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Introduction:
1. We would never want to leave someone with the impression that they have a chance to be saved although they did not obey God because that leaves one with the idea that they could be saved outside of Christ. That could not be (Jn. 8:24).
2. The question that we face is whether or not a devout Gentile (like Cornelius) could be saved before the cross?
3. I believe the answer is a resounding “yes”. And here is why:

Body: 
I. Israel’s Special Purpose
A. It might be fair and accurate to say that God gave the Israelites an advantage of sorts (Dt. 7:6-8)
1. When God chose them:
a. Other people of the earth (as a whole) could be allowed to fall away, but God chose the nation of Israel to be the people as a people through whom His Son would come into the world.
b. Because God’s Son was holy, pure and special God would not merely send His Son into this world under merely any circumstances. He wanted to send Him into a Holy people…a people who devoutly followed Him.
c. Of course man (the Jews) frequently made a mess of this (which was why God often chastised them to get them back on track). Other people were allowed to use free will to chose to be saved or lost. While Israel had free will, God could not allow them to turn away from Him. 
d. In this there is a lesson hidden for the importance of faithful parents. God Himself demonstrates that He would not send His Son into a home where his parents were ungodly. God preserved the faith of an entire nation’s faith through guidance so that His Son could enter the world. 
B. That being said, because God had to preserve His law through this people, they had an advantage in the sense that although other nations could choose whether to serve the Lord or not to, God had to keep redirecting the nation of Israel back to Him. That gave them an advantage.
1. Emotional reasoning says: if God keeps refocusing and redirecting the Jews and not other people, then that would give them an advantage
2. Emotional reasoning says that the Jews would have an advantage being the only ones given the law of Moses, thereby knowing how to serve God.
3. Emotional reasoning says, “What about someone who has the misfortune of being born a non-Jew? Just because they never hear of the Law of Moses, they then are in a position that God will send them to Hell for what they had the misfortune of never understanding? I do not believe so.

II. The Patriarchal Law: Could a man know God outside the Law of Moses?
A. Paul said yes 
1. Romans written to the Gentiles (Rom. 1:13)
2. (Rom. 1:17) He mentions that the “righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."
a. I once, to my shame, thought what Paul was referring to was the faith of the O.T. law to now the faith of the Christian faith. Though still applicable, I believe Paul refers more broadly to any faith (Jew or Gentile) one has had in the one true God – Christ (God’s plan) is now being unfolded for all men to gather into the one true faith.
b. God will not tolerate ungodliness who suppress the truth. (But I thought the Gentiles could not know the truth, Paul. Why could God punish them if they could not know it? Paul says they could know it. To deny what they could know would be to “suppress the truth in unrighteousness”.
c. How they could know if they did not have the law of Moses?
3. Jesus taught a principle of seeking and finding (Mat. 7:7); those who are seeking truth will find it; Seems to be true for household of Cornelius
a. (Rom. 1:19-23) We can see God’s handiwork through nature itself!
i. They did not have the law of Moses
ii. Who says that one must follow a written law in order to please the Lord?
iii. I am not saying we can disregard His commands.
iv. I am saying this: (Rom. 4:15) “where there is no law there is no transgression.”
v. In other words:
a.) If we God gives us a law, we must follow it (Jew)
b.) If I can understand, through the observance of nature ( the world around us) that something is wrong, I must obey that law
b. Hebrews speaks of faith:
i. Definition (Heb. 11:1-3) undeniable laws of the world
ii. Some things we know through observation of the world:
a.) There is a God: Design demands a designer
b.) It is wrong to kill others.
c.) It is wrong to fornicate
i.) Broken marriages
ii.) Broken hearts,  homes
iii.) Hurt children
d.) Drunkenness/drugs often lead to poor judgment/immorality
i.) Lost lives due to auto accidents
ii.) Thrown in jail
iii.) Broken homes
iv.) Addiction
c. Rom. 2:12-16
a.) That there is a God and that some things are clearly seen even without God speaking to us directly
b.) This is why Paul said in Rom. 1:20 that they are “without excuse”
d. Heb. 11:6
i. Also what the Hebrew writer meant when He said that, without faith it is impossible to please God; again, seekers will find (as we said in Mat. 7:7).
ii. Why we can reach some people and others we cannot – some want to seek & know truth: applicable for all people!

