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“Cheating Our Families”
(Scripture[s])

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 23, 2011
Scripture Reading: Eph. 6:4
Accompanying Song: “God Give Us Christian Homes”
Subject:  Family
Objective: To encourage the listener to spend the appropriate amount of time with their families.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Works In Progress\CheatingOurFamilies.docx

Introduction:
1. Cheating
a. Students think of doing something unfair or unethical on test; plagiarism
b. Athletes – breaking rules; stereroids to gain competitive edge in athletics
c. CPA - cheating brings to mind doing something to lie about or cover up income earned to avoid paying taxes that  are due
d. Couples – adultery or sexual unfaithfulness comes to mind; 
e. Means a lot of different things to a lot of different people but in essence it is when someone does something that is unfair to another in order to get personal gain for themselves

2. Cheating is also something that can happen so quietly, so subtly that we barely even notice that it happened!


Body: 
I. Bible Cheaters
A. David
1. Do not know what kind of father he was
2. Busy man
a. King
b. Man of war (1 Chr. 28:3)
c. Distracted with worldly lusts – Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11)
d. Many wives and concubines bore him children (2 Sam. 5:13) 
e. Even when God told David that he could not build the temple, he busied himself preparing all of the materials for temple (1 Chr. 21-29)
3. Does not seem that David took enough time being father
a. Failure seen in Absalom’ who murdered his own brother and revolted against his father David (2 Sam. 13-18)
b. Failure seen in Solomon 
i. Married non-Jewish women - not lawful 300 wives 700 concubines
ii. Chip off old block – David’s son
iii. Busied himself
a.) Regular responsibilities dealing with matters a king would deal with
b.) (Eccl. 2:10-11) Busy with building the kingdom 
c.) Busy with worldly pursuits - 300 wives 700 concubines, worldly pleasures
iv. Could not imagine how he possibly had time to be a good father to how ever many children he fathered with wives and concubines
v. His son Rehoboam  made wreck of kingdom, divided in half! (1 Kgs. 12:1-19)
c. How could he have time to be a good father to them all?

B. Eli
1. Not example of father we should follow in realm of discipline
2. Remembered as the man who failed to discipline his children as he should have
a. Hophni & Phineas - sons
b. Fornicators, corrupt, took meat from the pot in the tabernacle that was not lawful for them to take
3. Had authority
a. Father (Dt. 21:18-21)
b. High priest over his sons
c. Judge over Israel
4. In his defense, he did tell his sons that they should not do what they were doing, but Eli failed to get involved, take action – left these reprobates as priests over Israel
5. I do not know how busy Eli was but it appears he should have spent more time fathering those two boys – they were out of control and he did little to stop them 
6. Seemed that he chose to turn and look the other way

C. All of these men are examples of what I would like to call “Bible Cheaters”
1. What all seemed to have in common: busy, but busy with things other than their families
2. The best I can see, they did not devote the time to their families that their families deserved.
3. Each case - disaster resulted

D. In like manner, we can become guilty of being cheaters ourselves today!

II. Cheating Our Families
A. May not be guilty of cheating on test, taxes, infidelity in marriage…but it is easy to become guilty of cheating the family: 
1. Some cheat families and never realize it
2. Today’s discussion: Cheating: When we give to others that which ultimately belongs to the family

B. Everyone Must Do Their Part: Regardless of status in life: child, parent, grandparent, etc.; We all have role in the family!
1. Children (Col. 3:20)
2. Parents (Pr. 22:6)
3. Husbands (1 Tim. 5:8); Providing more than physical/financial needs
4. Wives (Tit. 2:4); Love = more than an emotion; providing family what it needs as only a woman can
5. Grandparents (Pr. 13:22); remember that at time Bible written it was common for multiple generations to live together
6. Not going to go into every responsibility every family member has – think we are all aware we have a job in family
7. Whether or not you do your part has major effect on rest of family
8. Illust.
a. Responsibilities are like a weight you must carry (Rock) – your part of the load
b. Others in the family have to carry our burden when we aren’t there to do it ourselves!
c. For a while, they will – why? They love you. 
i. We don’t mind taking up slack as family and helping out the people we love – healthy family = a team!
ii. They can see your job, the sports you are in, hanging out w/friends are important to you…
iii. They don’t want to be the one holding you back from achieving your dreams!
d. And they carry it for days, months, years and it gets heavy 
e. After a while that burden becomes awful heavy, but they are holding on.

