DoesGodExist-HowOldisEarth
	“Does God Exist?”                                                                      (A Series Examining the Reliability of the Truth, As It Is Taught in the Scriptures)

 “How old is the Earth?”

Scripture Reading: Job 11:7-11

Accompanying Song: #x “I Believe”

Subject: Apologetics /The Existence of God

Objective: To demonstrate that, contrary to popular teaching, a great deal of scientific evidence suggests that the earth is quite young, possibly only 6,000-10,000 years old.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Apologetics\ExistenceofGodSeries\DoesGodExist-HowOldisEarth.docx

Disclaimer:
1. Does God exist or did the universe come into existence purely by chance?
a. Important issue:
i. Scientists are proactively targeting young minds in our schools…
ii. We send our children to schools; taught to never question teachers (they are the teacher, they can’t possibly be wrong!)
iii. Students look up to, admire professors so knowledgeable, hang on every word
iv. Young bright minds are leaving their faith
v. Worse yet, they are graduating as our grade school, science, chemistry & physics teachers… even the next generation of college teachers to indoctrinate the next generation.
vi. How will this effect us?
1. We are a small, conservative community, won’t effect you? Think again!
2. These graduates are coming into your communities to become your children’s, grandchildren’s and neighbor’s children’s teachers through grade school, high school and college.
3. They will become our future politicians, news broad casters, judges and legislators.
4. No God – no morality – no reason to make abortion, genocide, euthanasia or geronticide illegal
5. If the society denies the very fabric of what holds it together, what will that mean for our religious freedoms, the souls of countless people and the future of our nation?
6. 3-9% of people in our nation no longer believe God exists (Source: Zuckerman, Phil. "Atheism: Contemporary Rates and Patterns", chapter in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism, ed. by Michael Martin, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK (2005).)
b. Issue so important, every man must make it his top priority to answer it to his/her satisfaction.
i. If no God, no problem.
ii. If there is a God then this is the most urgent matter of all!

Introduction:
1. Someone once correctly stated, “For those who know God, no proof is necessary. For those who reject God, no proof is enough.”
2. 60% of people in Indiana believe religion is important part of their lives, ranking 16th in the country, according to the Pew Forum. That means that 40% either find religion unimportant or reject Christian beliefs altogether.
3. The Pew Forum also reports to the fact that churches are losing their youngest members. “Americans ages 18 to 29 are considerably less religious than older Americans. Fewer young adults belong to any particular faith than older people do today.” 7% are either atheist or agnostic, a rising trend in later years.
[image: http://pewforum.org/uploadedImages/Topics/Religious_Affiliation/Unaffiliated/nonbelievers-graphic-090402.gif]
According to the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey, conducted by the Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life (April 2, 2009), 5% of American adults say they do not believe in God or a universal spirit, but only about a quarter (24%) of these nonbelievers actually call themselves atheists. This means that statistics about those who are atheists are less likely to identify themselves as such, making the count much higher than it actually is.

Body: 
I. Is the biblical record able to harmonize with evolutionary arguments?
A. Some have been troubled by scientific claims that claim to have discovered “irrefutable” evidence that the earth is not less than 10,000 years old as the biblical record describes it to be.

B. Some, swayed by this so-called evidence, have attempted to reconcile the biblical record and the advances of evolution by claiming…
1. The creation story is allegorical…
2. Some are deists, claiming there is a God who started these things in motion and then evolution took over.

C. Genesis record was a real account
1.  Nothing in the story that indicates it to be allegorical or symbolize anything other than what it says.
2. Adam is recorded in the genealogical record of Christ (Gen. 3:38), thus Luke understood Adam to be the first man.
3. If Adam is merely an allegorical name representing mankind as some have claimed, then Gen. 5:5, which says that Adam lived 930 years and then died means that all of mankind died!

D. “Day” are literal days
1. Gen. 1:5 defines days not as “ages” as some have claimed. It’s time span is defined, “…evening and the morning were the first day.” 
2. Gen. 1:11, the third day, all botanical (plant) life was brought into existence. However, the sun was not created until the fourth day (Gen. 1:16). If these days are ages representing the passing of millions of years, as some have tried to suggest, how could plants exist for millions of years without a source of heat or light?
3. Gen. 1:24 all living and creeping life forms came alive on land. 
a. How could plants exist for millions of years without insects? 
i. Some plants cross-pollinate through wind. However, others, such as the milkweed flower can only reproduce and thrive if insects cross pollinate for them. How could plants dependent upon pollination by insects survive for millions of years?
ii. Plants need carbon dioxide for photosynthesis. How were plants able to obtain enough carbon dioxide to live for millions of years before the creeping things of the earth evolved?

