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“Two Responses to a Sermon”
(Ac. 27:24-32)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Jan. 8, 2012
Scripture Reading: Ac. 27:34-32
Accompanying Song: # “Why Not Tonight?”
Subject: Response
Objective: To teach the need to respond to truth taught
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Illust.
a. Grandfather passed away. Few weeks following the funeral, his possessions were divided among the family members.
b. He left a list behind he had written years earlier outlining who should get each item in his home
c. Had several beautiful antiques that had been in the family for generations – they went to his oldest son who immediately had them appraised and sold them to a local antique dealer of the highest bidding.
d. Most of the household items and personal possessions were sold at auction and the family divided the proceeds.
e. Had spent his life collecting stamps & coins – grandfather had specified it was to go to the only grandson in the family who sold them to a local collector.
f. His other son inherited his shop full of woodworking equipment. He took it home, set it outside behind the shed where it rusted until it no longer worked and was worthless.
g. Several of the family pictures were given to his daughter – she placed them in a box and set them in their attic; she sold her grandmother’s silverware that was willed to her to a local antique dealer also.
h. Cassie: 
i. Spent the first half of her childhood neglected in a broken home, then as a foster child
ii. Later adopted by her foster parents
iii. Grandpa never treated her any differently from the rest of the grandkids – always made her feel extra special
iv. Because she had been adopted so recently, Grandpa had not written anything down on the list for her to receive.
v. The family, aware of this considered the few possessions that were left. They gave her an small antique jewelry box grandpa had given grandma on their first anniversary.
vi. When Cassie got home, she went immediately to her room. 
vii. She took her awards down from her shelf and placed the jewelry box there. It was her most prized possession. Through the years she looked at it often. It reminded her of her grandma and her grandpa and the memories they had together.
i. Emphasis: Cassie showed her value for what she had received:
i. By her reaction to it
ii. By what she did with it

2. We have all attended Bible classes, heard sermons, we’ve read the scriptures. Through the years we learn many things about God:
a. What He has done for us
b. How He longs for us to love Him
c. What He expects of us

3. Once the lessons are taught, they are like precious family heirlooms – have value - passed down from the Father to you.
a. Apostles and prophets and EVEN GOD'S OWN SON WERE MARTYRED giving us these messages!
b. Others throughout history have been persecuted and murdered for honoring and preserving them!
c. They are more precious than ancient antiques.

4. What will you do with them? What is your response to them?

5. What you do with something reveals how much you appreciate what you have been given.

6. The book of Acts records many of the life and times in the ministry of the apostle Paul:
a. Wrongfully arrested for a riot that occurred as a result of his teaching and false accusations
b. Made his defense before the governor Felix who left Paul in prison for two years.
c. Felix eventually succeeded by Porcius Festus. 
d. Eventually Paul felt the only way he could receive justice was by appealing to Caesar.
e. Before he journeyed to Rome, king Agripppa came to Caesarea with his wife Berniece who heard Paul’s defense also.
f. Paul, undeterred by his circumstances, preached Christ to those gathered at his hearing, giving account of his life past and his conversion to the Lord. 
g. Want us to see the three reactions to what Paul said: TITLE
h. It is interested to notice the reactions that follow Paul’s testimony (Ac. 26:24-32).

Body: 
I. The Reaction of Festus (26:24)
A. The loud voice
1. Have you ever yelled in response to something? When you did so, were your words carefully thought out? Probably not!
2. Festus yells out – indicates he is not willing to hear any more

B. The blind accusation: “Paul, you are out of your mind!” Essentally calls him crazy.
1. What reason does Festus have to accuse Paul of this?
a. Has past Paul’s past behavior made him an untrustworthy witness? No.
b. Is Paul known for being a habitual liar? No evidence supports such thinking.
c. Does Paul exhibit signs of mental illness? None are present.
2. Festus’ reasoning indicate that if someone has some psychological issue here, it is Festus, who is unwilling to investigate and test Paul’s testimony.

