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“Arguments Used to Support Instrumental Music In Worship”
(Scripture[s])

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. X

2. X

Body: 
I. Objection: “Instruments help us sing better.”
A. Subjective

B. Where are we required to sound better? Fortunately, to the relief of many, we are not we are judged based upon our vocal ability.
1. The Bible lists several of the Psalms where the song commanded people to simply “make a joyful noise” (Psa. 66:1; 81:1; 95:1) indicating what God is most concerned with is where you are worshipping from (the heart), rather than the vocal ability you have.

C. There is a difference between an aid and an addition.
1. Aid’s acceptable if they help us carry out a command
2. Additions unacceptable
3. Difference between an aid and an addition:
a. Aid: necessary to assist to the doing of an action
i. Examples:
a.) Cane aids in walking; without the cane, walking may not be possible; when a cane is used the end action is not changed – one has walked
b.) Glasses aid in seeing; seeing with the same clarity not possible without the use of glasses; when one wears glasses, the end result has not changed, they have seen
c.) When one sings and plays one can no longer say they have only sung – they have added an entirely separate  activity that is not authorized
b. Addition: a supplemental activity different and unnecessary to the one being performed.
i. One may dance and sing – dancing is not essential to singing, therefore it is an addition (or vice versa)
ii. Walking and chewing gum – the chewing gum is not essential to walking, thus chewing gum is an addition to walking (or vice versa)
iii. Singing and playing an instrument - one may sing without musical accompaniment

II. Objection: “God blessed me with the talent of playing music, therefore I should use it to praise Him.”
A. Where in the Bible does it say every talent man may have or develop is supposed to be used in worship to God?

B. Talents are given to us by the Lord. How to use  that skill that comes from the Lord is debatable. 
1. If someone has a prosperous incense making factory. They obviously have talent in that field. Should they introduce incense into the worship?
2. Maybe God made one man a great leader. Should we create a new office for him and appoint Him over the church, in spite of the fact that God wants qualified men to be Elders (a plurality of) in every congregation (1 Tim. 3; Tit. 1)?
3. Maybe God gave a woman great speaking ability. Does that authorize women teachers (cf.1 Tim. 2:12).
4. If one man is a talented surgeon, does that authorize the church to start and operate a hospital?
5. Maybe someone is a talented dancer. Should they dance for us in worship?

C. What God commands one to do, all must do. If playing an instrument were implied, all would be required to play to be consistent. Therefore, this also eliminates the scriptural authority for choirs since there are no examples of any group set apart listening while another sits quietly and listens

III. Objection: “I don’t think it really matters. I don’t believe God cares about the little things like whether instruments are used in worship or not.”
A. The Bible is full of examples that indicate that God does care about the little things.
1. He cared when Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:1-24
2. He cared when Lot’s wife looked back (Gen. 19:12-17, 26; Lk. 17:32)
3. He cared when Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire (Lev. 10:1-3)
4. He cared when Moses failed to give Him credit (Num. 20:1-13; Psa. 106:32-33)
5. He cared when Saul offered the sacrifice at Gilgal (1 Sam. 13:8-14)
6. He cared when Uzzah touched the ark of the covenant (2 Sam. 6:1-7; 1 Ch. 13:1-10)He cared when the man of God from Judah believed a lie and disobeyed Him (1 Kings 13:11-24)
7. He cared when Uzziah offered incense on the altar (2 Ch. 26:16-23)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Points immediately proceeding taken  from http://www.focusmagazine.org/Articles/musicNT.htm] 


IV. Objection: “The Greek words ‘psallo’ and ‘psalmos’ authorize it.”
A. “Psallo”
1.  “The original mng. of y . was ‘pluck’, ‘play’ (a stringed instrument)…in Mod. Gk. means ‘sing’ exclusively;…singer, chanter, w. no ref. to instrumental accompaniment. Although the NT does not voice opposition to instrumental music…Those who favor ‘play’...may be relying too much on the earliest mng.”- Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich, and Danker (BAGD)

2. Thayer: Did mean “to sing to the music of the harp” but “in the N.T. to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song...." (#5567, p. 675)

3. Vine: "primarily to twitch, twang, then, to play a stringed instrument with the fingers, and hence, in the Sept., to sing with a harp, sing psalms, denotes, in the N.T., to sing a hymn, sing praise; in Eph. 5:19, ‘making melody’...." (p. 730)

4. "Psallo …The idea here is that of singing in the heart, or praising God from the heart" (Albert Barnes, a Presbyterian, Notes on The Testament, comment on Eph. 5:19).