E. The Bible is inaccurate on the very basic subject of creation, then how can it be trusted on the more difficult subjects?

F. Thus we can see that the day-age, or gap theory as it is otherwise known is not only unlikely, it is incompatible with scripture.


II. The Heavens Declare the Handiwork of God
A. Psalm 19:1; 97:6
B. Evidence suggests that the earth is young. 
C. The Bible is often mocked, ridiculed by atheists, scientists and those who study it and realize that, if it was taken literally, it would indicate that the earth is less than 10,000 years old.

D. The earth contains many “earth clocks” or, in other words, astronomical, physiological  and geological processes that are changing at a measurable, constant rate. A few are:



1. Receding Moon
a. The gravitational pull between the earth and the moon causes the ocean to have tides. Tidal friction between these two bodies causes energy to be transferred to the moon. 
i. Scientists have determined that the moon is currently moving away at 4 cm./yr.
ii. In the past, the closer the moon was, the more the tidal effects had upon it. As it grew farther away, the effects were less.
iii. Reverse-calculating the distance the earth has moved over time, scientists have concluded that the moon can be no older than 750 million years at most, or less than 20% of the supposed 4.5 billion that some believe.
iv. That is calculating it back as close to earth as possible. There is no reason to believe it was ever that close.
v. Note also that nobody knows how the moon got to be in its present orbit. All of the proposed theories as to where it came from have serious problems.  It is a complete mystery — unless it was designed that way from the beginning, which is what we read a moment ago from Genesis.

2. Oil Pressures
i. When oil wells are drilled, we find that the oil is under great pressure. We are very familiar with this information due to the recent disaster in the gulf where engineers took months to cap a leaking oil well.
ii. This presents an enormous problem for those who claim that the oil is billions of years old.
a.) Oil seeps naturally into the ocean, slowly over time because soil and rocks are porous.
b.) That being true, if this pressure has been being relieved naturally over millions and billions of years, shouldn’t the pressure have subsided or completely disappeared by now? 

3. The Sun
a. Stars have a life span. They undergo several changes during their life expectancy. Sometimes a cloud may be hot and dense enough to break up and contract spontaneously under its own gravity.
b. Measurements of the sun’s diameter over the past several hundred years indicate that our sun is shrinking at the rate of about five feer/hour. Assuming this rate has been constant, if we reverse this growth, just one million years ago, the earth would have been so hot that life could not have existed on the planet. 11.2 million years ago the sun would have physically touched the earth at the current rate.

4. The Oldest Living Organisms
a. The Irish oak or the bristlecone pine are among the oldest living organisms on the planet. If we assume the rate of one growth ring per year, the oldest trees are between 4,500 and 4,767 years old. 
b. The fact that these trees are still alive and getting older means that we don’t know how old they can get before they die.
c. If these trees are limited to this age today, evidence then suggests one of two things:
i. Something happened 4,500-4,767 years ago that caused all other trees of this species to die, or…
ii. …the earth has only been around that approximately long.
iii. Note that it is also possible for trees to add more than one growth ring per year which would shorten their age even further.
iv. Archaeologists have not yet found, so far as I have read, fossils older than 1,500 or 1,700 rings.
d. In addition to the trees, the Great Barrier reef is also among the oldest of living things on the earth. 
i. By measuring the growth of its coral for 20 years, it has been determined that the reef is 4,200 years old.
e. Consider this: The Bible tells us that God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in it approximately 1,800 years before the flood in Noah’s day. That would coincide perfectly with the age of these trees and the reef. 

