Affluenza
“Affluenza”
Special Note: Have U.S. Debt clock Website ready to show as demonstration

Scripture Reading: Lk. 16:12-20

Accompanying Song: #39 “Is Thy Heart Right With God?”

Subject: Materialism

Objective: To expose materialism in our lives and warn against it’s dangers.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Topical Lessons\Materialism\Affluenza.docx

Introduction:
1. John foresaw a danger of materialism Christians would face (1 Jn. 2:12-17)
a. John’s focus on more than just not showing love for the world…
b. About being different  from the world
c. About maintaining a focus on things eternal
2. Unfortunately, worldly attitudes have their way of creeping into the church and into Christian homes!
a. Many seduced by the lie of having more wealth and possessions = essential to having a good life; learn not to evaluate themselves by the inner man but by what we have and what we can buy
3. World is full of diseases – spread – scabies epidemic at Paoli High School wrestling team
a. Meeting for parents: Need to be on aware - guard against outbreak of disease
b. There are diseases that are not airborne, cannot be carried in the blood and are not developed because of poor diet, lack of exercize, smoking, etc.
c. I am speaking of a disease that affects the mind (no, not mental illness)
d. Affluenza (Title Slide first coined by author, Randy Alcorn) is the disease that affects the mind when one is affected by the affluent society he/she lives in.
4. World full of Amway pyramid scams and late-night infomercials that promise a get rich quick scheme
5. World where there is a craze to be the first to own latest gadgets whether we need them or not 
a. Motorola razor: phone which sold 50 million units in 18 months, 110 million total
b. Apple iPhone 57 million units in 24 months
c. Nintendo Wii game system selling over 18 billion in total sales
d. In spite of a recession, some report that impulse buying has not been affected
e. Steve Jobs announced that the top customer in the iTunes online music store spent $29,500.00[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/100350/america_a_materialistic_nation.html] 

f. According to the John Locke Foundation, Americans spend more on Nike shoes, lipstick, and personal fitness trainers than on all local, state, and federal elections combined. 
g. According to the book, The Overspent American, twenty-seven percent of all households making more than $100,000 a year say they cannot afford to buy everything they really need. 
h. "Sport utility vehicles, laptop computers, digital cameras, electronic personal organizers, and cellular telephones all became necessities."(Wuthnow, 192) 
i. Tim Kasser writes, “…selfishness and materialism are no longer seen as moral problems but as cardinal goals in life.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Kasser, Tim, The High Price of Materialism (A Bradford Book, the MIT Press, Cambridge, MA and London, 2002), from the introduction, ix-x] 

6. Our government is spending money faster than it takes it in (U.S. Debt Clock). 
a. As of current, our country’s national debt has topped 14 trillion which equates to every child in America being born with a debt of $127,199
b. That is up from 5.7 trillion in 2000, just eleven years ago
c. At the current rate, by 2015 (4 years from now) we will owe over 22 trillion which equates to every child in America being born with a debt of $184,908!
7. Polonius wouldn’t have gotten very far in America today. He's the Shakespeare character in Hamlet who warned, “Neither a borrower, nor a lender be.”
8. Materialism defined:
a. Preoccupation or stress of material things over spiritual
b. Concept that material possessions bring about happiness and well-being
c. Accumulating material possessions constitutes progress
9. Money and possessions: real problem
a. Jesus knew it. Some writers estimate that as much as 1/5 to 1/3 of what Jesus preached about had something to do with money/possessions
b. One author claims to have counted 2,350 verses in the Bible dealing w/money – twice that of faith and prayer combined and more than Heaven and Hell
c. The only subject Jesus spoke more about was the Kingdom of God itself!
d. Jesus illustrated dangers of:
i. Parable of farmer who had a plentiful crop; thought nothing of God or eternity, planned to pull down barns, build bigger and take it easy for many years; Lord required his soul that night (illustrates urgency of shaking off materialistic attitudes Lk. 16:12-20)
ii. Rich man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31)
iii. Sermon recorded following the Beatitudes  (Mt. 6:19-21) "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (NKJV)
iv. For those who cry, “But I have to make a living!” Jesus replies, “(Matthew 6:25) "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  (NKJV)
v. Jesus reminds us that God will provide the things we need (Mat. 6:26-34)
vi. (Mat. 6:24) Jesus warns us that we cannot be a little materialistic and still spiritually minded!
10. Dangerous because we have such a hard time recognizing/admitting problem exists (hardly on our list of spiritual concerns); Who would be willing to take responsibility and admit, “I’m materialistic?”
11. Ironically, ignoring materialism = reason we are materialistic!


