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Introduction:
1. Take a good look at this picture. It's one of the most remarkable photographs ever taken. The tiny hand of a foetus reaches out from a mother's womb to clasp a surgeon's healing finger. It is, by the way, 21 weeks old, an age at which it could still be legally aborted. The tiny hand in the picture above belongs to a baby which is due to be born on December 28. It was taken during an operation in America recently. Paul Harris reports on a medical development in the control of the effects of spina bifida ... and on a picture which will reverberate through the on-going abortion debate here 
a. Your first instinct is to recoil in horror. It looks like a close-up of some terrible accident. And then you notice, in the centre of the photograph, the tiny hand clutching a surgeon's finger. 
b. The baby is literally hanging on for life. For this is one of the most remarkable photographs taken in medicine and a record of one of the world's most extraordinary operations. 
c. It shows a 21-week-old foetus in its mother's womb, about to undergo a spine operation designed to save it from serious brain damage. 
d. The surgery was carried out entirely through the tiny slit visible in the wall of the womb and the `patient' is believed to be the youngest to undergo it. 

2. Roe vs. Wade, the Supreme court case that legalized abortion in the United States in 1973 has resulted in the slaughter of over 50,000,000 unborn.

3.  Ironically, Roe vs. Wade legalized abortion on the premise of protecting the mother when a pregnancy jeopardized her life. Today pregnancies are terminated as a matter of convenience by people who do not want to take responsibility for their actions.

4. According to the The Guttmacher Institute:
a. "The United States has one of the highest abortion rates in the developed world, with women from every age group, socioeconomic, racial, ethnic and religious subgroup obtaining abortions" - Lawrence Finer, associate director for domestic research at the Guttmacher Institute.
b. Half of all pregnancies in the U.S. are unintended and poor women are 29% more likely to become unintentionally pregnant 
c. At current rates, one-third of all women will have an abortion by the age of 45
d. 1,210,000 abortions were performed in 2008 (3,315/day)
e. 9 in 10 abortions occur in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy
f. Of women having abortions:
i. 58% are in their 20’s
ii. 61% already have one or more children
iii. 56% are unmarried and are not cohabitating
iv. 69% are described as “economically disadvantaged”; abortion rates decrease as income increases:
1. 28.7% of women with family incomes less than $15,000 
2. 19.5% of women with family incomes between $15,000 and $29,999 
3. 38.0% of women with family incomes between $30,000 and $59,999 
4. 13.8% of women with family incomes over $60,000 
v. 72% describe some type of religious affiliation
vi. Women who are not Caucasian are much more likely to experience unintended pregnancies (and thus abortions) than any other group
1. Black women are more than 3 times as likely as white women to have an abortion
2. Hispanic women are roughly 2 times as likely.
vii. Marrital status:
1. 64.4% of all abortions are performed on never-married women
2. Married women account for 18.4% of all abortions 
3. 9.4% of women obtaining abortions are divorced women
viii. 37% of women obtaining abortions identify themselves as Protestant, and 28% identify themselves as Catholic
g. Why women have abortions:
i. 1% of all abortions occur because of rape or incest
ii. 6% of abortions occur because of potential health problems regarding either the mother or child, 
iii. 93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e. the child is unwanted or inconvenient).

5. Abortion, as we shall define it, is any process initiated by man that prevents an embryo from successfully attaching itself to the uterus in order to develop naturally and successfully.

6. Types of abortion:
a. Surgical:
i. The Vacuum-Suction Method: (Most common) – a suctioning apparatus so powerful that in early pregnancies the baby is instantly broken up and suctioned out. 
ii. The Dilation and Curettage Method—"D & C”: (13-14 weeks) A loop-shaped knife is used to cut the baby and placenta into pieces and scrape the uterus wall.
iii. The Dilation  and Evacuation Method – “D & E”: (second or third trimester) Forceps are used to crush the baby’s head and its body is then cut to pieces and removed piece by piece.
iv. The Saline Method (i.e. “Salting” or “Salt-Poisoning”): (second or third trimester) A needle is injected into the mother’s stomach, as much as a cup of amniotic fluid is removed and is then replaced with a lethal dose of saline solution. The baby breathes in the saline solution and is poisoned to death within two hours dying of suffocation, brain hemorrhaging, and convulsions while it writhes in pain as the salt burns its skin. Labor inducing drugs are given and in some instances the baby is delivered, still living, but is left to die. This method is rarely used any longer.
v. The Prostaglandin Method: (second or third trimester) is similar to the saline method but this chemical does not burn the baby’s skin. This chemical causes the mother to induce labor prematurely and the baby is then left to die, unable to survive outside the womb. This too is no longer used in most clinics. 
vi. Partial-Birth – Dilation and Extraction – “D & X”: (second or third trimester) This surgery occurs when the baby is very developed (6-9 months). The baby’s leg is grabbed with forceps, pulled through the birth canal, delivering the entire baby except for the head. Scisors are jammed into the baby’s skull, opening a large hole and a suction tube is inserted to suck out the brain. A dead baby is then delivered.