5. Helium in the atmosphere.
a. Helium is the byproduct of the decay of uranium-238. As this uranium decays, it accumulates in the earth’s atmosphere. 
b. Therefore, as time increases, the amount of helium increases.
c. Scientists have estimated the amount of uranium in earth’s crustal rocks and through this they can estimate the rate at which helium is being added to our atmosphere.
d. Scientists have also measured the amount of helium in the atmosphere.
e. If we use the same assumptions that scientists who use radiometric dating make that there was no original source of helium in the atmosphere, a constant decay rate, and that nothing has occurred to add to or take away the helium, that places the earth between 175,000 and 1.76 million years old.

6. Short-Period Comets
a. Short-period comets are comets that revolve around the sun once every hundred years or less.
b. With each revolution, they burn up, losing 1-2% of their mass.
c. After several hundred revolutions, they eventually disintegrate. 
d. At present, there are over 100 of these short-period comets in our solar system. Many of them revolve around the sun in only about 20 years.
e. Since comets are believed to have originated at the same time as our soar system and they have not all disintegrated, this points toward two possibilities
i. Comets are being produced and did not originate with our solar system…
ii. The solar system is young, which explains why the comets still exist…
f. Conclusion: If comets are not being created (and though that is a possibility, there is no reliable data, only hypotheses to assume so), then comets would seem to indicate that the universe is less than 10,000 years old.

7. The erosion of the continets
a. Though we are told that the earth is billions of years old, continents are eroding at a rate that would level them in just 25 million years. How do we explain that?

8. The earth’s rotation is slowing down.
a. Wind is caused by two forces:
i. The heat from the sun’s rays heat air and cause north-south winds or south-north winds (depending upon your latitudinal location). 
ii. East-west wins are caused by the earth’s rotation (clockwise north of the equator and counterclockwise to the south of it).
iii. This is known as the Coriolis effect. The greater the rotational speed, the greater the Coriolis  effect. Due to this, the Sahara Desert is in the process of expanding approximately four miles per year.
a.) Calculations based upon the Sahara’s expansion, the dessert is believed to be 4,000 years old, fitting perfectly with the creationist timeline, beginning its desertification shortly after the world-wide flood in Noah’s day.
b.) Since the earth’s rotation is slowing, and the rotation is what causes the Coriolis effect, the Sahara desert should have already reached its maximum size since, by evolutionists time table, it is supposedly billions of years old.

9. The earth’s population
a. Currently at 6.5 billion
b. In 1810 only 1 billion people lived on earth.
c. At current birthrates, tracing that backward in time, the earth’s population began only about +/- 4,400 years ago (coincidentally, right about the time that the flood occurred, tracing the generations mentioned in the Bible backward in time). 

10. Niagara Falls
a. Of course, the amount of water directly correlates to the amount of erosion. 
b. Using the evolutionary geological timetable, evolutionists have always been puzzled as to why Niagara Falls has not eroded further over the last million and billions of years.
c. However, factoring in the amount of water that would have happened during a worldwide flood, increasing the erosion of the falls, places the age of the falls right about the time when the great flood occurred.

11. Salt in the Oceans
a. Scientists have been measuring the amount of salt in the Oceans of the world
b. Presently, the Oceans contain about 3.6% dissolved minerals.
c. Salt, composed of the minerals sodium and chlorine is the primary mineral.
d. Scientists have estimated that 457 million tons of salt are deposited into the oceans annually while only 122 million tons are removed through various methods. 
e. Using the evolutionary timescale, if the earth were indeed billions of years old, the oceans would be so salty that life could not have existed in them. 
f. Given this data, it strongly supports the creation timeline and a global flood. 
g. Even using very liberal estimates of salinity levels by the evolutionary methods, the oceans could be, at most, 62 million years old, not billions.

12. The Continental Drift
a. Scientists have used the argument of the “Continental Drift” or the “Pangea effect to argue the age of the earth.
b. Evolutionary scientists claim that, by measuring the movments of the continents, they can reverse time lapse and claim that 20 million years ago, many of the continents were joined.
c. However, a quote from a NASA website (http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/gsfc/service/gallery/fact_sheets/earthsci/earth.htm) had the following quote: “Continental drift across the Atlantic Ocean, proposed by Wegener, has not been directly verified because there are not enough plate measurements within the Eurasian and North American continents to show that these are in fact part of rigid plates." (emphasis added )
d. "Meanwhile, since the continents drift as slowly as one's fingernails grow--from one to ten centimeters per year -- even the most precise surveying methods available today have not yet detected drift." – In Defense of Drift, Robert S. Dietz, The Sciences, vol. 23, Nov-Dec. 1983, p. 26; Dietz was a professor of geology at Arizona State University 
e. There is just one problem with the so-called “Pangea Effect”…satellites have measured points across the globe using lasers to determine the movement of the plates upon the earth. What they found was that the whole South American Portion of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge appears to be moving in the wrong direction!
f. Thus the theory, though it looks good on paper, is unfounded by any current fact!!

