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“Baptism Does Not Save Us”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Dec. 4, 20111
Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 3:20-21
Accompanying Song: # “Are You Washed In the Blood?”
Subject: Baptism, Proper
Objective: To illustrate that baptism is a condition of God’s salvation but God wants more than mere obedience, He wants your heart!
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Baptism\BaptismDoesNotSaveUs.docx

Introduction:
1. Title
a. Title obviously designed to grab your attention
b. To put people at ease, this lesson is not designed to teach us that Baptism is not required by God and is therefore necessary for you to do in order to be obedient in order to be saved – see 1 Pet. 3:21 or the many arguments used to show why baptism is required by God .

2. However, title of our lesson – a true statement

3. Whether a statement is true or false is sometimes determined by its context. 
a. There are contexts in which this statement is true. That is what I would like to examine with you in this lesson.
b. Before doing so, I would like to establish some preliminary points:

Body: 
I. God Wants a People
A. Paul mentions that all people are created by God (Ac. 17:26)
1. True enough – all are created by God.
2. God wanted more than merely a creation!

B. He wants a PEOPLE, not…
1. An organization…
2. Not a club…
3. Not an institution…
4. …but a people to call His Own!

C. Has always been so; the Garden – in the beginning God wanted a people therefore man was created (Gen. 2:7)
1. Made man a paradise garden in which to live
2. Man speaks directly with God (cf. Gen. 1:28ff)
3. Rules quite simple in the beginning; may eat of every tree but one (Gen. 2:16-17)
4. Did not take man long to ruin this close relationship with the father and he was removed from the paradise garden as a result.

D. Even still, when man had stained his perfect relationship w/God he still wanted a relationship with man
1. Immediately after man’s fall, God hinted that He had a plan when He predicted (Gen. 3:15)
2. Later selected Abraham and his offspring, setting them apart from the rest of the world and made a covenant with Abraham for the expressed purpose of creating a people who should behave in a manner worthy to be called His people. 
3. It would be through these people the Son of God would be brought into the world!
4. Hence the laws and ordinances they had to keep which symbolized Heavenly things.

II. God Wants a People Who Will Obey Him
A. The Jews mistook what it meant to be God’s people - thought God’s people were those who…
1. …were of the seed of Abraham…
2. …were those whose male children had been circumcised…
3. …were the people who kept the law…

B. Though all of the above are true, God wanted something more (Mal. 1:6-8)

C. God wanted a people, but He wanted more than created beings…

III. God Wants a People Who Will Obey Him From the Heart!
A. Back to the garden – observe who God created (Gen. 1:26-27) – created IN THE IMAGE OF God HIMSELF; in His likeness
1. If ever you thought that God is pleased with your mediocre attitude toward Him, let this idea sink in!
a. God is not looking for a people different from Himself!
b. He is looking for a people who are like Him!
i. This is what He intended from the beginning!
ii. This is what God has always desired and mankind has continually done everything imaginable with all of his devices to ruin that relationship!
2. An indication that this was supposed to continue in self replication (Gen. 5:3)
a. God designed man in his own image, His own likeness
b. It was God’s intention then, by design that man would reproduce and replicate offspring like himself!
c. Indicative of the important role of a father – influence = vitally important (apples do not often fall far from the proverbial tree)

B. Back again to Ac. 17
1. Notice why God has created the people of the earth (Ac. 17:27)
2. He wants us to seek Him…to grope for Him…and He intends for those who seek and grope for Him TO FIND HIM!
3. Those who find God and accept Him will repent of their ignorant ways.
4. Paul gives hope when he proclaims that He is not far from each one of us!

C. It is not the carnal man that God desires, but rather the spiritual man he wants you to become !
1. Eph. 4:24
2. Col. 3:10

IV. A Perceived Misunderstanding Among Christians
A. Misconception by some who reason within themselves:
1. I have been baptized.
2. The Bible says that those who believe and are baptized are saved…therefore I have nothing to worry about – I am saved!