III. Why Others End Up Carrying Our Load:
A. Why Others End Up Carrying Our Load:
1. Gone – Couples where husband always gone hunting trips, fishing, driving truck
2. So often times, we allow our lives to get so busy & we become so involved w/other things that we end up over committed, over extended, overworked leaving only a little left over for our families!
3. Irony – the people you care about most; people who care about you the most end up taking a back seat; ones you would rather spend time with get the least amount of it and those who care least for you end up getting it all
a. Fear – telling boss you can’t take on that project that will require extra hours
b. Pressure – to do well – teens spend hours in sports w/coach that yells at them! Want to fit in.

B. When we give our time away to other people, other things, we put off our responsibilities at home!
1. We put off so much, that sociologists have nick-named us the “Hold-On Generation”
a. We tell our families, “I don’t have time to spend with you right now but just hold on!”
b. I don’t have time to spend with you now but if you will just hold on we will go on vacation in a couple of months and we’ll spend time together then
c. I just need to answer this phone call/this text/this email now so if you will just hold on I’ll get with you in a moment
d. “Hold on, this is the busy season.”
e. Just need to get this chore done! 
2. What ends up happening: One task is completed and two more quickly jump in their place and we still don’t have time.
3. But “hold on!”

IV. “Too Little, Too Late (Temporary Solutions)
A. The “Quick Fix”
1. We cheat, and then try to make it up in ways that don’t make up for it in ways that are far too little, far too late. 
2. Trying to make up for it by spending a few hours or even a day here or there “making it up to them” won’t fix it
3. Flowers/gifts won’t fix it!
4. A vacation for your family won’t fix it! (Might feel like it b/c spending time together but problems will return if you return to your normal routine!)
5. Saying your sorry won’t fix it.

B. We end up cheating a lot more than we ever bargained for:
1. Family
2. Church family (they often don’t receive commitment/attention they deserve)
3. The Lord – too busy to study, pray, think – too busy to learn/improve upon a new skill that would benefit the church!

V. When the Rock Drops
A. After a while, carrying your burden, as well as someone else’s becomes heavier and heavier over time!

B. Those you love can only lift this burden so long before the burden becomes so heavy that they mentally and emotionally give in and the Rock Drops because eventually their emotional and mental weakness gives in and the rock drops.

C. Sometimes when the rock drops, the rock shatters.
1. When the rock shatters, the vows you took when you got married are shattered.
2.  Your families are shattered
3. Children are shattered
4. Family vows are shattered
5. Relationships with those you love are shattered!
6. They are shattered because over time the cheating happens over and over and over again. Eventually they are mentally just unable to continue carrying that burden.

D. You can tell when the rock has shattered – because the little things suddenly become huge things.
1. When the rock has dropped and shatters, the littlest things become a major issue
2. Arguments over smallest matters
3. Littlest things becomes an annoyance
4. Family members internalize , stop caring about doing well; everyone shrinks back into their own little world
5. Kids rebel
6. Marriage relationship becomes cold!

E. Surprised, we look around and we wonder:
1. “What happened? Why are my kids struggling in school?” – He’s been cheating at work (not with the secretary, just with the task at hand).
2. “What happened? Why aren’t we getting along?” – There has been a burden for far too long.
3. “What happened? Why did my wife pack up the kids and leave?” – She’s been holding on for too long.
4. “What happened? Our daughter is pregnant?”
5. “Why isn’t my child interested in spiritual things?” 
6. It may be that they have been holding the burden for too long and now they have mentally and emotionally given up!
7. Why is it all failing? Because you have failed them! You were cheating your family!

F. If they had the vocabulary…if they understood that what was happening…if they had the courage to just come out and say so, they would say, “I don’t want flowers, or vacations…I need you to stop cheating our family!”

