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Does God Exist?
“The Supremacy of the Christian Faith”

Scripture Reading: Ex. 34:5-7 (Emphasis on The Greatness of God)

Accompanying Song: #x “There Is a God”

Objective: To Demonstrate Ways That the Christian Faith is Superior to Other World Religions

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Apologetics\ExistenceofGodSeries\SupremacyofChristianFaith.docx

Introduction:
1. Though we could continue – I’ve said enough in previous lessons demonstrating logical existence of a God in the universe

2. Knowing that there is a God, we then ought to seek Him. The Bible makes such a claim: Heb. 11:6

3. Barna Research, Inc. conducted a recent survey:
a. 50% - Christianity is no longer the faith that Americans automatically accept as their personal faith
i. 44% - some type of Christian faith
ii. 6% not sure
b.  71% to 26% Adults noted that they are personally more likely to develop their own set of religious beliefs than to accept a comprehensive set of beliefs taught by a particular church. People under the age of 25 are much more likely to feel this way.

4. Which God is right?
a. Should we believe what Mohammed wrote some 1500 years ago and worship a God known as Allah?
b. Should we submit to the teachings of Gautama Buddah and believe that suffering is caused by fleshly desire and that enlightenment is obtained through right conduct and wisdom…that one can be reborn through meditation?
c. Should we accept polytheism and accept the belief in many gods: Aphrodite, Apollo, Artemis, Ares, Athena, Atlas, Baal, Bast, Brahama, Ceres, Chemosh, Dawn, Dagon, Dionysus, Ea, Forseti, Gaia, Hades, Hermes, Hoeus, His-Wang-Mu, Inanna, Isis, Jesus, Juno, Jupiter, Ki, Kingu, Kishar, Loki, Luna, Magna Mater, Maia, Mars, Muses, Nanna, Neptune, Mintu, Nike, Odin, Osisris, Osarta, Pan, Phoebe, Poseidon, Rhama, Re, Seti, Sin, Sol, Thor, Tyr, Utu, Venus, Vesta, Vishnu, Vulcan, Xipe, Yam, Yum Kimil, Zeus…

d. Maybe we should be Panentheistic, believing that there is a God, but that the earth is our mother?
e. Literally hundreds of choices. How can one possibly know which one to choose?
f. We will need God’s help. 
g. Jas. 4:8
h. Regardless of who God is, if He desires us to follow Him, knowing that He exists is not enough. He next needs to be easy enough for us to contact and identify with confidence that we can rest assured that we are serving/worshipping the right God. This God cannot expect us to find Him if He is hidden in some corner of the globe. We (even before the computer and publishing age) need to be able to have contact with Him.
5. Though I do not intend to spend time to examine all world religions and explain why I cannot accept them. We are here to simply ask: Why Christianity? 
a. What does it have that makes it superior to other religions? 
b. How can we feel confident that it is true?
c. After all, doesn’t every person feel that their religious beliefs are the right beliefs? Isn’t that why they practice them?
d. Others who believe in Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Shintoism, or occultism may believe just as sincerely (or possibly even more sincerely) than you or I do about our faith in Christ.

Body: 
I.  False Standards Men Use
A. Sincerity Alone – Not a Safe Guard
1. Just because a Christian believes they have the truth does not mean that they do.
a. Moslem – may blow himself up in the name of Allah 
b. A Christian would not do so in the name of Yahweh
c. Conflicting beliefs – both Yahweh and Allah cannot be right at the same time	
2. Many people sincerely believe things that are wrong.
3. Whether one accepts the Bible as truth or not, an illustration can be made about the story of the sincerity of King Uzziah
a. Made war against the Philistines – God gave him victory
b. Rules over the Ammonites
c. His fame went as far as Egypt because of His great strength
d. He was incredibly wealthy with farms and livestock
e. Assembled a mighty army, well armed
f. He built cities and towers, fortified the city walls, dug wells – Jerusalem became mighty under his reign
4. (2 Kgs. 26:16-21) “When he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.”
a. He was sincere
b. It was not his place – only the priests were to enter the temple
c. Because of his stubbornness and refual to listen, God struck Him with leprosy
5. Though he is remembered in 2 Kgs. 26:4 as a king who (over all) did what was right in the sight of the Lord, He was punished for the remainder of his life for his zeal
a. Misguided zeal…not according to truth or knowledge
b. Point: Sincerity alone is not enough; we must know, to the best of our ability that we are serving and pleasing God
6. (Mt 15:9; Tit. 1:4) 
a. If we do not know for certain, it may all be a waste of time – anybody’s guess
b. If originates from man it is nothing but a fable, a fairy tale or a myth; hollow feeling deep within knowing that our religion is not based on anything we can prove.

