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“Sleeping Peacefully With the Lions”
(Daniel 6)

Scripture Reading: Psa. 91:9-16

Accompanying Song: #x “Dare to Be Like Joshua”

Objective: To encourage others to have a faith like Daniel through examining his faith and committing to the implementation to those principles!

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\Daniel\Dan6SleepingPeacefullyWithLions.docx

Introduction:
1. Opening Slide - Read about a plot against Daniel (Daniel 6)
2. Darius Reigns
3. Belshazzar: last of the Babylonian kings; Darius the Mede  reigns over the empire 
4. Darius appoints 100 satraps over the kingdom.
a. Equivalent to dividing the kingdom into 100 parts and appointing vassal kings as protectors of their realms.
b. A move to protect the empire. Darius realized that the empire was too large for him to rule independently, so he delegates this help to various vassals across the empire
c. Over the satraps were governors, of which Daniel was one.

5. The governors conspire against Daniel.
a. They determine that the only way Daniel will ever be in violation of anything that will offend the king will be if there is a new law passed to prevent him from serving the Lord, so they conspire against Daniel to have just such a law passed.
b. The law they plead with the king to pass is one that no one shall be allowed to petition their God for thirty days.
c. He who is found guilty shall be thrown to the den of lions.
d. Furthermore, they convince the king to pass the law according to the law of Medes, a law “which does not alter” or, in other words, can by no means be revoked or taken back. This law is a law above all others, written in stone.
e. The king, naïve to their intentions with such a piece of legislation, passes the law.

6. Our lesson: Examine Dan. 6 to see if we can see clues about Daniel’s faith so we, like Daniel, can sleep peacefully with the lions. 

Body: 
I. Daniel had spent years developing his faith.
A. Daniel becomes aware that the writing forbidding prayer was signed, yet it did not change his custom one bit. He prayed openly, his windows open for a passerby to see.
a. The conspirators find Daniel as expected and report his “illegal activity” to the king, reminding the king of his irrevocable decree.
b. When the king learns that it is Daniel who is guilty of violating the decree, he realizes that he has made a mistake.  
c. The king tries to save Daniel from suffering the consequences of the law. It says that “he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him.” Yet he was bound by the rule of law that it could not be overturned.

B. We need to learn a lesson from Daniel…
1. To stop praying would be like leaving the danger of the lifeboat for the safety of the shark-infested waters!
a. Though he may have spared his life to retain good standing before king the ungodly Nebuchadnezzar…
b. He would be forced to compromise his relationship with the Lord
c. Are we guilty of ever letting people or things come between ourselves and the Lord?
i. Choosing work, sports, family events, etc. over worship?
ii. Choosing popularity over living your Christian faith proudly before others?
2. Daniel remembered that God was all that could benefit Him!
3. We should never fear men who tell us to act contrary to the will of God in order to save ourselves!
a. Countries of persecution: Roman govt. under Diocletian - what the Christians who would rather face the lions than renounce their faith knew)
b. (Mat. 10:28; Ac. 5:29)

C. Contrary to popular belief, great faith does not come by accident (Dan. 6:10) “he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.”
1. Time to develop your faith is now, not when you need it (and you will need it someday)!
2. People worry on their deathbeds from anxiety about where they are going.