5. M. C. Kurfees: 
a. "Again let it be noted that no particular object inheres in the original meaning of the term to the exclusion of other objects, the word merely meaning ‘to pluck off, pull out, to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang,’ regardless of the object that one might pluck off, pull out, cause to vibrate by touching, or twang" (Review Of O. E. Payne’s Book On Psallo, p. 13, via Earl Robertson, "Instrumental Music In Worship," p. 6-7)
b. According to M.C, Kurfee’s book Instrumental Music In the Worship, copyrighted by the McQuiddy Printing Co. of Nashville, TN, p. 16, after researching 17 Greek Lexicons, there are a summary of possible definitions for the Greek word “psallo”:
i. to pluck the hair
ii. to twang the bowstring
iii. to twitch the carpenter’s line
iv. to touch the chords of a musical instrument, that is, to make instrumental music
v. to touch the chords of the human heart , that is, to sing, to celebrate with human praise
vi. We must conclude that the definition that fits best would be definition “e,” based on the very description the Bible gives itself in Ephesians 5:19 (see 3-6 above) “making melody with your heart to the Lord.”
c. Conclusion: Means to “pluck or play”
i. Verb is  meaningless without an object
ii. Hence “pluck or play” what?
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms [psalmos] and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Colossians 3:16 NKJV)
iii. Without an object, the verb has no meaning.
a.) Example: What if you and I were building a house. I was needed something but all I said to you was “Hand.” Now you find yourself standing near several tools and construction materials. The first thought that should come to mind is “Hand what? Hand you a hammer, a nail? A screwdriver? A board?” “Hand” has no meaning unless “what to be handed” is specified. Now when I say, “Hand me a tape measure it is specified and you understand.”
b.) Example: “Be” Be what? Be good? Be careful? Be bad? Without an object the verb has no meaning.
c.) Figurative – the heart is the object of  “psalmos”
d. Illustration: What if we forced a literal example on every passage?
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37 NKJV)
i. Were these men actually “cut to the heart?” 
6. Psalmos the heart. So say ____scholars 
7. Why don’t “psallo” or “psalmos” authorize playing the instrument?
a. “Psallo” or “psalmos” are never translated to “play” anything.
b. No object offered other than the heart. 
c. There is no standard modern English version of the Bible that indicates that these words must include instrumental accompaniment
d. If instrumental accompaniment is inherent in these words, then instrumental music is not an option but an obligation.
e. If instrumental accompaniment is inherent in these words, then all Christians must play instruments, because the command is addressed to all Christians. If not, why not?
8. Remember that there is no passage of scripture that requires instrumental music. We are safe not using the instrument.

V. Objection: “I believe it is a matter of judgment.”
A. I disagree, but if you truly believe the matter is optional, then it should not be forced upon others if it will violate their conscience for unity’s sake. 
1. Romans 14 speaks of “optional” matters or things that are mere matters of opinion.
2. Introducing the instrument to the divisdion of the congregation is to make the congregation “weak.”
3. Paul saw that if eating meat, as an example, would make his brother stumble, he concluded, “It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.” (Rom. 14:21)
4. In other words, if his liberty caused others to stumble then he would never exercise that liberty again.

B. Christians are commanded to be united: (1 Corinthians 1:10) Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  (NKJV)
1. Many churches have divided over the use of the instrument in worship. Should the Lord’s people divide and contend with one another over something that is, in your opinion, optional?

VI. Objection: “I want to worship with the instrument because I prefer it that way.”
A. Worship must be God-focused, not asking what we desire, but rather what God desires. 

B. We are commanded to sing “making melody in your heart to the Lord.” (Eph. 5:19)

C. If our worship becomes man-focused or laden with man-made doctrines we render it “vain” or useless (Mat.15:9).

VII. Objection: “The book of Revelation describes instrumental music in Heaven. If God accepts instrumental worship in Heaven, He will accept it on earth. ”
A. Instruments are mentioned in Heaven (Rev. 5:8-10; 15:2)

B. Where does the scripture teach that whatever is done in Heaven should be done on earth?
1. Some things are different in Heaven than on earth:
a. Marriage arrangements (Mat. 22:30)
b. Priesthood has changed (Heb. 4:14; 8:4)
c. Earthly elements will no longer affect us such as hunger and heat (Rev. 7:16)
d. No more sorrow (Rev. 7:17)
e. Former things such as death, sorrow and pain will have vanished away (Rev. 7:17; 21:4)
f. No more wicked (Rev. 21:8)

