DoesGodExistCommonObjections
		“Does God Exist?”
“Answering Some Common Objections”

Scripture Reading: x

Accompanying Song: #x “You Are My God”

Subject: Creation vs. Evolution

Objective: To answer common objections to creationism often promoted in the mainstream sources of information. 

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Apologetics\ExistenceofGodSeries\DoesGodExistCommonObjections.docx

Introduction:
1. Someone once stated, “Beware of the sound of one hand clapping.” What this meant was that, if an argument exists on one side, remember that there is always a counter-argument.

2. Man has a built-in desire to worship
a. Think of all of the times Israel strayed from God
b. Major sin of O.T. = idolatry
c. Even when man rejects God he still turns to worship something

3. Evolutionists are in control:
a. Leading universities
b. Publishers of leading school textbooks (and because science teachers graduate from these liberal colleges, they will tend to choose textbooks that agree with what they’ve been taught).
c. They control most of the scientific journals
d. Control most of the sources of funding, meaning if you aren’t in agreement, your research will not receive the funding that you need to complete it.
4. Does the “majority rule” make something either true or false, or do the facts?
5. If we were to use the mainstream sources of information available to us, we might be convinced that there is really only one side of the argument…that the proof that Darwinian Evolutionists offer has long since settled the debate about the existence of God. 
6. In this lesson, we will explore some of the strongest arguments that evolutionists use.

Body: 
A. What About Comparative Anatomy?
1. Evolutionists believe that because many organisms on earth have similar cells, organ systems, 
2. This chart is used to support the evolution of the polar bear. 
3. However, please note that every one of these animals are still in existence. Why are they still here?
a. If it is because  they are not evolved into Polar bears yet, then what are the odds that a cell, without a brain would not only evolve into a polar bear without guidance once, but the evolve towards the exact type of animal TWICE!
[image: http://truth-saves.com/images/bears.jpg]
b. Why can’ this simply be multiple species instead of a common ancestor?
4. Similarities can be simply explained as evidence of a common designer?
[image: http://www.salvationarmy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/salvationarmy_suburbs.jpg][image: http://lh5.ggpht.com/_8s1TB229vsg/SbaJ5QXNy6I/AAAAAAAABqg/U0iPozUFG3o/colourful%20houses%20redbubble%202_thumb%5B5%5D.jpg?imgmax=800] 
a. I do not know if the houses in these pictures were all made by the same architect and construction workers or even the same companies.
b. If you were to guess, would you guess independent developers or designs all from the same source? 
i. I would guess from the same due to similar design…the design idea seems to have a common source.
ii. If that is true, then why not when we examine things on the earth? [image: http://extra.listverse.com/amazon/evolution/evolution_of_whales.jpg]

B. What About Vestigial Organs?
1. Parts of organisms without apparent function.
2. According to evolutionary theory, these are organs which once served a purpose but because of evolutionary development they are no longer needed. The appendix has been called a classic example of what they would call a vestigial organ. 
[image: http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/appendix-3.jpg]
3. Merits of this claim come into serious doubt since science once claimed that we had some 180 vestigal organs in our body. Today, because of advances in scientific understanding of these organs, doctors and scientists now believe there are less than 10 in our body! The usefulness of other organs have been discovered. Further proof that science is a process of ever learning and never fully certain of all the answers.

C. What About the Age of the Earth
1. Former lesson, we discussed several of the earth’s “time clocks.” A we could mention:
a. Historical Records
i. Evolutionists claim that early historical records by humans date back 20,000 years.
ii. However, when some of the earliest writings were tested, they were surprised to learn that carbon dating showed that these records extended back only about 4,600-5,400 years. 

b. DNA
i. In 1989 scientists compared the Mitochondrial DNA of various races and concluded that they all came from a single woman, whom they called “Eve”.
ii. They claimed that she would have lived between 100,000-200,000 years ago.
iii. The story was widely reported in the press.
iv. Later discoveries revealed that mutations in Mitochondrial DNA took place about 20 times faster than previously reported. This means that this “Eve” did not live 100,000-200,000 years ago, but 5,000-10,000 years ago, agreeing with the Biblical record.
v. Unfortunately, this new discovery did not make the headlines.

c. Rapid Mountain Uplift
i. In March 2005, Dr.John Braumgardner released his assessment of the “Recent Rapid Uplift of Today’s Mountains” in an article.
ii. He states, "An ongoing enigma for the standard geological community is why all the high mountain ranges of the world -- including the Himalayas, the Alps, the Andes, and the Rockies -- experienced most of the uplift to their present elevations in what amounts to a blink of an eye, relative to the standard geological time scale.  In terms of this time scale, these mountain ranges have all undergone several kilometers of vertical uplift since the beginning of the Pliocene about five million years ago.  This presents a profound difficulty for uniformitarian thinking because the driving forces responsible for mountain building are assumed to have been operating steadily at roughly the same slow rates as are observed in today's world for... the past several hundred million years."

2. There are certain geological formations in the earth that we are told took millions of years to form. For example:
a. Oil
b. Coal
c. Diamonds
d. Grand Canyon
3. How could things look old if, in fact, they are not?
a. Gen. 2:7 God created man at least some things that already looked older than they were…
i. Adam – a man and Eve - woman rather than a baby
ii. Created with full logical reasoning – God could talk to him. He was told to tend and keep the garden and not to eat of the tree of good and evil (God did not have to explain what these instructions meant.)
b. A worldwide flood can explain many of the geological features on the planet.