B. What I want you to know is that this not always the case!

V. Baptism Does Not Save Us….
A. …baptism ALONE does not save us.
1. Unfortunate – “baptism” has not been properly translated in most modern Bibles.
a. “Baptism” – was not translated, but was transliterated from Gk. “baptitzo” 
b. Took Gk. letters B (Beta), P (Pi), and S (Sigma) to create a new English word, instead of translating the word into the most accurate English word
c. True meaning “to immerse, dip or plunge”
d. Accurate translation would be “immerse”
e. So baptism must be immersion or it is not biblical baptism at all.
f. Further, if it was not done as the Lord said we must do it, then it could not be administered with His authority, or approval as we are commanded (Mat. 28:19) and he tells us in vs. 20 to teach others likewise.
g. Had this been translated properly I do not believe there would not be as much confusion and debate over the mode of baptism the Lord prescribed.
2. Since Gk. “baptitzo” meaning “to dip or to plunge”…
a. Simply Getting Wet Will Not Save Us: 
b. Understanding that to baptize something means to immerse it then, helps us to understand that people or things are baptized, or immersed, all the time.
i. Laundry is baptized in a washing machine
ii. A cookie might be baptized in milk/coffee
iii. A garment is baptized when it is dyed 
c. Since it merely means immersed baptism, in those senses does not always save.
i. Even in the case of humans
a.) Swimming – people that are pushed under water by another are baptized by them
b.) Even if one willingly allows it, merely going under water will not save a person
c.) Why? Because we understand other things are required at the point of baptism.

B. …Even BAPTIZED BELIEVERS MAY NOT BE SAVED!
1.  Belief and baptism alone are not enough!
2. Merely performing some religious exercise is not what the Lord is after!
a. Simon believed, was baptized (Ac. 8:13) but he tried to purchase the gift of the Holy Spirit (Ac. 8:18-19).
b. But Peter indicates his soul is in danger due to his improper attitude (Ac. 8:20-22)
c. So we ought to ask ourselves what is truly required to be saved?

C. Baptism cannot save us…if it was not done in the proper manner.
1. Doctrine (what we teach and believe) DOES MATTER (1 Tim. 4:16)!
2. It must also be done “in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit” as Christ prescribed (Mat. 28:19). “Christ Alone” baptism not enough - Reasoning: 
a. Ac. 19 - Paul passes through Ephesus
b. Encounters Christians who have never heard of the Holy Spirit (Ac. 19:2)
c.  Paul asks “Into what then were you baptized?" (Ac. 19:3)
d. When he learns that they were baptized without even the knowledge of the Holy Spirit, they were baptized again.

D. Baptism cannot save us …if it is not done from the heart.
1. Jewish males were identifiable physically – circumcision (Gen. 17:11)
a. But not all physically circumcised Jews were saved (Rom. 10:1)
b. All who are saved are “Jews” in a sense. Allow me to review something we have studied…
i. Israel, the Jews will be saved - we are spiritual “Jews” (Rom. 2:28-29)
ii. Abraham is our “father”- he is the father of faith (Rom. 4:9-13)
iii. All who have faith are “Abraham’s  children” by faith (Gal. 3:27-29)

2. Christians are identifiable through a parallel physical action (Col. 2:11-12)
a. A circumcision of the heart
b. Every believer is “circumcised” in this way today – through baptism
c. Just as circumcision was a gesture of obedient faith on the part of Abraham toward God, so likewise is baptism an act of obedient faith for those who truly seek the Lord today and that is why it is necessary because one cannot claim to have obedient faith while at the same time refusing to do what God says – remember He wants those who seek Him, grope for Him and repent of their ignorant ways!

3. A Parallel: The circumcised descendant of Abraham and the baptized individual
a. (1 Cor. 7:19)
i. In what sense did circumcision not matter?
ii. Paul is not teaching that one need not obey the Lord
a.) If one was born a Jew before Christ died on the cross, one definitely needed to be circumcised and keep the rest of the law of Moses.
b.) But what Paul is saying is that it did not matter in the sense that circumcision ALONE did not prove you were a child of God!
b. Therefore baptism is important – we must obey the commands of the Lord…but if it is not from the heart, just like circumcision, it does you no good!

