DoesGodExist-WeRAtWar
		“Does God Exist?”                                                                      (A Series Examining the Reliability of the Truth, As It Is Taught in the Scriptures)

 “We Are At War!”
Scripture Reading: Rom. 1:16-25

Accompanying Song: #x “There is a God”

Subject: The war evolutionists are waging against Christianity

Objective: To demonstrate that a war is brewing against us and our children in schools .

Location: 
C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Apologetics\ExistenceofGodSeries\DoesGodExist-WeRAtWar.docx

Introduction:
1. Important issue:
a. Scientists are proactively targeting young minds in our schools…
b. We send our children to schools; taught to never question teachers (they are the teacher, they can’t possibly be wrong!)
c. Students look up to, admire professors so knowledgeable, hang on every word
d. Young bright minds are leaving their faith
e. Worse yet, they are graduating as our grade school, science, chemistry & physics teachers… even the next generation of college teachers to indoctrinate the next generation.
f. How will this effect us?
i. We are a small, conservative community, won’t effect you? Think again!
ii. These graduates are coming into your communities to become your children’s, grandchildren’s and neighbor’s children’s teachers through grade school, high school and college.
iii. They will become our future politicians, news broad casters, judges and legislators.
iv. No God – no morality – no reason to make abortion, genocide, euthanasia or geronticide illegal
v. If the society denies the very fabric of what holds it together, what will that mean for our religious freedoms, the souls of countless people and the future of our nation?
vi. 3-9% of people in our nation no longer believe God exists (Source: Zuckerman, Phil. "Atheism: Contemporary Rates and Patterns", chapter in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism, ed. by Michael Martin, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK (2005).)

2. Intellectual honesty is at the core of this issue. Regardless of what we might believe, refusing to accept the facts will not change the truth…
a. Intellectual honesty – must consider that we could be wrong.
b. Must be willing to undergo a paradigm shift – major change in beliefs.
i. Most people are able to change minor beliefs “I never knew that before!”
ii. Most resist strongly to major paradigm shifts in thought because it requires us to abandon so much of what we currently accept as truth.
1. What we accept as truth, we base so much of our life, our reasoning and our values upon.
2. Imagine you are a contractor…
a. You are building a house…
b. You have laid the foundation…
c. You have completed the framework…
d. The siding is done…the building is enclosed and you are working to complete the interior…
e. The building inspector comes along and tells you there are major problems with the foundation and it must be redone. How do you feel? What thoughts cross your mind? 
i. You don’t want to redo it…
ii. Your mind works frantically for ANY OTHER POSSIBLE SOLUTION!
3. The same is true of the mind…when we 
3. Title: A question…Does God exist?
a. …someone here may struggle with…
b. …everyone here needs to be prepared to know the answer to because we may encounter someone who asks/challenges us.
c. Important for young people to hear these arguments until they are entirely familiar with them because they will be bombarded with creationist propaganda from school onward.

4. If someone were to ask you why you believe that God exists, how would you answer them?

5. We live in a society where there are differing world views:
a. Atheism: there is no god
b. Agnosticism: One cannot know what the correct world view is.
c. Pantheism: The world and all that is in it is god
d. Panentheism: God is not the world itself but god is in the world in the same sense that the soul is to the body.
e. Deism: God is a distant being. God is beyond the world. God once created the world and the natural laws in it but it now runs on its own.
f. Theism: God is omnipresent. He is both in this world and beyond it. He is not only the creator but also the sustainer of all things. 

6. What we learn therefore, is that even if we can convince someone that God exists, we still need to be able to convince them that we can know who He is and then point them to Him.

7. Consequences of inability to answer this all-important question: (1 Cor. 15:58) Important for your own personal faith: One cannot be “steadfast” and “immovable” and convicted of the need of doing the work of the Lord if they are not:
a. Thoroughly convicted of the existence of God…
b. Convinced that He is capable of and has revealed His will to us…
c. Moved to believe in the absolute necessity of having a living, working, active faith that shares itself with others.

8. We should not assume unbelievers to be dishonest with the facts.
a. Suppose that you, to the best of your intellectual ability, assumed everything in the material universe to be self-sufficient and uncaused by any external power. 
b. What if you could only see the world as a world of chance, fortune and misfortune and devoid of any plan or purpose?
c. If that was all that you could see, it would be impossible to take a discussion of God or the examination of ancient books about God very seriously.
d. Thus why this study is so important.