VI. Ways We Cheat
A. Resources – Giving things our family needs to use them selfishly for ourselves!

B. Time 
1. Spend so much time at work and working to gain money/advancing one’s career that we have little/none left to give to the family as they need it
2. So busy w/other activities
3. Kids – friends, sports, clubs, texting, phone, video games, internet, or just camping out in room

C. Energy
1. Give all energy to other activities
2. Work - come home mentally or physically exhausted and not able to give the attention to the family and the responsibilities at home that it deserves

D. Heart – we may be there physically but in our heart is somewhere else

VII. Are You Guilty?
A. Some of you grew up in homes like that. Some of you might live in homes lie that!
1. All the toys they might bring back from a business trip
2. All of the flowers 
3. Every promise to spend more time together later did not make up for the times they simply weren’t there.

B. John Anderson sings a touching song, entitled “I Wish I Could Have Been There” Lyrics:
When our baby Kate was born it was the biggest day of my life
Lying there, little bows in her hair
In the loving arms of my wife
I was the proudest papa in the USA
Makin' a living on the road somewhere a thousand miles away

It was a happy day, but kinda' sad
I wish I coulda' been there
I wish I coulda' been there
I wish I coulda been there for that

Little Bobby hit his first home run
He was the hero of the home town crowd
Two to one, it was a winning run
Everybody was cheering loud
And mommy she was smilin' saying he's a chip off of the old block
But I was on the road somewhere between Memphis and Little Rock

It was a happy day but kinda' sad
I wish I coulda' been there
I wish I coulda' been there
I wish I coulda' been there for that

Now Bobby and Kate are all grown up
And moved away
They stay in touch 
We're proud of the two good kids we raised
And it's hard to believe we are celebrating our twenty fifth year today
This party's nice but the kids aren't here
At least they called to say
Congratulations mom and dad

I wish we could have been there
I wish we could have been there
I wish we could have been there for that
It was a happy day, but kinda' sad
I wish they could have been there
I wish they could have been there 
I wish they could have been there, for that

VIII. God Wants You to Stop Cheating
A. God wants us to stop cheating our families! God wants us to stop placing an unfair burden on them!

B. Eph. 5:25 
1. What is more important to God? Success in Family or Success in Career?
2. Love your wife so much – willing to lay down your life for her!

C. Eph. 6:5-9
1. God wants you to be a diligent worker but…
2. God never says lay down your life for your job!

IX. The Lies We Tell Ourselves (Justification)
A. (Lk. 10:41-42) “I am doing it all for them!” - Trying to get ahead financially, at work, etc.
1. Martha – said name twice – had to get her attention
a. Your focus on worldly things – I want you to focus on spiritual!
b. Earth to Martha
c. Priorities out of line
2. She needed to express her priorities by BEING with the Son of God, not just by DOING FOR the Son of God
3. Telling self you are doing it all for them
a. God appreciates hard work
b. God appreciates diligence
c. God does not appreciate you doing so much that you forget to spend time with the ones you love!
4. Illust. – buy kids toys, put them in endless activities and we are DOING and DOING and we have lost art of BEING!
5. Don’t buy into that lie!
6. Express your love by BIENG with your family, not just PROVIDING for your family!

B. “We need _____. I am providing for my family.” 
1. The latest model car
2. The nicest house we can afford
3. Kids have to wear the latest styles/name brands
4. The things we max our credit cards out to buy
5. (Lk. 12:23, 31)
6. Seeking the kingdom – is one truly seeking the kingdom if they are cheating their family?
7. Men feel need to provide for homes
8. Provide? Yes! Need the latest gadgets, nicest clothes? Do without and learn to love one another, not the things money can buy!

C. “I need to do it to advance in the company.” (Getting Ahead)
1. Need to redefine just where we are getting ahead to!
2. Need to place our professional success in the hands of God who can open those doors!
a. Keep seeking the kingdom first in mind!
b. (1 Cor. 16:8-9;  Rev. 3:7-8) 
i. Do not forget, our God is the God who can open doors!
ii. Jesus opens doors for those who are His; those faithful
iii. Joseph (O.T.) – Risen from slavery and prison to second over all Egypt– nothing Joseph did on his own; God provided the opportunities
3. Need to get ahead? 
a. You don’t have to cheat your family!
b. You have to obey God!