D. Develop and cling to the only one who has any eternal value – God

E. It was because Daniel had developed his faith that he was able to sleep peacefully with the lions!


II. Daniel had a living, working, open faith.
A. We see that as he evangelizes, teaching even the mighty king Nebuchadnezzar while interpreting his dream in Dan. 2:
1. (Dan. 2:26) Daniel asked if he was able to interpret the dream.
a. Interesting response to the king’s question (probably asked in doubt): (Dan. 2:28) “…there is a God in Heaven who reveals secrets…” and “…He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be.”
b. Daniel continues (Dan. 2:30) by removing all credit from himself “"But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living…”
2. It was because of this that the king came to know the true God Daniel served (Dan. 2:46).
3. True again in Dan. 6
a. Exhausting all efforts to no avail, the king is forced to abide by his word. 
b. He states to Daniel, “"Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you." (Dan. 6:16)
c. A stone is rolled across the opening of the lion’s den and sealed with the king’s insignia as a sign that no one had opened it. 
d. The king’s faith  in Daniel’s God is lacking. The king, fretting about Daniel’s fate, fasts all night, refuses to allow his musicians to play and did not sleep at all that night.
e. He rose early the next morning  with haste to the den of lions to learn of Daniel’s fate.
f. Knowing Daniel’s faith, he calls out, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?" Daniel responds, “O king, live forever.” And tells how the angel of the Lord shut the mouths of the lions so that they did him no harm. 
g. Daniel is removed from the den without incident.
4. (Dan. 6:3) Daniel had developed his faith so that others could see it working in him!
a. Daniel’s faith was as open as his windows were (Dan. 6:10)! In spite of threats, Daniel had developed his faith so that it was not shaken when threats from his enemies came.
b. We are told to pray secretly (Mat. 6:6)
i. May pray “in the closet” - does not mean we become a closet Christian!
ii. Daniel’s faith: private, but publically known (could not be hidden)
a.) It was private, because he went into his room to pray. Daniel did not exercise his religious beliefs in order to be seen by men, but it was a personal act of devotion to his Lord. However, when one is so fully committed to the Lord as Daniel was, it will demonstrate itself in every venue of our lives. Therefore…
b.) It was public. Daniel did not practice his religion to be seen, but he also didn’t hide it. The other governors knew Daniel’s faith well. Notice that Daniel went into his room to pray “with his windows open” (Dan. 6:10). Windows are not intended so much that others may see in, but so we can see out and let sunshine and fresh air in. Nonetheless, People can see through open windows and Daniel could have been seen in his daily custom. In fact, whereas he prayed three times a day, it would have been very common to be able to see Daniel doing so. 
c.) Would people know us as people of prayer? Would others identify this as your custom? Might people often accidentally  stumble upon you while engrossd in prayer? Be like Daniel. Make your faith private, but also let it permeate your life so that others know well of the faith that you have.
d.) Do people who know you know where you go to church?
i.) Would they know what you believe, even if they didn’t agree w/you?
ii.) Would they turn to you if they had a spiritual question?
c. In fact, even though his accusers hated him and tried to put him to death, tey saw his faith as well…
d. The only way that they could accuse him of any wrongdoing was to outlaw those things that he did that were right!
i. They know they aren’t going to find any charge against Daniel.
ii. The only thing that they can safely predict is that Daniel is steadfastly devoted to the Lord.
iii. Therefore, in order to be able to convict Daniel of sin, they must first make certain that a law is passed throughout the kingdom that Daniel will not be willing to obey. The only thing they know he has strong enough convictions about that will not be moved is that nothing he does will come in between himself and the Lord.
iv. What about you? If someone wanted to accuse you of wrongdoing, could it be said of you that the only way you would be guilty of violating the law would be if your service to the Lord became illegal?

v. Let that be said of us!

B. Daniel’s accusers receive their punishment.
a. “…those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions-them, their children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.” (Dan. 6:24)
b. Reminiscent of Heb. 10:30 that reminds us that vengeance belongs to the Lord and the Lord will judge His people.
c. Thus the enemies of God’s people are silenced!

C. The great decree is given by the king that every nation must fear and tremble before the God of Daniel (Dan. 6:26-27) thus the people of the kingdom also become aware of the God of heaven through Daniel’s actions!

D. Daniel had nothing to fear or be ashamed of before the Lord. Because he had a living, working faith, he was able to sleep peacefully with the lions!

III. Daniel’s had strengthened his faith so that it was not weakened by the threats of his enemies…
A. Daniel was hated because of his faith an upright walk before the Lord!

B. Remember again what had happened in Dan. 2
1. Although these men conspiring against Daniel owe their very lives to him…
a. (Dan. 2:12)
b. They are blinded by their envy of Daniel’s position (Dan. 2:48).
c. Probably also angry that they had been exposed as frauds (Dan. 2:27-28). (Side note: why had the king kept the frauds around?)
2. Now in chapter 6 the wise men conspire to be rid of Daniel once and for all.

C. Might this be similar to the words of Christ, including the prophecy from Psa. 35:19 about Jesus quoted in John 15:17-25 which says, “'They hated Me without a cause”?

D. When we do what is right and tell what is true, what do we, in effect do to the deeds of some others? 
a. (Jn. 3:19-20) Doing good and speaking the truth exposes the evil deeds me do.
b. Because of this, the world will hate us.

E. Do we expose the sin in the lives of others through our attitude and actions? We should!

F. Because Daniel was concerned only with standing right before the Lord and was not concerned with what men might say or do that he was able to sleep peacefully with the lions!

IV. Daniel understood and appreciated the power of an active prayer life.
A. (Dan. 6:7) Think about this, prayer only banned for thirty days.
1. What would  you have done if you found yourself in Daniel’s position? After all, it is only thirty days and afterward you could resume praying as usual.
2. The point is this: Daniel would not let anything come between himself and the Lord. Thirty days was too much to ask. Daniel would rather face death than not pray. What’s more is that the other governors knew this was certain to be true because they assumed he would break the law.

B. What if you were in Daniel’s position? Is prayer this important to you?

C. Let absolutely nothing come between you and the worship of your God!

D. Because Daniel had an active prayer life, he was able to sleep peacefully with the lions!

Conclusion:
1. What about you? When troubles come your way, are you able to sleep peacefully with the lions?
2.  No matter what comes your way…no matter what dangers you face, will you be able to sleep peacefully, though you’ve been thrown to the lions?
3. Do you know why Daniel was able to endure that night (and I might like to even think he did get some good sleep in the lion’s den)…because Daniel knew that even if it were the Lord’s will that he be devoured by the lions that he would still be all right because that meant he would simply go to be with His Heavenly Father whom he loved so much!

Invitation:
1. (Dan. 6:22) Notice after Daniel was discovered alive in the lion’s den he said the angel had spared him because he was found innocent.
2. Could the Lord say the same of you and I? He can, if we are found in the blood of Christ (Ac. 22:16)!
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