, to them who invent them, and introduce them into the worship of God in the Christian Church. I am an old man, and an old minister, and I here declare that I never knew them productive of any good in the worship of God; and have reason to believe that they were productive of much evil. Music, as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This is the abuse of music; and here I register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the Author of Christianity. The late venerable and most eminent divine, John Wesley, who was a lover of music, and an elegant poet, when asked his opinion of instruments of music being introduced into the chapels of the Methodists said, in his terse and powerful manner, ‘I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen.’ I say the same, though I think the expense of purchase had better be spared." (Adam Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 686)

3. The orders to add instruments in worship came as an order from David [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 14 “David gave orders to the chief of the Levites to put their brothers the music-makers in position, with instruments of music, corded instruments and brass, with glad voices making sounds of joy.”(1 Chr. 15:16-28)

4. God even makes David take the credit for the invention in these words: [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 15 “…and four thousand praised the LORD with musical instruments, "which I made," said David "for giving praise." (1 Chronicles 23:5 NKJV) With that confession made from David’s lips God warned the prophet Amos to warn all who want to undertake to blend vocal songs with instrumental accompaniment to the worship of God. All who offer such service to God rest under the woe of divine censure. The trumpets that God authorized were only for sounding an alarm or assembly, nothing more. 

5. It would seem that God did not desire it, but did tolerate it.

IV. Law Never Given to Gentiles
A. One cannot be governed by something that was never given to them to follow in the first place; silly argument for Gentile to argue that they need to keep THE LAW OF THE JEWS

B. I have oft heard brethren teach on this subject (I am guilty as well), saying “We are no longer under the law of Moses.”
1. Misstatement
2. WE (Gentiles or any person alive today) have EVER BEEN under the law of Moses!

C. Limited to only one nation [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 16 (Eph. 2:11-14)

D. Law of Moses never given to Gentiles; therefore has never applied to Gentiles – why not required to be circumcised (Ac. 15)
1. Council was gathered at Jerusalem w/elders and it was determined that the Gentiles would not be instructed to be circumcised.
2. Why? [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 17 (Ac. 15:24) No such commandment ever given.
a. Law obviously did not apply to Gentiles or else they would need to be circumcised 
b. Point: If we are to bind any part of O.T. law today, we need a commandment in NT to show such a practice continues under new covenant

E. To force instrumental music is to cause to make Gentile Judiize. Galatians 2:14 – Why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?  

V. O.T. Shadows
A. Jesus our High Priest
1. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 18 (Heb. 8:4-6)
2. Notice vs. 5 – those things of O.T. – the tabernacle served only as a shadow of heavenly things

B. Symbolism of the Tabernacle
1. In the O.T. foreshadowed several things to come:
2. The tabernacle was a type (foreshadowing) of the church (Heb. 9 emphasis on v. 24)
3. Instruments were used there, but notice when the instruments stopped [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 19 (2 Chr. 29:27-30)
a. V.27 – “when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel.”
b. V.28 - “So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.”
c. According to the Talmud, animal sacrifices could not be made in the absence of instrumental music. The lack of instrumental music invalidated the sacrifice.
d. The point is this: if the tabernacle is a type (or foreshadow) of the church and the music continued until the burnt offering was finished. Once it was finished- no more instrument or singing combined.
e. V. 30 – now that the sacrifice is done, there is only singing!
f. The symbolism: Christ was our sacrifice. Just as worship with musical accompaniment continued in the tabernacle until the sacrifice was finished, so also did worship with the instrument continue until Chris, our sacrifice finished His mission by dying on the cross, thus fulfilling man’s obligation to the law [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 20 (cf. Mat. 5:17; Jn. 19:30;)
g. To return to instrumental music is a move toward returning to animal sacrifices!
h. The sin and atonement sacrifices were anticipatory of the coming of the Messiah.
i. When Jesus was sacrificed, it put an end to the need for all of the sacrifices under the old covenant [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 21 (Heb. 10:10-16; Colossians 3:16, Ephesians 5:19-20).
j. If those animal sacrifices were done away with, then so was the instrumental music in worship that was so inseparably tied to it.
k. Now we are left with a new temple and a new sacrifice; Jesus is our offering
l. The thank offering is also the fruit of our lips (Heb. 13:10-16; Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19-20)
m. People under the old covenant were reconciled to God through their sacrifices. We are reconciled to Him through ours [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 22 (Heb. 13:15).
n. God wants the fruit of our lips because the temple, Jerusalem, animal sacrifice and instrumental music with it are all things of the past.
o. Since animal sacrifices are a thing of the past since Christ died for our sins, singing with the fruit of our lips as a “thank sacrifice” is appropriate.
C. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #23 Review Slide