C. Festus: “Paul, too much learning has driven you mad!”
1. Quite often those who possess the strongest opinions about something are those who know the least about it!
2. Empty cans make the most noise.
3. By Festus’ own admission Paul has learned a great deal. Yet he uses this learning as an accusation against Him.
4. Speaking to those here who attend our worship regularly, study your Bibles often and have been a Christian for some years:
a. How often have you tried to share your faith with someone else who does not worship or study regularly only to be shot down in the blink of an eye?
b. Some accept Christianity as fact but see no need to act upon it.
c. , but assume far too much w/ investigating for themselves:
i. Doesn’t matter what one believes
ii. All churches same/equal
iii. God will accept any worship I offer Him
iv. God will overlook it when I 
a.) Do not worship w/whole heart
b.) Do not feel like coming to worship at all
d. All of these: dangerous assumptions
e. Is it because they:
i. Have put their faith into practice longer than you? Probably not.
ii. Do they know of scriptures that refute what you are saying? Unlikely.
f. Yet they reject what you have to say and pretend to know what God expects of them better than you do.
g. Yes, there are still a lot of Festus-type people around today.

D. The quick dismissal:
1. In attitude of Festus, we see the neg. side of why it is important to investigate the truth for ourselves
2. Festus does not do what a heart searching for the truth would do:
a. O.K. to be skeptical of such a story (most things too amazing/good to be true are)
b. But when someone tells you something that they claim will have ETERNAL CONSEQUENCES shouldn’t we at least listen long enough to ask, “What proof can you offer?”
c. Festus: not even willing TO CONSIDER that Paul’s story may be true
d. “I have lived in this world just long enough to look carefully the second time into things that I am most certain of the first time.” – Josh Billings

3. Many people react to God’s message like this today- lack of careful investigation
a. Some reject it quickly as Festus did
b. No doubt, Christianity has some challenging aspects to accept by sheer faith…
c. Consider the things that are challenging to believe (the prophecies, the miracles the direct intervention of God)
d. Because, at first glance, it seems unlikely or impossible, they immediately dismiss the whole

II. The Reaction of King Agrippa (Ac. 26:28,)
A. To Paul: “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”
1.  Almost: not exactly, not yet, or not in fact, but very close to being or happening as described” – Encarta Dictionary
2. Someone who is “almost” a Christian…”almost” faithful…”almost” forgiven…”almost” obedient…someone who is “almost” saved  IS COMPLETELY LOST!!!
3. Akin to saying that someone is “almost alive” – means they are DEAD!

B. How many people live their lives in a state of “almost”
1. How many people do you know (good people, likable people) that we say, “they wouldn’t have to change much to become a Christian”
a. If they have a heart that won’t 
i. Develop the gumption to investigate for themselves:
a.) Who God is…
b.) What God demands of me…
ii. If they won’t obey the Lord…
iii. Perhaps there is more they would have to change about themselves 
2. How many people have you heard say things like:
a. “I know I need to go to church.”
b. “I know I ought to study my Bible more.”
c. “I know I ought to be baptized.”
d. “I know I ought to share the gospel with my neighbor.”
e. “I know I ought to pray more.”
3. How can you stand before the Almighty God of the universe on that day of judgment and say, “I know I should have but I simply refused to do it?”

C. How many people know the truth but will not sacrifice to follow it (Ac. 26:31-32)?
1. Agrippa knew Paul to be an innocent man
2. Yet he uses the excuse that he has appealed to Caesar
3. Since when do men need the PERMISSION OF OTHER MEN to do what is right?
4. This = nothing but an excuse!

D. The excuse is as old as the garden of Eden (wish they made gas tanks on cars like excuses because they seem to never run out)!
1. Many people resist making a commitment to the truth
2. Others put off obeying the gospel 
3. Many of those people are FULL OF EXCUSES
a. Do so another day
b. I’m not good enough
c. Someone might get mad/other repercussions

E. There are also a lot of Agrippa-types out there today, who fail to do what they ought to.

III. The Reactions of Paul
A. Observe carefully: 
1. We see a rare glimpse of Paul’s teaching styles
2. Every word Paul speaks, spoken w/precision
3. Observe both what was said as well as what was NOT said 
4. Can help us to learn how to teach the gospel to others