C. Revelation – highly symbolic
1. Shall these phrases be taken literally?
a. Rev. 5:8-10
i. There are “golden bowls full of incense,” which we are told are “the prayers of the saints.” Now if the golden bowls are symbolic, why would the harps not be?
b. Rev.14:2 Must be taken figuratively because of its context. 
i. It states that God’s voice is like the sound of many waters. 
ii. If that is so, who could understand what He is saying, or could this mean that it is loud and thunderous, like the sound of the waters of Niagara Falls?
c. Rev. 14:1 John sees :
i. A Lamb 
ii. One hundred and forty-four thousand who have the Father’s name written on their foreheads	
a.) Do you suppose someone literally wrote on their foreheads or is this symbolic that they are the Lord’s people? 
b.) Since there is a precise number, only one hundred and forty-four thousand, is that all of the people going to Heaven (cf. Rev. 14:3) or is the number also symbolic?
d. Rev. 15:2 John indicates he is still speaking symbolically, for when he describes the vision he can only describe it as “something like a sea of glass mingled with fire” 
i. We know this must be spiritual or symbolic because this could not happen in the physical realm. The sea (water) could not intermingle with fire as they are opposites.
ii. If all of these are symbolic, then why are the harpists and their harps suddenly literal? If scripture is full of symbolism, we need to interpret it as symbolic.
iii. The verse also uses the expression, "harps of God." Now whatever those harps were, they were not man made because it says that they were “of God.”

e. Further, these instruments were only played by:
i. “four living creatures and the twenty-four elders” (Rev. 5:8)
ii. Angels (Rev. 8:2)
iii. “those who have the victory over the beast” (Rev. 15:2) Have you triumphed in victory over the beast yet? If you could still fall and go to Hell, how could you be among those who had done this?
iv. Virgins (Rev. 14:4-5). Are you a male virgin who follow the Lamb wherever He goes and in whose mouths were found no deceit?
v. Only those who have met these strict qualifications may play musical instruments to worship God. If not, why not?

D. Heaven is a Spiritual Realm 
1. (1 Cor.15:40-52) Describes how the righteous will receive spiritual or celestial bodies in the life to come. 
2. 1 Cor. 15:50 states, “that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 
3. Now if flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Heaven, and we will receive celestial bodies, how would such beings play physical harps?

E. (Optional) If we may use them because angels do (Rev.8:2), then angels have become our standard, then we should be like angels in as many ways as possible:
1. Angels in Heaven are not married (Mk. 12:25)
2. People in the resurrection are not married (Mt. 22:30)
3. Since those in the heavenly realm are not married, and those who advocate the use of the instrument use them to as their source of authority for music in worship, does that mean that we should not marry either?
4. If not, why not?

VIII. Objection: “The church has always had instrumental music.”
A. No evidence in the N.T.

B. Historical evidence suggests they were not used.
1. “Church Fathers”
a. Aquinas (AD 1270) "Our church does not use musical instruments, as harps and psalteries, to praise God withal, that she may not seem to Judaize." (Thomas Aquinas, Bingham's Antiquities, Vol. 3, page 137)
b. Augustine (354–430 C.E.) "musical instruments were not used. The pipe, tabret, and harp here associate so intimately with the sensual heathen cults, as well as with the wild revelries and shameless performances of the degenerate theater and circus, it is easy to understand the prejudices against their use in the worship." (Augustine 354 A.D., describing the singing at Alexandria under Athanasius) 
2. Reference Materials
a. The American Cyclopedia: "Pope Vitalian is related to have first introduced organs into some of the churches of Western Europe about 670; but the earliest trustworthy account is that of one sent as a present by the Greek emperor Constantine Copronymus to Pepin, king of the Franks, in 755." (Vol. 12, p. 688)
b. Catholic Encyclopedia: 
i. "Although Josephus tells of the wonderful effects produced in the Temple by the use of instruments, the first Christians were of too spiritual a fibre to substitute lifeless instruments for or to use them to accompany the human voice. Clement of Alexandria severely condemns the use of instruments even at Christian banquets. St. Chrysostum sharply contrasts the customs of the Christians when they had full freedom with those of the Jews of the Old Testament." (Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 10, pg. 648-652.)