B. Life-Changing Experiences Prove Nothing
1. Some claim their religion to be the true religion by pointing to the results
2. Christian may point to how much their life has been changed by converting to Christ. A Buddhist or Hare Krishna may have a similar experience.
3. Any religion that promotes personal accountability, responsibility  and living peacefully before others is bound to have a positive impact on one’s life. In fact, religion is not even necessary for that to happen, merely a change in attitude and action.

C. Personal Testimonies, Experiences and Unverifiable Supernatural Events Prove Little (if Anything)
1. Some claim to tout miracles to prove their religion. The claim of miracles ALONE do not prove anything.
a. Conflicting religions believe in miracles
b. Some so-called miracles have been exposed to be fraud and trickery even in our day
c. In fact, false miracles are performed even in the Bible
i. The Egyptian sorcerers performed, what appeared to be miracles, when combating Moses before Pharaoh (Ex. 7:11, 22; 8:7, 18)
ii.  Practices of witchcraft and sorcery: Jezebel (2 Kgs. 9:22), The Ninevites (Nah. 3:4-5), The Babylonians (Isa. 47:9-13Eze 21:21-22; Da. 2:2) 
iii. Simon the Sorcerer (Ac. 8:9; 11:1-30),  Elymas (Bar-Jesus – Ac. 13:8)
iv. An unnamed  slave girl at Philippi who was possessed with a spirit of divination  that caused her to follow Paul and his companions around saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation."
v. (Ac. 19:13) Charlatan Jews claimed to have the ability to exercise evil spirits
vi. The seven sons of Sceva Ac. 9:14-15
vii. Others in the Bible and other than those mentioned in the Bible including people of our very time

2. Personal experiences can be misleading and can be explained by a variety of phenomena: 
a. Emotionalism
b. Hallucinations
c. Dishonest charlatans
d. Easily deceived and uneducated people
e. Drugs
f. Depression
g. etc. 

II. Some Surrender: All Religions are Right
A. The Law of Non-Contradiction: It is not possible that something be both true and not true at the same time and in the same context. Examples:
1. The letter is “P” and not “P”
2. The podium is made entirely of wood and not entirely of wood
3. God is Yahweh and not Allah
4. God teaches that Baptism is a command but we do not need to obey commands

B. Some simply surrender, claiming it makes no difference what one believes.
1.   Some attempt to solve the dilemma by saying, “All the religions are right; we just call God by a different name.” But this claim stems from ignorance of other religions. 
2. World religions teach conflicting thoughts.

C. Most religions are mutually exclusive. Even if one is mutually exclusive, that does not allow others to accept it. 
1. Example:
a. If I accept a religion that accepts all other religions…
b. (Jn. 14:6) Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
i. This makes Christianity an exclusive religion – Jesus only
ii. Further (Mat. 7:13-14) The way to Heaven likened to a narrow gate which few find and enter.
iii. Law of non contradiction will not allow you to both accept Christianity and all world religions 
a.) If you accept Christianity, Christian doctrine forces you to reject all other religions.
b.) You cannot both reject all other religions and accept them at the same time.
2. Example:
a. Atheism, as I stated in a previous lesson, is a system of faith, a religion.
i. Religion is defined by Webster’s dictionary as “a cause, principle, or belief  held to with ardor and faith.” 
ii. .  In 1971 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that atheistic belief systems, such as secular humanism, which believes in the evolutionary process to explain all existence, is a religion. 
iii. Atheism teaches there is no god – man is, in essence, his own god.  
iv. Bold statement, since any one of us only possess such a small amount of knowledge when we know there is an infinitesimal amount of knowledge in the universe. 
v. Yet, as ignorant as such a statement is, the atheist says that there is no God.
b. On the other hand, some forms of Buddhism teach that God is not a personal being and that God is not distinguishable from His creation.
c. The Islamic faith teaches of a god who is so separated from His creation that He is very distant from his creation. It is blasphemous for one to call god his father in the Islamic faith.
d. The God of the Bible is clearly distinguishable from His creation, yet so very personal that He even loves us so much that He sends His own Son to suffer and die for sinful and wicked men…putting us before His only Son!
e. All cannot be logically accepted at the same time. These ideas contradict. They are mutually exclusive. We must pick one, but we cannot have all!