D. Scientific Dating Techniques
a. There are a large number of dating methods that seem to prove that the earth is very old.
i. Over 100 methods used to determine the age of rocks, fossils, etc. such as carbon-14 dating, uranium-lead, or potassium-argon dating techniques.
ii. There is a large, possibly even unknown margin of error in these tests
iii. When measuring the amounts of something in an object, it is uncertain that the dates are reliable because we have no way of knowing with any certainty how the rates of these items may have fluctuated over the centuries, or even from one area to the next.
a.) For example, if we are using the carbon-14 dating technique, we are measuring the amount of carbon remaining in an object.
b.) The measurement asks, “how much is left” and based upon the amount is left,
i.) Scietists know the rate of carbon-14 decay
ii.) The object is dated based upon the amount left.
iii.) The problem: we don’t know how much the object originally had!
c.) Illiust.
i.) You examine an automobile and learn that it gets 30 miles to the gallon. 
ii.) You further find that the tank is five gallons short of a full tank. 
iii.) Therefore, you conclude that the car has been driven 150 miles since it was last filled with gas.
iv.) However, this may not be true. Someone might have just put one gallon in yesterday. Your problem is that you don’t know how much gas the tank began with, so there is no way of knowing for certain if the car has EVER had a full tank of gas.
b. Scientific approach: improvable (if testing a rock that is a billion years old
i. In scientific experiments, one needs what is referred to as a “control.” A control is used to minimize the unintended influence of other variables on the experiment.
a.) In other words, something to compare the subject of the experiment to…
b.) Example: When testing a drug, some subjects are given the drug and others are given a placebo. If people complain about, for example, feeling nauseous, they could see if it was indeed a side effect of the drug or possibly caused by something else.
c.) How can one prove what the characteristics of a billion year old rock looks like? What would the effects upon a billion year old rock look like? What is the control we compare the outcome of the experiment to which would lead us to believe that our interpretation of the data is accurate?
ii. Illust:
[image: Graphic: Theophilus cartoon]

E. What about dinosaurs:
1. [image: http://www.bible.ca/tracks/Richard-Dawkins.jpg] Richard Dawkins, Oxford "alleged human bones in the Carboniferous coal deposits. If authenticated as human, these bones would blow the theory of evolution out of the water." (Free Inquiry, V.21, No.4, 10/11/2001)
2. Today: 
a. Taylor Trail: Trail of a series of 14 human footprints with at least 134 dinosaur tracks in the bed of the Paluxy River, Near Glen Rose, TX. In the Upper Taylor platform there is also A trail of apparently human fossil footprints in association with dinosaur footprints, was excavated in 1999
[image: http://img.metro.co.uk/i/pix/2008/11/DinoPrintsEPA_450x450.jpg] [image: http://worshippingchristian.org/images/blog/dino_man_footprint1.jpg]
b.  The Ryals Track named for Jim Ryals who removed a beautiful left footprint from the Paluxy River bed back in the 30’s. 
i. The track that Mr. Ryals removed was on display for years in the courtyard of Dr. Cook’s medical clinic in Cleburne, Texas.
ii. Dinosaur toes which extend back under the limestone, can be seen in some of the hundreds of tracks found in the same layer.
c. There have also been other tracks such as the Burdick Track [image: http://www.bible.ca/tracks/burdick-track-th.jpg], claimed to be from the same era as dinosaurs. Evolutionists claimed the track was carved, not because of any evidence other than because they “knew” dinosaurs and men did not co-exist, so the track was cut cross-section with a diamond saw. The cross section revealed no evidence of carving, but subsurface disturbance consistent with the shape of the heel. It was not carved!
i. , The New Mexico Track is another example of a track found that comes from the same strata of rock that scientists claim to be about 65 million years old…the time dinosaurs roamed the earth before men evolved.

d. Until nearly a century ago, men knew nothing about dinosaurs.
i. Some have criticized the fact that, if the Bible records the history of the world from its inception, why no mention of dinosaurs?
a.) In fact, the word “dinosaur” had not even been invented yet. 
b.) Does the Bible mention them? (Job 40:15-24)
i.) Some have suggested that this might be describing a hippo or a rhinoceros 
ii.) Neither of these have a tail like a cedar tree (large creature…as the body follows the tail)
iii.) It is a grass-eater, as some dinosaurs are thought to have been
iv.) Lived in swampy areas, as dinosaurs are often depicted as doing.
ii. The term is relatively new, created to describe the study fossilized evidence of these newly discovered fossil remains. 
iii. However cave drawings that have been found strongly indicate that our ancient ancestors knew of these creatures. 
[image: http://www.prophecyandtruth.com/images/cave_dinosaur_and_man_drawing2.JPG] [image: http://www.createddinos.com/images/dino%20drawing1.jpg]
iv. If they were buried beneath  the earth, how was this cave man able to draw this?
v. Scientists struggle trying to answer why dinosaurs became extinct. Many hypothesis have been suggested from mankind killing them to a catastrophic event, such as an ice age.
vi. (Gen. 7:6-7) However, the world-wide flood in Noah’s day would easily explain this as well.

Conclusion:
1. I hope I have given you some things to consider. 
2. I would not be so bold as to pretend to say that we have an answer to every question that might be raised concerning creation. 
3. However, it would seem that the evidence in support of creation is clearly suppressed in our media, making it seem like a very one-sided argument. The purpose of this series has been to show that this simply is not the case.

Invitation:
1. Would you submit to the God who reveals Himself through both the world that surrounds us and through scripture?
2.  Scripture tells us what he desires of us…
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