VI. Dangers of Returning to the Law of Moses (Why This is So Important)
A. Remember…
1. What Paul said [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 24 (Gal. 5:3)
2. And what James said (Jas. 2:10)

B. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #25 Weaknesses of the Law of Moses:
1. Did not take away sin (Heb. 10:1-4)
2. Could not justify (Gal. 2:16; 3:12)
3. Yoke of bondage (Gal. 5:1)
4. Was only temporary law (Gal. 3:19)
5. Sins were remembered yearly (Heb. 10:1-3) as opposed to "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." (Heb. 10:17)

C. If we are still under the law:
1. Christ died in vain [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 26 (Gal. 2:21)
2. We are still under a “curse” [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 27 (Gal. 3:13)
3. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #28 If we introduce instrumental music on the basis of the mosaic covenant, then we may introduce other Old Testament practices. 
a. Animal sacrifices (Lev. 16:7-26; 22:27)
b. Priests (Num. 3:10)
c. Dietary restrictions (Lev. 11; Dt. 14)
d. Stoning of rebellious children (Dt. 21:18-21)
e. Killing adulterers and idolaters, (Lev.20:2, 10) – anyone who will not kill an idolater must be cast away (Lev.20:4-5)
f. Burning of incense (Ex. 30:7-8)
g. Tithing (Lev. 27:30-32; Dt. 14:22)
h. Toleration of polygamy (Ex. 21:10)
i. Keeping of Sabbath Law (Ex. 20:9-11); violation punishable by death (Ex. 31:15)
j. Shall we introduce all of these (and other elements of O.T. worship) to New Testament worship as well? If not, why not?

VII. Consequences of Not Being Under the Law
A. If not under the law of Moses, this means no :
1. Tithing (giving we do on first day of the week not a continuation of tithing)
2. Burning of incense in worship
3. Temple worship
4. Men acting as priests to intercede for us as under the law (we are a priesthood and Christ our High Priest)
5. Keeping Sabbath
a. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #28 Working on Sabbath is not forbidden
i. Sunday not Sabbath 
a.) Orange city, IA; largely Dutch Reform community – laws against working on Sunday
b.) Sabbath was seventh day – day God rested from creating all that exists (Gen. 2:2-3; Ex. 20:10-11)
c.) Seventh day – Saturday, not Sunday
d.) (Ac. 20:7) Some have argued that this reason they came together makes the first day of the week the most important day.
e.) Rev. 1:10 John said, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day.”
i.) The first day of the week…because on it Jesus Christ rose from the dead; therefore it was called the Lord's day, and has taken place of the Jewish Sabbath throughout the Christian world. Though I disagree with Clarke calling it the “Christian Sabbath” I believe his meaning assessment is accurate – if the Christian has a “Sabbath” it would be the first day of the week.” – Adam Clarke, comments on Rev. 1:10[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Clarke does refer to Sunday in his commentary as the Christian Sabbath. This comment was purposely omitted because Clarke is wrong. There is nothing found in all scripture that transforms Sunday into a Sabbath of any sort. It is best left to be called “the first day of the week” or the “Lord’s day” as the scriptures are content to call it.] 

ii.) Same Gk. phrase occurs only here and 1 Cor. 11:20 where it is applied to the Lord’s Supper, which we know was taken on the first day of the week (Ac. 20:7). If it was taken on any other day, it was not mentioned.
b. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #29 Keeping the 10 commandments
i. Often someone will point to 10 commandments and say – what about murder, idolatry, honoring, adultery, etc. - aren’t we still forbidden to do such things? Yes!
ii. Reason not that we are under the law – the reason is because we have been given those commandments in N.T.
iii. If keep any commands found in the law today it is because the principle is repeated in the New Testament making it part of the new covenant.

B. We cannot establish any other doctrine based solely on OT worship.

Conclusion:
A. We are free From Law of Moses But Not Without Law

B. We are under a new covenant today (Heb. 8:7-9; Col. 3:6)

C. Regularly remembered: In the Lord’s supper the grape juice represent’s Christ’s blood which ushers in the new covenant of Christ (1 Cor. 11:25)

D. We are not without law - We Are Under a New Law: The Law of Christ [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # 30 (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 6:2)

Invitation:
1. The Jews were required to be obedient to the law to be saved.
2. In similar fashion, the Lord still requires obedience to Him under the law of Christ to be saved.
3. H-B-R-C-B-LR
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