Body: 
I. Affluenza
A. Disease not of the mind, but of the thinking!
B. Money cannot buy happiness!
1. Writer, Randy Alcorn says “Affluenza is a strange malady that affects the children of well-to-do parents. Though having everything money can buy, the children show all the symptoms of abject poverty – depression, anxiety, loss of meaning and despair for the future. Affluenza accounts for an escape into alcohol, drugs, shoplifting and suicide among children of the wealthy. It is most often found where parents are absent from the house and try to buy their children’s love.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Alcorn, Randy. Money, Possessions and Eternity, Revised edition (Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, IL, 2003), 382] 

2. Children of all income levels can be affected. We see it in the child at Christmas time who opens a present and instead of being thankful is grabbing for the next present . When it is all over they are wanting more or even upset they did not get everything they wanted. They are an embarrassment to everyone and because they’ve been given too much!
3. Alcorn suggests that by spoiling children like this we give them all the tools to become lousy employees, poor parents and unable to manage money or credit. I believe he is right!

II. Materialism, the Hidden Sin
A. Make no doubt about it, materialism is among us! It menaces modern families like no other sin. It affects us in ways, so subtle, that the effects may go on entirely unnoticed. Even when the affects are noticed, their root cause is rarely detected. 
B. Problems associated with: We need to become very concerned about this sin!
1. Attack on Marriage/Family: 56% of all divorces report disagreements about finances in home
2. Infidelity: Studies show that infidelity rates increase with income
3. Sleeping Disorders: 1/3 of adults say financial worries prevent them from relaxing or sleeping
4. Murder: Several abortions are result of babies viewed as an economic burden, impediment to a job advancement, etc.
5. Euthanasia: Growing disposition to put the elderly to death when they can no longer care for themselves; viewed as a burden and economic hardship (once mom did not work outside home and could care for elderly parents; now mom works to provide more stuff to fill a house and grandma and grandpa go to nursing home).
6. Depression/Suicide: about financial situation
7. Error: Health and wealth gospel leads millions astray drawn to a message that Jesus wants you to be rich and successful!
8. Partiality: (James 2:2-4) For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  (NKJV)
9. Greed
10. Loss of Spiritual Direction: But the biggest concern: it takes our eyes off the prize; we momentarily forget that life = temporary
11. Financial hardship (2004 Statistics):
a. About 43% of American families spend more than they earn each year.
b. Personal bankruptcies have doubled in the past decade.
c. Average credit card debt per household with credit card debt: $16,007 (2009 Statistics)
d. Gambling addiction: growing problem in U.S.
C. Illust: Jules Verne’s Novel, The Mysterious Island
1. 5 men escape prison camp during the civil war by hijacking a baloon
2. As they rise into the air wind begins to carry them out into the ocean
3. Watch their homeland disappear, they wonder how much longer they can stay aloft (no way to heat the balloon)
4. Hours pass, balloon begins to sink, men cast some of their belongings into water, balloon rises again
5. Balloon eventually begins to drop, so they cast shoes, overcoats, weapons reluctantly discarded, balloon rises again
6. Again, temporary solution as balloon begins to drop, men cast food overboard.
7. This too = temporary solution, balloon begins to drop again; one man gets idea to tie ropes together, they can sit on them and cut the basket away, which they do, balloon rises again
8. Eventually, out of options, balloon drops to the ocean once again, just as the men spot land!
9. Jump into water and swim ashore, safe!
10. Materialism = like those things that keep weighing down your balloon – unnecessary but if you insist on clinging to them – drown; only hope of life is to shed the unnecessary material possessions to stay afloat until we reach our destination – Heaven!
D. Deceptive
1. Like all other sin, materialism delivers opposite of what it promises
2. Illust: Family buys a boat, recreational vehicles and cabin on lake – promises to bring fun, rest and relaxation; instead creates demanding rat race to keep up payments, taxes, insurance and maintenance. (Eccl. 5:11-12; 2:18-19)
E. Solomon: not just king of Israel, also king of materialism. Tried to find pleasure in:
1. Mirth, pleasure and laughter (Eccl. 2:1-2)
2. Fine dining (Eccl. 2:3)
3. Beautiful houses, pools, gardens, orchards, vineyards (Eccl. 2:4-5)
4. Numerous servants to do the work for him (Eccl. 2:7)
5. Cattle and livestock – businesses producing income (Eccl. 2:7)
6. Riches: silver and gold (Eccl. 2:8)
7. Vast stores of “collectables” (Eccl. 2:8)
8. Musical entertainment (Eccl. 2:8)
9. Power, position and prestige (Eccl. 2:9)
10. His conclusion? 
(Ecclesiastes 2:10-11) Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; And this was my reward from all my labor. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done And on the labor in which I had toiled; And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun.  (NKJV)