III. Abrahamic Covenant (Through Which the Law Came): For Jews, Not Gentiles
A. Given only to Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 17:7-14)
1. Circumcision: sign of the people God had made this special covenant with
2. Not to say God might not have been working with others in background
3. Bible simply follows the story of God working with this people…the Jewish people because it is through them that all of the nations of the world shall be blessed.
B. True one could serve God as a proselyte
C. No command for the Jews to convert others or evangelize telling others that if they did not convert to Judaism that they would be dammed to Hell
D. Is true of Christianity (Mat. 28:18-20)
E. It is not that men are saved without keeping the law of God, but rather that God merely had different requirements for the Jews (I believe they were held to a special standard for being chosen to usher in God’s Son)

IV. Evidence of God Working With the Gentiles Behind the Scenes
A. (Gen. 14:18-20) Melchizedek was “the priest of God Most High”  who served the same God Abraham served; Abraham acknowledged him as such up to 
B. Jonah sent to Nineveh to tell them to repent, which they did.
C. Baalam was a Gentile prophet of God who was summoned by Balak to curse the Israelites before they entered the land of Canaan (Num. 22:5-24:25)
D. Rahab, a Canaanite could see the right thing to do when she essentially betrayed her people by helping the Israelites, God’s children (Josh. 2; Mat. 1:5; Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25).
E. Ruth was a godly woman, though a Gentile, a Moabite (Ruth 1-4; Mat. 1:5)
F. Uriah the Hittite seemed to even have an attitude that was morally superior than King David, a Jew who had him murdered (2 Sam. 11 esp. vs. 8-11)
G. In Acts 6 there arose a dispute over the neglect of helping some needy Hellenist widows. The apostles decided to appoint men who were “men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” (Ac. 6:3) to tend to this business.  Ac. 6:5 describes Nicolas who was one of the men chosen. He was a proselyte to the Jewish faith described in this manner. 
H. There were Jews in all parts of the world (Ac. 2:5ff). Certainly, these “devout men” would have had influence and taught (even if just by example) those they lived near.

V. God commands us to obey what we can, not what we cannot.
A. Logical reasoning:
1. We understand that a fair and just God would not allow one to be born with a severe mental handicap and then require them to understand and obey the gospel.
2. I think many would agree that God might overlook one not partaking of the communion if one had a serious allergy to grape juice or wheat products.
B. Is this taught in the Bible? Yes!
a. Paul indicates that the ignorance of the Gentiles was overlooked for a time (Ac. 17:31)
i. Paul says, no longer true after death of Christ 
ii. This is why people were sent to preach the gospel now – to warn them that things had changed
iii. Not mean the Gentiles saved by default
iv. As previously stated, Gentiles were amenable to the law they could observe apart from the law through nature or some type of intervention of God

VI. “What if scenarios.”
A. We are often confronted with “what about…” or “what if…” scenarios.
1. “What about the Gentile who died who served God to the best of His ability but got some things wrong out of ignorance?”
2. “What about those who died after the resurrection of Christ who did not have ability or opportunity to obey the gospel message?”
3. “What is someone died on their way to the baptistery?”
a. We cannot determine the outcome of such scenarios…and the reason we struggle with questions so is because we are severely unqualified to do so.
b. (Psa. 7:11) God is a just judge. So far as every scenario and questions about what a person could do or could not do, we need not worry. God will sort it out!
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Conclusion:
1. Jews were held accountable to God’s laws given to them by Moses.
2. Although Gentiles who were unaware of these laws could not justly be held accountable to them, they did need to acknowledge those things that are evident in the universe that God created.
3. So far as those questions/scenarios that we cannot answer, we need not have concern. Judgment of the eternal soul is, thankfully, in the hands of the most just Judge, YHWH God!
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