9. On the other hand, we also need to be aware that intellectually dishonest people exist…
a. Those who make unreasonable arguments, refuse to listen or merely respond with name calling or mockery rather than intellectual exchange of thoughts, information and ideas. 
b. The Bible, whether you believe in it or not, offers sound advice about involving ourselves in arguments with those who demonstrate little interest in sincerely discovering the truth (Mat. 7:6; 1 Tim. 6:3-5)

10. I would like to offer some arguments for the belief in the existence of God in this series…

Body: 
I. Ready to Give a Defense 
A. 1 Pet. 3:15 We should always be ready to give reasons for what we believe, should always be ready to defend our faith
B. Rom. 1:20 Enough evidence in the world to convince anyone that there is a creator, so much so that you are without excuse if you do not believe. 
C. If Christianity true, it must be consistent with facts we see around us

II. We are at war! (PICS)
A. Science: dry, boring facts
1. Some may not appreciate the need to study this material.
2. I cannot impress upon you enough the need to take this  issue seriously.
3. Just one of many fronts the Christian is being attacked.
4. This is not just about whose world view is right…this is about changing our culture and our country into one devoid of a belief in God and even antagonistic toward those who do.
5. Just as ministers are promoting the gospel, men like Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Christopher Hitchens and Sam Harris are just a few popular atheists who have non-profit organizations and crusades organized for the sole purpose of removing any religion, but particularly Christianity from the world, mainly through writhing and influencing schools and other venues of higher learning to ridicule the debate that those who believe in creationism make.

B. (2 Pet. 3:3-5) There will be scoffers.
1. Scoffers scoff, not because the truth is wrong, but because they want to follow their own lusts.
2. We should try to convert every soul, but when a scoffer has been identified (someone who will not objectively examine fact and reasoning and accept the truth)

C. Quotes from modern highly influential atheists:
1. “The great conflict of the 21st century will not be between the West and terrorism. Terrorism is a tactic, not a belief. The true battle will be between modern civilization and anti-modernists; between those who believe in the primacy of the individual and those who believe that human beings owe their allegiance and identity to a higher authority; between those who give priority to life in this world and those who believe that human life is mere preparation for an existence beyond life; between those who believe in science, reason, and logic and those who believe that truth is revealed through Scripture and religious dogma. Terrorism will disrupt and destroy lives. But terrorism itself is not the greatest danger we face." 
· Robert Reich - Professor of Public Policy at the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California at Berkeley. He previously has served on the faculties of Harvard and Brandeis universities. He has also served in three national administrations, most recently as the nation's 22nd Secretary of Labor under President Clinton.
2. Ted Turner (founder of CNN, WTBS, TNT, TCM, World Class Wrestling, Turner Entertainment, The Turner Foundation, Moscow Independent Broadcasting Corporation; Chairman of the U.N; Owner of the Atlanta Braves; America’s Largest Private Landowner in America with over 1,910,000 Acres and the owner of the largest Buffalo herd in the world:
a. "Christianity is a religion for losers!" 

3. Jesse Ventura, former governor of Minnesota
a. "Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak-minded people who need strength in numbers.  It tells people to go out and stick their noses in other people's business." – Playboy, November 1999

4. Richard Dawkins
a. "Faith can be very very dangerous, and deliberately to implant it into the vulnerable mind of an innocent child is a grievous wrong."  Pg 308 
b. “Those who wish to base their morality literally on the Bible have either not read it or not understood it...”   The God Delusion Pg. 237

5. Christopher Hitchens
a. "All religions and all churches are equally demented in their belief in divine intervention, divine intercession, or even the existence of the divine in the first place." – slate.com; November 9, 2004
6. Sam Harris: (quotes from Letter to a Christian Nation; 2004)
a. “There is, in fact, no worldview more reprehensible in its arrogance than that of a religious believer: the creator of the universe takes an interest in me, approves of me, loves me, and will reward me after death; my current beliefs, drawn from scripture, will remain the best statement of the truth until the end of the world; everyone who disagrees with me will spend an eternity in hell...." ; Page 76
b. "Theology is nothing more than a branch of human ignorance.  Indeed it is ignorance with wings!"  Pg 173
c. "I hope to show that the very idea of religious tolerance - born of the notion that every human being should be free to believe whatever he wants about God - is one of the principal forces driving us toward the abyss."  Pg 15
d. Sam Harris is author of two books, The End of Faith and Letter to a Christian Nation; he is also Co-founder and CEO of a nonprofit foundation devoted to spreading “scientific knowledge” and secular values in society.