13. The Magnetic Field of the Earth
a. Scientists have measured that the earth’s magnetic rate is decaying at the rate of 5% every 100 years. 
b. Quotes by scientists confirm this:
i. PETER OLSON (Johns Hopkins University): The Earth's magnetic field has been our protector for millennia, and now, it appears, it's about to go away.
ii. JOHN SHAW (University of Liverpool): The Earth's magnet field is getting weaker rapidly.
iii. MARIO ACUNA (NASA Goddard Space Flight Center): We cannot guarantee that the magnetic field of the Earth is still going to be there a thousand years from today.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/transcripts/3016_magnetic.html] 


c. This means that 1,450 years ago it was twice as strong as it is today and 2900 years ago it was four times as strong.
d. Assuming that the earth has always lost its magenetism at this same rate, this means that magnetic field of the earth only 10,000 years ago would have been 128 times as strong as it is today, the field would generate so much pressure, causing so much heat that life as we know it could not exist on earth.

14. Dinosaur Bones and Blood (and Other Organic Matter)
a. Dino Bones: 
i. According to the evolutionary time tables, dinosaurs existed between 65-220 million years ago.
ii. This is one great example of where evolutionary scientists who adamantly claim to “know” things are not being forthright. The length of time is highly speculative and debatable.
iii. Using a Carbon-14 method (the same method a Neanderthal or Mammoth bone is dated), the dates indicate that dinosaurs were alive 9,800-50,000 years ago.. In fact, Dr. Paul LeBlond, Professor of Oceanography at the University of Brittish Columbia said that any C14 dating over 5,000 years old is highly questionable.
iv. In addition, dinosaur bones have troubled evolutionists. 
a.) In spite of their age, most lack any significant degree of permineralization.
b.) In fact, people who discovered bones on the Colville River on the North Slope of Alaska did not report the bones they found for 20 years because they thought that they were bison bones because they assumed they could not be very old, since they were found in a soft, brown, sandy silt.
c.) Because every year the snow melts and subjects the bones to the elements for 2-3 months these bones called into question the theory about how long ago dinosaurs roamed the earth, the evolutionary-based geological time tables themselves.
b. Dino blood and other organic matter
i. Based upon studies about the observed breakdown of DNA, it has been assumed that DNA would not likely be in tact longer than 10,000 years. 
ii. However, a green Magnolia leaf was found in the Clarkia Fossil Beds in Idaho. The fossil beds were reported to be 17 million years old. However, upon testing scientists found that DNA was still present in the leaf and more shockingly, the magnolia tree had apparently escaped evolution, since the DNA matched the DNA of modern magnolia trees.
iii. May 1996 revealed another surprise. It was reported that ammonites had been found in pristine condition. Their shells and even the organic ligaments were still in tact! Yet they were reported to be 165 million years old!
a.) They were found in mud.
b.) Mud contains water.
c.) Water contains oxygen and oxygen allows oxidation to take place. 
d.) Oxidation causes things to break down. 
e.) These mud springs are further evidence that something is wrong with the current evolutionary scheme for dating fossils.

15. Axel Heiberg and Ellesmere Islands
a. Islands located in northern Canada, above the Arctic circle.
b. Winters so cold there that the only trees that are able to grow there are shrubs about a foot in height.
c. However, numerous large stumps and trees are on or buried just beneath the surface.
d. Evolutionary scientists have suggested that the answer to this riddle is that the trees are the remnants of a forest that inhabited the area 40-65 million years prior.
e. The trees are not petrified and can still be sawn and burned.
f. Pine cones and pine needles are also preserved in the salty, silty, soil. 
g. The roots of these trees are missing.
h. This suggests that they may not have grown there, but were deposited there through some catastrophic event and were later redeposit there at different levels.
i. What is more, their plant tissue is equivalent to other plants found in modern conifer forests.
j. There are similar sites in Siberia and Antartica!
k. Ironically, this is exactly what happened at Spirit Lake near Mt. St. Helens, however the trees there are still under water. At some time in the future, they may be left standing upright, looking as if they grew there.

