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“Killing the Messenger”
Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Aug. 21, 2011 
Scripture Reading: Ac. 22:6-22
Accompanying Song: # “Trust and Obey”
Subject: Critical Study; intellectual honesty
Objective: To teach the importance of open, honest, diligent study and exchange of ideas to understand God’s word.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Works In Progress\Ac22_1-23TruthorThrowingDustintheAir.docx

Introduction:
1. How do you react when someone tells you something that you have never heard of before…maybe something that seems unbelievable according to your line of thinking?
a. Are you willing to listen and consider the evidence carefully and without bias?
b. Or are you quick to write someone off…refuse to investigate what they’ve said and ignore the  evidence?
c. If you are not one who would sit down and carefully discuss things, then you may be unintentionally dismissing someone who may have the truth!

2. Illust. 
a. Growing up, older shows I saw showed the father in the waiting room pacing back and forth waiting nervously for the baby to be born but today, for the most part, having a child is a pretty common procedure and there need be little concern in most cases that  the mother will be just fine and will survive the procedure.
b. We take delivering babies for granted today. 
c. Did you know that, not that long ago there were several things to be concerned about if you were pregnant and going to give birth to a child?
d. During the 19th century, women in childbirth were dying at alarming rates in Europe and the United States. Up to 25% of women who delivered their babies in hospitals died from childbed fever.
e. As early as 1843, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes was horrified by the prevalence of women dying from childbed fever in American hospitals. 
f. He believed this was caused by an infectious disease passed to pregnant women by the hands of doctors.
g. As part of his solution for stopping the spread of disease he suggested instituting a simple, inexpensive procedure that was not widely practiced regularly among physicians – hand washing between patients.
h. Holmes was ridiculed and his ideas treated with disdain by many physicians of his time. 
i. In the late 1840's, Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis was an assistant in the maternity wards of a Vienna hospital. There he observed that the mortality rate in a delivery room staffed by medical students was up to three times higher than in a second delivery room staffed by midwives. 
j. In fact, women were terrified of the room staffed by the medical students. 
k. Semmelweis observed that the students were coming straight from their lessons in the autopsy room to the delivery room. He postulated that the students might be carrying the infection from their dissections to birthing mothers. 
l. He ordered doctors and medical students to wash their hands with a chlorinated solution before examining women in labor. The mortality rate in his maternity wards eventually dropped to less than one percent. 
m. Despite the remarkable results, Semmelweis's colleagues greeted his findings with hostility. 
n. He eventually resigned his position. Later, he had similar dramatic results with hand washing in another maternity clinic, but to no avail. 
o. Ironically Semmelweis died in 1865, with his views still largely ridiculed. 
p. It was not until some years later when his ideas began to catch on.
q. Perhaps hand washing seemed odd, unnecessary at the time. Perhaps it seemed to simple of a solution. Perhaps doctors at the time were conditioned to expect that the solution would be much more profound.
r. Either way good, well-intentioned doctors failed to learn and accept the truth because they simply were not willing to listen and observe those who had an idea they had never considered.
s. Instead of considering the  facts, they wanted to Kill the Messenger (Title Slide)

3. This attitude is true in the medical field and it is also true in the church. Sometimes people fail to learn and accept the truth, not because the facts are not there for them to consider, but because they (for whatever reason) have learned to think in a different way and they (just like those doctors in our story) could not possibly conceive that they could possibly be wrong.

Body: 
I. The Bible is full of stories of those who preached an unpopular message…
A. Jeremiah
1. In Jer. 19:1-2 this was Jeremiah’s instruction (Lord gave him a message He was to speak)

2. The message Jeremiah was instructed to speak was a prophecy. It was not a positive prophecy (Jer.19:3-5). Jeremiah prophesies that Judah will be destroyed because they worshipped pagan gods.

3. Because Jeremiah prophesied these things note how  the people thanked him for delivering the word of God to them (Jer.20:1-2)

4. Jeremiah definately preached an unpopular message, but unless he wanted to disobey the  Lord and  preach nothing at all or preach something false, this was the only message he had to preach!