E. Baptism cannot save us …if one leaves the Lord.
1. Many baptized, eventually leave to never visit the assembly again. Strange feeling when someone calls you and wants you to do a funeral for someone who has identified themselves as a member of a church they never assembled with!
2. Others I have witnessed a lot of people who identify themselves as Christians who were baptized…
a. Some of them do not seem to have grown much or be doing more now than they were the day they supposedly put that old man of sin to death!
b. Jesus promises to save those who will OBEY HIM (Heb. 5:9)
c. When you were baptized did you start to study the Bible to understand His will so that you could obey Him?
d. When was the last time you did something that was really hard for you to do for Christ…something that made you a bit uncomfortable but you did it anyway because you love God and want to serve Him more than you fear man?
3. Heb. 6:4-6
a. Do not faithful people attend the assembly?
b. Are they not eager for any chance to grow and learn more about their Heavenly Father?
c. Do they not look for opportunities to worship Him?
d. Do they not place Him a higher priority in their life than all else?
4. Jas. 2:26
5. Some people get the impression that becoming a Christian is all about H-B-R-C-B and then kicking back and waiting until death or the judgment comes.
6. Not so.
7. God’s people are a busy people, which is why Jesus was critical of those in Ephesus who quit doing their work (Rev. 2:5).

F. Baptism cannot save us…if it was done as an infant.
1. Only men and women recorded – no infant baptisms ever recorded in the N.T.
a.  “…when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.” (Ac. 8:12)
b. Obviously, infants do not possess the mental capacity to believe.
2. Conditions were placed upon those who could be baptized
a. “…Simon himself also believed; and …was baptized…” (Ac. 8:13)
b. “…Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”

G. Baptism cannot save us …if it was done without the proper understanding.
1. We have just established that belief in Christ Jesus must accompany baptism.
2. Must also understand what it does:
a. Adds one to the church (Ac. 2:38, 41, 47; 1 Cor. 12:13)
b. It is where one symbolically comes into contact with the death (saving blood) of Christ - baptism representing in His death and resurrection (Rom. 6:1-6; Col. 2:12) 
c. Washes away sins (Ac. 2:38; 22:16)
d. Saves us (1 Pet. 3:20-21)
e. Others things as well (but these mentioned should suffice for now)
3. Being baptized makes one obedient to the commands of Christ (Mat. 28:18-20; cf. Heb. 5:9)
a. People do not obey God by accident (Jn. 6:45).
b. If people do not know what God says about baptism, how could they obey Him?
c. How would dipping in water, without understanding why they are doing what they are doing be obedience to His will?
4. Therefore, baptism without the proper understanding would not be baptism at all.

H. Baptism cannot save us …if one believes they were saved, then baptized.
1. If that is so, they would not have been baptized in the biblical order and one should not feel secure in their baptism. 
a. People in the New Testament were always baptized, then described as saved, without exception.
b. If one felt they were saved, then baptized, that would lead me to believe that they may not have fully understood what they were doing when they were baptized.
2. Baptism puts one “into Christ” (Rom. 6:3) and is where one “puts on” Christ (Gal. 3:27)
a. Since salvation is “in Christ” (2 Tim. 2:10)…
b. Salvation could not have occurred BEFORE baptism because that would mean one is saved before one is in Christ!
3. Clearly, one was not baptized properly if one believes they were saved before they were baptized.

VI. Rebaptism
A. Ephesians n Ac. 19 serve as a great illustration:
1. Disciples (followers of Christ) from Ephesus who knew nothing of the Holy Spirit
a. When they learned they had not been baptized with this knowledge, they were baptized again.
b. Lesson: If one learns that their baptism was not for the proper reasons, one ought to be rebaptized…
2. As in the case of the Ephesians who had only been baptized into John’s baptism.
B. If there is any question in your mind that your baptism was not done properly, with the correct understanding there is no shame in being rebaptized…only shame in putting it off!

Conclusion:
1. No doubt that we want everyone here to make sure they have been baptized but they need to be baptized (immersed) for the right reasons!
2. We need to make sure we do not emphasize baptism so strongly that we assume that baptism = salvation 
a. One who is saved has been baptized!
b. But not everyone who is baptized will be saved!
3. God wants more – he wants obedience from the heart!

Invitation:
A. We have made it abundantly clear that:
1. God wants a people. But it is not enough to be a part of God’s creation.
2. He wants a people who obey Him.
3. He wants a people who obey Him from the heart!

B. Just as genealogy alone or even genealogy and circumcision combined were not enough to save a Jew, likewise belief and baptism alone are not enough to save us.

C. God not only desires a relationship with you, but He desires one that seeks Him and serves Him FROM THE HEART.

D. If you are willing to do that today, you may be saved!
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