16. Carbon-14 in the Atmosphere. 
a. Carbon-14 is created when radiation from the sun strikes nitrogen-14 atoms in the earth’s upper atmosphere.
b. The amount of C-14 being produced is greater than the amount decaying back to N-14.
c. The earth’s atmosphere is not yet saturated with Carbon-14.
d. It is estimated that the atmosphere will have as much C-14 as N-14 in 30,000 years.
e. By calculating the growth of C-14 in the atmosphere, they can reverse-calculate that same trend and determine the time when there was no C-14 in the earth’s atmosphere.
f. Assuming that C-14 has increased at the same rate at which it now does, this puts the age of the earth at less than 10,000 years old!
g. In fact, as we mentioned, Carbon-14 eventually decays back to Nitrogen-14
i. However, C-14 is found in organic materials of all types: including diamonds, coal seams, carbonized wood, unfossilized wood and dinosaur bones.  
ii. In fact, that is the problem.  In other words, Carbon 14 is found where it shouldn't be – if the earth were "billions of years" old, if these items are billions of years old. 

17. The Dead Sea
a. The Dead Sea is in Israel and its bottom is 2,300 feet below sea level. 
b. Because its land is so much lower than the areas that surround it, the Sea of Galilee via the Jordan River and many other streams in the area drain into it, but it has no water that drains out of it.
c. This means that all of the minerals from the surrounding mountains end up in the Dead Sea.
d. This are of the world also gets very hot. In fact, evaporation is the way the majority of the water leaves the sea. When the water evaporates, it leaves behind the minerals.
e. Scientists have calculated the amount of salt in the Dead Sea. Every year it gets saltier.
f. By measuring how fast the salt in the sea is rising, they can date this backward to 13,000 years ago when the sea would have had no salt in it at all, also supporting the belief of a young-earth.

18. Historical Records
a. Evolutionists claim that early historical records by humans date back 20,000 years.
b. However, when some of the earliest writings were tested, they were surprised to learn that carbon dating showed that these records extended back only about 4,600-5,400 years. 

19. DNA
a. In 1989 scientists compared the Mitochondrial DNA of various races and concluded that they all came from a single woman, whom they called “Eve”.
b. They claimed that she would have lived between 100,000-200,000 years ago.
c. The story was widely reported in the press.
d. Later discoveries revealed that mutations in Mitochondrial DNA took place about 20 times faster than previously reported. This means that this “Eve” did not live 100,000-200,000 years ago, but 5,000-10,000 years ago, agreeing with the Biblical record.
e. Unfortunately, this new discovery did not make the headlines.

20. Rapid Mountain Uplift
a. In March 2005, Dr.John Braumgardner released his assessment of the “Recent Rapid Uplift of Today’s Mountains” in an article.
b. He states, "An ongoing enigma for the standard geological community is why all the high mountain ranges of the world -- including the Himalayas, the Alps, the Andes, and the Rockies -- experienced most of the uplift to their present elevations in what amounts to a blink of an eye, relative to the standard geological time scale.  In terms of this time scale, these mountain ranges have all undergone several kilometers of vertical uplift since the beginning of the Pliocene about five million years ago.  This presents a profound difficulty for uniformitarian thinking because the driving forces responsible for mountain building are assumed to have been operating steadily at roughly the same slow rates as are observed in today's world for... the past several hundred million years."


Conclusion:
1. As we can see there is ample evidence of a young earth.
2.  If the earth is very young, that certainly seems to support no other story than the biblical account.
3.  We’ve been talking about “earth clocks.” How many clocks do you need to see before you believe what time it is?

Invitation:
1. Maybe, from our lesson there is one in the audience tonight who realizes deeply for the first time there is a God…
2.  Maybe there is one who has believed in God all along but has never obeyed His will.
3.  If you would like to know what is necessary to become a Christian, we can discuss it together. 
4. Please let us know what can be done before leaving the building.
5. This song of encouragement is sung for you.
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