D. A poll conducted by Gallup March 5, 2001 found that 88% of people in the U.S. believe that the earth and all of its complex life forms were created by some higher form of life and could not happen merely by chance. They also found that, when the evidence is presented fairly and accurately most people favored creation over evolution.
· http://www.gallup.com/poll/1942/Substantial-Numbers-Americans-Continue-Doubt-Evolution-Explan.aspx

E. Two major world views: 1. There is no God or 2. God exists.   
1. Evolutionist sees the Grand Canyon and says, “Wow! Look at what the Colorado river did over millions of years.
2. Creationist says, “Wow! Look at what the flood did in just a few days.
3. Since no one saw it form, we are forced to examine the evidence. 
“If creation occurred, it did so just once and there will be no "second acts." If evolution occurs, it does so too slowly to be observed. Both theories are accepted on faith by those who believe in them. Neither theory can be tested scientifically because neither model can be observed or repeated.” – Cal Thomas, Making Monkeys out of Evolutionists, Aug. 27, 2002
4. Depending upon our preconceived ideas about the universe and how it got here, ourinterpretation of the evidence we find can be interpreted quite differently.
a. Illust.
i. A farmer was helping a cow who was trying to give birth to her calf breech.
ii. Young man from the city was observing what the farmer was doing, trying to use a calf puller to help the mother give birth to her calf. 
iii. When the city man saw this, the farmer could see the amazement on his eyes and asked if he had ever seen anything like that before.
iv. The man from the city said, “No. In fact, something has been bothering me for the entire time I’ve been watching you. I just want to know how fast that calf was going when it ran into that cow?”
v. You see, the young man from the city was looking at the situation all wrong.
b. Likewise, when people are only shown one theory over and over again, and it is state as though it is irrefutable fact, they accept it. What people need to understand that there is an opposing argument that is even more powerful, wonderful and amazing that it deserves equal consideration.
5. We must be honest about this issue:
a. Neither creationist nor evolutionary views are completely based upon science.
b. Both make assumptions about the past that cannot be verified by any present methods or experiments.
c. Therefore, both must be accepted or rejected on faith to wherever you believe the evidence points.

III. The Importance of Belief in a God
A. Two choices: either God exists or He doesn’t
B. All world views seek to answer a few basic questions about life:
	
	Creation
	Evolution

	Who am I?
	God’s child
	Nobody

	Where did I come from?
	God created you
	Random chance/”goo”

	Why am I here?
	God created everything
	Can’t answer/random chance

	What happens after death?
	Heaven/Hell
	Nothing/decay

	What is the meaning of life/what must I do with my life?
	Eccl. 12:13, 14
	Life is empty, meaningless



C. The Bible is not a book of apologetics. Gen. 1:1 assumes the existence of God when it states, “In the beginning, God…” 
1. In fact, the Bible is critical of those who would deny His existence (Psa. 14:1). 
2. The important thing is that 

D. Consequences of Atheism:
1. No moral compass: No God, then no Creator who sets the rules.
2. Without moral rules, who can say what is morally right or wrong? You? Me? A group? If so, who gave them that right/authority over others? The answer: nobody and nothing can.
3. If no one or nothing has such authority, you cannot say it is wrong for me to:
a. Commit adultery
b. You have no right to oppose things such as homosexuality
c. It is not wrong for me to steal from you, sleep with your spouse or burn down your home or even kill you in retaliation for making me angry and what is more, no man/men have the right to punish me, like placing me in prison for committing such crimes. 
E. Media Bias
1. “The Cobb County, Ga., School Board voted unanimously Aug. 22 to consider a pluralistic approach to the origin of the human race, rather than the mandated theory of evolution. The board will review a proposal which says the district "believes that discussion of disputed views of academic subjects is a necessary element of providing a balanced education, including the study of the origin of the species." 
2. “Immediately, pro-evolution forces jumped from their trees and started behaving as if someone had stolen their bananas. Apparently, academic freedom is for other subjects.’… What do evolutionists fear?... a pro-evolution source than Science Digest noted in 1979 that, "scientists who utterly reject Evolution may be one of our fastest-growing controversial minorities...Many of the scientists supporting this position hold impressive credentials in science." (Larry Hatfield, "Educators Against Darwin.")” – Cal Thomas, Making Monkeys Out Of Evolutionists , August 27, 2002 