b. Chemical: 
i. The “Morning After” Pill: Prevents the implementation of the embryo by giving the woman large amounts of birth control within 72 hours of intercourse
ii. RU-486: A chemical that is administered to the mother to kill her baby The baby starves as the nutrient-rich lining disintegrates. She becomes violently ill, and the usual result (but not always) is the delivery of a dead baby.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Biblical Counseling Library - Biblical Counseling Keys – Abortion: Not a Choice, but a Child.] 

iii. Methotrexate & Misoprostol: Drugs developed for cancer and ulcer treatments. They are now being used in concentration to kill babies.
iv. Some Contraceptives: cause unintended abortions:
1. Norplant: device implanted under the skin for up to a 5 yr. period. After 2 yrs. the progesterone hormone released may simply prevent the embryo from being able to attach itself to the mother
2. Depo-Provera: An injection a woman receives every 3 mo. again, preventing the embryo from implanting

c. Planned Parenthood:
i. Receives federal funding
ii. Has been caught several times breaking the law.
1. Mason, Ohio: Warren County
a. A man molested and raped his own daughter
b. The young girl came to Planned Parenthood for an abortion and reported the rape to them.
c. Planned Parenthood failed to intervene, performed the abortion and sent the young girl home where she was molested for another year and a half by her father before he was arrested.
d. Had Planned Parenthood followed the law and intervened, this could have been prevented.
2. Planned Parenthood was caught on tape when a sophomore at UCLA visited a clinic posing as a fifteen year old with a twenty three year old boyfriend.
a. The girl on the tape expresses her concerns about being underage, to which the Planned Parenthood employee responds, “"You could say [you're] 16. Just figure out a birth date that works. And I don't know anything."
b. When the CEO of Planned Parenthood Kathy Kneer found out about the tape she was not upset that statutory rape had been committed against the child or that California state law had been violated. She was upset that Planned Parenthood had been discredited by the matter, saying "We believe the individuals behind this are doing this not out of motivation to protect teens, but in fact to discredit Planned Parenthood." - CNSNews.com By Nathan Burchfiel, Staff Writer May 11, 2007

Body: 
I. Why Study Abortion from a Biblical world-view?
A. Why have I given you this information about abortion?
1. Stage of Gestation When Abortions Occur:
a. 52% of all abortions occur before the 9th week of pregnancy
b. 25% happen between the 9th & 10th week
c. 12% happen between the 11th and 12th week
d. 6% happen between the 13th & 15th week, 4% happen between the 16th & 20th week
e. 1% of all abortions (12,000/yr.) happen after the 20th week of pregnancy.

B. Abortion: big business (multi-million dollar industry)

1. Not merely to teach that abortion is wrong/sinful…(though it is).
2. To help us to see evil as it is in the world…
a. Even from the first trimester: (the baby at 4 weeks)
i. Your baby's brain and spinal cord have begun to form.
ii. The heart begins to form. 
iii. Arm and leg buds appear.
b. By eight weeks all of the major organs and body structures have begun to form, even little fingers and toes.
i. Sex is distinguishable
ii. Face and eyelids are recognizable
iii. Science suggests that a fetus can feel pain from conception, but hard evidence exists to show that after eight weeks:
iv. Neuro-anatomic structures are present so that feeling pain is possible 
v. An eight-week old fetus reacts in a similar way to a born child. When stuck with a pin in the hand, the baby pulls its hand away and opens its mouth, heart rate increases and movement occurs. 
vi. Keep in mind that our data suggests that more than 44% of pregnancies happen after this eight week period.
vii. Why is this important to know?
a.) Many people are led to believe that abortion is a “painless” procedure
b.) This is simply not the case!
c.) Pro-abortion supporters make the procedure out to be little more than having your tonsils removed – fight to keep you from knowing the information I just gave you

C. Why this is an important issue to study:
1. Christians need to be a voice:
a. Christians have no right to complain or react in disgust, horror, etc. when they themselves have chosen to remain silent to make the world a better place.
b. The unborn child screams an unheard and often unanswered cry for help
i. I do not believe any of us would turn a blind eye to someone being murdered if we knew it was about to happen…
ii. I doubt any of us condone genocide as it occurred to the Jews and others in Nazi Germany and other places around the world (and these were committed against many adults who had the option to fight back).
iii. Yet Americans eat their supper, watch their televisions and sleep peacefully in their beds as unborn children are murdered just down the road (Louisville, Indianapolis).
c. Christians are called to be the “light of the world” – includes sharing all truth (even the truth about abortion)
2. Possible our young people may one day contemplate 
3. We may encounter someone who has had an abortion:
a. If 1/3 of women will have an abortion, Christians need to know how to respond in an a sensitive matter. 
b. Odds are, one will enter our assembly or even be part of our congregation. 
c. It is also entirely possible one exists among us at the moment unknown to us.