D. The point: Suspending judgment on who God is, is not an intellectual virtue, it is irrational and wreckless considering that we are all going to die one day and may meet our maker and face eternal judgment for our lack of obedience/faith. If we do not know which one, that gives us all the more reason to examine it.

III. Reasons to Accept Christianity As the True Religion
A. None of the things I am about to propose, by themselves, prove that Christianity is a legitimate answer to the true religion, however, the sum total should be a good indication.

B. Because it Firmly Declares Itself to Be
1. Though simply claiming to be the true religion does not make it so, one should expect the true religion to unashamedly define itself as such.

C. Because it offers a solution to man’s dilemma
1. The Bible describes the fall of man and the price (death) that is to be exacted from man (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)
a. Man needs a relationship with God

D. Because it offers salvation as a free gift.
1. Among many other religions, man must earn his salvation through meritorious works
2. Man left wondering what the “tally” of good works vs. bad are – never know whether or not one has done enough to earn one’s salvation.
3. With Christianity, salvation requires obedience by faith. 
a. Hear
b. Believe
c. Repent
d. Confess
e. Baptized
f. Remain faithful, growing in understanding and obedience to God.
g. The requirements are clear and simple. Once those have been obeyed, there is nothing left but obedience to maintain one’s faith.
4. In other religions, man is saved through his own efforts:
a. Hinduism
i. Salvation, in Hinduism, is called Moksha
ii. Moksha is the event when a human being is enlightened and is freed from the cycle of reincarnation (the cycle of life and death and rebirth)
iii. When a Hindu reaches this state of completeness, they become one with God
iv. Four ways to Moksha
a.) The way of Action: Carrying out certain religious ceremonies, duties and rites. The object is to perform works without personal gain.
b.) The Way of Knowledge: This is a tricky one, because Hindus cannot agree on the source or even what the right knowledge is. One is constantly searching for this knowledge. This is trying to use the finite mind to understand and comprehend an infinite universe 
c.) The Way of Devotion: Salvation is reached through acts of worship, based upon the love of the gods. In Hinduism, there are literally thousands of gods. No one really knows for certain how many there are (except the enlightened ones who are one with God).
d.) The Royal Road: Using medidtaion and yoga techniques, commonly used by monks.
b. Buddhism
i. Salvation, to a Buddhist, is similar to being one with god in Hinduism, but the Buddhist calls it reaching a state of Nirvana.
ii. To reach Nirvana you must follow the Noble Eightfold Path. The Noble Eightfold Path is:
a.) Right Understanding: accepting the Four Noble Truths. (The existence of suffering; the cause of suffering; the end of suffering; and the end of pain.)
b.) Right Resolve: renounce the pleasures of the body. Change your lifestyle so that you harm no living creatures and have kind thoughts for everyone.
c.) Right Speech: do not gossip, lie or slander anyone.
d.) Right Action: do not kill, steal or engage in an unlawful sexual act.
e.) Right Occupation: avoid working at any job that could harm someone.
f.) Right Effort: work to eliminate evil from your life. Through your own effort develop good conduct and a clean mind.
g.) Right Contemplation: make your self aware of your deeds, words and thoughts so that you can be free of desire and sorrow.
h.) Right Meditation: train your mind to focus on a single object without wavering so as to develop a calm mind capable of concentration.
iii. Following the Noble Eightfold Path requires that a person do the above eight things.
c. Islam:
i. In Islam there are two ways to get paradise:
a.) Your good deeds are weighed against your bad deeds. If you have done enough good deeds when compared to your bad deeds, you will eventually get to paradise, after spending some time burning in the fires of hell. 
b.) Muslims who die as martyrs defending Islam go directly to paradise.
ii. It is plain to see that in Islam salvation is a result of your works. You may have also noticed that all Muslims, except those who die as martyrs defending Islam, go to hell. This is clearly stated in the Koran, Sura 19, verses 67-68 and 71-72.
a.) (This is Allah speaking through his prophet Mohammed.) "There is not one among you who shall not pass through hell; such is the absolute decree of your Lord. We will deliver those who fear Us, and leave the wrongdoers there, on their knees." (Sura 19:71-72)
b.) This Sura clearly states that everyone goes to hell and that, after some period of time, Allah will deliver those who have done sufficient good deeds from hell, leaving behind those who have not done enough good deeds.
d. Think about who God must be for a moment:
i. Creator of all
ii. Bringing everything into existence through whatever almighty and divine power He must posess
iii. He must be eternal. (How could a God create a universe that seems to perpetuate eternally without also being eternal Himself?)
e. Think about yourself:
i. Compared to God, we are insignificant in every way.
ii. World religions other than Christianity offer salvation through meritorious works or through our own achievenments. 
iii. If God created me, I come into existence indebted to Him.
iv. I am not able to deserve salvation because whatever means I use, whatever elements I encorporate, it all comes as a result of something God has allowed or a condition He has permitted in the first place.
v. Therefore salvation through my own works of merit is an irrational, illogical proposition.
vi. Christianity offers a much superior alternative. Salvation is a free gift from God to all who will, through faith, submit themselves and change their will to His.