3. NYT Journalist Admits He Lied About the 500 ID Scientists
“Many opponents of Intelligent Design have attacked The Discovery Institutes' list of 500+ scientists who dissent from Darwinism.  The list was created to prove that there is significant scientific dissent to evolution, contrary to what the priests and believers of evolution keep telling us.  A week or so back, the NYT published an article entitled Few Biologists but Many Evangelicals Sign Anti-Evolution Petition, seemingly supporting the idea that the people who signed this really are doing it for religious, not scientific reasons.  However, it has now come out that the journalist misrepresented what he found:
Chang has now admitted in an interview that 75% or more of the scientists he interviewed did not fit this description. In other words, Chang and his editors selectively reported the results of their own investigation to convey the exact opposite of what they found....On a related issue, Chang did not want to tell Crowther why he only investigated the religious beliefs of the scientific critics of Darwinism and did not similarly investigate the religious (or anti-religious) beliefs of supporters of Darwinism.

IV. Tips for Converting Atheists
A. Pray for them and for the wisdom to know what to say. Sometimes it is better to say nothing at all, rather than to say something that you’ll regret saying later. Choose your words wisely. Don’t be afraid to pause before you speak. Never argue a point, but rather simply offer alternatives for them to think about. Ask, “How do you interpret (cite evidence) that the earth is very young?

B. Make certain you are convicted of your beliefs. 
1. You will probably convert few, if any, regardless of their background if you leave the impression that you are not deeply convicted of what you believe.
2. Second, one who is not firmly convicted of their beliefs can have their faith shaken. 
a. Just because someone is an atheist does not mean that they are not armed with highly developed arguments based upon science, which many people consider to be “fact.” 
b. Of course, science is a very broad category with more information than any one person could be fully educated. 
i. Some information is sound and reliable and deserves consideration. 
ii. Other information is pseudo-science which amounts to little more than propaganda. 
iii. Sorting out the two can be quite a challenge as new information and discoveries, pro and con are constantly being revealed.
iv. This is what makes science, in my opinion, so unreliable. What is irrefutable fact today is disproven tomorrow. 
a.) Remember that science once declared the earth flat.
b.) Scientists once believed that only about a thousand stars existed in the solar system.
c.) Science also taught  to practice “bloodletting” upon sick people to cure them of their illness. In fact, George Washington died in 1799 as a result of bleeding his body of up to five pints of blood to cure him of pneumonia.

C. Make rational arguments. Atheists pride themselves on “factual” scientific information. Therefore, if you are going to state something as proof, feel certain that you can support your beliefs by citing a reliable source. 
1. Do your homework and offer proof. Just like we want proof about what to believe from the Bible, they need to see the other side of the argument is clear, rational and sound.
2. Learn arguments that atheists use and learn the best response to those arguments.
3. Remember that atheists reject your entire faith…so reciting your beliefs are not going to work. If you want an atheist to convert, you are going to need solid proof to get them to consider anything relating to a God.

D. Show that you are genuinely interested. Many atheists view Christians as hypocrites, weak people and people who think they are better than everyone else because we think we are the only ones going to be blessed by God and go to Heaven. 

E. Be patient. Remember that you are asking for a complete paradigm shift in beliefs for them. 

F. Lead by example.
1. Show that Christianity has impacted your life in a positive way.
2. Show them that Christianity shows love for their fellow neighbor. 
3. An atheist or agnostic may gradually be broken down when they see that their preconceived ideas are not true, and that you do what you do because you really do care for them. 
4. In fact, an atheist might require more patience and perseverance than the average person one might convert.

G. Be firm without being mean.
1. For whatever reason, many atheists tend to mock Christians for their beliefs.
2. Be firm. Don’t let them mock you. Remain kind and polite but let them know that you would not mock them for their beliefs, so ask them not to ridicule theirs.
3. Don’t be too thin-skinned either.

H. Don’t assume things. Remember that just because they are currently an atheist, soes not me

Conclusion:
1. This study is important because the more these mens ides, true or not, are promoted into society, the more you and I will encounter those who have been persuaded by their influenc or others like them.
2. When that day comes, we need to be able to answer them intelligently.

Invitation:
1. What of you? Do you believe in God? If so, won’t you obey His will today ?
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