5. (Jer.23:13) In Jeremiah’s day they preferred the message of the false prophets over him.

6. Keep these things in mind as we look at another one of the Lord’s messengers – the greatest Messenger of all…

B. Jesus
1. Often think of Jesus as the great teacher
a. He taught in such a profound way  that He would have to get into the boat to escape the crowds 
b. People wanted to see him so badly short people climbed trees to see Him
c. At one time they ripped a hole in a roof just to get near Jesus 
d. People gave up careers, money and reputations to become His disciples they believed so strongly in His message
e. People came from near and far to hear Him teach.

2. But Jesus was not always so well accepted everywhere he went
a. (Jn.10:31) Tried to stone Him
b. (Mk. 3:21) When His own family heard His teaching they tried to silence Him and claimed that He was crazy.
c. His teaching was so controversial that it eventually got Him killed!

C. Paul
1. In Ac.22 Paul has been preaching to the Jews 
a. Spoke about how he has persecuted Christians, they listened 
b. Listened to the vision of Christ that He saw  on the road to Damascus and His conversion to follow, still they listened intently…
c. They listened to hear how he had stood by while the Sanhedrin put Stephen to death
d. Then Paul makes this statement (Ac.22:21)
e. Notice this: (Ac.22:22-23) they listened to Paul up until that point. After Paul mentions that the gentiles were going to receive salvation as well the Jews threw dust into the air and would listen to him no more.
f. Eventually it was Paul’s teachings that caused him to  be imprisoned and eventually put to death!

D. What was it about Jeremiah, Jesus and Paul that caused their message to be rejected?
1. Was their message false? Of course not!
2. Did they only preach to people who hated God? Absolutely not! Just the opposite!
3. Did they have a weak message? Their writings and teachings are still revered more than two thousand years later.
4. Why were they rejected? They preached a message people did not expect to hear or did not want to hear.
5. Illust. Like the man who does not want to go to the Dr. because he does not want to hear that he has a deadly disease, not accepting the truth does not make it untrue, it merely makes it worse!

II. The Need to Preach an Unpopular Message
A. Those who preach and teach need to be reminded often that preaching is not a popularity contest!
1. We are commanded to speak the message given in God’s word (1 Pet. 4:11)
2. Principle found at (Rev. 22:18-19). Bottom line, just like Jeremiah, just like Jesus – Preachers are given a message to preach and teach and they are to preach nothing more, nothing less and nothing other than that. We should be ever so cautious never to fall short nor should we be so careless as to go too far!
3. (Ac.20:27) Not to hold anything back – Paul’s example: give them the whole council of God
4. Jesus probably our greatest example in this regard
a. Most teachers, if they had large  audiences, might be tempted to say things to keep those large audiences. Not Jesus.
b. Instead, Jesus said things like (Jn. 6:53-55); the results (Jn.6:66)
c. Jesus was not a “numbers” man
d. He often said things that offended people, and He knew it (Mt. 11:6)!
5. Preachers need to take on the mindset of Jesus and remember this valuable nugget (Lk. 6:26).

B. But just as badly as preachers need to be reminded that they are to preach the truth and not cater to a crowd, at times the crowd needs to be reminded that the preacher is not here to cater to them.
1. Just like preachers might be tempted to preach in such a way so as to gain favor among their listeners…
2. We are warned that congregations can grow to want the same thing from their preachers (2 Tim. 4:3)
3. So…
a. On one hand we have  preachers who may want to find approval and gain praise from their audience…
b. On the other hand we may have an audience that says (as I had someone say to me not long ago), “Our preacher sometimes he gets to preaching a little too much Bible.” In other words, the congregation may grow tired of hearing  the Bible preached and we might desire more stories and illustrations, shorter lessons, etc.! It can be hard for a preacher who wants to please his audience to fight the urge to simply give them what they want!
c. But when either go down that road (and especially if they go down that road together), it can be a dangerous and spiritually dangerous path!