III. We Seem to Have Lost Our Ability to Find Contentment
A. Keeping eye on prize (Heb. 11:13)
B. Spiritually-minded people keep a Heavenward focus and are content with the things they have (Heb. 13:5; Phil. 4:11)
C. We are warned against seeking treasure in this live (Pr. 1:19)
D. The gain we are supposed to seek (Pr. 3:13-14; Phil. 1:21; 3:7; 1 Tim. 6:6)

IV. How do I Know If I Am Materialistic?
A. Because it is so subjective in nature, materialism is easy to deny. What one could point to as materialism, another could justify the action.
B. How do I know if I am materialistic?
1. Not an easy question to ask
2. I cannot answer that for you  - you must answer for self
C. Look at 2 things:
1. Where you spend your money
2. What you spend your time doing
3. Now compare them to what’s been said!
D. To avoiding materialism simply change the focus of those two areas of your life!

V. Admitting We Have a Problem
A. Denial: some believe warnings against materialism apply to others, not themselves
B. Madonna had it right in her hit song in the 80’s when she sang, “We are living in a material world”
1. We see it when we live in a society of parallel lives;  lives that rarely intersect each other in meaningful ways
2. We see it when others hesitate asking for help (I like to work with others); we feel we owe someone something for everything they do for us
3. We see it when we allow society to make us feel that we do not fit in because we are not dressed in latest fashions or wearing name brand clothes
4. We get it from our entertainment and advertizing:
a. Women trying to sell themselves to a bachelor millionaire (The Bachelor)
b. Rich lifestyle of many shows – portrays them in a way that makes us want to be those characters: have the houses, drive the cars, work in the prestigious jobs
c. Advertizing/shows makes us feel dissatisfaction in our lives; ads convince us that purchasing their latest product will make us happier; we buy them and our houses burst w/junk that failed to keep those promises
5. Materialism has even affected the church
a. Any time a church accumulates money, observe where they oft look to spend it: on the building
i. Just a few decades ago, it would have been almost unheard of (except possibly Catholic cathedrals) to hear of a church spending a million dollars or more on a building
ii. Today, buildings number in the multi-millions even among “conservative” groups
iii. We see elaborate church buildings with huge foyers, stained-glass windows, 30’ + high vaulted ceilings, several thousand dollar sound systems, churches with latte bars, gymnasiums and the like…and congregations laden down with payments on these buildings!

Conclusion:
1. We could deny that materialism has affected us, but I suspect it has affected all of us to differing degrees
2. Ask that you consider topic carefully; keep in mind what is at stake
A. Life/death situation
B. Spiritual welfare of self and family
C. Heaven/Hell; Salvation/Eternity in Hell! – Remember that materialism cost Judas his soul and he only wanted 30 pcs. of silver!
D. Jesus said it well (Mat. 16:26)

Invitation:
1. We do not want you to lose your soul
2.  If you are willing to submit to Christ, we encourage you to do so today.
3.  Let us know if there is any way we can assist you.
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