B. Toward Festus (Ac. 26:25)
1. When Festus calls him “mad” (i.e. “a looney”; crazy; insane)
2. When you hear a sermon…
a. You can reject the preacher, that is your choice.
b. Remember that Paul was sent to deliver the gospel, the message of Christ.
c. Just do not reject his message if it is true (Jn. 12:48)
d. If you reject it, I won’t lie, it will make me sad and even upset…
i. Not for the reasons you might think…
ii. Because I know that if you reject my message and my message = true to God’s word, then judgment lies ahead.
3. Ways to reject a sermon
a. Flat-out reject it – deny it could be true – “Christians are crazy!” (Festus)
b. Hear it & do nothing with it
c. Sleep through it (excuses)
4. Notice the wisdom of Paul in these verses:
a. He has seen the reactions of men enough times to know that Festus is not in a frame of mind to accept what he has said at this time…
b. Therefore, although he is still speaking to Festus, he begins speaking (indirectly) to the king:

C. Toward King Agrippa (Ac. 26:26-27, 29)
1. “You know these things.” 	
a. i.e. Examine for yourself what I have said, these are facts that you know to be true.
b. When  we study the Bible with people, we need to be careful not to merely tell them bluntly what the truth is, but to let them examine the facts and discover (come to see) the truth for themselves – let them realize it on their own.
c. This is what Paul did for Agrippa – as if he said, “Consider all that you know about the scriptures – you know what I am saying makes sense!”
2. “I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner.”
a. Compliments the king’s intelligence ( a little compliment goes a long way) – I know you are not ignorant of these events, king Agrippa, since you are aware of all that goes on in your jurisdiction.
b. “These things are not done in a corner” – this is well-known information that most everyone has become aware of by now.
c. Without waiting, Paul asks a rhetorical question: "King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe." 
i. He appeals to what he already knows. – Begins on common ground that they can both agree upon.
ii. Now, building upon the things the king already believes, Paul demonstrates that the king must conclude that the things he has said are true.

3. Agrippa says, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian."
a. Paul’s response:  “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains."
b. Tactic in sales: Ask for the commitment
i. Once you have pitched your product and believe the people are interested…close the deal.
ii. That is what Paul is doing here.
c. I have wondered, we speak to so many people about the church and the gospel and the need to be saved…
i. How many people have not visited this congregation, simply because you did not go the last step and invite them?
ii. How many people have never become Christians because, they failed to ask them, point blansk like Paul to become one?
iii. It may not always be successful, as in this case…
iv. Often times the direct approach is the best approach.

Conclusion:
1. There you have it…Two responses to a sermon; 
2. Bonus: We observed two responses to the ones who are responding to the sermon
3. Lesson:
a. Consider: How do you respond to a sermon?
i. Brush it off; make it of no effect; do nothing with it; sleep through it?
ii. Believe it, agree with it yet still do nothing with it?
iii. Make it your own and allow truth to change your life?
iv. I pray you will choose the latter option – allow the truth to change your life!
b. As you teach others, how do you respond, to their response?
i. When they are disagreeable, do you lash out back at them?
ii. Remain calm and stand firm
c. When the truth has been presented, do you ask the listener to believe the truth and act upon it?

Invitation:
1. At the end of every sermon, I ask you to do something with the lesson.
2. Now the lesson is yours
3. What will you do with it?
4. (Romans 3:23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  (NKJV)

5. We gain faith from hearing God’s word:
(Romans 10:17) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  (NKJV)


6. The Lord says that we must believe in Him
(John 8:24) "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."  (NKJV)

7. The Bible warns us that we must confess our sins to Him:
(1 John 1:9-10) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  (NKJV)

8. Unless we repent of our sins, Jesus says:
(Luke 13:3) "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.  (NKJV)

9. He commands that we must be willing to confess our belief in Him to other men.
(Matthew 10:32-33) "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.  (NKJV)

10. We must be baptized for the remission of our sins
(Acts 22:16) “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  (NKJV)

11. We must live according to his word the rest of our lives 
(Colossians 1:21-23) And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  (NKJV)

(Revelation 2:10) “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  (NKJV)

12. To paraphrase  Paul I ask you, “Do you believe these scriptures? I know you do.” I would pray that not only you but everyone her would obey the gospel before it is eternally too late?
13. Won’t you do so at this time?
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