III. Application: How do you react when someone differs from what you’ve been taught?
A. The lesson I have prepared for you today is to get you to think about this: How do you react when someone believes or teaches something different doctrinally than what you currently believe?
1. I’ve got to tell you that on a regular basis I witness Christians who react negatively, harshly or with great surprise. Just like the Jews of Ac. 22 some brethren simply won’t listen. They merely cry out, tear their clothes and throw dust into the air! (In other words they stop listening and goon the defensive.)
2. How should I expect you to react, if I came to you and I said, “Here is an idea” and that idea challenged everything you had ever thought or had been taught?

B. We don’t mind, might even like lessons we can agree with.
1. Nobody minds hearing sermons about a religious group they disagree with.
a. Those who believe in once saved, always saved, we’d get somefolks who would say, “Amen! Preach on!”
b. Or those who believe in baptizing little babies – no such example in the Bible so some folks might comment, “good lesson”
c. Or those who want to introduce the instrument into the worship in spite of the fact that if the church used them  to worship, the New Testament is silent about it!  People could agree with those kinds of things.
2. We like sermons that step on everyone’s toes but mine- sermons and passages that point out everyone’s faults but mine but if it hits me, I’ll throw dust and cry out, “Kill the messenger!”
3. Maybe we like to hear things that cause us to think spiritually but  not things that challenge  our spiritual thinking!
4. One of hang-ups with Jews in first century – they felt a little superior to other nations because they were God’s chosen people, the only ones going to Heaven!
a. That attitude is what infuriated so many of the Jews against the apostle Paul. They could not accept that those who did not practice Moses’ law (especially the law of circumcision) could be saved and here is Paul saying exactly that!
b. This is a little like the attitude expressed by some in the church today who would become upset that some group who does not have ”church of Christ” (Rom. 16:16) outside the doors could possibly have members in it that are saved.
i. Several names the church is known by in the scriptures:
a.) Body of Christ (Eph.1:22-23; Col. 1:24)
b.) Bride of Christ (Rev. 21:9)
c.) Church of God (Ac. 20:28)
d.) Church of the Living God (1 Tim. 3:15)
e.) Church of the Firstborn (Heb. 12:23)
f.) Family in heaven and earth (Eph.3:15)
g.) Flock of God (1 Pet. 5:2)
h.) General Assembly of the  Firstborn (Heb. 12:23)
i.) God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building (1 Cor. 3:9)
j.) Heavenly Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22)
k.) What if someone simply identified themselves as Christians (Ac. 11:26)?
ii. And there are several other names  which are Biblically accurate.
iii. Yet  I know of some brethren who would get nervous if it was suggested that any name other than church of Christ could be used! Such  thinking is denominational in nature!
iv. If I taught about this, and you had never heard this suggested before, would you listen or would you ignore the evidence and keep your opinion?

C. How should we react (Ac. 18:25-26)?
1. In Ac.18 there is a setting where Aquila and Priscilla hear Apollos preach but though he knows some, it becomes obvious through some things he said that he knew only of the baptism that John taught. Apparently he was not telling people to be baptized in the name of Christ or for the remission of sins.
2. What did Acquilla and Priscilla do? They took him aside and gently and cordially discussed their differences of understanding with Apollos.
3. Sometimes when someone is wrong, and we react too strongly against it, we embarrass them and force them into a position where they feel tempted to defend what they said. Don’t be too harsh – allow them to save face!
4. (Eph. 4:1-3) We need to be humble as we strive to be united in what we believe, teach and practice!
     
Conclusion:
1. Keep these thoughts in mind should you ever find yourself in disagreement with me or anyone else professing Christ  as their savior.
2. As brethren, more than ever we need open, honest Bible discussions and unity amongst ourselves!


Invitation:
1. Maybe you’ve never heard the message of salvation H-B-R-C-B-LR
2. Just because you may  not agree these things are necessary or maybe you’ve never heard of  them before doesn’t mean you shouldn’t carefully consider them.
3. If you would like to  share thoughts, objections, etc. let your wishes be made known at this time.
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