E. Because, God Has Communicated to Us
1. In the Christian faith, God communicates to us through His written word. In the past, He communicated through chosen spokesmen.
2. In contrast to religions like eastern religions where truth is subjective, waiting to be discovered with no way to ever be certain that man has found it, the Christian God demonstrates what we would expect:
a. Why would a God, who reveals Himself by leaving behind evidence all around us of His existence, then conceal Himself from us and refuse to make Himself well-known without question or doubt?
b. The Christian faith has a clear, undeniable, uncontested source of information as their source of authority.

F. Because of the miracles of the Bible
1. Though I previously stated that the claim of miracles alone do not prove a religion to be either true or false (because miracles may or may not be genuine), we should expect the true God to be able to perform supernatural events.
2. If there is a God who can create the heavens, the earth,  and even life itself, then it would stand to reason that He could do a number of other great and wonderous things.

G. Because it Offers Truth That Contradicts Common Human Thinking
1. Many of the ultimately harmful orthodox thoughts of man are contradicted by the Bible.
a. When men want something, man’s natural reaction is almost universal: fulfill the desire. Atheism teaches this. Christianity teaches us live by a strict moral code.
b. When angry, men want vengeance, but in Christianity we are told to turn the other cheek.
c. Man places himself first. Christianity teaches us to love others as much as we love ourselves.

H. Because our salvation is assured.
1. If a religion were established by mere men, we would expect to sense some uncertainty about what they taught, hopeful that they were right (and that others would not see through their charade). 
2. If a religion were truly established by God, He would have the ability to set clear guidelines about salvation.
a. In world religions:
i. Buddhism: Hopeful of becoming one with God, but one will not know until the moment of death.
ii. Hinduism is the same.
iii. Islam: One is certain to go to Hell for a period of time.
b. In Christianity, we have assurance of salvation. There is no question or doubt. One can easily understand how one should act and what one should do.

I. Because the God of Christianity Loves You
1. Not true of the Gods of Hinduism 
a. Regarding Hinduism, religioustollerance.org had this to comment:
“Hinduism differs from Christianity and other monotheistic religions in that it does not have:
· a single founder, 
· a specific theological system, 
· a single concept of deity, 
· a single holy text, 
· a single system of morality, 
· a central religious authority, 
· the concept of a prophet. 

b. Hinduism is almost everything, so essentially, it accepts so much and is so unclearly designed that it is nothing

2. Buddhists see God as highly impersonal. In fact some do not believe in God at all, but rather look at the universe as energy in a constant state of changing forms.
3. Christianity: Not merely a religion: but a relationship with God and fellow man

J. Because the God of Christianity has power over death.
1. Buddha did not raise from the dead.
2. Neither did Mohammed.
3. Confucius and Zoroaster are still in the grave.
4. But Christ…He is alive!


Conclusion:
1. The Christian faith is superior in more ways than I am qualified to answer.
2. I would bid you to study it for yourself and tell me what conclusions you have drawn.

Invitation:
1. Christianity  superior because it involves a is a Choice
a. The God of the Bible requires you to make a choice (Josh. 24:15)
b. The choice = yours to make. God will not force you.
c. On the other hand, one born into a Hindu family is considered Hindu. One Born into a Jewiish family is a Jew. One born into a Buddhist family is Buddhist.
2. The Christian faith teaches that God desires you, but He will not take you captive and He will not take you by force. God bids you, come. 
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