C. Great controversy arose at the time they were introduced:
1. John Kurtz: "At first church music was simple, artless, recitative…Chrysostom (c. 344-407) had to declaim against the secularization of church music. More lasting was the opposition of the church to the introduction of instrumental accompaniment." (Church History, Vol. I, p. 376)

2. McClintock & Strong: "Neither Ambrose, nor Basil, nor Chrysostom in the noble encomiums which they severally pronounced upon music make any mention of instrumental music. Basil indeed, expressly condemns it as ministering only to the depraved passions of men....Even Gregory the Great, who towards the end of the 6th century added greatly to the existing church music, absolutely prohibited the use of instruments." (Cyclopedia Of Biblical, Theological, And Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. 6, p. 759)

IX. Objection: “You can’t be right. Otherwise you wouldn’t be the only ones who say worshipping God with the instrument is wrong.”
A. Where does the Bible teach that the majority is right? The Bible indicates that the Lord’s people are going to be the minority:
1. Mat. 7:13-14 describes a narrow and difficult gate of salvation which “few find.”
2. 1 Cor. 9:24 describes a race where many compete but not all win. 
3. The parable of the virgins with five of the ten being shut out indicates a large number who will be lost (Mat. 25:1-13).
4. There was the parable of the sower who went out to sow. Of the various places he sowed his seed (the word of God) only 1 out of 4 seeds produced and yielded more seed.
5. Paul compares the children of God to a “remnant” (Rom. 9:27; 11:5)

B. We are not the only ones that do not refrain from using the instrument. The notion that we are the only ones is simply false. Several present-day Christian religious bodies known for conducting their worship services without musical accompaniment include:
1. Some Presbyterian churches devoted to the regulative principle of worship, 
2. Old Regular Baptists
3. Primitive Baptists
4. Plymouth Brethren
5. Some Churches of Christ
6. Old German Baptist Brethren
7. Eastern Orthodox Christian Church 
8. Amish 
9. Mennonite
10. Certain high church services and other musical events in liturgical churches (such as the Roman Catholic Mass and the Lutheran Divine Service) may be a cappella, a practice remaining from apostolic times.[endnoteRef:1] [1: 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_cappella] 


C. Quotes from religious leaders/denominations and secular people who felt instrumental accompaniment in the worship of the church is wrong:
a. England itself, organs did not obtain admission without much controversy." (Studies in Worship Music, p. 179)
b. Baptist
i. Charles Hadden Spurgeon (1834-1892) “What a degradation to supplant the intelligent song of the whole congregation by the theatrical prettiness of a quartet, bellows, and pipes! We might as well pray by machinery as praise by it." (Commentary on Psalms 42)
ii. Benedict: 
a.) (1840)”....Staunch old Baptists in former times would as soon tolerated the Pope of Rome in their pulpits as an organ in their galleries, and yet the instrument has gradually found its way among them.... " (Fifty Years Among Baptists, pp. 204-207)
iii. Posey: “For years the Baptists fought the introduction of instrumental music into the churches.The installation of the organ brought serious difficulties in many churches.” (Posey, The Baptist Church in the Lower Mississippi Valley)
c. Calvinist 
i. John Calvin "Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting of lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of the law. The Papists therefore, have foolishly borrowed, this, as well as many other things, from the Jews. Men who are fond of outward pomp may delight in that noise; but the simplicity which God recommends to us by the apostles is far more pleasing to him. Paul allows us to bless God in the public assembly of the saints, only in a known tongue (I Cor. 14:16) What shall we then say of chanting, which fills the ears with nothing but an empty sound?" (John Calvin, Commentary on Psalms 33) (John Calvin lived from July 10, 1509-May 27, 1564)
ii. Theodore Beza (June 24, 1519 – October 13, 1605) "If the apostle justly prohibits the use of unknown tongues in the church, much less would he have tolerated these artificial musical performances which are addressed to the ear alone, and seldom strike the understanding even of the performers themselves." (Theodore Beza, scholar of Geneva, Girardeau's Instrumental Music, p. 166)
d. Others resisted as well:
i. Catholic 
ii. Church of England 
iii. Church of Scotland 
iv. Lutheran
v. Methodist
vi. Presbyterian
vii. Adam Clarke (repeat quote If there was a woe to them who invented instruments of music, as did David under the law, is there no woe, no curse, to them who invent them, and introduce them into the worship of God in the Christian Church. I am an old man, and an old minister, and I here declare that I never knew them productive of any good in the worship of God; and have reason to believe that they were productive of much evil. Music, as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This is the abuse of music; and here I register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the Author of Christianity. The late venerable and most eminent divine, John Wesley, who was a lover of music, and an elegant poet, when asked his opinion of instruments of music being introduced into the chapels of the Methodists said, in his terse and powerful manner, ‘I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen.’ I say the same, though I think the expense of purchase had better be spared." (Adam Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 686)




Conclusion:
2. X
3. X

Invitation:
1. X
2. X
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