II. Abortion is Sin
A. We oft hear people quote “an eye for an eye”- used as justification for exacting revenge upon another…
1. Few recognize the contextual setting of that phrase (Ex. 21:22-25) – written in the context harm coming to an unborn child.
2. Any honest person can admit that killing a child, in the womb or outside of it is murder, which is condemned (Rev. 21:8). The Bible describes eternal destination of unrepentant of murderers as being in the lake of fire.
a. The abortion debate oft centers around the question, “When does life begin?”
i. Why does science acknowledge that a single cell is life…yet the pro-abortionists argue that a fetus, comprised of thousands of cells, is not?
ii. Life begins before birth (Lk. 1:44; Psa. 139:13-16)
b. A fetus has its own unique DNA…
i. Courts convict/exonerate people based on their identity proven/disproven through DNA evidence…
ii. DNA evidence did not surprise the Lord (1 Cor. 15:39)
iii. Yet pro-abortionists argue that a fetus has no identity.
iv. Geneticist, Professor Jerome LeJeune, M.D., Ph.D., at the Rene Descartes University of Paris Faculty of Medicine states: "If a fertilized egg is not by itself a full human being, it could never become a man, because something would have to be added to it, and we know that does not happen." 
i. All are disingenuous arguments

B. Even the Hippocratic Oath, a code of ethical values taken by doctors for centuries since as far back as 400 BC states (in part): “The regimen I adopt shall be for the benefit of my patients according to my ability and judgment, and not for their hurt or for any wrong. I will give no deadly drug to any, though it be asked of me, nor will I counsel such, and especially I will not aid a woman to procure abortion."

C. Ultimately, scientific evidence, testimonies of so-called experts and even emotional pleas matter not. God, creator of life has this to say: (Isa. 44:24)

II. How to react to those who have had an abortion:
A. Be sensitive
1. As heinous a sin as this one seems, remember that sin is sin and none is too great for the Lord to forgive (other than blaspheming against the Holy Spirit – Mk. 3:29; Lk. 12:10).
2. If God can forgive such a sin, then so should we!
3. Many women (and some men) who suffer an abortion of their child are often tormented: 
a. Steven Tyler, lead singer of the mega-rock band Aerosmith is haunted by such a memory. In 1975 he was in his late 20’s He persuaded the parents of his then 14-year old girlfriend to make him her legal guardian. She conceived a child and his longtime friend Ray Tabano convinced Tyler that abortion was the only solution. Tyler reflects on his abortion experience in his autobiography, Walk This Way. “It was a big crisis. It’s a major thing when you’re growing something with a woman, but they convinced us that it would never work out and would ruin our lives. … You go to the doctor and they put the needle in her belly and they squeeze the stuff in and you watch. And it comes out dead. I was pretty devastated. In my mind, I’m going, Jesus, what have I done?”
b. Those who suffer from the effects of abortion feel much like David did in Psa. 38:4. But that should not be the end…God provides an answer Psa. 34:18

B. Keep in mind, that it could be someone you love that feels compelled to have an abortion
1. When questioned why they want to have an abortion, women often have varied responses:
a.   Fear of parental response 
b.   Fear of rejection and ridicule 
c.   Fear of financial responsibility 
d.   Fear of the inability to care for the child 
e.   Fear of a pregnancy that resulted from rape or incest 
f.   Feeling rushed to make a decision by parents, the baby's father, or an abortion counselor 
g.   Feeling it is wrong to bring an unwanted child into the world 
h.   Feeling it is just another means of birth control 
i.   Feeling that a fetus is only a mass of tissue 
j.   Feeling no moral conviction because of a lack of knowledge of God's Word
2. Keeping this in mind, it may be tempting for Christians to give into these pressures even more so than those in the world…
a. Fear of embarrassment
b. Fear of letting those in their family/church know what they have done, knowing we would not approve.

Conclusion: How to React to Abortion
A. Acknowledge it is wrong - teach others about this so that they will not make these same mistakes. If guilty…(Psa. 32:5)

B. If you learn someone you know has had one
1. Remember that we have  all done things that are wrong (Rom. 3:23)
2. They need to know what their sin has done (Isa. 59:2)
3. Yet they are not hated by God, neither do we (Rom. 5:8; Jn. 1:12)

C. Forgive
1. Remember that if they are willing to repent, God will forgive them, then so should we
2. They need our love and support to overcome the attitude that led them to this sin, not our anger and condemnation (Gal. 6:1-2)

Invitation:
1. Maybe you have had an abortion. Maybe you are guilty of some other sin…
2.  It is all the same in the eyes of the Lord. Your sin has separated you from the Lord.
3. If you have unresolved sin in your life, today is the time to correct those wrongs.
4.  If you have never B-R-C-B for the remission of sins committing to live faithfully, then now is your opportunity to do so.
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