X. The Solution: (If You Want to Stop Cheating Your Family)
A. Exercise Wisdom At Work (Dan. 1)
1. Like Daniel, We Have Competing Demands (Dan. 1:1-7)
a. God says I have foods I want you to eat, and I deserve the honor
b. King Nebuchadnezzar says he has some foods he wanted Daniel to eat and he wanted the honor
c. Like Daniel:
i. We have Demands at Home, Demands Other Places
ii. We have Demands at Home, Demands Friends
iii. We have Demands at Home, Demands at Work
iv. We have Demands at Home, Demands Hobbies
d. Daniel must choose who his master is going to be
2. Daniel Made Up His Mind: What, When & How (Dan. 1:8a)
a. Daniel determines not to defile himself
b. Life on line – Babylonian capture; In situation Daniel very tempted to make excuses to justify cheating
c. Daniel is not going to cheat
d. Like Daniel, must determine, no matter what consequences may be, you are not going to cheat!
3. Like Daniel, Seek an Alternative (Dan. 1:8b)
a. Most of time the reason we don’t stop cheating our families is because we feel like we have no option
b. Work less hours? Boss will never go for that!
c. Daniel did not want to eat unclean foods and break the law; he wanted to eat only vegetables
d. Daniel found out what was most important:
i. At first steward did not want to feed him only vegetables & water
ii. What was important to steward was that their appearance was not affected
iii. Daniel suggested an alternative to eating unclean foods – 
iv. Try to find a win-win situation!
v. Daniel’s appearance seemed better than before!
4. Like Daniel, Seek God’s Favor (Dan. 1:9)
a. Dan. 1:9
i. God brought favor to Daniel
ii. Keep in mind – these are Babylonians – the people who were enemies of Jews; have conwuored the Kingdom of Jews – favor not likely
iii. God brought favor to Daniel
iv. Daniel sought God’s favor; God gave Daniel favor in sight of his enemies!
b. Maybe you have difficult boss; 
i. Pray for this!
ii. God can grant you favor!
5. Like Daniel, Seek a Test Period (Dan. 1:11-13)
a. Daniel suggested a test period
b. When we come up with an alternative solution, people hesitate to commit to something that will last until the end of time
c. Suggest trial period to see if it works
d. Like the steward, whether in sales, office, etc. what matters most is your performance
e. Suggest a test period – if sales, numbers must maintain; if office, office work must be done

B. Develop Godly Traits
1. Don’t think this is all about other people’s fault (i.e. boss)
2. Must change yourself if you are going to stop cheating your family
3. We Must Be Diligent With Our Time
a. Some work longer hrs. because not spending time wisely
b. Instead of getting things done, sending emails, talking on phone, texting, surfing internet; instead of working – goofing off (maybe you have other ways to waste your time)
c. If you are not diligent w/time no arrangement made w/boss will matter
d. By end of day still have things that need to be done
4. We Must Wake Up To The Danger
a. The Spiritual Loss (Matthew 16:26) 
i. What will it matter to you to get ahead in job, gain worldly possessions, gain another degree if you lose your soul?
b. The Physical Loss (1 Corinthians 7:29-31)
i. Some people might worry – what if they try to be like Daniel and they suffer financially and can’t make the mortgage
a.) Won’t matter when the house sold in divorce
b.) House won’t matter when you are living there by yourself
c.) How important will all the stuff you could acquire be when you are worrying because your children have fallen away from the Lord?
d.) How valuable will the house be knowing that you sacrificed relationships w/wife and kids to get it?
ii. You are not going to get ahead if you continue this cheating!
5. We Must Communicate With Our Family
a. x
6. Don’t “stick to the plan” while watching your family fall apart.
a. Illust.
i. Wedding planned
ii. Decorations, outdoors, white chairs rented
iii. Everyone gets ready
iv. Wedding about to begin – raining
v. Have to change plan – married in community center, other location
vi. At end they still got what was most important – married – each other!
b. Cheating families – not working, need to change plan
7. We Must Become Content With The Cost
a. Whatever the cost
b. 1 Timothy 6:8
i. Be content 
c. Ecclesiastes 3:1-1
i. There is a time for everything
ii. Content to not have it all right now, maybe never
d. So we become content 
i. May never get promotion
ii. Live in dream house
iii. Have things I wanted
iv. But I will NEVER CHEAT MY FAMILY TO GET THEM!

Conclusion:
1. Must stop cheating our families!
2. Cheating family = cheating self!

Invitation:
1. We have been speaking about cheating our families.
2. If you have not obeyed the gospel, you are not only cheating your family, you have cheated yourself again!
3. H-B-R-C-B-LR.
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